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The  chief  part  of  the  following  pages  was  written  in 
Madagascar.  It  was  my  habit,  whether  travelling 
or  residing  in  one  place,  to  note  down,  generally  at 
the  close  of  the  day,  the  impressions  produced  by  the 
novel  or  attractive  objects  I  might  have  met  with,  or 
the  information  I  might  have  gathered  from  the 
people.  This  record  of  daily  occurrences  was  from 
time  to  time  sent  home  iii  the  form  of  journal  letters; 
and  from  these  letters  chiefly  the  following  narratives 
have  been  prepared. 

More  than  twenty  years  have  elapsed  since  the 
last  English  missionaries  left  Madagascar,  and  during 
this  period  religious  changes  of  the  most  decisive 
nature,  and  events  of  the  highest  and  most  sacred 
character,  have  occurred  amongst  the  people-  The 
imperfect^  and  at  times  conflicting,  accounts  of 
these  events  received  in  England  indicated  the  desi- 
rableness of  a  personal  visit.  Such  visit  has  been 
made,  and  was,  there  is  every  reason  to  believe,  wel- 
come to  the  government  and  people  of  Madagascar; 
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while  its  results,  it  is  hoped,  will  prove  satisfiwitory  to 
their  friends  in  this  country.  The  visit  proposed  by 
Mr.  Cameron  and  myself  was  one  of  friendship  to  the 
queen  and  people,  not  an  oficial  religious  mission; 
though  no  objects  were  so  deeply  interesting  to  us 
as  the  religious  state  of  the  people.  For  observing 
this,  ample  opportunities  were  afforded ;  and  on  this 
subject  I  received  much  valuable  information  from 
the  people  themselves ;  part  of  it  exceedingly  painful 
on  account  of  the  sufferings  it  made  known,  the  rest 
though  highly  satisfactory,  and  full  of  hope,  I  have 
not,  for  obvious  reasons,  included  in  the  narrative  of 
my  visits.  The  profession  of  Christianity  is  not  per- 
mitted by  the  present  Government  of  Madagascar, 
and  statements  acceptable  and  interesting  to  our- 
selves might  affect  injuriously  good  men  in  a  country 
where  civil  and  religious  liberty  does  not  exist,  where 
it  is  contrary  to  law  for  a  man  even  to  leave  his 
country  without  permission  from  the  government, 
and  where  the  most  cruel  death  I  heard  of  on  the 
coast,  had  been  inflicted  on  men  who  had  attempted 
to  quit  the  country  without  leave  from  their  superiors. 
As  a  friendly  visitor  from  England,  I  was  kindly 
received  by  the  queen  and  all  classes  of  the  people ; 
and  nothing  could  exceed  the  hospitality  and  atten- 
tion shown  me  on  the  coast,  during  my  journeys,  and 
at  the  capital.     I  have  described  the  novel  and  often 
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singularly  beautiful  aspects  of  the  country  through 
which  I  passed,  and  the  chief  incidents  of  my  visits,  as 
they  occurred,  leaving  my  readers  to  form  their  own 
opinions  of  the  character  of  the  people,  their  resources^ 
and  present  civilisation ;  which  would  advance  much 
more  rapidly,  and  develope  itself  far  more  satisfac- 
torily, were  the  people  not  so  frequently  harassed  by 
threatening  rumours  of  invasion  from  a  foreign  power. 
The  accounts  comprised  in  the  following  pages  of  my 
intercourse  with  the  people,  especially  with  the  young 
prince,  the  queen's  son,  and  the  heir  to  tlie  throne, 
for  the  preservation  of  whose  valuable  life  the  affec- 
tionate anxieties  of  the  people  are  at  times  intensely 
excited,  will,  1  most  sincerely  trust,  increase  the  in- 
terest felt  in  the  people  of  Madagascar,  and  particu- 
larly in  the  young  prince  personally,  by  tlie  Englisli 
generally,  and  more  especIiLlly  by  the  religious  por- 
tions of  the  community. 

The  language  and  physical  character  of  the  people 
frequently  suggested  attractive  ethnological  inquiries, 
and  the  new  and  beautiful  plants  which  I  met  with 
m  the  forests  or  plains  not  only  afforded  much  grati- 
fication at  the  time,  but  have  enabled  me  to  add  a  fuw 
specimens  of  some  that  are  highly  esteemed  as  rare 
and  curious,  to  those  already  cultivated  iu  England, 
Besides  those  which  are  described,  I  have,  since  the 
following  sheets  were  printedj  been  informed  by  Sir 
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W,  J,  Hooker,  that  aaaoDg  die  ominndi*  vUcfc  I 
brought  r^er  there  has  reocsUy  been  found  a  second 
species,  the  Ouvirandra  BendericuuL,  bearing  deli- 
cately roae-ooloared  flowers.  This  new  ^»ecies  Sir 
"Vk.  J.  Hooker  has  described  and  figured  rectaitlj  in 
the  '"'  Botanical  Magazine.** 

The  map  is  reduced  from  the  outline  of  the  late 
Commodore  Owen's  survey. 

J  am  indelited  to  photography  for  the  chief  part  of 
the  illustrations  of  the  volume.  The  different  portrut^ 
some  of  which  exhibit  remarkable  heads,  are  all  from 
photographs  taken  in  the  country.  Several  of  the 
views,  as  well  as  the  representations  of  a  number  of 
trees  and  plants,  were  obtmned  by  the  same  means, 
or  from  sketches  made,  with  one  or  two  exceptions, 
while  the  objects  were  before  me.  The  ouvirandra 
was  drawn  from  a  plant  brought  to  this  country; 
and  I  beg  to  return  my  sincere  thanks  to  the  pro- 
prietors of  "  Knight's  Museum  of  Animated  Nature  " 
for  the  use  of  three  illustrations  of  subjects  of  natural 
history. 

In  my  remarks  on  the  native  language,  I  have 
made  use  of  the  grammars  of  Messrs.  Baker  and 
Griffiths,  but  more  especially  of  a  valuable  paper  on 
the  language,  kindly  furnished  for  me  some  years 
agf>  by  the  late  Rev.  J.  J.  Freeman. 

I  also  avail  myself  of  the  present  opportunity  to 
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acknowledge  my  obligations  to  Sir  W.  J.  Hooker  and 
Dr,  Lindley,  for  the  useful  suggestioua  which  they 
kindly  offered,  in  directing  my  attention,  previous 
to  ray  departure  from  England,  to  the  botanical 
treasures  which  Madagiiscar  was  known  to  contain. 
Nor  would  I  omit  on  this  occasion  to  express  my 
grateful  sense  of  the  hospitality  and  kindness  of 
His  Excellency  Sir  James  Higginson^  Governor  of 
Mauritius  at  the  time  of  my  visit,  to  General 
Sutherland  and  General  Hay,  the  late  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Kelsey,  the  Rev.  J.  Le  Bnm,  and  Mes&rs.  TEstrange, 
as  well  as  that  of  other  friends  in  Mauritius  and  at 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope. 

The  kindness  evinced  by  tliese  friends  was  not  only 

,  gratifying  to  myself  personally^  as  a  stranger  amongst 

them,  hut  also  higlily  encouraging  as  an  expression 

of  the  deep  interest  felt  in  the  welfare  of  the  people 

to  whom  my  visits  were  directed. 

W.  E. 


lilMdon,  Ociioljcr,  \S^6, 
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BBEATA. 

Page  71,  line  11,  for  SUpkamOiu  "  md  "  ateptmutis.' 

line  17,  tbr  '"rhumbergia'*  read  "  ThoDbergU." 
74,  lin«  9.  fbr  "  Ma%ricien»U  "  rad  «  MamritioMa.- 
Bl,  line  6  from  bottom,  tat  'juiteia  "  read  "imuwa." 

line  8  ftx)m  bottom,  fbr  "JMiUana  atriata  "  read  "  Abntilott  atriaium." 
M,  line  IS.  fbr  "  tUcata  "  read  "  fUcatum." 

line  17,  fbr  "kaliopeiB,  Liiimm  longiflora"  read  "  Calllopsii,  ZUkm  Umffiflorum.' 

Uds  3  trom  bottom,  fbr  "paradta  "  read  "epipbyte." 
99,  line  9  fh>m  bottom,  toe  "plomarta*'  read  "  Ptunwria." 
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CHAPTEK  I. 

Brief  hiitorEcfll  lotroJnction — Treaty  between  ihc  English  anil  Mttlagasy  for 

tile  AbdlitJDiqqf  the  Sfftve  Tr*de IiitroJuction  ofuscfii]  Arts,  LttttrH,  nnd 

the  Kiiuvvjailge  of  the  CbrUtinn  Religion.  —  I>caih  of  Ksidamo.  —  Prohibi- 
Cion  of  Reljgioiis  Teaching.  —  Dcpanure  of  the  Mission arics.  —  FrtiicEi  anJ 
EnglUh  Attack  on  Tamatuve, -— Severe  Fcr»ecuCJoti  of  the  Christians. — 
ConrtiTsion  of  the  Princea.  —  Departure  of  tha  Author  from  England  for 
Mula^Bcor.  —  Vo;«ge  to  St.  ViDOent^a.  —  Ascension.  —  The  Cape  of  Good 
Hope-  —  Public  Rejoicings  at  Cape  Town,—  The  BcboOl  Ckililrcn'e  Feast.— 
LfUt  Snnday  on  board  the  "Indiana." —  ArrifaJ  alPort  Loiiia,—> Reports  of 
th?  GonlinuQd  Su^eriagB  ttt  tlio  Cliriattans  in  Madagoaqar, 


The  Tsland  of  Ma<Jaga*car,  extending^  over  an  area  larger  than 
that  of  Oreat  Britaiu  and  Ireland  combined,  and  iulialiiteW 
by  morfe  than  tbree  millions  of  people,  has  at  different  perioda 
attracted  the  Dotlce  of  the  chief  maritime  uationa  of  Europe; 
btit»  with  the  exception  of  a  abort  period  in  the  early  part 
of  tbe  seventeenth  century,  it  is  only  since  our  poeaession 
of  AlauritiiJB,  and  the  Hubsetiiient  treaty  of  friendship  and 
allmnce  entered  into  between  tbe  late  king  Kadama  and  tbe 
Governor  of  Mauritiua  in  1817,  that  our  own  countrymen 
have  giv^en  much  attention  to  the  island  or  its  inhabitants. 

In  their  treaty  with  Railama,  whom  the  English  chose  to 
r^jard  as  the  Bupreme  rulea:  of  tbe  country,  they  aouglit 
chiefly  the  abolition  of  the  elave  trade,  and  in  order  to  com- 
pensate the  king  and  hia  chiefs  for  tbe  lose  which  this  mea- 
sure would  entail  upon  tbem^  and  to  secure  their  co-oi>eratiaa 
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S  VISITS  TO  UADAGASCAa  chap.  i. 

iu  rendering  it  effectual,  an  annual  payment  was  maAle  by  the 
Britifih  Crovernment  to  the  king.  This  payment  consisted 
partly  of  ammunition  and  anns ;  and  men  were  sent  to  JAuAar 
gascar  to  instruct  the  native  soldiers  in  the  use  of  firearms, 
and  in  military  tactics.  To  the  arms  and  discipline  thus 
supplied,  and  used  with  a  wanton  disregard  of  human  life 
and  human  suffering,  hi^ipily  unknown  in  warfare  amongst 
civilised  nations,  are  to  be  ascribed  much  of  Radama's  success 
in  extending  the  dominion  of  the  Hovas  far  beyond  the  cen- 
tral province  of  Ankova,  its  original  boundary.  Besides  the 
superior  arms  and  training  thus  supplied  to  the  Malagasy 
soldiers,  a  number  of  native  youths  were  received  on  board 
ships  of  the  British  navy,  in  order  that  they  might  leam  prac- 
tical seamanship,  and  be  able  to  act  as  pilots,  or  to  hold  other 
offices  under  their  own  government  at  the  several  ports  of  the 
island ;  while  others  were  sent  to  England  for  education,  and 
instruction  in  the  arts  of  civilised  life. 

Missionaries  from  the  London  Missionary  Society  reached 
the  coast  of  Madagascar  in  1818  ;  and,  after  the  treaty  with 
the  British  Government  had  been  finally  ratified  in  1820, 
they  proceeded  to  the  capital,  and  were  cordially  welcomed 
by  the  king,  who  appeared  still  more  delighted  when  they 
were  followed  by  a  number  of  intelligent  men  sent  out  by  the 
same  society  to  instruct  the  people  in  the  practice  of  many  of 
the  most  useful  arts.  The  strange  and  somewhat  complex 
language  of  the  people  was  acquired  by  the  missionaries,  who 
introduced  an  alphabet  into  the  language,  arranged  its  gram- 
mar, prepared  elementary  books,  and  tranHlated  the  Holy 
Scriptures  into  the  native  tongue. 

In  the  space  of  ten  years  after  the  settlement  of  the 
teachers  at  the  capital,  not  fewer  than  10,000  or  15,000  of 
the  natives  had  learned  to  read,  many  of  them  also  to  write, 
and  a  few  had  made  some  slight  progress  in  English; 
at  the  same  time  that  a  number  professed  themselves  Chris:- 


cRAr.  1.  GOOD  EFFECTS  OF  AHJANCE  WITH  THE  ENGUSH.     3 

tians.  Within  the  same  period,  amongst  the  1000  or  1500 
youths  who  had  been  placed  as  apprentices  under  the  mis- 
sionaiy  artisans,  some  had  been  taught  to  work  in  iron, 
which  abounds  in  the  country ;  others  had  been  trained  to 
be  carpenters,  builders,  tanners,  curriers,  shoemakers  Ac 
These  were  some  of  the  most  satisfactory  results  of  the  king^s 
alliance  with  the  English,  and  the  settlement  of  English  mis- 
sionaries in  his  country ;  and  although  the  advantage  of  so 
sudden  and  large  an  increase  of  firearms  amongst  a  people 
Teiy  partially  cirilised  may  have  been  questionable,  the  sub- 
stituting of  legitimate  and  honourable  commerce  for  the  de- 
grading traffic  in  slaves,  the  opening  of  a  way  for  frequent 
and  friendly  intercourse  with  foreigners,  the  teaching  of  use- 
fril  arts,  the  introduction  of  letters,  with  the  knowledge  of 
Christianity  by  which  this  was  followed,  will  ever  cause  the 
treaty  between  Sir  Kobert  Farqtihar  and  the  King  Badama 
to  be  r^arded  as  one  of  the  most  important  events  in  the 
modem  history  of  Madagascar. 

To  his  own  people,  Kadama*s  -  reign  was  one  of  imprece- 
dented  prosperity,  though  of  comparatively  short  duration. 
He  was  a  ruler  greatly  in  advance  of  his  time  and  his  people; 
but  he  died  in  the  year  1828,  at  the  early  age  of  thirty<«iz, 
and  the  enlightening  and  humanising  influences  which  were 
80  full  of  promise  for  the  nation  appear  in  a  great  measure 
to  have  terminated  with  his  life.*  The  amiable  and  intelli- 
gent Prince  Kakatobe,  eldest  son  of  Kadama's  eldest  sister, 
was  nominated  by  the  king  successor  to  the  throne,  but  on 
the  death  of  Radama  he  was  assassinated,  and  the  {absent 
ruler,  widow  of  the  late  king,  was  raised  to  the  supreme 
authority.  For  a  time  the  schools  and  the  religious  teaching 
of  the  missionaries  were  allowed,  but  it  soon  became  evident 
that  the  policy  of  the  government  was  changed ;  the  influence 

*  A  digbt  iketdi  of  tho  life  and  duracter  of  lUdina  wiD  be  fiwnd  ia  the 
Appendix,  p.  453. 
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of  the  itlol-keeperB,  and  of  the  supporters  of  divination  witli 
other  superstitions  of  the  country,  was  in  a  Khort  time  re- 
stored to  its  former  aupreinacy.  In  18,3 o  the  profession  of  the 
ChriBtian  reli^oa  hy  any  of  the  Malagasy  waa  prohibited  ;  it 
was  also  re([ULred  that  all  Christian  hooka  should  be  given  xip 
to  the  government,  and  in  18.36  the  mtSRiouaries  and  their 
excellent  cotwljutora,  the  Cbri^tiau  oj'tla&nfj  depwteJ  from  the 
island. 

Eight  OT  nine  years  afterwards  the  evasion  of  the  qiieen'a 
ordera,  prohihitiug  the  removal  of  natives  from  the  island, 
greatly  irritated  tVie  Malagasy  government ;  and  the  applica- 
tioQ  of  the  native  laws  to  Kuropeona  rending  in  Miidfl^Bscar, 
an  A  means  of  maintaining  native  authority,  gave  offence 
to  the  foreign  traders  at  Tamatave.  The  latter  appealed 
for  asBistance  to  the  English  Governor  at  Maiiritiue  and  to 
the  French  Governor  at  Bourbon;  and  in  June,  1845,  one 
English  and  two  French  vessels  of  war  went  to  Tamatave 
to  endeavour  to  adjust  the  UifFerenceB  existing  there.  Fuling 
to  effect  this  hy  amicahle  conference,  they  employed  force, 
fired  on  the  people,  burned  the  town,  and  landed  and  at- 
tacked the  fort.  But  tliough  they  killed  and  woun<led  a 
nmiiber  of  the  natives,  they  were  ultimately  obhged  to  retire 
to  their  shipH,  leaving  in  the  hands  of  the  native*  thirteen  of 
their  number,  whose  skulls,  according  to  the  MalagaKy  practice, 
were  afterwards  fixed  on  polea  in  front  of  the  fortification 
which  they  had  assailed. 

This  aggression,  ao  deeply  to  be  deplored,  produced  long  and 
Berious  evila.  The  Malagasy  government  prohibited  the  ex- 
portation of  every  article  of  native  produce ;  and  the  trade  in 
rice  and  cattle  —  the  latter  so  important  to  Mauritius  and  the 
Isle  of  Bourbon  ^  was  thus  destroyed  ;  and  notwithstanding 
the  efforts  of  the  Engliah  Admiral  Dacres,  in  1848,,  and  the 
French  Admiral  Cecile,  to  restore  friendly  relations  between 
those  natione  and  the  ^Malagasy,  all  amicable  intercourse  en- 
tirely ceased  for  a  period  of  eight  years. 
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Long  before  this  interruption  of  commercial  intercouTBe 
between  the  natives  and  foreigners,  which  it  wafi  the  interest 
of  both  parties  to  maintain,  the  cjueen's  government  had 
BhowD  its  fixed  determination  not  onlj  to  arrest  tbe  progresB 
of  Christianity  in  the  country,  but  to  destroy  it  wherever  it 
might  appear.  Scarcely  had  the  misaiouaries  left  the  capital 
ID  I8363  before  a  number  of  pereous  suspected  of  being 
Christians  were  required  to  prove  their  innocence  by  drinking 
the  Tangena,  or  poiBon-wator,  which  to  many  of  them  proved 
fatoL 

In  the  following  year  a  coDBiderable  number  of  the  people 
were  aocuBed  of  reading  religious  books  and  uniting  in 
Christian  worship.  Several  of  these  were  severely  punished 
by  fine,  imprisonment,  or  unredeemable  slavery ;  and  one  de- 
voted Christian  woman,  Rn-mlanna,  wag  put  todfatL.  In  1838, 
Bafaralahy,  a  young  man  who  had  accompanied  the  first 
Malagasy  martyr  to  tlie  place  of  execution,  ehared  her  fate; 
and  before  the  close  of  the  year,  Rafaravavy,  with  four  of  her 
companions,  whi>  aubaequently  visited  England,  only  saved 
their  lives  by  escaping  from  the  island.  Others  wandered 
from  place  to  place  in  much  suffering  and  imminent  peril, 
often  seeking  concealment  and  safety  in  the  almost  impervious 
foresta  and  In  tbe  dreary  caverns  of  the  moimtainB,  until  the 
year  1842,  when  sixteen  of  them,  while  on  their  way  to  the 
coast  wilh  a  view  of  escaping  from  the  island,  were  betrayed 
by  their  guides  and  takeu  back  to  the  capital,  where  nine  of 
them  were  cruelly  put  to  death. 

The  effect  of  these  sangninory  proceedings  seemed  to  be 
the  very  reverse  of  what  the  government  intended.  The  at- 
U*ntiou  of  all  clas«eu  was  thereby  drawn  to  the  subject  of 
religion,  and  the  confidence  of  many  in  their  idols  appeared 
greatly  weakene*!,  while  the  CUriHtians  seemed  to  be  confirmed 
in  their  faith  by  the  aevere  ordeal  through  which  it  had  aus- 
taiued  them 
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Amongst  others  over  whose  minds  the  preteaded  power  of 
the  idols  had  ceased  to  operate  was  the  queen^B  bod,  theu  iu 
[lis  seventeenth  year.  la  1346,  after  much  conference  with 
mme  of  tlie  Gliristians,  this  youthful  prince  was  induced  to 
reumince  the  superstitions  of  his  country.  He  soon  afterwards 
declared  himself  a  Cliristian,  and  was  baptized ;  and,  whatever 

■may  be  the  extent  to  which  he  ia  himself  the  subject  of  reU- 
gioua  influence,  he  hna  ever  since  proved  a  generous,  kind, 

—^  and  faithful  friend  to  the  Cltristiana.     Through  his  influence, 

y  and  that  of  others,  Jlamonja,  a  prince  of  the  highest  rank, 
being  the  son  of  the  queen's  astei,  was  induced  to  study  the 
Bible,  and  ultimately  to  declare  his  conviction  of  its  truth. 
Thia  prince  publicly  iJentifled  liimself  with  the  Chriatiaus, 

Hand  has  ever  eince,  through  all  their  fearful  vicifisitudea  of 

peril  find  sorrow,  proved  himself  one  of  their  most  efficient 

and  faithful  friends,  as  well  as  the  honourable  and  consiHtent 

exemplar  of  their  principles;  Aometimes  pleading  with  the 

[queen  on  their  behalf,  and  setting  forth — not  always  without 

thing  like  succeBS — the  excellency  and  the  value  of  the 

My  Scriptures. 

The  sympathy  of  her  son  with  the  ChristianB,  and  hisadop- 

Hi^on  of  their  faith,  is  aaid  to  have  been  exceedingly  offensive 
to  the  queen,  who  hns  regarded  him  as  being  the  victim  of 
the  incantations  or  witchcmft  of  the  Christians.  Tliis  feeling, 
heightened  perhaps  by  unfavourable  representations  from  the 
political  rivals  of  the  prince,  her  son,  may  have  hastened  the 
violent  persecution  whict,  occurred  in  the  year  1849.  In  this 
fearful  season  of  extreme  trials  more  than  2000  persons  were 
implicated,  many  were  subjected  to  heavy  punishments,  and 
eighteen  individuals,  including  some  of  high  rank  and  station, 

^^were  pnt  to  death.     It  was  indeed  a  time  of  severe  sifting 

Bfor  the  persecuted  Church  in  Madagascar;  and  many,  as 
might  be  expected  dnring  such  a  seasouj  deserted  from  her 
ranks.  On  the  other  band,  scarcely  bad  the  fierceness  of  the 
,j)er«ecutors  begun  to  subside,  before  a  number  who  had  wit- 
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newed  the  uncomplaining  spirit,  the  patient  eufferingj  and  the 
heroic  constancy  of  the  Christians,  were  drawn,  notwith- 
fitanding  the  prospect  of  alnioBl  inevitable  Buffering,  ot  death, 
to  seek  admiasion  to  their  fellowship. 

Although  ainoe  the  year  1845  there  had  been  but  little 
coTGTnuni cation  with  MadagB-scar,  yet,  whenever  opportunity 
offered,  intercourse  had  been  maintained  between  the  nntivee 
in  the  island  and  their  fellow  siifFerers  in  exile  at  Mauritius. 
In  1852  accounts  were  received  from  parties  residiog  iu 
Madagascar,  that  political  anil  other  favoiirable  changes  were 
in  progreKi. 

Tbe  London  Missionary  Society,  by  whom  these  accounts 
were  received,  justly  deeming  them  too  important  to  be  dis- 
regarded, judged  it  most  expedient^  in  the  first  instance,  to 
seek  further  information  by  specific  inquiries  on  the  apot. 
This  ultimately  led  to  the  visits  since  paid  to  that  country,  aa 
well  an  to  Soutli  Africa,  some  of  the  chief  incidents  of  which 
are  narrated  in  the  foUowiDg  pa^ea. 


Early  in  the  year  1853,  I  waa  invited,  together  with  Mr. 
Cameron,  then  residing  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  to  proceeil 
to  Madagascar,  on  a  visit  of  friendship,  in  order  to  ascer- 
tain, afi  far  OA  practicable,  the  actual  state  of  the  people,  and 
the  views  of  the  gopemment. 

The  people  of  Madagascar  were  well  known  to  Mr.  Cameron, 
and  they  hati  long  been  subjects  of  great  interest  to  myself, 
not  only  on  account  of  their  own  peculiar  circumstances,  but 
from  their  resemblance  iu  many  reBpects  to  the  .South  Sea 
Islanders,  amongst,  whom,  in  my  early  years,  I  had  spent 
an  eventful  portion  of  my  life.  I  wag  consequently  not 
unwilling  to  devote  my  beat  energies  to  a  work  which 
to  many  earnest  minds  appeared  fraught  with  hopeful 
promi-se. 

On  the  14th  of  April,  1853,  I  embarked  at  Southamplou, 
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on  board  the  6ne  iroD  ecrew  gteam-ship,  *'  Tmliana,"  of  1800 
toas'  burden ;  and  in  the  aftemoou  of  the  following  day,  having 
taken  in  our  mails  at  Plytnoutli,  we  stood  out  to  eea,  Tbe 
evening  became  cold  and  cloudy,  but  many  of  my  felJow- 
pafftengera  remained  on  deck  until  a  late  hour,  watching  the 
varied  objects  of  intereet  on  the  laud,  till  the  shadows  of 
evening^  spreo^ling  over  cliff  and  cove,  concealed  the  shore 
and  all  beyond  it  from  our  view. 

My  own  thoughts  and  feelings  were  very  different  from 
those  with  which,  in  early  Ufe,  I  had,  when  sailing  over  the 
t^me  course,  looked,  a^  I  f^uppoBed,  for  tbe  last  time  on  England 
and  all  its  highly -prized  and  fondly-cherished  associations ; 
and  I  sought  afresh  to  commit  myself,  and  all  connected  with 
me,  to  His  divine  protection  whose  goodneja  had  beon  hither- 
to ao  coustautly  eujoyed. 

The  wind  in  the  commencement  of  our  voyage  was  light, 
but  we  felt  no  discouragement  on  that  account,  as  we  found 
by  noon  on  the  first  day  that  we  had  travereed  the  apiice  of  206 
miles.  The  breese  soon  became  more  favourable,  and  for  the 
first  seven  days  of  our  passage  we  sailed  about  240  mUed 
each  day  without  the  aid  of  steam;  and  when  the  wind 
ceased,  we  were  propelled  at  about  tbe  Bame  rate  by  steam 
^1  idone.  This  waa  my  first  voyage  in  an  ocean  steamer  of  such 
^M  dimensions ;  and  when  the  water  was  tolerably  smooth,  the  en- 
^^^gine-room  became  a  place  of  great  attraction  to  me,  where  the 
^^  jronderful  adjustment  of  the  vaat  machinery  and  the  exact 
^^LmtfiJSfUfy^'^i'^QK  ('^  ^^B  whole,  notwithstaudiug  the  motion  of 
^r  the  sea,  often  excited  intense  adinii-ation.  Our  chief  engineer, 
™  an  intelligent  young  Scotchman,  told  me  that  when  using  fidl 
steam  force  the  engine-fires  consumed  thirty  tons  of  coal  per 
H  day,  that  the  screw  made  3540  revalution£  m  the  hour,  that 
I  each  (jingle  revolution  of  the  screw  propelled  our  unwieldy  iron 

vessel  nineteen  feet  through  the  water,  and  that  in  ordinary 
weather  our  usual  speed  was  nine  or  ten  miles  im  hour.     Uu- 
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intemipted  progress  was  not  the  only  advantage  of  our  voyag- 
ing in  a  steam-ship:  sixty  gallonB  of  beautifully  clear  fresh 
water  were  condeneed  every  Jay,  and  proved  one  of  our 
grrattest  luxuries. 

Ten  days  aft^r  iBaviDg  Plymouth  we  reached  the  Island  of 
HU  Vincent,  and,  having  replenished  our  fuel^  resumed  our 
voyage  on  the  following  day.  The  difference  of  temperature, 
nowtbat  we  were  within  the  tropics^  had  produced  so  great  a 
change  in  our  hahits  and  feelings,  that  we  scarcely  seemed  U)  be 
the  same  company  who,  lesa  than  a  fortnight  before,  had 
rarely  ventured  on  deck  without  extra  covering,  as  a  defence 
Against  the  wind  or  rain.  Now  no  vihitor  was  so  welcome  as 
the  breeze,  for  the  thermometer  sometimes  stood  at  85"  in 
the  saloon  at  breakfast-time,  and  rose  as  the  day  advanced. 
Only  the  lighteist  clothing  could  be  endured,  and  the  oppreadve 
heat  rendered  every  exertion  a  fatigue.  Few  of  the  passengers, 
of  whom  there  waa  a  very  pleasant  company  of  between 
seventy  and  eighty  in  the  cabin,  ever  remaiued  long  on 
deck  dixring  the  day;  and  the  sleeping  places  below  were 
many  of  them  during  the  night  almost  insufferably  hot*  But 
the  gorgeous  aunsets  and  the  long  evenings  were  seaaouB  of 
delightful  existence. 

The  greater  portion  of  the  passengers  spent  most  of  the 
evening  on  deck,  attracted  by  the  cool  and  balmy  air,  the 
tranquil  sea,  the  serene  and  cloudless  sky,  revealing  new  con- 
stellations, and  other  stars  than  had  ever  ahone  in  our  northern 
hemisphere.  Conspicuous  amongst  these  was  always  seen  the 
Southern  Cross,  so  often  leading  the  thoughts  by  an  irresiatible 
tendency  away  to  the  contemplation  of  that  brighter  luatre  by 
which  the  Croas  of  Calvary  shall  ultimately  draw  within  its 
hallowed  influence  all  kindreds  of  men. 

On  the  6th  of  May  we  reached  Ascension,  a  eterile  and 
wlitaiy  island,  rising  to  a  considerable  elevation  in  the  centre, 
iLud  broken  into  a  number  of  peaks,  on  the  highest  portions  of 
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which  liglit  cloude  were  resting  cis  we  approached  the  land. 
The  whole  island  appeared  to  be  one  mass  of  volcanic  rock  in 
various  stages  of  decomposition,  and  destitute  of  all  vog«tati<»i, 
excepting  on  the  upper  parta  of  some  of  the  high  land,  wbero 
a  Hp(rt  said  to  be  four  or  five  miles  from  the  anchorage,  and 
called  the  Green  Mountain,  was  partially  covered  with  grass 
and  trees.  A  portion  of  this  Green  Mountain  bod  been 
brought  under  cidtivation,  jieldiiig  bananas,  and  other  tropi- 
cal fruits.  Here  a  small  sanitarium  or  hospital  was  erecttrd, 
and  alao  a  niatic  sort  of  country  boose,  to  which  we  were  told 
the  governor  or  officers  of  the  fleet  at  times  resorted,  aa  a 
meftas  of  escape  from  the  burning  heat  of  the  sands  and  of 
the  barren  volcanic  rocks  of  the  shore, 

The  island  ia  used  oa  a  naval  station  for  the  veESela  cruising 
on  the  western  coast  of  Africa,  from  which  it  is  distant  seven 
or  eight  hundred  miles.  On  reacliing  the  anchorage,  we 
were  agreeably  surprised  to  see  a  neat  little  village  or  settle- 
ment, with  a  church  and  a  Bchool-house,  handsome  barracks, 
and  comfortable-looking  detached  dwellings,  ahatled  by  ve- 
randahs. TTie  latter  we  learned  were  the  officers'  quarters,  and 
beside  them  were  a  number  of  clean-lonking  compact  cottages, 
occupied  by  those  connected  with  the  island  or  the  shipping. 
Four  vessels  of  war  were  riding'  at  anchor  when  we  arnVed, 
and  one  of  them,  the  "  Penelope,"  a  steam  frigate,  bore  the 
flag  of  Admiral  Bruce. 

Aa  early  as  practicable  on  the  following  morning,  in  com- 
pany with  one  or  two  friends,  I  took  my  photographic  apparatus 
on  shore,  and  attempted  some  views  of  the  church,  school- 
house,  barracks,  and  other  objects  of  interest;  but  when 
I  afterwards  developed  my  picturee,  though  some  of  them 
came  out  tolerably  well,  I  found  that  they  hn'id  been  rnuch 
too  long  exposed  in  the  camera,  though  not  half  the  time  was 
allowed  that  would  have  been  requisite  in  England. 

While  engaged  with  my  cameras,  the  clergyman  of  the 
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etation  pasaod  by,  and  on  his  stoppiug  to  observe  my  oecupa^ 
tion,  we  entered  into  couversatioa  respecting  the  state  of  tlie 
island.  From  Lim  I  learned  that  raauy  of  the  coloured  men 
whom  I  saw  around  were  liberated  negroes  wlio  had  been 
educated  by  the  miasioiiaries  at  Sierra  Leon^  and  had  proved 
trustworthy  and  well-conducted  men.  The  church  and  the 
school-house  appeared  to  be  neat  and  approprlat-e  buildings. 
Before  the  former  two  braas  gims,  recently  taken  from  the 
Blave  depot  at  Lagos,  were  fixed  aa  trophies. 

The  turtles,  for  which  ABcension  is  so  widely  celebrated, 
are  caught  in  large  numbers  along  the  shore,  300  being  some- 
times taken  in  one  year.  They  are  kept  in  two  large  ponda 
or  incksures,  ten  or  a  dozen  yarda  square,  on  the  beach;  into 
these  the  sea  water  is  admitted  by  openinga  in  the  walls  of 
■jTidely  piled  lava  by  which  they  ore  surrounded.  In  theae 
two  ponda  we  were  told  there  were  at  that  time  from  150  to 
200  tiirtlea,  each  weighing  from  100  to  300  lbs.  The  turtles 
belong  to  the  government,  and  a  centinel  is  placed  on  the 
adjacent  beach  to  protect  them  during  the  eeason  in  which 
they  resort  tii  the  place  to  deposit  their  eggs.  On  the  evening 
of  this  day,  which  was  intensely  hot,  we  returned  to  our  ship, 
taking  out  mth  ug  in  the  same  boat  a  turtle  that  weighed 
300  lbs.,  whioh  our  purser  hatl  purchased  at  2^(L  per  lb.  We 
were  indulged  with  portions  of  i\m  luxury  the  nest  morning 
at  our  brealtfast  table,  partly  in  the  form  of  turtle  steaks, 
which,  to  my  fancy,  very  much  resembled  sinewy  veal  cutlets; 
and  at  dinner  we  had  fricasseed  turtle  fina,  which  looked 
rather  tiw  green  and  rich  for  me  to  venture  upon. 

We  entered  Table  Kay  on  the  22nd  of  May,  The  neat 
while-walled  villifia  sb'^etching  along  at  the  foot  of  the  moun- 
\ain&t  and,  towards  Green  Point,  but  a  short  distance  from 
the  sea,  the  batteries,  the  ejrtensive  African  city  with  its  flat- 
roofed  aad  white  or  rnddy  ochreH?oloured  houses,  the  Bpires  of 
the  different  churchea,  tLe  jettie«,  the  numerous  vesaeU  in 
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the  bay,  the  long  and  lofty  flat-topped  Table  Mountain  rising 
immediately  behind  the  city  to  an  elevation  of  3562  feet 
above  the  sea,  and  the  green  and  woody  aspect  of  the  country 
towards  Kondesbosche  became  successively  objects  of  attrac- 
tion and  pleasure  to  the  many  ciuious  or  deeply  interested 
gazers  who  watched  the  shore.  It  was  Sunday,  and,  hastening 
from  the  vessel  to  the  reaidence  of  Mr.  Thompson,  I  was 
happy  to  resort  with  him  and  his  family  to  the  house  of  God, 
to  render  thanks  for  the  protection  and  blessing  I  had  ex- 
perienced. 

Considerable  excitement  prevailed  at  this  time  amongst  all 
classes  at  the  Gape  in  consequence  of  the  recent  arrival  of  the 
Charter  of  Constitution  for  the  colony,  conveying  to  the  colo- 
nists the  long  desired  responsibilities  and  benefits  of  self-go- 
vernment. Some  few  doubted  whether  the  change  thus 
effected  would  prove  advantageous  to  the  colony,  but  by  &r 
the  greater  portion  of  the  community  accustomed  to  give  ex- 
pression to  their  opinions  on  such  subjects,  it  was  regarded 
with  feelings  of  unmingled  satisfaction.  The  constitution 
itself  was  considered  as  conceived  in  the  most  wise  and  gene- 
rous spirit,  and  the  powers  it  vested  In  local  legislative  bodies, 
to  be  created  by  its  authority,  as  ample  and  efficient  as  the 
most  sanguine  advocate  of  improvement  and  progr^s  could 
desire. 

Two  days  after  our  arrival  the  Queen's  birthday  was  cele- 
brated with  unusual  demonstrations  of  loyalty,  and  a  general 
illumination  of  the  city  at  night.  But  to  me  the  most  pleas- 
ing part  of  the  proceedings  was  the  treat  given  by  the  muni- 
cipality to  the  children  of  all  the  day  and  Sunday  schools  in 
C^>e  Town.  They  were  assembled  on  the  parade,  where  the 
children,  between  3000  and  4000  in  number,  walked  in  pro- 
cession past  the  temporary  erection  in  which  the  Lieutenant- 
Governor  and  bis  suite,  with  the  officers  of  the  municipality, 
were  assembled.  The  children  of  each  school  walked  together. 
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carrying  flags,  on  which  were  inacrilieJ  the  uam6  of  tlieir 
Bcboul^  with  some  appropriate  motto  or  device.  One  flag,  a 
very  striking  one  to  me,  exhibited  two  hands — a  black  and  a 
white  one — clasped  together.  ^Tien  the  children  hat!  walked 
past  the  assembled  aiitharities,  they  united  in  singing  the 
National  Anthem^  after  which  the  Lieutenant-Governor  re- 
tired>  and  the  children  were  conducted  to  their  rcEpective 
tents  pitched  in  different  parts  of  the  ground.  There  they 
were  regaled  with  an  abundant  supply  of  suitable  refresh- 
ments, liberally  furnished  at  the  expense  of  the  mimieipality, 
a  pleasing  evidence  of  the  estimation  in  which  the  eilucation 
of  the  pCMjrer  classes  was  held  hy  the  autboritiea  of  the  place. 
But  a  still  more  gratifying  ftict  was  the  entire  absence  among 
the  children  tbemselvea  of  anything  like  estrangement  or 
aveTHian  on  accotmt  of  colour.  The  majority  of  the  children 
were  Africans,  hut  there  was  also  a  considerable  number  of 
the  cbil<lren  of  Europeans,  and  many  times  my  attention  was 
attracted  by  a  Httle  sturdy  wooUy-baired  aegress  holding  the 
hand  of  a  blue-eyed  flaxen-haired  girl,  and  both  looking  up 
with  laughing  faces  and  apparently  loving  hearts  as  they 
parsed  along.  The  some  perfect  cordiality  was  manifest 
when  they  gathered  round  the  refreshments  in  the  tente,  or 
joined  in  the  hymns  which  they  flung  before  departing  firom 
the  ground. 

Mr.  Cameron,  who  to  my  great  satisfaction  had  consented 
to  join  me  in  my  expedition  to  Madagascar,  soon  completed 
his  neceasary  preparations,  and  we  left  Table  Bay  on  the  26th 
of  May.  In  passing  the  southern  extremity  of  the  Africsm 
continent,  we  found  the  sea  higher  tbaD  I  had  ever  seen  it, 
except  in  paasing  Cape  Horn,  and  we  now  experienced  greater 
inconvenience  from  the  motion  of  the  veBsel  than  at  any  other 
part  of  the  voyage^ 

While  passing  the  Mozambique  Channel  we  had  a  heavy 
gale  of  wind,  which  our  captain  called  a  **  regular  Mozam- 
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biquer;"  but  as  we  traversed  the  Indian  Occnn  the  wind  wafi 
moderate,  and  our  progress  rapid  as  well  as  pleasant  The 
discipline  and  order  of  the  ship,  and  the  arrangements  for  the 
passengers  were  admirable  throughout ;  and  we  all  felt  how 
much  we  were  indebted  to  Captain  Lambert,  not  only  for  our 
safety  and  progress,  but  for  a  large  measure  of  the  comfort 
we  enjoyed.  Our  Sabbaths  had  been  more  agreeable  to  the 
majority  of  those  on  board  than  is  usually  the  case  at  sea. 
Public  rel^ouB  worship  had  been  held  every  Sunday  in  the 
morning  on  the  quarter  deck,  at  which  the  crew  and  firemen, 
excepting  only  those  actually  on  duty,  always  attended,  to- 
gether with  the  officers  and  passengers,  forming  a  considerable 
audience.  The  captain  read  the  Litui^  in  a  manner  truly 
appropriate,  after  which,  being  the  only  minister  of  religion 
on  board  except  an  invalid  clergyman,  I  usually  delivered  a 
discourse.  The  afternoon  I  devoted  to  the  sailors  and  the 
men  connected  with  the  engines,  who  welcomed  my  virats 
among  them,  and  thankfully  received  religious  tracts  and 
copies  of  the  Scripture  of  which  I  deeply  regretted  that  I 
had  not  a  more  adequate  supply,  for  very  few  of  the  men 
possessed  either  a  Bible  or  a  Testament  In  the  evening  a 
second  religious  service  was  held,  attended  chiefly  by  the  pas- 
sengers and  stewards  or  cabin  servants. 

The  last  Sabbath  on  board  was  peculiarly  interesting.  The 
day  was  fine,  and  a  large  audience  had  gathered  at  the  morn- 
ing service.  In  the  afternoon,  as  I  was  sitting  on  the  deck, 
three  of  the  crew  came  aft,  and  said  they  were  sent  by  the 
rest  of  the  ship's  company  to  ask,  as  this  was  the  last  Sunday 
I  should  be  on  board,  if  I  could  preach  them  another  sermon. 
I  assured  them  of  my  readiness  to  do  so,  and,  the  captain 
having  expressed  his  approval,  in  about  half  an  hour  after- 
wards they  returned  to  say  that  all  was  ready.  Mr.  Cameron 
accompanied  me  to  the  forecastle  below.  The  men  had  pre- 
pared a  sort  of  pulpit  by  placing  a  seaman's  chest  upright  on 


cair.  I.  FABEWELL  VISIT  TO  THB  "INDIANA."  15 

its  eod.  Two  ships  lanterns  were  suspended,  one  on  each 
side  of  this  rude  pulpit,  which  was  seemed  by  seamen  sitting 
on  each  side  and  holding  the  chest  upright  with  their  hands. 
The  boatswain,  an  old  man-of-wai's  man,  sat  by  my  md& 
The  berths  and  forecastle  were  filled  with  sailors  and  fiiemoi, 
irtio  listened  with  attention  and  seriousness  to  a  plain  dis- 
course. The  *^p^in  was  pleased  with  this  condact  of  the 
men,  and  both  he  and  the  first  officer  said  it  was  an  unusual 
thing  for  sailors  to  request  to  have  religious  woreAiip  amongst 
themsdres. 

Daylj^t,  on  the  7th  of  June,  revealed  to  as  the  fertile 
and  romantio-looking  idand  of  Mauritius^  which  we  ap- 
proached from  the  southward;  and,  after  proceeding  along 
its  western  ^ore,  gazing  with  unspeakable  delight  on  the 
varied  and  picturesque  fcnrms  of  its  lofty  mountains  or  its 
wide  fields  of  sugar  cane,  we  cast  anchor  in  the  harbour  of 
Port  Louis  early  in  the  forenoon,  having  been  little  more 
than  seven  weeks  since  leaving  England.  On  laT^<^^"g  soon 
afterwards^  we  were  cordially  welcomed  by  Messrs.  Le  Bmn, 
and  by  the  close  of  the  day  found  ourselves  comfortably 
domiciled  beneath  the  hosfHtabte  roof  of  Mr.  Kelsey  and  his 
amiable  &mily. 

Before  the  vessel  in  which  we  had  sailed  left  Mauritius, 
I  paid  a  &rewell  viat  to  the  captain,  offices,  and  pas- 
soigers,  and  received  from  every  individual  the  most  cordial 
and  affectionate  expressions  of  desire  for  my  wel&r&  When 
I  left  the  saloon  I  found  at  the  ship^s  side  a  number  of  the 
inferi<»  officers,  firemen,  and  sailors,  waiting  to  take  leave  of 
me  and  to  wish  me  God  q»eed,  I  received  their  willing  and 
hearty  e3q>res8i<»is  of  good-will  as  a  reason  for  hope  that  some 
benefit  had  been  derived  from  my  int^oonrse  with  them ;  and 
should  it  ever  be  my  lot  to  make  another  voyage,  I  shall 
think  myself  highly  favoured  if  I  sail  with  a  commander 
equally  able^  attoitive^  and  obl^;iii^  with  officers  and  m«i 
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afl  active  and  titeady,  and  with  fellow-paflrtcn^rs  ai  agreeable 
and  kind-hearte<]  as  those  on  lioard  the  **  Indiana." 

The  earliest  efforts  of  Mr.  Cameron  ami  myself  were  di- 
rected to  ascertaining  the  actual  state  of  Madagascar;  and 
although,  in  reference  to  some  objects  of  inquiry,  the  infor- 
mation we  obtained  was  distinct  and  conclusive,  with  respect 
to  others,  we  found  the  most  contradictory  reports.  Amongst 
the  rumours  current  at  the  time,  wnA  one  in  which  it  waa 
unhesitatingly  affirmed  that  the  queen  of  Mailagascar  waa 
dead,  and  that  her  son  had  succeetled  her ;  another  stated 
that  the  queen  had  abdicated  in  favour  of  the  prince,  who 
hwl  renounced  Christianity  as  the  condition  of  his  receivin^f 
the  crown.  Other  reports  represented  tilings  as  much  in  the 
same  state  then  as  they  had  been  for  some  time,  excepting 
that  the  people,  though  not  inhospitable  to  foreigners  ship- 
wrecked on  their  coast,  were  increasing  their  defences  as  if 
apprehensive  of  foreign  attack. 

Next  to  Messrs.  Le  Brun,  the  devoted  missionary  pastors  in 
the  island  of  Mauritius,  the  Christian  refugees  from  ]^Iada- 
gascar  hastened  to  bid  us  welcome,  and  to  give  us  all  the 
information  they  possessed  respecting  their  country.  From 
them  we  learned  that  the  young  prince  steadily  maintained 
his  profcHsiou  of  the  Christian  faith ;  that  the  Chri»tians  in 
the  country,  though  subject  to  great  privation  and  suffering, 
maintained  their  steadfastness  and  iucreosed  in  numbers. 
We  examined  very  carefully  all  the  letters  which  had  been 
recently  received  from  Madagascar,  and  fouuil  that  the  expec- 
tations of  a  beneficial  change,  slightly  indicated  as  in  progress 
during  the  previous  year,  had  not  been  realised ;  and  that  the 
favourable  tidings  forwarded  to  England  had  not  been  con- 
firmed by  those  subsequently  received.  W'e  iiad  not  the 
slightest  reason  to  doubt  the  veracity  of  the  native  Christians 
in  either  island  with  regard  to  the  accounts  they  had  trans- 
mitted.    They  had   themselves  received  these  reports,  and 
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had  perhaps  been  deceived  by  those  on  whom  they  had  de- 
pended ;  wlnle  from  internal  evidence  we  were  led  to  doubt 
the  g-enuineness  of  some  of  the  docuraenta  which  had  arrived 
from  Madag^car. 

The  accounts  we  obtained  from  the  merchants,  who  readily 
communicated  sudi  information  as  tliey  poaaessed,  was  more 
vsgiie  and  unsatisfactory,  and  few  amongst  them  seemed  to 
place  entire  coutidence  in  any  of  the  rumours  la  circulation. 
All  wished  most  earnestly  for  the  renewal  of  the  trat^le,  and 
expressed  their  hopes  that  our  projected  visit  might  hasten  this 
desired  result.  His  excellency  the  governor  very  frankly  com- 
mimicated  to  ua  all  he  had  b<^rd  on  the  subject;  and,  deeply 
sensible  uf  the  advantages  that  would  accrue  to  the  colony 
from  the  importation  of  cattle  and  other  supplies  from  Ma^la- 
gascar,  he  was  naturally  anxious  that  the  prohibition  on  the 
trade  should  be  removed,  but  could  take  no  steps  towards  the 
itccompUshment  of  so  desirable  an  object.  These  vie^va  were 
shared  by  the  Colonial  Secretary,  and  Major-General  Suther- 
land^ commander-in-chief  of  the  force^j  who  kindly  expressed 
his  earnest  desire  for  the  nUQcens  of  oxir  visit. 
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Deputara  from  Port  LouIb.  —  Stonn/  Voyage.  —  ArriTd  at  Tuuaure.  — 
Appearance  of  the  Village.  — The  Harbour  Master  and  his  Officeia. —  Let- 
ten  sent  to  the  Capital — Inritation  to  the  Shore.  —  Welcome  from  the 
Officers  and  People.  —  Natire  Custom  House.  —  The  Harbour  Master's 
Dwelling.  —  ImpcHlant  Conrersation  with  some  of  the  chief  Officer*  of  the 
Port  respecting  the  Intentions  of  the  English.  —  Conversation  respecting  the 
Christians.  —  Curious  Mode  of  taking  Snuff.  —  Analogies  between  the  Poly- 
nesian and  Malagasy  Langnages.  —  Appearance  and  Dress  of  the  People.  — 
The  Trade  of  the  Island.  —  Feelings  of  the  Native  Christians.  —  Our  An- 
noyances on  board  the  Ship.  —  New  Plants  and  Flowers, — The  Oavirandrs 
fenestralis.  —  Letters  from  the  Capital.  —  Hospitality  on  Shore.  —  Depar- 
ture from  Tamatave.  — Arrival  at  Mauritius. 

Soon  after  mid-day  on  the  11th  of  July  Mr.  Cameron  and 
myself,  having  taken  leave  of  our  hospitable  friends  at  Port 
Louis,  embarked  on  board  the  **  Gregorio,"  a  small  schooner, 
of  about  seventy  tons'  burden,  which  the  merchants  at  Mau- 
ritius had  hired  for  the  sole  purpose  of  conveying  to  Mada- 
gascar  their  memorial,  soliciting  irom  the  queen  of  that 
country  the  opening  of  the  trade,  and  in  which  vessel  they 
had  generously  given  us  a  passage.  The  object  sought  by  this 
memorial  was  one  of  great  importance  to  the  colony ;  and, 
inclusive  of  the  names  of  the  president  and  members  of  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  with  whom  it  originated,  it  had  re- 
ceived the  signatures  of  between  two  and  three  hundred  of 
the  merchants  and  others  residing  in  Mauritius. 

The  day  of  our  departure  was  excessively  hot,  but  as  the 
wind  was  fair,  and  the  water  smooth,  we  passed  swiftly  be- 
tween the  lines  of  merchant  vessels  riding  at  anchor  on  both 
sides  of  the  harbour ;  and  leaving  the  lazaretto,  where  the 
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recentlj'  arrived  sbips  were  performiDg  quarantine,  and  the 
iiell  huoy  outaidCj  we  ,found  ourselves,  in  lees  than  an  houi, 
in  the  broad  waters  of  the  Indian  Ocean.  1  could  aot  help 
noticJug  the  comparatively  quiet  and  easy  manner  in  which 
our  little  craft  put  out  to  aea,  so  different  from  the  activity 
and  bujstle  on  tH>ard  the  large  and  crowded  steamer.  Our 
crew  was  soon  mustered,  ae  it  consisted  of  a  very  juveiule 
captain,  a  mate,  four  seamen,  a  oook  and  a  steward,  in  ail 
eight  aoutH^  and  ourselves  as  passengers.  Our  captain  was  a 
native  of  one  of  the  Sechelles,  the  mate  was  a  Freuehmaji 
from  Bordeaux,  our  sailors  natives  of  Madagascar^  our  cook 
a  Frenclirafua^  and  the  steward  a  Creole  from  Mauritius. 

As  we  proceeded  from  the  laud,  we  found  that  the  wind, 
though  fair,  had  raised  a  considerable  sea ;  and  the  motion  of 
our  little  cockle-sheU  of  a  vessel  wa.s  ao  rapid  and  violent,  a& 
compared  with  that  of  the  *'  Indiana,**  that,  though  anxious  to 
keep  on  deck  aa  long  as  possible,  we  soon  became  ejtcesaively 
fiea-sick.  Indeed,  I  do  not  rememl>er,  in  all  ray  voyBges, 
ever  aufiferiog  more  from  sea-aickness  than  dtiring  the  early 
p&rt  of  this  paflsage  to  Ma^laga^car.  For  the  two  Hucceeding 
days,  I  wa»  scarcely  able  to  leave  my  berth.  lu  the  mean- 
time our  fair  wind  had  died  away;  and  our  vessel  rolling 
violently  in  consequence  of  having  nothing  but  ballast  on 
boanlj  we  Bcarcely  moved  through  the  water  a  couple  of  miles 
in  an  hour.  On  the  fifth  day^  towards  evening,  a  light  and 
favoumble  breeze  sprang  up,  which  inspired  hopes  of  reaching 
our  port  in  a  day  or  two,  a^  the  paesage  seldom  occupies  more 
than  four  or  five  days;  dnring  the  night  the  ahip'H  bead,  v/m 
turned  northward  in  a  direction  parallel  with  the  coast,  lest 
we  should  prove  to  be  nearer  the  land  than  was  supposed. 
But  the  next  morning  was  calm,  and  we  again  lay  all  day 
long  rolling  heavily  under  a  scorching  aun,  upon  a  sea  as 
l^UDOoth  as  glf^s.  Land  was  reported  as  visible  during  the 
Hay,  but  at  sunset  the  western  horizon,  where,  if  at  all,  it 
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should  have  appeared,  presented  an  unbroken  line  of  sea  and 
sky.  These  circumstances  forced  upon  us  the  conviction  that» 
although  at  one  time  it  was  said  we  were  only  fifteen  miles 
from  the  anchorage,  and  at  another  that  land  was  actually  in 
sight,  both  captain  and  mate  were  probably  doing  little  more 
than  guessing  at  our  position. 

On  the  morning  of  the  17th  we  stood  towards  the  land 
with  a  fair  wind,  but,  on  approaching  the  coast  about  noon, 
near  a  small  island  called  Plumb  Island,  we  foimd  ourselves 
about  six  or  eight  miles  to  the  north  of  the  entrance  to  the  port, 
with  the  wind  and  sea  driving  us  still  further  away.  We  stood 
out  to  sea  again  for  a  couple  of  hours,  imd  then  returned ;  but 
finding  ourselves,  on  nearing  the  land,  still  further  from  our 
port,  with  the  wind  increasing  against  us,  our  vessel  was  once 
more  turned  towards  the  open  sea.  As  we  sailed  as  near  to  the 
wind  as  possible,  and  the  sea  was  very  rough,  the  motion  of  our 
light  ship  was  exceedingly  violent,  and  the  effect  of  this  upon 
my  own  feelings  was  heightened  by  the  wretched  accommod^ 
tion  on  board,  and  by  my  remembrance  of  having,  in  one  of  my 
former  voyages,  been  kept  twenty-one  days  out  of  harbour  in 
consequence  of  having,  in  a  heavy  gale  of  wind,  made  the  land 
on  the  coast  of  New  Holland  four  miles  to  leeward  of  the  port. 

The  following  night,  so  far  as  regarded  external  circum- 
stances, was  miserable  enough.  The  howling  of  the  wind, 
the  dashing  of  the  spray  over  our  ship  and  into  our  cabin, 
the  rattling  of  seats  and  boxes  about  the  fioor,  the  banging  of 
cupboard  doors  without  fastenings,  the  flickering  of  a  dim 
dirty  lamp  swinging  to  and  fro,  and  the  frequent  inspection  of 
the  chart  by  the  captain,  made  the  hours  of  darkness  pass  very 
heavily.  But  it  was  not  in  relation  to  my  own  personal  experi- 
ence alone  that  these  circumstances  imparted  their  own  dismal 
character  to  the  tenotir  of  my  thoughts,  for  I  found  myself 
reflecting  on  the  cheerless  manner  in  which  the  last  hours  of 
one  of  the  devoted  missionaries  to  Madagascar,  Mr.  Jeflfreys, 
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were  spent^  who,  aher  committiDg  to  the  deep  his  eldeBt  child, 
died  during  a  voyage  from  Madagaacar  to  Mtturitias  in  the 
miserable  liold  of  a  bunock  ship,  stretched  on  a  mattrosB 
spread  upon  bags  of  rice,  and  separated  only  by  bflga  of  rice 
from  the  cattle  in  the  hold  ;  and  although  the  circiitii&tanoes 
in  which  our  last  hours  may  be  passed  are  of  little  conse- 
quence in  comparison  with  the  results  to  which  they  tend, 
I  certaiidy  ftlt  at  the  time  that  I  should  not  like  to  pais  my 
last  night  in  anch  a  cabin,  or  to  die  under  such  circamstancea. 

At  niiihiight  our  course  was  changed,  and  we  steered  again 
towards  the  shore  with  the  wiud  slightly  favourable.  By 
fight  o'clock  the  land  was  visible,  notwithstanding  clouds 
and  rain.  At  noon  we  were  near  enoui^h  to  see  the  hollow 
of  the  line  of  coast  on  which  Tiimatave  Is  situated,  and  to  dis- 
tinguish the  white  native  flaj»  floating  over  the  battery  j  and 
about  one  o'cloek  on  the  18th  we  caat  anchor  at  a  short  dis- 
tance withiu  the  reefa  and  about  a  mile  and  a  half  from  the 
village,  grateful  for  that  Divine  protection  through  which  we 
had  reached  in  safety  our  destined  purt. 

The  anchorage  at  Tamatave  ia  little  more  than  a  roadsitead, 
protected  by  reefs,  but  exposed  to  the  winds  from  the  east 
and  the  Kiorth,  There  is  considerable  space  within  the  reefs, 
and  the  holding  gruuud  ie  good.  The  village  of  Tamatave 
seemed  tu  be  built  upon  a  point  of  land  gtret-chiug  into  the 
oca  towards  the  south,  which  we  afterwards  found  to  be  not 
more  than  three  or  four  hundred  yards  wide,  its  surface  di- 
Tftrsified  by  inand-hills  thrown  up  by  the  wind  or  sea  to  the 
height  of  fifteen  or  twenty  feet  above  the  ordinary  level  of  the 
water.  This  low  shore  appeared  generally  covered  with  brush- 
wood, rushes,  or  grassland  the  several  species  of  pandanns  near 
the  beach  towai'ds  the  north,  with  a  few  tall  cucoa  palms  grow- 
ing t*i  the  south  of  the  anchurage^  gave  quite  a  tropiciil  character 
to  it^  vegetation,  though  much  less  rich  and  luxuriant  than  the 
rerdaut  imd  beautiful  l^ays  ainoog  the  South  Sea  Julands,   The 
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appearance  of  some  of  the  Bkulls  of  the  English  and  Frendi 
kilted  in  the  attack  on  this  place  in  1845,  and  fixed  on  high 
poles  not  far  from  the  place  where  we  had  anchored,  produced 
a  singular  and  not  very  pleasant  sensation,  a&for  the  first  time 
I  g&zed  on  this  revolting  spectacle. 

Shortly  after  we  bad  anchored,  &  large  cliimBy  single  canoe^ 
defititute  of  outriggers  and  paddled  by  a  number  of  men,  came 
alongside,  when  amiddle-ag-ed  man,  followed  by  three  or  four 
otherB,  monnted  the  ship's  side,  and  came  into  the  cabin. 
They  ha^i  neither  shoes  nor  stockings,  but  wore  white  elnrtH 
under  a  cloth  bound  round  tbeir  loin«,  with  a  large  white 
scarf,  the  native  lamba,  hanging  in  ample  and  graceful  foldK 
uver  their  shoulders,  and  broad-brimmed  hata  of  neatly  plaited 
grass  or  line  mabea.  Ab:  aoon  aa  they  had  entered,  tbe  chief 
nf  the  party,  who  we  nnderBtooi)  waa  the  harbour  master  or 
captain  of  the  port,  inquired  in  a  very  official  manner, 
3f>eaking  imperfect  English,  the  name  of  tbe  ship*  of  tht- 
captain,  mate,  paaaengere,  and  crew,  with  the  object  of  our 
visit,  <Sic  The  answers  t-o  all  these  questions  were  written 
down  by  one  of  his  attendants,  and  he  was  explicitly  in- 
formed that  the  veeael  was  not  sent  on  a  trading  voyage,  but 
simply  to  convey  the  letter  of  the  merchants  of  Mauritius  to 
tbe  queen,  and  to  wait  her  majesty's  reply^  He  said,  if  it 
waa  only  a  letter,  that  bad  been  sent  before,  and  the  queen 
had  returned  her  answer  to  the  effect  that  no  trade  could  be 
allowed  until  the  money  required  as  cumpenaation  for  the  in- 
sult and  the  wrong  perpetrated  in  the  attack  on  the  ooimtry 
in  1845  ha*]  been  paid.  He  a^^ked  if  it  was  right  to  go  to  a 
country  and  shoot  duwu  the  people  because  we  diil  not  like 
their  laws?  He  soon  informed  uf*  also  that  be  ha^l  been  u 
member  of  the  embassy  aent  to  Europe  in  1837  ;  that  he  bad 
visited  France  and  England,  and  knew  that  whoever  went  to 
reside  in  either  of  these  countries  mu|^^  object  to  tbe  laws 
of  the  country  so  long  aa  they  remaiu^  th«re ;  that  the  laws  of 
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their  queen  were  the  lawe  of  Madaguscar,  and  if  any  one 
wanted  to  live  there  tbey  must  be  subject  to  the  queen*s 
laws ;  if  not,  they  must  leave  tlie  country. 

ThiB,  and  much  more  to  the  Baiue  eflect,  we  did  not  attempt 
to  dispute,  but  asked  a  few  questions  respecting  the  general 
fltftteof  the  country  and  people.  Wlieu  these  officiolfi  left  us,  we 
sent  to  the  governor  the  letter  which  Mr.  Cameron  and  I  had 
written  to  the  queeu,  asking  permiaeion  to  pay  a  visit  of  friend- 
ship to  the  capital :  a  note  at  the  same  time  waa  sent  to  the 
governor,  asking  him  to  forward  our  letters^  and  one  which 
jMr.  Cameron  wrote  to  his  friends  there,  explaining  more 
fully  the  object  of  our  viait  to  Antananarivo.  A  number  of 
letters  were  also  sent  on  shore  for  the  French  traders,  and 
Bonie  of  the  natives.  The  captain  aaid  he  should  only  deliver 
the  letter  from  the  meTchantt^  to  an  officer  aent  especially  by 
the  governor  to  receive  it.  The  harbour  master  said  he 
might  as  well  forward  it  by  them,  as  the  governor  would  send 
otie  of  the  officers  then  present  for  it.  But  as  the  c^iptain  said 
his  iuirtructions  were  apecific  to  deliver  it  only  to  an  officer  sent 
by  the  governor  for  that  purpose,  the  party  returned  to  the 
hhore,promising  to  considerareipest  we  hati  matie  for  fresh  pro- 
visioEiB  during  the  time  we  might  have  to  wait  for  the  queen's 
[reply  to  our  letter.  In  about  an  hour,  one  of  the  younger 
oflicerSj  having  been  sent  by  the  governor^  came  on  board  and 
received  from  the  captain  the  letter  and  memorial  of  the  mer- 
ehanta ;  f(»r  which  he  wrote  and  signed  in  a  good  plain  band 
a  receipt  in  the  native  language.  Mr.  Cameron  was  not  recog- 
liaed  by  any  of  the  Bativea  who  came  on  board,  nor  did  the 
harbour  mafiter  remember  having  seen  me,  tbocigh  I  Lad 
been  frequently  with  him  when  he  was  in  England. 

During  the  rest  of  this  day  crowds  of  people  appeared  at 
interval  on  the  beach,  but  there  was  no  further  commmii- 
cation  between  the  abore  and  the  ship;  and  when  the  ^ill 
calm  evening  camcj  and  the  ahadowfl  of  night  were  ailently 
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spreading  over  the  new  and  deeply  interesting  scene,  I  stood 
for  a  long  time  leaning  over  the  side  of  our  little  vessd  and 
gazing  towards  the  distant  mountains  of  the  interior,  earnestly 
tlesiritig  that  "  0*er  those  gloomy  hills  of  darkness  "  a  brighter 
light  than  of  rising  sun  or  natural  day  might  soon  arifle. ,  The 
few  flickering  fires  on  the  shore  and  the  dull  lights  seen  here 
and  there  among  the  native  dwellings,  while  they  indicated 
the  habitations  of  men,  presented  an  aspect  widely  different 
from  the  thickly  i>eopled  and  brightly  lighted  shores  of  Port 
Louis  or  Table  Bay. 

The  history  of  English  intercourse  with  Madagascar,  the 
intensely  affecting  results  of  the  introduction  of  Christianity 
among  the  people,  the  peculiarity  of  our  own  situation,  the 
multiplied  memorials  of  the  Divine  goodness  which  arose  on 
the  review  of  a  long  and  widely  varied  voyage  now  mercifully 
brought  to  Its  close,  the  uncertainty  of  the  future,  whether  or 
not  we  should  be  permitted  to  land,  the  light  in  which  our 
visit  would  be  r^arded  by  the  government,  and  the  effect  it 
might  have  upon  the  circumstances  of  those  with  whom  we 
most  deeply  sympathised ;  all  these,  and  other  subjects  of  a 
similar  kind,  made  thought  active,  and  led,  I  trust,  to  renewed 
confidence  in  Him  who  subordinates  all  events  to  his  own 
piuposes  of  mercy  and  blessing.  It  was  not  until  a  late  hour 
that  I  left  the  deck,  and,  rocked  in  my  narrow  berth  by  the 
billows  that  rolled  In  from  the  wide  ocean  without,  sought 
repose  and  rest  until  a  new  day  should  bring  fresh  cause  for 
gratitude,  and  perhaps  for  anxiety  as  well. 

About  nine  o'clock  on  the  following  morning  a  white  flag  was 
raised  near  the  custom  house,  inviting,  as  we  were  given  to 
understand,  a  communication  from  the  ship;  our  boat  was 
lowered,  and  the  captain  and  mate  proceeded  to  the  shore. 
They  returned  about  noon,  informing  Mr.  Cameron  and 
myself  that  the  governor  wished  to  see  us.  We  went  on 
shore  soon  afterwards,  and  on   landing  were  met  by  the 
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officers  whom  we  bot^l  seen  on  boarf)  the  previous  Jay  and 
fiome  otbeTB,  who  cordially  welcomed  its,  flbakltig  us  frankly 
by  the  band.  A  lai^e  crowd  gathered  rouad  ua  oa  the  officers 
]e<i  the  way  to  the  custom  house,  situated  under  a  cluster  of 
tall  cQcoa-aut  trees,  not  far  from  the  laudiog  place.  This 
building  ia  a  purely  native  structure,  between  thirty  iind  forty 
feet  longj  and  nearly  as  wide.  The  walls  are  about  twelve 
feet  high,  and  composed  of  posts  fixed  in  the  ground  at 
unet^Qftl  distances,  the  spaces  between  being  filled  up  with  the 
thick  strong  leaf-stalks  of  the  traveller's  tree  fixed  upright 
between  flat  lath.s,  each  stalk  belug  about  ten  feet  long.  The 
thatch  covering  the  steep  roof  was  composed  of  the  leaves  of 
the  same  free  fastened  with  native  cord,  and  the  rods  fiied 
horizontally  ou  the  rafters;  the  floor  waa  of  aea-sand,  partly 
covered  with  strongly  woven  rush  matting,  ami  partly  floored 
with  the  bark  or  bard  outside  of  the  traveller's  tree,  which 
Appeared  to  have  been  taken  ofiF  from  the  fibrous  centre  of  the 
tree,  ajid  beaten  out  flat,  eo  as  to  farm  a  sort  of  hard,  flat, 
cracked,  yet  adhering  board,  fifteen  or  eighteen  inch^  wide, 
&nd  sometimes  more  than  twenty  feet  in  length.  These 
bark-formed  boards  were  laid  side  by  side  on  the  sand,  and, 
though  not  nailed  to  cross  rafters,  seemed  to  lie  even  and 
firm,  llound  the  Bides  and  matted  end  of  the  house  were 
fixed  a  number  of  beuchea,  on  which  we  sat  down  and  con- 
versed freely  with  those  around  us. 

The  harbour  master,  who  could  speak  a  little  English,  and 
to  whom  I  made  myself  known  as  having  met  him  in  Eng- 
land, made  inquiries  about  the  affairs  of  Mauritius  and  the 
Cape,  and  whether  it  was  peace  or  war  in  Europe,  He  also 
Baked  about  France,  and  England,  and  persona  whom  he  bad 
met  there — Lord  Palmerston  amongst  the  rest.  He  asked 
more  than  once  about  the  tbt^atres  in  London,  which  seemed 
to  h&ve  been  objects  of  great  attraction  and  wonder  to  the 
several  membere  of  the  emhassy  when  there;  but  I  foiuid 
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myself  tuore  at  home  in  aosweritig  his  queetionjs,  and  those  of 
others  who  spoke  lu  French,  respecting  the  missiouariea  who 
had  formerly  l>eeii  in  Madagascar.  In  the  meantinae,  they 
freely  answered  the  qiiestions  asked  hy  Mr.  Cameron  in  the 
native  language  respecting  the  officerB  and  others  he  had 
formerly  known,  and  the  general  state  of  afEaire  at  the  capital. 

After  reniaining  here  some  time,  the  harlxnir  maattrr  in- 
vited us  to  Jiis  own  dwelling,  a  abort  distance  further  fmm  the 
shore.  On  arriving,  we  entered  a  large  enclosure  formed  with 
sticks,  or  small  poles,  about  an  inch  and  a  half  in  diameter, 
and  eight  or  nine  feet  higli»  fixed  upright  in  the  ground  and 
fastened  together  with  a  tough  and  filirous  species  of  creeper. 
Part  of  this  large  enclotiure  was  fenced  off  as  a  cattle  fold ; 
other  parts  were  occupicii  hy  the  ilwellings  of  some  of  hia 
assistants  and  the  huta  of  Ins  slaves;  while  the  rest  was  mider 
cultivation.  lo  this  garden  a  few  plants  of  tobacoo^  some  pine- 
apples, aiid  a  large  quantity  of  sweet  potatoes  were  growings 
and  looked  remarkably  well.  Besides  some  very  tail  and  grace- 
ful cocoa  jialms  and  aue  or  two  species  of  ijandamis,  there  were 
Rome  fine  trees  in  the  encloBiire  covered  with  fresh  and  shiniiig 
leaves,  which  addetl  greatly  to  the  charm  of  the  place,  not  only 
ty  their  beautiful  appearance,  but-  by  tlie  depth  and  extent  of 
shatle  they  affor<led*  One  of  thefje,  apparently  a  Zisy^/fH* 
jujuha,  bearing  a  small  edible  fruits,  v/an  remarkably  fine,  as 
wtts  alsu  a  iipecjee  of  betonica,  and  an  indigenous  citron,  of 
which  there  are  two  kinds  peculiar  to  Madagascar,  with  rich 
gloasy  foliage. 

The  house  of  the  harbour  master  was  a  well  constructed 
native  «lwelliiigj  about  forty  feet  long  and  between  twenty  and 
thirty  feet  high,  with  a  door  in  the  centre  and  a  window  on 
each  aide,  the  whole  front  shaded  by  a  broad  vernndiih,  a&d 
the  house  thatched  with  the  leaves  of  the  traveller's  tree. 
The  floor  of  the  veraudali,  as  well  as  the  house,  was  formed  of 
tUickgjlanks   neatly  joined^  and  raised  a  foot   and  a   hi 
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covered  with  a  wliite  cloth  on  which  refreshments  were  placed ; 
and  there  were  a  number  of  chairs  and  native  seats  made  of 
matting,  like  high  square  ottomans,  in  different  parts  of  the 
room.  Several  women  were  occupied  in  one  part  of  the  house 
when  we  arrived,  but  they  retired  as  soon  as  the  chief  entered. 

When  we  were  seated,  the  company  resumed  their  inquiries 
respecting  England,  France,  and  America,  stating  that  they 
had  entered  into  commercial  relations  with  traders  from  the 
latter  country,  one  of  whom  was  there  at  present,  waiting  for 
the  arrival  of  his  ship. 

While  we  were  thus  occupied,  an  officer  with  several  atten- 
dants entered  the  house.  He  was  a  tall  stout  man,  between 
fifty  and  sixty  years  of  age,  with  features  resembling  those  of 
a  South  Sea  Islander.  On  the  upper  part  of  his  person  he 
wore  a  fine  figured  shirt,  with  upright  vandyck  collar  and 
wristbands  of  the  same  pattern,  and,  loosely  thrown  over  this, 
a  large  and  handsome  silk  scarf  or  lamba.  The  centre  of  the 
lamba  consisted  of  broad  stripes  of  purple,  scarlet,  pink,  and 
yellow,  edged  with  a  border  tastefully  wrought  in  a  kind  of 
open-work  exhibiting  a  curious  pattern  in  yellow  and  scarlet 
silk.  He  had  neither  shoes  nor  stockings,  but  wore  a  blue 
cloth  cap,  the  shade  edged  with  silver,  and  the  crown  Bui^ 
rounded  by  a  broad  band  of  gold  lace.  Two  of  his  attendants 
carried  swords,  one  like  a  heavy  cavalry  weapon,  the  other 
with  a  straight  and  smaller  blade.  Our  friend  the  harbour 
master  introduced  him  by  name,  as  Kainibehevitra,  ap- 
parently meaning  Father  of  Great  Thoughts,  thirteenth 
honour,  second  in  command,  and  chief  judge  of  Tamatave. 
He  very  frankly  offered  his  hand,  and  when  seated  said  he 
came  from  the  governor  to  bid  us  welcome  in  his  name,  and 
to  express  his  regret  that  he  could  not  see  us  at  present. 
After  a  short  general  conversation  respecting  railroads,  steam- 
ships, the  electric  telegraph,  and  other  things  of  which  he 
bad  heard,  he  dismissed  his  attendants,  and,  sending  all  out 
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of  tbe  house  excepting  the  chief  officers,  entered,  in  a  low 
tone  of  voice  scarcely  audible,  into  a  very  grave  and  earnest 
conversation  with  Mr.  Cameron.  In  reply  t(i  hJH  inquiry  as  to 
the  real  object  of  our  visit,  he  was  informed  that  it  ivaSi  as  we 
had  e-tpresseil  in  our  letter  to  the  queen  and  officers,  to  pay  a 
friendly  visit  to  the  queeu  and  chief'?,  to  conver.se  alwnt  things 
for  the  good  of  the  country.  That  if  the  queen  chose  to 
receive  us,  we  should  proceed ;  but,  if  not,  return  in  the  same 
ves&eh  In  reference  to  the  attack  on  the  country  in  1845,  he 
Baid,  Why  did  the  Queen  of  England  treat  them  so,  or  allow 
theni  to  be  no  treated  ?  and  if  it  was  done  without  her  know- 
led^,  why  not  make  some  reparation  ?  Mr.  Cameron  replied 
that  the  Queen  of  England  probably  did  not  know  what  was 
done  until  some  time  afterwards,  and  had  expressed  her 
desire  to  be  friendly  by  sending,  in  T849,  a  British  Admiral, 
Dacres,  with  a  letter  and  presents,  thus  holding-  out  the  hand 
of  friendflhip  by  the  highest  officer  she  could  employ  in  Kuch 
a  seirice ;  and  tlmt,  as  both  letters  and  presents  had  been 
rehuied,  the  English  were  waiting  until  the  Malagasy  should 
intimate  some  willingness  to  be  friendly.  He  said  they  could 
not  accept  the  terms  on  which  the  friendship  was  at  that  time 
^offered;  and  he  then  asked  what  was  tbe  object  of  the  mer- 
chants in  sending  the  memorial  to  the  queen,  who  had  already 
stated  the  compensation  she  required  for  the  injury  done. 
He  was  t-old  that  we  had  no  instructions  from  the  merchants^ 
hut  Ijelieved  their  object  was  to  make  known  in  the  most 
hououmbio  manner  to  the  queen  kerseif,  their  desires  that 
the  trade  might  be  renewed,  and  to  be  made  acquainted 
exactly  with  the  wisht^a  of  her  majesty.  He  said  the  queen 
had  refused  to  entertain  a  proposal  said  to  have  been  recently 
made  from  the  ieltrnd  of  Reunion  to  receive  a  certain  anm  of 
tnnney  to  open  the  ports. 

The  judge  then  n.'iked  whether  the  English  had  any  inteu- 
tioD   of  Httacking   Madagascar,  as  they  had  been  informed 
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that  a  fleet  was  coming  against  them.  They  were  aastired 
that  we  had  never  heard  of  any  such  intention,  and  did  not 
believe  there  existed  any  foundation  whatever  for  the  report. 
They  then  inquired  about  the  state  of  feeling  between  Eng- 
land and  America,  and  said  they  had  heard  that  the  latter 
were  about  to  invade  the  territories  of  the  English  in  India, 
and,  adverting  ^aln  to  the  friendship  of  the  English,  they  all 
said  it  would  be  good  for  them,  and  for  the  people  at  Mau- 
ritius, if  friendly  and  commercial  intercourse  were  restored. 

After  other  minor  topics  had  been  discussed,  the  judge  rose 
to  return ;  and  we  walked  in  the  same  direction  to  the  house 
of  Mr.  Provint,  a  French  merchant  residing  at  Tamatave,  by 
whom  we  were  welcomed ;  and  a  short  time  afterwards  we  took 
our  leave.  The  judge  accompanied  us  to  the  road,  and,  with 
much  apparent  good-will,  gave  us  his  parting  salutation,  at 
the  same  time  bidding  some  of  the  officers  attend  us  to  the 
beach.  There  was  no  suitable  conveyance  at  hand  belonging 
to  the  ship  ;  but  the  officer  in  charge  of  a  large  government 
canoe  lying  on  the  beach  placed  it  at  our  disposal,  and  sent  a 
strong  crew  to  convey  us  safely  to  our  vessel,  which  we  reached 
soon  after  sunset. 

The  chiefs  appeared  to  have  been  pleased  with  the  oppor- 
tunity of  conversing  freely  with  persons  in  whose  statements 
they  felt  they  could  fully  confide,  and  whom  they  acknow- 
ledged they  regarded  as  their  friends ;  and  we  could  not  help 
desiring  that  this  occasion  might  prove  the  earnest  of  many  in- 
terviews equally  satisfactory,  and  on  more  important  subjects. 

The  next  morning  fresh  provisions  were  readily  allowed  for 
the  ship,  and  towards  noon  we  went  again  on  shore,  and  were 
met  by  our  friend  the  harbour  master,  whom  we  accompanied 
to  his  house,  where  we  walked  with  him  over  his  garden. 
He  informed  us  that  our  letters  had  been  sent  to  the  capital 
on  the  preceding  day,  and  that  answers  might  be  expected 
in  fifteen  or  sixteen  days.     He  appeared  anxious  to  know  tlie 
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nature  of  the  feelings  etitertained  ti;wardH  IiIh  cifuxitry  by  tbe 
government  and  people  at  5Iauritiu8;f  and  expressed  him- 
self very  desirous  that  ail  impediments  to  the  reopening  of 
Hie  trade  might  be  removed. 

Leaving  hi*  garden,  we  walked  through  a  piirt.  of  the  til- 
lage, and  reached  the  custom  house,  which  Reemed  to  be  a 
place  of  general  reaort  for  a,  number  of  the  re-sidents  and 
strangers.  We  conversed  some  time  with  the  chief*cuBtom 
house  officer,  who  oould  make  himself  understood  in  French. 
He  spoke  of  the  native  ChrietianB,  and  .said  that  the  punish- 
menU  inflicted  the  last  time  they  were  discovered  were  st> 
3evere>  and  so  many  had  been  put  to  death,  that  but  few 
besides  the  prince  and  some  of  tbe  queen*s  relations  re- 
mained. He  said  he  greatly  regretted  the  closing  of  the 
schcKils,  and  often  spoke  with  evident  satisfaction  of  hia  own 
son  having  gained  a  prize  or  honour  at  one  of  the  latent 
b^xaminations  which  were  held  before  public  teaching  was 
discontinued,  adding,  that  all  the  chiefs  earnestly  deairod 
education  for  their  children,  and  that  the  youth  of  the  coun- 
try were  themselves  eager  after  knowledge. 

I  was  much  amused  on  this  occasion,  and  often  aft-erwards, 
with  the  manner  in  which  the  chiefs  and  people  generally 
indulge  their  taste  for  an  article  resembling  suufl>  a  native 
laanufacture  comprising  other  ingredients  besides  the  pid- 
veri&ed  leaf  of  tobacco,  such  as  salt,  and  the  ii^hes  of  a  native 
herb,  which  mixture  ia  regiUarly  sold  in  the  markets.  The 
retinue  of  every  chief  or  officer  of  any  rank  includes  a  bearer 
of  wlifit  we  «hoiiId  call  hia  Bnuff-box.  Those  officers  who 
attend  on  a  superior,  or  are  unattended  by  their  owu  slaves, 
carry  this  article  of  luxury  in  some  part  of  their  dress,  fre- 
quently suspended  from  the  girdle,  and  concealed  under  the 
folds  of  their  lainba;  and  We  sometimes  met  a  traveller  with 
his  snuPT-box  suspended  from  his  neck,  who  seemed  almost 
defltitute  of  everything  else  except  the  most  scanty  clothing. 
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On  the  occasioo  of  oar  first  interview  with  the  chief  with 
whom  we  were  now  conversing,  whenever  he  required  the 
agreeable  stimuluB,  which  was  tolerably  frequent,  the  at- 
tendant slave,  who  was  usually  squatted  behind  him,  prfr- 
sented  to  him  a  short  piece  of  bamboo  cane,  about  nine 
inches  or  a  foot  long,  and  less  than  an  inch  in  diameter, 
beautifully  polished,  and  ornamented  with  rings.  Into  the 
end  of  this  cylindrical  case  a  circular  piece  of  cane  or  wood 
attached  to  a  long  tasRel  of  silk  threads  was  neatly  fitted. 
Wlien  the  slave  had  removed  this  ingeniously  contrived 
stopper  or  lid,  the  chief  took  the  cylinder,  and,  shaking  a 
small  quantity,  about  half  a  teas]H>onful,  into  the  palm  of  his 
hand,  he  then  by  a  quick  jerk  of  the  hand  tossed  the  powder 
with  great  dexterity  on  to  his  tongue,  without  touching  his 
lips  with  his  hand  or  its  contents.  I  do  not  remember  ever 
seeing  any  of  the  natives  smoking  tobacco,  but  this  use  of  it 
is  universal ;  and  though  some  deposit  it  in  a  different  man- 
ner in  the  mouth,  it  was  usually,  as  in  this  instance,  jerked 
upon  the  tongue. 

I  now  occupied  myself  in  testing  my  progress  in  the  lan- 
guage, by  asking  the  names  of  different  objects,  which  I  wrote 
down  as  the  natives  pronounced  them ;  and  I  was  much  struck 
with  the  perfect  identity  of  the  Malagasy  and  the  Eastern 
Polynesians  in  the  names  of  many  of  the  things  most  common 
to  both.  One  of  these  was  a  cocoa-nut  tree,  and  to  my  sur- 
prise they  pronounced  the  name  precisely  as  a  South  Sea 
Islander  would  have  done.  The  same  was  the  case  with  the 
pandanus  or  vacoua,  one  of  the  most  common  trees  on  the 
coast  both  of  Madagascar  and  Tahiti ;  also  the  word  for  fiower, 
and  the  names  of  several  parts  of  the  human  iKnly.  The 
numerals  were  also,  with  but  slight  variation,  identically  the 
same.  The  discovery  of  this  resemblance  between  the  lan- 
guages spoken  by  two  commimities  so  widely  separated  from 
each  other,  besides  seeming  to  point  out  the  source  whence 
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Madagascar  had  derired  at  least  part  of  its  present  population, 
promised  me  great  facilitr  in  acquiring  their  language.  Thifl 
promise,  however,  was  not  realised,  for  I  found  afterwards 
that,  though  in  many  re;;pects  retaining  the  same  simplicity 
of  structure  and  arrangement,  it  was  in  some  instances  more 
defective,  but  in  others,  especially  in  the  structure  and  appli- 
cation of  its  verbs,  far  more  extensive  and  complex,  than  the 
Polynesian  language. 

The  village  of  Tamatave  did  not  equal  my  expectations. 
Almost  the  only  good  houses  are  those  belonging  to  the 
foreign  residents  and  Uova  officers.  The  dwellings  of  the 
people  are  of  an  inferior  kind,  few  of  them  new,  and  many 
much  dilapidated.  We  saw  also  but  few  people,  and,  on  in- 
quiring the  cause,  were  told  that  though  the  population  was 
about  3000,  most  of  the  men  had  been  removed  to  Hivondro, 
a  place  about  nine  miles  distant  to  the  southward^  where  they 
had  been  employed  for  some  time  past  in  erecting  a  fort  or 
stockade  as  a  defence  a^inst  the  hof^ile  visit  which  they 
had  been  told  might  be  expected  from  a  large  number  of 
English  ships  of  w^r. 

In  relation  to  the  mischief  produced  by  unfounded  reports, 
the  Malagasy  are  much  to  be  pitied.  Shut  out  from  all  in- 
tercourse with  the  rest  of  the  world,  they  are  extremely  liable 
to  be  imposed  upon  by  such  reports,  and  to  suffer  severely  in 
consequence,  as  was  the  case  in  the  present  instance.  So  great 
was  their  concern  about  the  arrival  of  a  hostile  fleet  of  pro- 
bably thirty  ships,  that  a  number  of  tro^^ps  hod  been  sent 
from  the  capital  on  the  occasion,  and  such  was  the  haste  nith 
which  they  had  been  sent,  the  fatigue  of  the  service,  the  want 
of  proper  supplies,  and  the  effect  of  the  climate,  for  it  was  in 
the  anhealthy  season,  that  numbers  of  the  men  and,  it  was 
said,  one  fourth  of  the  officers  had  dieil. 

The  Betsimasantka,  or  pei^ple  belonging  to  this  part  of  the 

D 


84  VISITS  TO   MADAGASCAR  chap.  n. 

cuuntry,  a  hardy,  robust,  and  somewhat  athletic  people,  were 
the  ouly  labourer  we  saw,  and  many  of  them  were  slaves. 
The  Hovas,  their  conquerors  and  masters,  showed  all  the 
activity,  enterprise,  intelligeace,  and  acquisitiveness  belonging 
to  their  race,  and  everywhere  exercised  the  prerogatives  of 
victors ;  but,  excepting  when  employed  in  government  work, 
the  labour  of  the  servile  classes  did  not  seem  to  be  excessive 
or  severe,  and  scarcity  of  food,  we  were  told,  was  not  often 
experienced  in  this  part  of  the  country.  Yet  I  was  astonished 
at  the  small  number  of  children,  for  there  seemed  to  be 
scarcely  any  large  families,  few  with  more  than  two  or  three 
children,  and  many  who  were  childlesa 

The  dress  of  the  people  in  general  did  not  indicate  a  state 
of  prosperity.  The  cessation  of  commercial  intercourse  with 
iVIauritius  and  Reunion  was  probably  felt  more  severely  by 
the  people  at  Tamatave  than  by  those  of  any  other  part  of 
the  island,  and  may  have  produced  the  paucity  of  articles  of 
European  clothing  in  this,  the  principal  seaport,  so  apparent 
amongst  all  classes  at  the  period  of  our  visit.  We  found  the 
people  generally  good-natured,  and  anxious  to  hear  about 
the  coimtries  we  had  come  from,  as  well  as  to  talk  of  their 
own ;  willing  at  the  same  time  to  oblige  us  so  far  as  the  re- 
gulations enforced  by  the  government  in  respect  to  Europeans 
would  allow,  and  apparently  glad  that,  in  reference  to  our 
visit,  the  strict  prohibition  of  communication  had  been  some- 
what relaxed. 

I  had  taken  out  with  me  a  number  of  copies  of  the  /Miw- 
trated  London  Kews,  some  exhibiting  our  sovereign.  Queen 
Victoria,  as  appearing  on  public  occasions,  and  those  exhibit- 
ing the  funeral  of  the  late  Duke  of  Wellington.  Mr.  Cameron 
one  day  took  several  of  these  on  shore,  with  which  the  people 
were  greatly  delighted,  and  some  of  the  highest  officers  re- 
quested permission  to  keep  them  until  the  following  day.  No 
picture  amongst  those  taken  on  shore  seemed  to  attract  greater 
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notice  than  tbat  representiug  the  lat^l)uke  preaentUxga  birtli- 
daj  preaerrt  t^  one  of  the  royal  children. 

The  chief  topic  of  con  versa  tiuii,  however,  with  the  people 
generaJlj  haJ  reference  to  the  upeuing  of  the  trade.  Tbey 
tfflid  there  were  large  quantities  of  rice  acciiraulated  in  the 
neighhovrhood  of  the  ports,  that  the  country  was  full  of  fat 
oittle,  and  could  snpply  aTjy  number  ref|uire(3,  while  poultry 
of  all  kinds  was  equally  abundant;  but  that  cloth  and  other 
articles  of  European  manufacture  were  scarce.  All  trade 
with  tlie  £ngli:^h  or  French,  other  than  those  residing  in  the 
island,  waa  prohibited;  and  among  the  natives  themselves  we 
were  told  that  a  good  oi  could  he  bought  in  the  market  for 
five  Spanish  dollars;  that  in  the  iut,tTior  of  the  country  eight 
or  ten  turkfyw  could  he  purcha-sed  for  one  dollar,  valued  at 
about  4a  2(?.j  and  a  secure  or  a  couple  of  dozen  fuwla  fur  the 
wme  Buin.  Native  productions  had  multiplied  during  the 
cessation  of  commerce,  while  the  stoppagfe  of  the  supply  of 
money  from  MaiiritiuB  and  Reunion  ha^l  made  that  article 
exceedingly  scarce.  The  trade  with  America  bati  eumewhat 
increased  since  the  rupture  with  the  Eurojjeana;  and  we  met 
with  Mr.  MiLck,  an  American  connected  with  a  mercantile 
bonne  in  New  York,  who  told  us  that  he  had  been  some  years 
in  the  country,  chiefly  on  the  wcHtem  coast,  and  had  a  con- 
tract %vith  the  goTemroent  to  take  all  the  gum,  and  beea-wax, 
and  Indian  rubber,  which  might  he  ci'llected  for  several  years. 
Arms  and  ammunition,  it  was  stated,  were  the  chief,  tbougli 
not  the  only  ftrtJcles  which  the  native  government  was  to  re- 
ceive in  return.  It  ia  not,  however,  probable  that  the  trade 
with  America  will  increase  to  aiiy  great  extent,  as  horned 
c-tittle  and  rice,  the  two  articles  of  eipurt  which  Madat,'Mscar 
can  supply  in  greatest  abundance,  are  not  thoae  for  which 
America  ia  lik^dy  to  fumiah  any  demand;  and  the  present 
policy  of  the  native  gvivemment  Beeins  rather  directeil  to  the 
subjugation  of  the  disaffected  and  virtually  independent  tribes 
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within  the  island  than  to  the  development  of  its  resources  for 
external  commerce ;  for  although  the  capture  of  the  herds 
belonging  to  any  of  the  tribes  who  may  be  conquered  or 
dispersed  may  increase  the  number  of  disposable  cattle  pos- 
sessed by  the  Hovas,  it  can  only  be  a  temporary  increase,  to 
be  afterwards  followed  by  greater  deficiency. 

But  besides  those  who  were  eager  for  the  arrival  of  the 
money  and  the  articles  of  foreign  manufacture,  which  the 
opening  of  intercourse  with  other  countries  would  bring  to 
lladagascar,  there  were  others  deeply  interested  in  higher  and 
more  importfint  objects,  e^er  after  more  valuable  supplies,  food 
for  the  mind  and  the  heart ;  and  though  we  could  not  satisfy 
their  wantfi,  our  frequent  intercourse  with  them  was  intensely 
interesting,  and  sometimes  deeply  affecting.  Much  im- 
portant information  was  received  from  them;  and  our  best 
advice  and  kindest  Christian  sympathy  appeared  to  be  both 
welcome  and  cheering.  On  one  occasion,  when  one  of  the 
friendly  natives  whom  we  had  expected  to  see  entered  the 
place  where  we  were  sitting,  after  looking  earnestly  at  each  of 
us  for  a  few  moments  and  almost  mechanically  giving  us  his 
hand,  there  came  over  his  whole  countenance  such  an  ex- 
pression as  I  had  never  before  witnessed  in  any  human  being. 
It  was  not  ecstasy,  it  was  not  terror,  and  yet  an  apparent 
blending  of  both,  marked  by  an  intensity  of  feeling  but  rarely 
seen.  During  the  whole  interview,  which  was  long,  there  was 
a  strange  uneasiness  mingled  with  evident  satisfaction,  which 
it  would  be  difficult  to  describe.  It  would  be  unsuitable  to 
make  any  mention  of  his  name,  or  rank,  or  of  the  present 
circumstances  of  some,  or  the  tragical  end,  on  account  of  their 
faith,  of  others,  most  closely  connected  with  him. 

Many  others  were  often  deeply  affected,  sometimes  even  to 
tears,  when  they  found  us  unable  to  supply  what  they  had  so 
long  and  so  earnestly  desired.  I  met  one  day,  in  the  house 
of  a  hospitable  and  friendly  trader,  a  native  chief,  who,  after 
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makiug  inquiries  respecting  several  of  the  miaaiuDatieB  who 
formerly  resided  in  Aladagascar,  aud  telling  me  be  hud 

in  the  scholar  of  cue  of  them,  took  my  hand,  and,  pressing 
it  between  both  hie  own,  expressed  in  French  his  pleasure  in 

long  me,  and  uttered,  in  the  muHt  earnest  aud  deliliej^te 

inner,  bis  fervent  desire  that  the  blessing  of  God  might 
rest  upon  me.  After  he  had  left  U3,  I  a&ked  my  host  if  he 
knew  who  or  wfiut  he  was.  He  said  he  did  not,  that  he  was 
from  the  interior,  and  had  only  recently  come  to  Tamatave. 

Wlieu  on  shore.,  we  were  welcomed  to  the  hoapitality  of 
M.  l^roviut,  a  French  tiierchaiit,  and  also  visited  M.  De 
X^osleJle,  who  came  to  Tamataye  for  a  few  days  while  we  were 
thertv  The  heavy  rains*,  however,  occasionally  detained  ua  on 
hoard  our  vessel  whole  daya  together;  and  llien  our  imprinou- 
raeut  was  ii-ksome  in  the  extreme.  Our  cabin  wiaa  small,  not 
more  than  nine  or  ten  feet  long,  seven  feet  wide,  exclusive 
of  our  berthsj  each  about  eighteen  inches  more,  and  seven 
feet  high,  Iwing  half  above  and  half  below  the  deck.  There 
was  neither  skylight  uor  window,  but  small  apeitiirea,  witb 
filiding  covers  on  the  sidea,  to  admit  air.  All  the  light  entered 
hy  the  door,  so  that  when  it  rained,  and  the  sbdes  were  closed, 
and  the  door  shut,  we  were  in  darkness  and  almost  stifled. 
Oui  captain  and  mate  were  inveterate  smokers,  and  the  fumea 
of  tboir  tobacco,  as  they  lay  in  their  berths  smoking,  some- 
times before  they  rose  in  the  morning  and  aft^er  they  lay 
down  at  night,  as  well  as  at  other  times,  were  to  Mr.  Cameron 
and  ra>*self,  who  conld  neither  of  ua  Hmoke,  itnpleoaaut  in  the 
extreme.  Our  small  cabin,  eating-room,  sittiing-room,  smoking- 
room,  drinking-rooin  for  all,  was  anything  but  clean.  There 
was  a  rickety  table  £jced  in  the  middle,  and  on  this 
tobacco  was  cut  up  for  smoking  and  the  aahes  of  the  pipe 
knocked  out;  the  wine,  rum,  coffee,  or  mnp  spilled  on  it; 
the  melted  wtvx  alao  dropped  upon  it,  in  which  the  candle 
was  6xed  upright  when  a  candle  waa  needed ;  while  the  oil 
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dropping  from  a  dirty  lamp  suspended  from  the  top  rendered 
it  quite  filthy,  and  it  waa  never  washed  except  by  the  rain 
l>eating  in  at  the  door. 

Our  quarters  had  never  been  very  comfortable ;  but  after 
ve  had  been  in  harbour  for  some  time,  our  captain  went  to  an 
island  near  the  reef  and  brought  away  a  number  of  demijohns 
of  rum,  which  had  been  buried  in  the  sand  there  some  time 
before  by  a  smutting  vessel  from  Mauritius;  and  after  this, 
sometimes  our  officers  drank  very  freely  and  got  to  fight- 
ing on  the  deck.  Raw  rum  was  sometimes  given  to  the  men 
in  a  large  basin,  after  which,  the  yelling,  quarrelling,  and 
tumult  that  followed,  made  us  really  apprehensive  for  our 
safety  in  harbour,  to  say  nothing  of  the  prospect  of  our  voyage 
back  to  Alauritius. 

I  used  to  think  that  a  voyage  in  a  steamer  like  the 
**  Indiana "  woidd,  from  the  many  comforts  it  afforded,  tend 
to  spoil  a  missionary  going  to  an  uncivilised  country;  but  a 
voyage  in  such  a  vessel  as  the  "  Gregorio "  would  most 
effectually  counteract  any  such  tendency.  We  certainly  saw 
human  nature  under  a  phase  somewhat  new  to  ourselves,  and 
probably  different  from  most  of  its  ordinary  manifestations. 
Its  development  here  was  sometimes  varied  by  our  steward  or 
cabin  servant,  who  was  quite  an  original — a  native  of  Mau- 
ritius, twenty-five  or  thirty  years  of  age,  healthy,  strong,  and 
good-looking.  He  had  been  servant  to  some  English  officers, 
of  whose  integrity  and  character  he  appeared  to  have  formed 
a  high  estimate.  He  professed  to  be  a  Protestant,  and  was,  in 
his  way,  at  times  very  devout, — reading,  and  sometimes  praying 
audibly,  or  silently,  in  one  corner  of  our  little  dirty  cabin, 
before  stretching  himself  on  the  floor  and  folding  his  little 
dog  Beauty  in  his  arms  as  a  means  of  composing  himself  to 
sleep.  His  knowledge  of  languages,  besides  his  native  Creole, 
consisted  in  a  little  English,  which  he  was  frequently  using, 
a  little  Bengalee,  and  a  little  Malagasy.     He  was  very  fond 
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of  having  hie  own  way,  and  generally  obtained  it;  and  equally 
prepossessed  iu  favuur  of  liis  own  npimon,  wliinli  he  reluctantly 
surrendered,  and  never  ^\"ithout  giving  valid  reasons  wLy  it 
should  have  been  followed. 

Whenever  the  weather  was  favourable,  we  always  spent  aa 
mucli  of  the  day  as  possible  on  shore,  and  always  found  ntuch 
enjoyment  in  noticing  the  rich,  beautiftil,  and  sometimes  uew 
fonus  of  vegetation  which  covered  the  land.  I  met  with  no 
bulbs,  bwt  probably  it  wae  their  season  of  restj  several 
beautiful  varieties  of  acacia,  ef^peciAlly  tlie  yellow-floweriug 
Acacia  imZ/Vaj  grew  everywhere  most  luxuriantly.  Alao  a 
dwnrf  solacum,  with  bright  blue  and  yellow  flowers,  prickly 
leaver,  and  globuhix  ytdluw  berries  about  an  incb  in  diameter. 
I  frequently  met  wkh  the  lively  little  vinca  or  Cathafanthn^ 
rosews,  not  with  pale,  lanky-etalked,  and  sickly-looking  yellow 
leave?,  as  we  aoraetimes  see  them,  in  stoves  at  home,  but 
thick-stalked,  tlwarf,  bushy,  dark-leaved  plants,  every  twig  of 
which  was  terminated  witJi  perfectly  formed  and  deep  rose- 
coloured  flf^wers.  I  noticed  also  several  species  of  what  ap- 
peared to  me  to  be  Gardenia,  6onie  in  blossom ;  aJao  a  beautiful 
little  grasay-iike  plant  with  pale  blue  flowers,  greatly  re- 
seinblicg  the  ^lild  forget-me-not.  There  were  many  kinds  of 
bibliicuB,  both  berbacecua  and  woody,  and  the  riclni]fi,  or 
caator-oil  plants  both  the  purple  and  green  varie^.  The 
nei'gldioiirhodd  of  Tamatave  a[ipeared  rich  iu  indigo  ptauts, 
of  which  there  were  two  or  three  varieties,  one  with  small 
darkHjoloiired  leaves  and  long  spikes  of  reddieh  pink  flowers. 

Amoiigat  the  trees,  I  noticed  the  aleurites,  or  candle  nut, 
with  which  I  bad  been  familiar  iu  the  South  J^ea  Islands,  and 
one  or  two  species  of  Eugeuia.  The  aoil  on  which  they  grew 
was  little  better  than  pure  sand,  and  the  trees  were  dwarfish 
and  stiff.  But  I  waa  most  di:Iigbted  with  the  few  Orchidaceous 
plants  which  I  ubtaltied.  Among  thene  were  Ain/iticuvi 
thurneum,  or  A.  euj^i-huni,  and  the  rare  and  beautiful  Angra- 
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cum  aesquipedaU,  Plants  of  each  of  these  I  succeeded  in 
bringing  safely  to  Alauritius,  and  subsequently  to  England. 
The  two  latter  are,  I  believe,  new  to  this  country,  and  the  ses- 
quipedale  very  distinct  in  its  habit  of  growth,  having  its  broad, 
bluish-green  leaves  of  thin  fine  texture  inserted  very  closely 
together  in  the  stalk,  and  slightly  and  gracefully  curved  to- 
wards the  tip,  and  its  large  waxy,  creamy-yellow  flowers,  four 
or  five  on  a  stalk,  bending  in  a  line  nearly  as  horizontal  as  the 
leaves,  and  differing  in  this  respect  equally  from  the  habit  of 
the  Anffrcecum  caudatwm  and  Angrcecum  ebumeum  or  A. 
aupei'hum.  But  the  greatest  peculiarity  of  this  flower  is  its  long 
fleshy  spur  or  tail,  one  of  which  depending  from  a  flower  I 
measured,  and  found  to  be  fourteen  inches  in  length,  thus 
nearly  approaching  the  foot  and  a  half  to  which  it  owes  its 
name. 

I  often  saw  the  Angrcecwm  seaquipedah  afterwards,  but 
never  met  with  it  in  the  higher  and  cooler  regions  of  the 
country,  only  in  the  lower  and  hottest  districts ;  and  there 
it  was  by  no  means  so  abimdant  as  the  Angnecum  «*yer6«m, 
which  is  a  splendid  Orchid-  The  Angi'(eeum  seaquipedale 
does  not  grow  in  the  moist  and  thickly-wooded  parts  of  the 
lower  districts  of  the  island,  but  generally  on  the  straggling 
trees  along  the  edges  of  the  forest,  or  in  piats  where  the  trees 
are  only  thinly  spread  over  the  country.  It  seemed  to  grow  most 
frequently  on  the  driest  parts  of  the  trunks  and  branches  of 
thinly-leaved  trees,  and  was  but  seldom  seen  near  the  ground. 
The  lai'gest  plants  were  found  about  twelve  or  twenty  feet 
from  the  ground,  and  smaller  ones  higher  up.  It  appeared 
to  grow  most  frequently  where  there  was  plenty  of  light  and 
air.  The  leaves  were  neither  numerous  nor  large;  and  in 
its  native  state  the  plant  presented  a  starved  appearance  and 
straggling  habit.  In  this  state  the  flowers  were  abundant,  and 
deeper  in  colour  thim  when  growing  in  the  shade.  The  roots 
are  not  matted  and  succulent  like  those  of  A,  siiperbumf  but 
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few  in  number,  separate,  long,  and  wiiy,  frequently  running 
down  tlio  outside  of  the  tree  on  wliich  they  grow  twelve  or 
eighteen  feet  or  more;  and  so  tough  in  themselres,  and 
adhering  so  tenocioi^j  to  the  bark  of  the  tree,  that  a 
considerable  amouut  of  force  was  required  tii  break  or  detacU 
them. 

1  once  found  the  trunk  of  a  tree  lying  quite  rotten  on  the 
ground,  and  AngrKfCtiTa,  sesqiiipedale  growing  at  intervals 
along  iu  entire  length.  The  raota  which  had  penetmttd  the 
decayed  ve^etaMe  fibre  of  the  tree  were  Comparatively  white, 
sliort,  and  fiealiy ;  the  leaves  larger,  of  a  darker  green,  nud 
more  succulent;  but  there  were  no  flowers.  The  flowers 
^bjA  a  long  time,  and  are  ohjecta  of  great  beauty.  The 
aspeot  amd  habit8  uf  the  plants  gent  home  appear  much 
altered  for  the  better.  Ttje  plants  placed  in  moas  in  pots 
ue  more  compact  in  habit,  the  leaves  larger  and  of  a  better 
colour,  the  flowers  equal  to  any  I  saw  iu  Madagascar, 
and,  iudteod  of  the  long  wiry  roots,  abort,  thick,  plump, 
greea  roota,  as  large  as  thoee  ai  Abides  crtspwrtu 

Thia  tare  and  beautiful  angrBecnm  flowered  in  the  early 
part  of  the  past  year ;  aud  tbe  following  account  nf  the  plant, 
with  a  6g:ure  and  scientific  description  of  the  flower,  was 
shortly  afterwards  published  by  Doctor  Lindley.* 


*"  The  cmty  original  iici^otLnt  Cm  we  Imve  hiihcrtO'liadortltisfixtmfirdinarf 
pkitl,  coniiisu  of  a  figure  atiJ  u  Tlw  words  of  description  published,  in  iS2i,  by 
Du  Petit  Tlioutirs,  in  tiLa  *  llisEury  uf  the.  Plnnts  faiind  iti  MiLttaga^car,  die  Islo 
of  FTunCfi,  and  BoiiLboa.'  His  fiEiiti^m^nt  is,  Umt  ic  grows  in  MsJugascar  onlj', 
where  it  flcwcrs  in  chc  niDnih  of  Augufi ;  ihut  its  stem  is  eighteen  inches  high, 
fftlh  ^rlaac  ribbon^BliiipccI  Lwu-Lijbcil  Icuvl'S,  a  ioot  long  by  onij  aij^t].  q  half  inchcv 
kicuu!  i  &iid  thnC  ita  duwers  are  very  large  aiii!  whiw.  To  tliis  he  Kfltls  some 
tM:bTi'icAl  multcT  uiLBeceessry  to  ba  repTiTilcd.  Ha  called  it  seEi^uijiedalion, 
bccuufie  iu  lli:>werii  were  a  foot  and  a  half  long. 

"  From  iho  time  (Imi  iho  cxistBUce  of  ibis  noblo  plant  wus  known,  it  ba*  been 
Uie  ftnxionB  wish  of  EiiropiiAJis  lo  procnru  iL  fur  cnltivaLian  ;  and  01  la^t,  at  the 
Bnil  of  thirtj-five  jeare,  the  object  has  bi;tn  guincd.  Tho  itev,  Mr.  Ellis,  in  Iii,B 
ri&ii  to  MAiin^oscar,  iii:i;C  wiLb  it  in  the  Forvsts  of  Lbut  iiiluui],  and,  lirivtng  sut- 
Medediu  seiiitiitg  Uoiuc   ihrec  planlis  id  a  living  slate,  oats  of  chucD  flowered 
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But  the  moBt  rare  and  choice  botanical  acquitdtion  which 
I  made  during  this  Tisit  was  the  beautiful   aquatic  plant 
Ouvirandra  fenestraliSy  which  Sir  W.  J.  Hooker  designates 
"  one  of  the  most  curious  of  nature's  vegetable  productions,** 
and  which  he  has  since  described  as  the  water  yam  or  lace  leaf. 
Dr.  Lindley  had  drawn  my  attention  to  this  and  other  Mada- 
gascar planta  before  my  departure,  and  bad  shown  me  a  draw- 
ing of  it  in  the  work  of  Du  Petit  Thouara.     At  Mauritius  M. 
Bojer,  a  distinguished  naturalist,  who  had  formerly  resided  in 
Madagascar,  very  frankly  and  kindly  informed  me  of  the 
localities  in  which  the  plants  I  was  anxious  to  obtain  were 
mout  likely  to  be  found.   From  the  work  of  Du  Petit  Thouara 
in  M.  Bojer*8  possession,  I  copied  the  ouvirandra  in  a  size 
rather  larger  than  the  engraving,  and,  by  exhibiting  this  to  the 
natives,  at  length  found  one  man  who  knew  where  it  grew. 
His  master,   who  had   shown   me  many  acts   of  kindness, 
allowed  him  to  go  and  search  for  it,  and  after  two  or  three 
days  he  told  me  he  had  found  it  growing  in  a  stream,  but 
that  there  were  so  many  crocodiles  in   the  water  that  he 
bonld  not  get  it.     The  late  rains,  it  was  said,  had  made  them 

magnificently  at  Hoddcsden  during  his  renewed  absence  from  England  ;  when 
Mrs.  Ellis  faTOored  oa  with  a  flower  for  examination,  and  an  extreme];  clever 
sketch  of  the  specimen,  showing  its  manner  of  growth. 

"  The  plant  forms  a  stem  about  eighteen  inches  high,  covered  with  long  leathery 
leaves  in  two  ranks  like  Vanda  tricolor,  and  its  allies  ;  bat  they  have  a  much 
more  beaatiful  appearance,  owing  to  a  drooping  hahit,  and  a  delicate  bloom 
which  clothes  their  surface  From  the  axils  of  the  uppermost  of  these  leaves 
appear  short  stiff  flower-stalks,  each  bearing  three,  and  sometimes  five  flowers, 
extending  seven  inches  in  breadth,  and  the  same  in  height.  They  are  fur- 
nished with  a  Arm,  curved,  tapering,  tail-like  spur,  about  fourteen  inches  long. 
When  first  open,  the  flower  is  slightly  tinged  with  green  ;  except  the  lip,  which 
is  always  pure  white  ;  after  a  short  time  the  green  disappears,  and  the  whole 
surface  acquires  the  softest  waxy  texture,  and  perfect  whiteness.  In  this  con- 
dition they  remain,  preserving  all  their  delicate  beauty  for  moro  than  five  weeks. 
Even  before  they  expand,  the  greenish  buds,  which  are  three  inches  long,  have 
a  very  noble  appearance. 

"  Of  this  superb  plant,  the  largest-flowered  of  all  the  Orchids,  we  understand 
that  the  only  specimens  in  the  country  are  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  Ellis  and 
Mr.  Vcitch.  "—Gordenff'*  Chron.,  April  11, 1857. 
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more  nomerous  at  that  particuljir  place*  At  lengtli  lie  tirougfat 
me  a  fiQe  lot  of  plants  in  exoellcnt  condition,  and  I  waa  glad 
to  remu-d  him  fur  hia  trouble,  and  to  take  them  immediaiely 
under  my  own  cbar^. 

Tlie  natives  deiicribe  this  plant  as  growiug  iu  nmiiiu^ 
streams.  The  root  or  rhizome  is  about  the  size  of  a  ttnui'jt 
thumb  in  thickness^  and  six  or  nine  ioches  long,  often  brajich* 
ing  in  different  directions  like  the  roots  of  the  ginger  or 
tiirraeric,  but  in  on^  continuoue  gruwth,  not  n  sttccussiou  of 
distinct  formations  attached  at  the  termination  uf  one  and 
thccommencemeiit  of  another.  The  root  iacoinp'isi'd  nfn  wliito 
de«hy  fiubstonoi  apparently  witliont  large  or  tougli  Hbres,  and 
u  covered  with  a  somewhat  thick  tight  brown  bkiu,  I  was  In- 
formed that  it  aUo  grew  in  places  which  were  dry  at  c«rtaiu 
■eftsons  of  the  year:  that  the  leave-s  then  difd  down,  hut  Um 
root.buritd  inthemud,  rctaint'd  its  vitulily,aiid,  when  ihu  water 
retnmed,  freah  leaves  burat  forth.  The  nativea  spoke  of  it  aa 
tenacious  of  life,  and  aaid  that  wherever  the  earth  around  oven 
the  Bmalleat  portion  of  it  remained  moist,  that  portimi  would  ]jut 
forth  I^vea  when  again  covered  with  water.  This  phmt  is  n<]L 
only  extremely  ctuiou^  but  also  very  valuable  to  the  natlvus, 
who,  at  certain  Eea6<"«na  of  the  year^  gather  it  aa  an  article  of  TikhI, 
— the  fleshy  root,  when  cooked,  yielding-  a  farinaccnuN  aiah- 
stance  resembling  the  ymn.  Hence  ila  native  nftniic,  owri'mii- 
dra/jw,  literally,  yam  of  the  water, — ouvi  in  the  Malagasy  and 
Polynesian  languages  signifying  yam,  and  j'ano  iu  tlie  former 
and  some  of  the  latter  signifying  water. 

The  uuvirandra  in  not  only  a  rare  and  curiuus,  but  a  nin- 
gularly  beautiful  plant,  both  in  structure  aad  colour.  Krum 
the  several  crowns  of  the  bnmching  root  growing  often  a  fuot 
or  more  deep  in  the  water,  a  number  of  graceful  leaves^  nine 
or  ten  inches  long^  and  two  or  three  inches  wide,  spread  out 
horizontally  just  beneath  the  surface  of  the  water.  The 
flower-stalks  rise   from   the   centre  of  the  leaves,   jmd   the 
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branching  or  forked  flower  is  curious ;  but  the  structure  of  the 
leaf  is  peculiarly  so,  and  seems  like  a  living  fibrous  skeleton 
rather  than  an  entire  leaf.  The  longitudinal  fibres  extend  in 
curved  lines  along  its  entire  length,  and  are  united  by  thread- 
like fibres  or  veins,  crossing  them  at  right  angles  from  side  to 
side,  at  a  short  distance  from  each  other.  The  whole  leaf 
looks  as  if  composed  of  fine  tendrils,  wrought  after  a  most 
regular  pattern,  so  aa  to  resemble  a  piece  of  bright  green  lace 
or  open  needlework-  Each  leaf  rises  from  the  crown  on  the 
root  like  a  short  delicate-looking  pale  green  or  yellow  fibre, 
gradually  unfolding  its  feathery-looking  sides,  and  increas- 
ing its  size  as  it  spreads  beneath  the  water.  The  leaves  in 
their  several  stages  of  growth  pass  through  almost  every  gra- 
dation of  colour,  from  a  pale  yellow  to  a  dark  olive  green, 
becoming  brown  or  even  black  before  they  finally  decay ;  air 
bubbles  of  considerable  size  frequently  appearing  under  the 
full-formed  and  healthy  leaves.  It  is  scarcely  possible  to  ima- 
gine any  object  of  the  kind  more  attractive  and  beautiful  than 
a  full-grown  specimen  of  this  plant,  with  its  dark  green  leaves 
forming  the  limit  of  a  circle  two  or  three  feet  in  diameter,  and 
in  the  transparent  wat«r  within  that  circle  presenting  leaves  in 
every  stage  of  development,  botii  as  to  colour  and  size.  Nor 
is  it  the  least  curious  to  notice  that  these  slender  and  fragile 
structures,  apparently  not  more  substantial  than  the  gossamer 
and  flexible  as  a  feather,  still  possess  a  tenacity  and  wiriness 
which  allow  the  delicate  leaf  to  be  raised  by  the  hand  to  the 
surface  of  the  water  without  injury. 

I  succeeded  in  conveying  this  plant  safely  to  Mauritiufi, 
where  it  was  preserved  for  more  than  a  year,  and  seemed  to 
thrive  best  in  running  water  at  a  temperature  of  about  74*.  I 
was  happy  to  present  specimens  of  it  to  M.  Bojer,  and  to  Mr. 
Duncan,  the  director  of  the  Royal  Botanical  Gardens  at  Pam- 
plemouses.  At  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  Mr,  M'^Gibbon  kindly 
took  charge  of  it  during  my  absence  on  a  journey  of  nearly 
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five  moDtbs  Into  the  interior,  and  I  willingly  left  a  plant  in 
tho  botanic  gardens  there.  Since  my  retura  to  England,  I 
have  had  much  satisfaction  in  presenting  specimeua  of  this  rare 
plant  to  the  Royal  Gardens  at  Kew,  \o  the  gardens  of  the  Hor- 
ticultural Society  at  Chifiwicfc,  and  to  those  at  Uegent'g  Park, 
and  to  the  Crystal  Piilace. 

The  plautfi  at  these  places,  eepecially  those  at  Kew,  appear 
to  thrive  remarkahly  well,  the  leaves  being  equal  in  size  and 
beauty  to  any  whicli  I  saw  in  I^IadagaHCftr.  Among  a  few 
cotnparatiTL-Iy  mnall  plants  which  I  grew  in  a  glass  milk- 
pan,  with  but  a  small  depth  of  earth,  one  flowered  during  the 
past  summer.  The  seed  ripened  quickly,  and  fell  npon  the 
earth  at  the  bottom  of  the  pan,  where  it  soun  germinated, 
and  in  the  same  pan  with  the  parent  plant  seven  or  eight 
young  seedling  plants  are  growing  with  pale  green  leaves 
half  an  inch  long.  The  length  of  the  leaf-stalks  seems  to  be 
regulated  by  the  depth  of  the  water ;  when  this  is  shallow 
these  are  nhort.,  as  seen  in  the  annexed  engravings  but  when 
the  water  is  deep  the  stalks  are  long,  as  represented  by  the 
eingk  leaf  on  the  side.  The  leaves  are  always  just  beneath  the 
Eurface,  but  the  flower-stem  rises  above  the  water.  Sir  W.  J. 
Ifooker  published  a  minute  scientific  description  of  the  ouvi- 
randra,  and  a  figure  of  the  plant,  in  the  "  Botanical  Journal," 
very  soon  after  the  plant  had  been  brought  to  England. 

Fifteen  days  after  our  letters  had  been  sent  to  the  capital 
of  Madajiascaj,  we  heard  that  answers  had  been  received.  On 
the  following  morning,  having  been  invited  to  receive  com- 
tnunicationa  from  the  oflicers  of  the  government,  the  captain 
of  our  vesHel,  Jlr.  Cameron,  and  myself,  went  to  M*  De  La»- 
telle's,  where  we  met  the  chief  judge,  the  harbour  master,  the 
chief  of  the  customs,  and  other  o0ficers,  and  partook  of  a  most 
eumptunuB  lircakfast  provided  by  our  host.  After  breakfrist. 
the  chief  judge  delivered  to  the  captain  the  answers  of  the 
queen  to  the  memorial  of  the  merchants  at  Mauritius,  for 
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which  he  required  a  receipt.  He  also  gave  us  the  replies  to 
our  own  communications.  Having  formally  delivered  the 
letters,  the  judge  and  oflHcera  retired,  and  shortly  afterwards 
we  proceeded  to  the  beach,  where  Mr.  Cameron  read  the  letters 
from  the  government.  They  were  courteous  and  kindly  ex- 
pressed, but  stated  that  there  was  much  public  business  of 
the  queen's  on  hand  which  required  considerable  time  to 
finish,  and  recommended  us  to  return  across  the  water  lest  we 
should  be  overtaken  with  sickness.* 

There  was  in  this  answer  no  direct  refusal  of  permission, 
but  a  declaration  that  the  parties  were  much  occupied,  and  a 
recommendation  to  us  to  leave  the  island.  We  could  not  but 
feel  regret  at  being  obliged  to  return  without  visiting  the 
capital  and  remaining  longer  amongst  the  people;  but  no 
alternative  was  left,  and,  desiring  to  acquiesce  in  what  ap- 
peared to  be  the  intimation  of  the  Divine  will,  we  prepared 
for  our  departure.  Our  friends  did  not  seem  disappointed, 
but  regarded  the  replies  as  more  friendly,  and  even  more 
favourable  to  our  object,  than  they  had  expected,  considering 
that  the  edict  forbidding  all  intercourse  with  foreigners  was 
still  in  force,  the  indemnity  or  compensation  required  by  the 
queen  not  having  yet  been  paid.  In  the  opinion  of  some  of 
our  friends,  more  good  might  result  from  our  visit  to  the 
coast  than  if,  at  that  particular  time,  we  had  gone  to  the 
capitaL 

Two  days  afterwards  M.  Be  Lastelle  invited  us  again  to  a 
breakfast,  which  was  truly  sumptuous.  We  had  much  con- 
versation relative  to  the  fever  and  other  diseases  to  which  the 
natives  are  subject,  and  the  medical  properties  of  many  of 
their  plants.  Mr.  Cameron  and  I  had  shown  the  natives 
some  photographic  pictures  which  we  had  taken,  and  several 
of  the  officers  looking  at  some  we  had  with  us  on  that  occ&< 

*  The  Malagasy  fever,  bo  preTalcnt,  and  oflcn  fatal,  on  the  coast  at  certain 
seasons  of  the  jear. 
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eiou^  expressed  n  strong  desire  to  Ixave  tlieir  likenesses  taken 
before  we  left ;  and  as  M.  Dt  Lastelle  pointed  out  a  boii^o 
in  bis  enclasure  iii  which  we  could  operate,  we  went  on  board 
for  the  daguerreotype  apparatus,  as  that  proceas  could  be  most 
rejulily  employed.  When  wo  retimied  to  the  share  there  was 
a  little  difficulty,  but  tlii^  being  overcorae,  the  apparatus  was 
brought  on  shore,  and  the  next  day  Mr.  Cameron  took  a 
number  of  daguerreotype  likeni'sses,  with  which  the  originals 
were  miicli  delitfhted. 

While  thus  employed  we  received  a  visit  from  &  native  of 
same  consequentCj  who  was  described  to  us  as  being  of  the 
twelfth  honour,  and  one  of  the  most,  celebrated  diviners  or 
workers  of  the  sikidy  in  tlie  isljinil.  He  was  in  height  about 
the  middle  stature,  rather  broad-s^et  than  corpulent;  good- 
looking,  light  tawny  coloured,  and  aeemiugly  about  forty-five 
years  of  age.  He  waa  dressed  in  a  pink  figured  shirt,  over 
which  he  wore  the  white  Jamba.  He  also  had  on  a  broad- 
hrinimed  hat  of  bliick  camlet,  with  a  very  wide  tw.nd  of  gold 
lace.  His  name  wan  Ratranomholo,  or  "the  silver  house." 
Some  of  the  people  appeared  to  regard  him  with  a  certain  sort 
of  dread,  and  there  was  about  him  an  air  of  great  reserve  aod 
iiuportance.  The  eon  of  the  lat-e  judge  of  the  district  was 
Bitting  for  hia  portrait  when  he  arrived.  He  esamined  the 
camera,  and  seemed  astonished  at  the  accuracy  with  which 
the  figure  was  shown  on  the  ground  gla-ss.  He  wished  to 
have  his  own  portrait  taken  for  himself;  but  as  he  would  not 
consent  to  a  second  being  tfvken  Ut  be  retained  hy  us,  bta 
wish  was  not  gratified,  and,  after  looking  with  much  aeemiug 
mystery  at  the  raiuiatures  already  takeu,  he  left  the  place. 

We  spent  as  much  of  our  time  as  possible  with  our  valued 
friends  on  Bhore,  advising,  and  encouraging  them  in  their 
difficult  position.  We  also  lef^  commuuieations  and  small 
presenlaforour  brethren  at  the  capital,  t^_>getber  with  a  trifling 
amount  of  relief  for  those  who  were  in  distress ;  and  finally, 
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on  the  evening  of  the  8th  of  August,  at  a  late  hour,  took  leave 
of  our  kind  friends  at  the  water*8  edge  and  proceeded  to  our 
ship,  grateful  for  the  hospitality  shown  us  by  the  foreign 
traders,  and  for  the  good  feeling  and  general  kindness  mani- 
fested by  the  chiefs  and  people. 

Early  on  the  following  moming  M.  Duprat,  a  native  of 
Italy,  who  had  been  some  years  on  the  island,  but  had  suf- 
fered much  from  fever,  from  which  he  was  not  yet  recovered, 
came  on  board,  and  we  soon  afterwards  made  sail  towards 
Mauritius.  Our  voyage,  owing  to  head  winds,  calms,  the  bad 
condition  of  our  rigging,  and  other  causes  not  unattended 
with  danger,  was  unusually  tedious,  and  from  the  incon- 
veniences on  board,  and  the  conduct  of  the  officers,  it  was 
excessively  painful. 

The  sun's  rays  were  generally  too  strong  to  allow  us  to 
leave  our  little  close  cabin  during  the  daytime,  and  when  we 
did  so,  as  there  was  scarcely  more  than  a  few  feet  of  clear 
space  on  deck,  exercise  was  impossible.  The  only  season  of 
relief  was  the  evening,  and  this  pleasant  time,  unless  pre- 
vented by  rain,  I  always  spent  on  deck,  watching  the  sea  and 
the  stars ;  or  musing  on  the  land  I  had  recently  left,  with  the 
deeply  interesting  state  of  the  people  by  which  it  was  in- 
habited ;  or  thinking  of  others  more  remote  in  my  far  distant 
and  happy  home ;  and  occasionally  listening  to  the  mellow  or 
falsetto  voices  of  one  or  two  of  the  Malagasy  sailors,  who 
sometimes  beguiled  the  hours  of  the  evening  watch  with  their 
simple  native  songs. 

Ever  since  we  had  expressed  our  apprehensions  in  conse- 
quence of  the  large  quantity  of  rum  brought  on  board  our 
ship,  our  captain  had  not  only  seemed  less  anxious  to  make 
our  position  comfortable,  but  had  occasionally  given  us  un- 
necessary annoyance.  One  day  the  cabin  boy  told  me  he  had 
been  ordered  to  pour  a  kettle  of  boiling  water  over  some  choice 
plants  which  I  had  brought  from  Madagascar  and  was  anxious 
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to  preserve,  but  that  he  had  not  done  so.  A  little  attentiou 
wtich  I  liad  shown  the  poor  fellow  in  a  time  of  sickness  had 
probably  made  him  ray  friend,  and  Baved  tny  plante. 

Eighteen  days  after  leaving  Mftflagascar  we  saw  the  lofty 
volcanic  land  of  Reunion.     This  idaud  is  much,  higher  than 

I  JkfauritiuEi,  more  compact  in  form,  and  its  acenery  consequently 
less  picturesque  and  beautifnl*  We  were  probably  sixty 
luilea  distant  when  it  was  first  aeun,  and  though  clouda  rested 
on  its  higher  portions,  its  summit  and  the  greater  part  of  ita 
outline  were  often  afterwards  clearly  visible.  The  coast  of 
this  island  is  much  espased  in  conseqnenpe  of  the  absence  of 
ehelterng  reefs  and  ileep  bays.  WTiile  sailing  along  in  sight 
of  itj  we  were  told  by  some  od  board  with  us  that  there  were 
great  numbers  of  tamarind  and  other  fragrant  trees,  and  that 
at  certuiji  seasons  uf  the  year  the  odours  from  the  tamarind 
bloasom  and  other  flowers  were  wafted  far  over  the  ocean, 
perfuming  the  air,  to  the  great  enjoyment  of  those  sailing 
near  ita  coaat.  We  were,  Lowe\'er,  beyond  the  reach  of  these 
oduTOUH  breezeSj,   or  the  tamarind  and  other  fragrant   trees 

^were  not  in  blossom,  for  none  of  the  perfiune  reached  Ms,  or 
re  might  have  realised  the  truth  of  Milton*B  lines — 

"  As  whan  to  thera  who  sail 
Beyond  the  Cape  of  Hope,  nod  iiuw  are  piuc 
MuzAcnLic,  off  at  bpa  nonli-east  wiuils  blow 
SalKan  odours  from  the  Bpicjr  ghora 
Or  Araby  the  Bleal  -,  with  such  deUy 
Well  |>1tiaaed  tbuy  liiiMk  [luor  couriic,  niid  nmny  b  league 
Cbeer'd  with  the  graiefol  raioU  oW  Ocwii  sniileB." 

On  Sunday,  the  28th  of  Auguat,  we  obtained  our  first  sight 
of  Mauritius,  but  wind  aiid  sea  were  against  us,  and  two 
DjghU  afterwards  it  blew  a  gale,  which  our  ship,  in  its  crippled 
condition  with  regard  to  rigging,  was  but  ill  able  to  bear. 
During  the  day  we  sailed  as  near  the  land  as  practicable,  and 
at  night  stood  out  to  sea.  Nothing  could  surpass  the  beauty 
of  the  scenery  of  Mauritius  as  viewed  from  the  aetu     The 
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lofty  mountains  of  varied  form,  conical  or  peaked  with  broad 
shoulders,  on  which  the  clouds  often  rested,  rising  above  the 
wooded  ravine,  with  the  fertile  or  rocky  hills  said  vales,  and, 
nearer  the  sea,  the  neat  white  villas,  generally  embowered 
among  trees,  and  the  wide-spreading  cane-fields  in  fresh  and 
lively  green,  all  combined  to  produce  an  amount  of  pleasure 
which,  while  we  looked  upon  them,  almost  made  us  forget  for 
the  time  the  discomfort  of  our  position.  At  length,  after  being 
tantalised  till  midnight,  on  the  1st  of  September  we  anchored 
near  the  bell  buoy  outside  the  harbour,  and  were  towed  into 
the  inner  harbour  by  a  steam  tug  early  on  the  following 
morning.  We  lost  no  time  in  proceeding  to  the  shore  and 
seeking  our  friends,  grateftd  for  the  Divine  protection  and 
goodness  we  had  experienced  amid  the  perils  of  the  deep, 
through  which  we  had  been  so  mercifully  preserved. 
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Compensation  sent  to  the  Queen  of  Madagascar,  —  Sinifltion  of  PqH  Louis,  — 

Cusniopolitiin   Aspect  of   its   lulinbiunts. —  DcsigniitiuTi   of  tlic;    Sbopa 

Kunlber  and  eplendid  Appc^aruiica  uf  the  Trees  aod  Fli)wt.'i's  or  Fort  Loulff. 
—  Description  or  the  Bataair.  —  Exhibilion  cif  ihe  Society  of  Agriculture 
and  Arte.  —  Arrivsl  oF  tlie  Surrivors  of  the  Wreck  of  the  "Meridian."  — 
Uoipitultiy  nnd  Munificence  af  the  Inhabitants  uf  MaunLiua  — T«$timo- 
Tfiu)  It)  Captain  Lartlow. — Hcligioua  Scrricca  for  Ihc  Seamen. — Visit  to 
Moka,-— Resilience  of  (lie  lute  Dr.  Tjiom, —  Aw;cnt  of  ihc  Pouce  Mountain, 
and  View  from  llic  Summit.  —  PlsHt  Hunting  in  die  Woadi. —  Rcturo  of 
Mr.  Cameron  from  Mitniingusciir.  —  TtmiB  on  whith  the  Trade  of  Foruign 
Coanlrics  with  StaiiBgivscm  wns  renewed, —  Letter  to  Foreigners  from  tLo 
Queen'*  Secretary, 

The  remembrance  of  the  weaiiBomenesa  and  of  the  accu- 
mulated disa^eeablea  of  our  voyage  front  Jladagascar  was 
soon  oLilitemttHl  by  the  cordial  welcome  and  the  frarik  auti 
cheerful  hospitality  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kelsey,  into  whoae 
pleasant  family  circle  I  was  again  admitted.  The  satisfaction 
wising  from  finding  myself  in  sqcla  cirenmatances  was  in- 
creased by  the  perusal  of  cheering  tidings  from  home,  which 
bad  arrived  dunng  my  absence.  But  as  it  wafi  desirable  that 
I  should  remain  some  time  in  MauritiUB,  I  went  to  reside  in 
the  §ame  house  with  Mr.  aiad  Mrs.  Le  Brun,  where  I  found 
a  comfortable  home  and  pleasant  Christiau  society  until  1  em- 
barked again  for  MadagaacM-. 

The  merchants  of  SlauritiuB  lost  no  time  in  Bubscribing 
the  required  sum  of  15,000  dollars,  which  was  the  amount 
dematided  by  the  Queen  of  Maditgascar  before  she  would 
grant  permission  for  the  renewal  of  traile. 

Mr.  Cameron  being  still  at  Port  Louis,  and  having,  on 
account  of  hitt  influence  with  the  Malagasy,  and  hii^  knowledge 
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of  their  language,  been  invited  by  the  merchants  to  proceed 
with  Mr.  Maogeot,  one  of  their  own  number,  to  Tamatave,  to 
pay  this  money,  and  to  arrange  with  the  native  authorities  for 
the  renewal  of  the  trade,  sailed  from  Fort  Louis  in  the 
"Nimble"  on  the  10th  of  October;  and  thus  afforded  an  op- 
portunity, of  which  advantage  was  readily  taken,  to  commu- 
nicate farther  with  our  friends  in  Madagascar. 

The  harbour  of  Port  Louis  is  capacious  and  secure.  The 
town  is  situated  at  the  head  of  the  bay,  and  is  enclosed  on  the 
east,  the  north,  and  the  south,  by  mountains  at  no  great 
distance  from  the  shore.  The  highest  of  these  is  the  Pouce, 
a  mass  of  ancient  volcanic  rock,  which  rises  immediately 
behind  the  town  to  an  elevation  of  2800  feet,  and  from  this  a 
range  of  volcanic  mountain  extends  towards  the  sea  in  a  south- 
west direction,  terminating  in  a  high  steep  point,  on  which 
the  signal  station,  announcing  the  approach  of  vessels  to  the 
port,  is  fixed.  A  sort  of  spur  of  the  Pouce  stretches  in  a  line 
towards  the  head  of  the  bay,  and  is  surmounted,  at  its  western 
extremity,  by  the  citadel,  which  overlooks  the  harbour  and 
town.  Another  mountain  range,  behind  which  the  summit 
of  the  Peterboth  is  seen,  extends  to  the  north-west,  and  thus 
includes,  as  in  a  semicircle.  Port  Louis  and  its  picturesque 
environs.  The  government  house  is  situated  at  the  upper 
end  of  a  broad  open  space  called  the  Place  d'Armes,  planted 
on  each  side  with  trees,  and  extending  about  500  yards  from 
the  landing-place  towards  the  mountains.  Viewed  from  the 
harbour,  the  warehouses  near  the  ^ore  and  the  buildings  in 
the  centre  of  the  town  look  stately  and  imposing.  The  camp 
or  town  of  Coolies,  with  here  and  there  the  cupola  or  minaret 
of  a  mosque,  stretches  to  the  left,  and  the  camp  or  town  of 
Creoles  extends  to  the  right,  and  exhibits  the  painted 
wooden  cottages  of  the  former  slaves  and  others  in  the  midst 
of  small  cultivated  gardens,  enclosed  with  walls  of  loose  stones, 
and  extending  to  some  distance  upwards  firom  the  baae  of  the 
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■fgnal  mountain.  The  aspect  of  these  several  localHiea  indi- 
catea  the  widely  different  clfiKses  comprised  in  the  population 
of  Port  Loiiift,  and  at  the  same  time  imparts  an  o^eeable 
variety  to  the  prospect. 

But  it  ia  chiefly  on  landing  that  a  Bcene  peoi]Uarly  novel 
and  striking  meets  the  eye  of  &  stranger  from  Europe.  On 
the  ciistom-house  quay  all  ia  activity  and  bustle,  even  in  the 
hotteflt  port  of  the  day.  Gangs  of  CooHps  are  toiling,  and 
eing  in  a  low  monotonouB  tune,  as  they  empty  the  barges  or 
lighters  that  lie  along  the  edge  of  the  wharf,  and  depoeit 
their  contents  under  large  sheds  on  the  ehore.  Weighers  are 
busy  at  the  public  scales;  clerks,  and  custjjin -house  officers, 
and  merchants  or  traders  of  India  or  Europe,  Arabs,  Paraees, 
English^  French,  JMauritiaa  and  Chinese,  all  in  their  dis- 
tinctive oosbimea,  may  be  met  with  there,  some  with  the 
high-crowned  hat  and  stiff  angular  dress  of  the  European, 
others  in  the  loose  flowing  white  robe  and  turban  of  India  or 
Arabia, — most  of  the  former,  and  some  of  the  latter,  seeking 
protectioD  from  the  fierce  rays  of  the  sun  under  large  uni- 
brellaa. 

On  the  outside  of  the  cuRtom-house  premiae&  numbers  of 
mulcteera  with  their  carta  may  be  seen  during  the  greater 
part  of  the  day  waiting  to  be  hired,  while  others  within  are 
loading  or  removing  the  goods  on  which  the  dues  have  been 
paid.  Most,  of  the  labourers  about  the  wharves  and  ware- 
houses are  eitlier  Cooliea  or  Chinamen.  The  latter  appear 
generally  more  robust  and  hardy  than  the  former,  yet  both 
are  employed  in  working  all  day  under  the  ecorehing  sun 
without  appearing  to  suffer  inconvenience.  There  are  upwards 
of  10,000  Indians  in  Port  Louis,  and  an  equal  number  of  ex- 
apprenticea.  In  1851,  the  whole  population  of  Port  Louis 
was  about  50,000,  but  it  has  probably  much  increased  since 
that  time. 

The  aame  activity  characterises  the  business  parts  of  the 


B   3 


54  VISITS  TO  MADAGASCAR.  chap,  mi. 

town  during  the  early  part  of  the  day ;  and  the  inhabitanta 
here  also  present  an  equal  diversity  of  costume  and  character. 
Arab,  Parsee,  Bengalee  or  Chinese  merchants,  or  traders  from 
Muscat  or  Bombay,  Tranquebar,  Pondicherry,  Madras,  or 
Calcutta,  Singapore  or  Canton ;  with  English  and  French  mer- 
chants and  sailors;  English  militaiy;  the  local  police,  the 
latter  wearing  the  same  uniform  as  that  of  London,  excepting 
that  the  tops  of  their  hats  are  covered  with  white  canvas 
instead  of  glazed  oilskin.  The  Indian  police  wear  white 
robes  and  turbans,  and  broad  blue  sashes  or  belt« ;  besides 
these  are  the  Arabian  or  Indian  hawkers  of  the  produce  of 
their  respective  countries,  and  the  Creoles  of  Africa  or  Mada- 
gascar, carrying  large  flat  baskets  of  vegetables  or  fruit  on 
their  heads,  and  inviting  custom  for  their  goods  in  tones  more 
attractive  than  the  cries  of  London; — all  these,  and  many 
others,  may  be  met  with  in  a  short  walk  through  some  parts 
of  the  town,  or  found  gathered  round  a  public  auction,  of 
which  there  are  at  times  several  in  a  day ;  and  the  language 
of  all  these  different  nations  may  also  at  times  be  heard, 
though  Creole  French  is  perhaps  the  most  common. 

Few  places,  perhaps,  of  equally  limited  extent  present  a 
population  so  perfectly  cosmopolitan  as  that  of  Port  Louis. 
The  streets  of  the  town,  which  are  many  of  them  wide,  cross 
each  other  at  right  angles,  and  are  in  some  parts  cooled  by 
water-courses,  and  shaded  by  trees.  The  houses  of  the  mer- 
chants and  more  respectable  inhabitants  are  good,  being 
generally  spacious  and  substantial  stone  buildings,  chiefly 
after  the  French  style.  The  large  stooe-walled  warehouses 
are  often  delightfully  cool  in  the  middle  of  the  day.  Many 
of  the  inferior  dwellings  are  of  wood,  and  often  stand  de- 
tached, even  in  the  streets,  which  may  probably  prevent  fires 
from  proving  so  fearfully  destructive  as  might  otherwise  be 
the  case.  The  shops  are  of  almost  every  imaginable  kind, 
^om  the  well-furnished  English  store  to  the  little  box-like 
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room  in  wLJch  a  Malabar  or  a  Cre*jle  ofTere  cigara  or  tobacco 
for  sale.  i\Iany  of  the  shops  are  well  fitted  np  and  furDislied, 
some  with  considerable  pretension  and  display,  especially 
those  of  the  chemists  aaJ  druggists,  which,  considering  the 
size  of  the  place,  appear  to  be  very  numerous.  Most  of  the 
craf^men  and  skilled  workmen  of  the  place  are  CreoleSj  or 
ei-apprentices,  with  the  exception  of  the  cabinet-makera,  of 
which  a  large  proportion  are  Chinese,  who  are  industrious 
and  frugal,  though  said  to  be  addicted  to  gaming.  It  waa 
strange  to  a  European  to  notice.  In  the  shops  of  the  ludions, 
the  shopman  or  master  seated  cro&s-legged  on  the  counter, 
with  his  goods  piled  on  shelves  on  each  aide  aad  behind  him, 
80  that  ho  cotdd  exhibit  bis  warea,  serve  his  customers, 
and  keep  his  accounts,  without  rising  from  his  seat.  The 
effect  of  climate,  to  which  it  is  probable  this  habit  is  to  he 
ascribed,  woidd  seem  not  confined  to  Aaiatice.  I  heard  a  lady 
say  she  was  on  one  occasion  intjiiiring  for  a  certain  article,  I 
think  Berlin  wool,  when  the  shopkeeper  replied  he  believed 
he  had  some,  but  it  waa  "up  there,"  pointing  to  a  shelf  near 
the  ceiling,  and  that  it  was  too  hot  for  him  to  get  the  parcel 
down  then. 

In  nunaberfl  of  the  small  shops  the  articles  are  both  made 
and  sold  in  the  same  place;  and  in  some  parta,  especially  in 
the  Malabar  or  Asiatic  quarter,  both  these  proceedings  are 
more  frequently  carried  on  in  the  open  air  than  within  doors. 
Many  of  the  persons  of  colour  seem  fond  of  giving  names  to 
their  shops,  and  these  were  at  times  somewhat  amusing.  I 
saw  written  over  a  cigar  and  tobacco  shop  which  I  frequently 
passed^  "  Au  petit  Fashionable ;"  over  others,  "  Au  petite  Ele- 
gance," *'■  Au  petit  CoEiiDopolite,"  &c.  A  little  tinsmith's  shop, 
scarcely  more  than  a  couple  of  yards  wide,  and  in  front  almo&t 
all  window  and  door,  had  wTltten  over  it,  *'  Au  petit  Eapoir." 
Over  a  confectioner's  shop  was  written,  "Au  Temple  dea 
Doucea."     Other  names  were  more  strange  and   imexpected, 
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as,  "  A  bon  Diable,"  and  "  A  pauvre  Diable ; "  "  A  la  Sainte 
Famille"  over  a  haberdasher's  shop,  and  "  A  la  Grace  de  Dieu  " 
over  a  perfumer's  or  confectioner'a.  Malabar  barbers,  whose 
stock  of  implements  seldom  exceeded  scissors,  razor,  and  a 
small  looking'^lass,  might  be  seen  in  all  parts  of  the  town, 
and  at  all  hours  of  the  day,  in  the  open  air,  by  the  shady  side 
of  a  wall,  or,  if  the  sim  was  vertical,  under  a  piece  of  matting 
spread  on  two  or  three  sticks  fixed  against  a  widl,  shaving 
away  at  the  dry  or  perspiring  heads  or  faces  of  their  cus- 
tomers, who  watched  with  interest,  by  means  of  a  small  cir- 
cular looking-glass,  the  progress  and  execution  of  the  razor. 

Almost  equally  amusing  was  the  strange  misappropriation  of 
names  by  which  the  servants  were  sometimes  designated.  In 
the  families  in  which  I  was  occasionally  domiciled,  I  was  at 
first  startled  by  hearing  the  attendants,  chiefly  Creoles  or 
coloured  natives  of  Mauritius,  called  by  Barnes  equally  sug- 
gestive of  ancient  grandeur  or  poetical  interest  In  one 
family,  Aristides  waited  at  table,  Cecile  was  sewing  woman, 
Virginia  nurse,  and  Amadeo  was  cook's  assistant.  In  another, 
Urania  was  house  servant ;  while  Adonis  and  Polydore  were 
amongst  those  employed  about  the  premises.  These  names, 
and  others  of  a  similar  kind,  had  probably  been  given  at 
the  time  when  slavery  existed ;  but  they  seemed,  among  the 
younger  Creoles,  to  be  giving  place  to  such  as  Harry,  Charles, 
Louis,  and  other  more  familiar  appellations. 

So  long  as  I  was  the  guest  of  Mr.  Kelsey  I  passed  through 
the  Malabar  or  Coolie  town  every  time  I  went  in  and  out  of 
Port  Louis,  and  my  attention  was  attracted  by  their  habit  of 
squatting  or  sitting  to  every  kind  of  work.  Tailors  held  the 
cloth  they  were  stitching  between  their  toes ;  shoemakers  held 
the  last  or  leather  in  the  same  manner ;  silversmiths  sat  on 
the  floor  to  their  work ;  and  smiths  had  their  forge  and  anvil 
on  the  ground.  All  their  work  seemed  to  be  done  in  this 
posture.  I  once  saw  two  men  sitting  down  while  cutting  a 
piece  of  timber  with  a  cross-cut  saw.    Perhaps  this  habit  might 
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ill  part  accoiint  for  the  long  thin  flnshlee^  le^  and  anas  and 
the  flesibte  joints  nt'  the  Coolies,  so  different  from  the  stiff 
mnscTilar  limbs  of  the  Creolea 

The  habitations  of  the  more  respectabk*  or  wealthy  classes 
in  Port  Lonisj  and  almost  all  except  those  iu  the  central  and 
crowded  parts  of  the  town^  are  of  sttine,  coloured  white  or 
yellow,  aud  prL^tecteJ  from  the  sun  by  verftndah&  or  lattice- 
work. They  stand  within  endosurea,  opening  by  wide  and 
omamentAl  gateways  into  the  principal  streets.  These  courts 
are  planted  with  flowera,  and  shaded  by  the  moat  rare  and 
beautiful  of  tropical  trees.  Amongst  these,  the  most  um- 
hrageoUR  are  the  bread-fruit,  the  haJninLa;^  aud  the  tamarind, 
vrith  it«  lofty  light-green  foliage  i  while  the  most  elegant  are 
the  bamboo,  the  cocoa-nut,  the  date,  and  other  species  of 
palms.  Mingled  with  thene  and  other  tall-growing  species,  are 
Dinnbere  of  choice  flowering  ehrubs  and  trees,  including  izoras 
and  the  hibiseua,  with  blosaoms  of  every  hue ;  the  Fmii^eUia 
putclterHvia,  with  its  large,  rich,  deep  crimson  biticte,  the  sang- 
dragon  or  Pteroiiarpus  iJfaco^  at  times  a  large  tree,  presenting 
one  mass  of  bright  yellow  bloom.  In  other  parte  are  seen  the 
Eugenia  or  jambosa,  with  its  pink  myrtle-like  blossom ;  the 
Kigeiia  piTinata,  chandelier  tree,  with  its  purple  bell-shaped 
flowers,  resembling  thoae  of  the  Cobcfa  sairuleiis ;  as  well  as  the 
Bauhinta,  and  more  than  one  species  of  erythrina.  But  con- 
spicuous beyond  all  the  rest  is  the  stately  and  gorgeous 
Poindana  reffia^  compact-growing  and  regular  in  form,  but 
retaining  something  of  the  acacia  habit,  rising  sometimes  to 
the  height  of  furty  or  fifty  feet,  and,  between  the  months  of 
December  and  April,  presenting,  amidst  ita  delicate  pea-green 
pinnated  leaves,  one  vast  pyramid  of  bunches  of  bright 
dazzling  scarlet  flowers.  Seen  sometinies  over  the  tops  of  the 
houses,  and  at  others  in  an  open  spa4?e,  standing  forth  in  tndy 
rega)  splendour,  this  is  certainly  one  of  the  most  mognihcent 
of  tree3.  Its  common  name  is  mille  fleiirs,  or  flamboyant. 
The   Poinciana  and    the  large   beantifidly   yellow-flowering 
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Colvillia,  as  well  as  some  fine  ^id  fragrant  species  of  Dombeya, 
and  other  k^nds,  were  introduced  from  Madagascar  by  M.  Bojer, 
who  also  brought  the  kiglia  from  the  coast  of  Africa  in  1824. 
Besides  these  and  other  large-growing  trees,  there  are 
numbers  of  gay  shrubs  and  flowers,  either  indigenous,  or  im- 
ported from  India,  Java,  and  the  adjacent  isles,  from  South 
America,  A&ica,  and  Mad^ascfu*,  as  well  as  from  Australia 
and  Europe.  The  double  and  single  blossomed  oleander, 
Nerium  splendene,  the  bright  pink-leaved  dracsena,  are 
grown  in  almost  every  garden ;  and  near  one  of  the  public  roads 
I  sometimes  stopped  to  look  at  a  splendid  Braughmansia,  grow- 
ing, not  as  we  see  it  in  England,  in  spacious  and  tasteful  con- 
servatories, but  by  the  side  of  a  ditch  that  drained  part  of  the 
town,  with  numbers  of  its  large  white  trumpet-shaped  flowers 
hanging  in  clusters  about  the  windows  of  a  printing  office,  and 
perhaps  cheering,  by  the  beauty  of  their  form  and  colour,  the 
labours  of  the  workmen  within.  The  rich,  delicate,  and  fra- 
grant StephanotiaJloribuTidai  with  which  the  daughters  of  our 
highest  aristocracy  have  garlanded  their  brows  on  the  bridal 
morning,  here  climbs  up  the  lattice-work  of  the  verandahs,  and 
contends  for  space  with  the  scarlet  passion-flower  or  the  pink, 
waxy,  and  porcelain  or  gem-like  flowers  of  the  Hoya  camoaa  or 
the  yellow-flowering  AUamanda  catkartica.  The  beautiful 
Dalbergia  acandena  frequently  covered  the  walls ;  and  the 
Crypta  atygia^  a  purple-flowered  creeper  from  Madagascar, 
occasionally  overspread  the  largest  trees.  The  La/rUana 
aurantiaoa  in  some  places  forms  hedges;  and  elegantly-grow- 
ing cactuses,  presenting  at  times  long  masses  of  bright  yellow 
flowers,  are  cut  off  the  tops  and  sides  of  the  walls  with  a 
bill-hook  or  sickle.  To  all  these,  roses  from  England  have 
been  recently  added,  and  many  of  the  sorts,  especially  the 
Bourbon  and  tea^-scented  Chinas,  thrive  remarkably  well, 
though  the  colour  of  the  flowers  is  paler,  and  the  fragrance 
fainter  than  when  grown  in  England. 
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grance  of  the  flowers,  prove  a  perpetual  source  of  enjoyment 
to  the  inhabitants  such  as  few  other  places  can  supply. 

I  was  glad  to  be  able  to  add  to  my  portfolio  photographs 
of  a  number  of  these  rich  and  beautiful  plants ;  the  engraving 
on  the  preceding  pt^e  exhibits  a  rare  and  graceful  plant  of 
the  palm  species  from  Africa,  and  growing  most  luxuriantly 
in  the  garden  of  a  French  gentleman  at  Port  Louis.  The 
leaf  resembles  that  of  the  cocoa-nut^  but  the  stalks  are  united 
at  the  crown  of  the  plant  as  in  the  palmiste  or  areca,  while 
the  rings  round  the  enlarged  cylindrical  stem  resemble  those 
of  the  latter.  It  was  growing  in  the  midst  of  pomegranates 
and  other  plants  in  flower,  and  was  the  only  specimen  of  the 
kind  that  I  met  with  in  Mauritiua  or  Madagascar. 

Soon  after  I  had  become  a  resident  at  Port  Louis,  I  ac- 
companied M.  Le  Brun  at  an  early  hour  one  morning  to 
the  bazaar  or  market,  held  not  far  from  the  landing-place. 
This  market,  which  occupies  two  large  squares,  is  well  fitted 
up,  and  is  covered  in  with  the  exception  of  a  wide  thorough- 
fare through  the  centre  of  each  square.  In  the  eastern  bazaar 
were  arranged,  in  separate  localities,  fancy  birds  in  cages, 
with  poultry,  including  fowls,  ducks,  geese,  and  turkeys; 
different  kinds  of  vegetables,  many  European  as  well  as  tro- 
pical ;  an  abundant  supply  of  good  potatoes,  with  cabbages, 
beans,  fine  stone  turnips,  onions,  garllck,  tomatoes,  and 
capsicums,  yams,  manioc,  bananas,  tamarinds,  custard  apples, 
and  pine  apples.  Then  there  were  cocoa  nuts,  pistache 
nuts,  areca  nuts,  betel  leaf,  and  many  other  vegetable  produc- 
tions new  to  me,  all  spread  out  upon  the  groimd,  with  the 
kinds  of  fruit  then  in  season.  Besides  these,  there  were 
seeds  and  grains  in  almost  endless  varieiy,  lentils,  rice,  barley, 
millet,  maize,  French  beans,  turmeric,  saffron,  and  nume- 
rous kinds  of  Indian  grain.  The  seed  trade  appeared  to  be 
entirely  in  the  hands  of  the  Coolies  :  each  seller  sat  cross- 
legged,  frequently  perched  on  a  low  stool,  and  surrounded  by 


ni.     EXHraiTION  OF  TROPICAL  PUODUCTIONS,  ETC.       61 


liifl  measure^  in  the  midat  of  baga  and  ba^ets  of  deeds  &aiL 
grain,  spread  uruuDd  him  on  the  ground  to  the  number  of 
twenty  or  more  different  kinds.  In  the  same  part  of  the 
xnArkut  were  exhibited  basket-ware,  coopers'  work;  furniture, 
such  an  sofas,  chairs,  tables,  bedst^^ads,  and  cheeta;  besides 
Btalla.  with  cutlery,  haberdashery^  jewellery  and  perfumes. 

On  the  oppoHite  Bide  of  the  street  was  the  niarktst  fur  meat, 
fish,  and  bread,  all  under  shelter,  and  well  an*anged.  The 
flub,  including  oyaterSj  lobatere,  crabs,  and  prawne,  was  tole- 
rably abundant,  but  generally  i^mall ;  the  meat  inferior  and 
deoTt^ — ^the  heat  kinds  of  beef,  though  very  coarse,  being,  in 
ooiueqaence  of  the  stoppage  of  the  traile  with  Madagascar, 
upwards  of  1«.,  and  Bometimes  as  hJgli  m  I9.  Gd.  per  lb. 
The  pork  butchers  seemed  to  be  all  Chineee,  and  the  venders 
of  other  kinds  of  meat  were  generally  Creolea.  Mafiter^ 
of  respectjible  houses  might  occasionally  be  seen  in  the 
bfwfiar  at  an  early  hour;  but  it  was  chiefly  thronged  with  the 
head  servants  or  cooks  of  the  chief  families  of  the  placC;,  pur- 
chasing, in  the  cool  of  the  morning,  the  supplies  required  for 
the  day,  as  no  meat  would  keep  till  the  morrow. 

Tbere  are  several  useful  associatioDS  in  Mauritius,  and 
amoug^  tl\em  a  Bociety  for  the  promotion  of  agricultiire, 
arta,  and  sciences.  At  the  annual  exliibition  of  this  society, 
which  was  held  in  the  bazaar  on  the  22nd  of  September,  I 
was  highly  gratified  at  the  splendid  collection  of  tropical  and 
European  fruits  and  other  productions  of  the  inland.  Amongst 
thet<e  were  the  rich,  luscioua-looking  mango  of  India,  the 
Litiiht  of  China,  the  custard  apple  of  South  America;  while 
the  strawberry  and  raspbeny  of  Europe  might  be  seen  on  the 
same  table.  The  exhibition  comprised  works  of  manufacture 
and  art,  including  painting  and  ladies'  needle-work,  machinery 
and  curit^es,  live  stock  and  poultiy.  Amongst  the  former 
were  Bome  delicate  fabrications  in  cocoa-nut  leaf  from  Se- 
chelles ;  of  the  latter,  some  Japanese,  Cochin  China,  and  Mo- 
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the  upper  end  Teaching  to  the  ahore.  About  the  same  time 
the  strongly  built  new  ship  broke  in  two  at  the  after  hatcLway, 
and  by  daylight  a  auiall  part  of  the  forecastle  wqa  all  that 
remained  visible  of  the  fore  part  of  llie  ship.  The  officers 
and  crew  and  some  of  the  passengers  had  sought  refuge  in  the 
rigging.  The  rest  of  the  passengers,  incSuding  the  women 
and  childreOj  aegieted  and  encouraged  by  the  eecoud  and  third 
officers,  and  one  of  the  seauiea,  remained  in  great  peril  from 
the  6oods  of  water  that  poured  down  into  their  cablua  and 
part  of  the  poop.  Here  they  continvicd  in  a  state  of  fearful 
uncertainty  imtil  about  six  oVlock  on  tbe  following  morning, 
when/  assisted  by  the  two  officers  and  the  sailor  already 
mentioned,  they  passed  along  by  the  maat,  as  Ity  a  bridge  or 
pathway  from  the  wreck  to  the  shore.  Here  they  found  them- 
selves upon  a  mass  of  fragments  of  volcanic  rock,  extending 
from  forty  to  one  hundred  yarda,  and  terminating  in  a  steep 
inacceasible  precipice  of  rock  two  or  three  himdj-ed  feet  high. 
For  the  first  two  nights  and  days  all  remained  in  this  exposed 
situation,  with  only  the  clothed  they  happened  to  have  on ; 
but  a  bale  of  flannel  and  woollen  shirts  being  washed  on 
shore,  furnished  tbcm  with  a  more  ample  supply  of  clotliing. 
They  also  collected  amongst  the  fragments  of  rock  a  small 
quantity  of  damaged  provisions,  on  which  tbey  might  have 
barely  subsisted  for  a  few  days.  For  the  first  two  daya  a 
l>iHcuit  a  day  waa  served  out  to  each  one,  but  afterwards  their 
supply  was  limited  to  hnlf  a  biBcnit,  ftcidj  so  long  as  they 
lasted,  a  herring  a  day.  On  the  third  day  they  removed  to  a 
spot  nearly  a  mile  dihtant  from  the  place  of  their  wreck, 
where,  an  ascent  to  the  summit  of  the  cliff  being  founds  a 
rude  encampment  was  formed  on  the  heights,  A  pule  was 
then  erected,  and  a  couple  of  red  diirte  and  some  white 
flannel  hoisted  aa  a  signal  of  distress.  This,  on  the  fol- 
lowing morning,  was  seen  by  an  American  whaler  cruising  o£F 
the  island,  but  who  was  unable  for  some  time,  on  account  of 
the  weather,  to  hold  any  communication  with  the  shipwrecked 
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party.  At  leugtb,  after  mucli  sufferldg,  on  tbe  5th  of  Sep- 
tember, when  the  scanty  provisions  would  scarcely  Lave 
sufficed  for  another  day,  and  whea  many  had  become  too 
weak  to  walk  to  the  nearest  place  where  water  could  be 
found,  a  ship  previously  aeen  reappeared,  aud  sent  a  boat  to 
the  shore.  This  vessel  proved  to  be  the  "Monmouth,"  Ameri- 
can whaler,  commanded  by  Captain  Ludlow,  who,  with  the 
greatest  promptneas  and  kindness,  rescued  the  whole  party 
JTOiii  a  niOBt  appalling  death,  and  brought  tlietn  to  Mauritius, 
the  nearest  port,  which  they  reached  in  three  weeks  after 
leaving  the  scene  of  their  fearful  disaster. 

The  government  immediately  appropriated  bo  tbe  use  of 
the  ehipwiecked  company  the  houeea  at  the  quarantine  station, 
and  took  meaaurea  to  provide  for  their  wanta.  Tbe  inhabitants 
of  Port  Luuia  mauifested  a  prompt  aud  generous  sympathy, 
not  leas  honourable  to  tberaselvea  than  it  mu3t  have  proved 
cheering  to  the  defititute  strangers.  In  company  with  llr, 
and  Mrs.  Kelsey,  I  visitetl  tliem  soon  aft«r  their  arrival,  and 
found  amongst  those  with  whom  I  conversed  a  deep  feeling 
of  devout  gratitude  to  God  for  their  wonderful  ami  almost 
miraculous  escape  from  death  in  one  of  ita  moat  appalling 
forms'— that  of  starvation.  Besides  this,  were  feelings  of 
ine-spressible  thankfulness  to  Captain  Ludlow,  bis  ofHcers  and 
crew,  by  whose  humane  and  intrepid  exertions  they  hiai  been 
rescued;  while  his  subsequent  conduct,  his  aympathy  and 
eeasele&s  attention  to  their  comfort,  had  sweetened  the 
hittemesa  of  their  cup,  and  reiuspired  them  with  confidence 
and  hope.  Supplies  of  clothing  were  readily  provided  by  the 
iubabita^tH!  nf  Port  Louie.  On  the  day  of  their  landing,  and 
as  soon  &^  their  destitute  circumstances  were  known,  ladies  in 
their  cairiages  repaired  to  the  place  with  packages  of  women's 
and  children's  apparel.  Gentlemen  sent  the  contents  of  their 
wardrobea,  or  purchased  and  forwarded  such  articles  as  seemed 
most  needed  and  Kuitable.     The  Kev.  Mr.  VuUer,  a  Baptist 
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minister,  with  IiiVwife  and  family,  were  &oon  removed  to  tlie 
hospitable  home  of  Mr.  and  Jfrfl.  Kelsey.  Some  of  their 
coQipaniona  were  invited  to  the  babitfttione  of  other  residents 
in  Port  Louts,  and  the  rest  remfiined  at  the  qimrautine. 

At  a  public  meeting  which  the  passengers  held  a  few  daye 
afterwards,  to  express  their  sense  of  the  generous  conduct  of 
the  officers  and  crew  of  the  American  ship,  and  to  provide 
some  auitable  memorial  to  be  presents  to  Captain  Ludlow, 
I  was  surprised  to  meet  a  gentleman  whom  t  had  known  in 
England,  and  whom  I  ha*!  Ifljst  met  at  a  bridal  party  under 
very  different  circumataucfs  from  those  which  now  brought 
us  together.  On  a  subsequent  visit  from  tliia  gentleman,  I 
learned  that  one  of  the  passengera,  a  younj^r  man  with  whose 
relations  I  was  acquainted  in  England,  had  I>een  bo  crippled 
by  the  wreck  as  to  be  unable  to  move,  and  bad  Iain  one  whole 
night  upon  the  rocks,  where  the  surf  washed  over  him.  His 
companions  were  too  weak  to  carry  him  ;  the  sailors  of  hi«  own 
ship  had  left  him  to  die ;  but  Captain  Ludlow  had  went  four 
strong  Beamen  to  bring  him  over  to  the  landing-place,  de- 
claring he  would  not  leave  the  coa^  while  a  soul  remained 
on  the  island.  This  young  man,  I  was  informed,  was  in  the 
ho.spitaL  I  lost  no  time  in  viiiiting  him  there,  and  he  was 
greatly  delighted  to  meet  with  aome  one  who  knew  his  family 
and  friends. 

The  noble  conduct  of  Captain  Ludlow  secured  for  him  the 
eiiteem  and  gratitude  of  the  entire  community.  The  governor 
acknowledged  his  gallant  and  diainteretited  efforts  on  behalf  of 
Britieh  Buhjetitfl,  and  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  publicly  did  the 
same  in  the  most  handsome  and  appropriate  manner,  accom- 
panying the  expresfiiou  of  tlielr  admiration  of  his  generous 
and  humane  behaviour,  and  that  of  his  officers  and  crew, 
with  the  present  of  a  piece  of  plate,  of  the  value  of  120^., 
to  be  procured  in  Ijoudon,  as  a  memorial  of  their  deep  eenae 
of  his  heroic  conduct  and  distinsruiahed  worth. 
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The  inhabitants  of  Maiiritius  did  not  limit  tkeir  feind  offices 
towards  the  aliipwrecked  strangers  to  the  supply  of  their  more 
immediate  wauts.  A  subscription  was  set  on  foot  by  the  in- 
habitants of  the  ielaiid,  and  the  magoificent  sum  of  1200^ 
was  raised  and  distribute<l  amongst  the  paBSengers^  who 
were  sent  on  to  Sydney,  their  original  destination,  by  the 
government. 

Tliere  were  many  English  and  American  seamen  vifiting 
the  port  at  this  season,  and,  as  there  were  no  religious 
services  amongst  them  on  the  Sabbath,  I  made  applicatiou 
to  the  harbourmaster,  Captain  Russell,  for  permisidon  to  have 
public  worship  and  preaching  for  sailors  every  Suntlay  in  tlie 
port  ofiice.  Permission  to  occupy  it  for  thia  purpose  was 
very  readily  granted  by  the  governor.  The  reqiuaite  fittings 
were  provided,  and  at  times  a  considerable  number  of  captains, 
officers,  and  seamenj  from  the  vessels  in  the  harbour,  attended, 
I  continued  these  eervicea  every  Sabbath  morning  mitil  the 
season  when  iinfavottrable  weather  ia  always  expected,  and 
few  vessels  came  or  remained  in.  the  harbour. 

Towards  the  close  of  the  month  of  October  in  this  year  I 
visited  Moka,  an  inland  district  about  nine  or  ten  miles  from 
Port  Louis.  The  morning  we  set  out  for  this  purpose  was 
fine,  and  we  started  early,  in  order  to  secure  the  pleaaant 
coolness  of  that  part  of  the  day.  The  road  woa  hilly,  and, 
though  walking  up  the  IuUh  proved  very  fatiguing,  we  were 
amply  repaid  by  the  beauty  of  the  scenery  and  the  many 
objects  of  novelty  and  interest  which  we  passed.  In  some 
places  stately  groves  or  avenues  of  mango  treea  led  from  the 
ri>ad  U)  a  large  and  re.spectable  house ;  at  others,  the  rudely 
thatched  hut  of  the  Indian  or  of  the  Creole  vender  of  fruit  or 
beverage  stood  under  the  ahade  of  a  tamarind  tree  by  the 
aide  of  the  dusty  road.  In  some  places  tall  bamboos  grew 
most  luxuriajitly  on  both  sides  of  the  road,  and,  unitiDg  their 
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slender,  elastic,  and  gracefully  foliaged  stems  at  the  top, 
formed  a  naturally  pointed  arch  of 'peculiar  elegance  and 
beauty.  At  other  times  the  sides  of  the  road  were  covered 
for  a  considerable  distance  with  the  ^ave,  or  American  aloe, 
of  gigantic  size,  and  in  every  stage  of  prioress  towards 
flowering,  in  some  instances  interspersed  with  the  more 
slender  and  graceful  forms  of  the  Fourcraea  and  other  smaller 
species.  On  our  right  the  sugar  plantations,  covered  with 
tall,  green,  waving  canes,  stretched  away  four  or  five  miles 
towards  the  sea ;  and  on  our  left,  at  the  distance  of  from  300 
yards  to  a  mile,  the  dark  brown  sterile  or  wooded  mountains 
towered,  often  in  fantastic  forms,  high  up  into  the  bright  blue 
sky.  The  object  of  this  visit  was  to  be  present  at  the  an- 
niversary of  the  Protestant  chapel  here,  of  which  tbe  Rev. 
P.  Le  Brun,  son  of  my  worthy  host  at  Port  Louis,  was  the 
minister. 

Soon  after  ten  we  walked  to  the  chapel  of  this  rural  dis- 
trict. It  is  a  neat  substantial  stone  building,  standing  near 
the  road,  on  land  originally  purchased  by  the  London  Mis- 
sionary Society  for  the  use  of  the  Christian  refugees  from 
Madagascar,  several  of  whom,  including  Rafaravavy,  at  one 
time  resided  here.  The  chapel,  which  will  hold  three  or  four 
hundred  persons,  was  filled  with  coloured  people,  respectably, 
and  in  some  instances  gaily,  dressed.  They  listened  with  at- 
tention to  a  plain,  affectionate,  and  instructive  sermon  from 
M.  Le  Brun,  Senior.  There  was  a  large  gathering  of  singers, 
and  the  simple  melody  of  one  of  the  Swiss  tunes  seemed  alike 
agreeable  and  appropriate.  The  service  closed  soon  after 
noon ;  and  when  we  left  the  building  it  was  truly  gratifying 
to  witness  the  air  of  contentment  and  kindly  feeling  which 
marked  the  cheerful  countenances  and  cordial  salutations  of 
the  crowds  outside,  who  had  met  together  on  this  occa^sion 
from  the  adjacent  country  and  more  distant  parts.  It  was 
also  particularly  pleasing  to  observe  the  grateful  esteem  and 
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satisfaction  with  which  the  kind,  faithful,  aad  venerable  mi- 
nister to  whom  they  had  been  listening  was  welcomed  and 
greeted,  ns  he  made  his  way  through  the  throng  to  the  reel- 
dence  of  hi-s  son*  He  had  been  their  instructor  and  their 
sympathising  friend  in  their  dark  days  of  coerced  and  unre- 
quited toil ;  and  now,  in  their  happier  state  of  freedom,  he  was 
deservedly  recognised  as  still  their  friend,  not  lesa  entitled  to 
their  confidence  and  lave  in  his  efforts  for  their  emancipation 
from  moral  and  spiritual  bondage  more  oppressive  and  dis- 
astroufi  than  the  m^OBt  galling  personal  slavery. 

During  the  afternoon  I  trolled  a-long  the  bankB  of  the  deep 
clear  river  which,  rising  amongst  the  adjacent  mou]itain3»  flows 
through  the  mission  ground.  Here  I  amused  myself  with 
gathering  ferns,  and  admiring  the  picturesque  and  ehady 
little  nooks  and  conaers  of  rich  and  varied  lieauty  which  the 
margin  of  the  stream  very  frequently  preseoteii-  Down  to 
the  water's  etlge  the  ground  was  covered  with  large  forest 
trees  or  thick  underwood,  amongst  which  passion  flower  and 
other  creepers  appeared  grooving  in  great  luxuriance.  Some 
varieties  of  tree-fern  were  conspicuous  here,  especially  one 
very  beautiful  species,  apparently  the  CyaUiea  excelsa^  The 
bright  pink-leaved  dracaena  appeared  here  and  there ;  and 
the  green  and  red-leaved  arum  or  caladiura,  so  attractive 
amongst  our  stove  plants  in  England,  was  often  seen  growing 
in  wild  and  luxuriant  beauty  along  the  mai^n  of  the  wat^r. 
In  this  neighbourhood  I  saw  a^rne  gorgeous  apecimens  of 
Ilihlscus  inittabtliji,  with  large  hollyhock-shaped  flowers,  deep 
roae  colour  in  the  centre,  and  lighter  round  the  edges  ;  also  a 
number  of  plauta  of  the  Hedychium  jiavfscens,  a  fragrant 
yellow-flowering  plant,  resembling  the  yucca;  but  as  there 
had  evidently  been  a  house  near  the  place  where  these  were 
growing,  they  might  probably  be  regarded  as  indicating  a 
fi|>ot,  and  by  no  means  the  only  one  I  met  with  in  tlie 
Hand, — 
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"  WliiorB  once  the  garden  imUcd, 
And  itill  where  m*aj  a  garden  flo«-er  grtnr«  wild." 

Iq  the  evening  we  returned  to  Port  Louis,  pleased  with  the 
events  of  the  day,  and  delighted  with  the  rich  and  glowing 
effect  of  the  tropical  landscape  as  it  lay  before  us  humiahed 
with  the  golden  light  of  the  setting  sun. 

Besides  the  kindness  of  Mr.  Kelsey,  who  lived  about  two 
miles  distant  from  the  town,  I  received  much  attenti<m  from 
Major-G^eneral  Sutherland,  commander-in-chief  of  the  forces, 
&c.,  and  from  Dr.  A.  Thom,  chief  of  the  medical  depart- 
ment. With  the  latter  gentleman  and  his  DEUuily  I  epent 
some  pleasant  hours ;  and  it  was  always  refreshing  to  walk 
up  to  the  extremity  of  the  Champ  de  Lort,  where,  on  the 
•  edge  of  the  ravine  leading  to  the  Pouoe,  his  house  was 
situated.  I  was  much  struck  the  first  evening,  when  I  walked 
up  to  join  a  dinner  party  at  his  house,  with  the  beautiful 
effect  of  the  large  glass  lamps  suspended  under  the  ve- 
randahs or  in  the  halls  of  the  dwellings  by  the  side  of 
the  broad  open  road,  and  sending  their  rays  through  the 
foliage  of  the  gardens  in  front.  This  effect  was  particularly 
striking  when  passing  through  the  garden  of  my  host,  and 
enteiing  pt  once  from  the  verandah  to  the  lighted  drawing- 
room,  the  doors  and  windows  of  which  were  all  open  so  as  to 
admit  the  welcome  evening  air,  and  to  diffuse  the  light  of 
the  room  amongst  the  surrounding  shrubs  and  flowers ;  while 
the  impression  was  deepened  on  having  the  folding  doors 
leading  to  the  dining-room  opened  by  two  Bengalees  in  their 
white  turbans  and  long  flowing  white  robes.  There  was 
something  so  Oriental  in  the  whole  that,  tiiough  common- 
place enough  to  the  residents  of  India  on  the  island,  it  was 
novel  and  interesting  to  a  stranger.  I  passed  the  night  at 
the  residence  of  Dr.  Thom,  and  slept  in  a  sort  of  summer- 
house,  or  small  single-roomed  building  in  the  garden,  called 
a  pavilion,  situated  a  few  yards  from  the  dwelling,  and  used 
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by  my  host  as  a  museum  and  Hbrary.  Detached  buildings 
of  this  kind,  but  of  various  dimensionsj  are  built  in  the 
gardezLs  of  most  of  the  houses  of  any  preteneion,  and  are 
exceedingly  pleasant  and  convenient,  especially  where  the 
family  ia  large. 

W^len  walking  in  the  garden  with  Dr.  Tliom  on  the  follow- 
ing morning,  I  was  delighted  to  Bee  the  Achimenes  picta 
and  the  velvet-leaved  Gesneria  growing  luxuriantly,  while 
beautiful  purple  or  claret-coloured  ipomfeas  exhibited  all 
the  elegance  of  form  for  which  flowers  of  the  convolvxdus 
kind  are  distiiignished.  I  observed  also  the  Stephatwtvs 
fioTthunda  and  two  varieties  of  bright  acftrlet  quatnoclit, 
with  the  Tecovia  Jaamintjl*j)'a,  also  in  flower,  and  trailing 
luxuriantly  over  the  trellia-work.  Around  the  poats  of  the 
verandah  the  perfumed  vanilla,  and  within  the  garden  Poin- 
Befrtias,  dracainaa.  and  rosea  were  mingled  with  the  modest- 
looking  Thumbergia,  which  is  qnite  a  weed  here,  the  ground 
being  in  some  part«  literally  covered  with  its  different  va- 
rieties. 

The  reaidence  of  my  friends  was  considered  rooI  and 
healthy^  and  the  mountain  scenery  on  one  aide,  and  the  fertile 
T&Iley  on  the  other,  covered  with  numerous  palms  and 
tropical  shrubs,  rendered  it  exceedingly  beautiful.  Nothing 
conld  exceed  in  luxuriant  growth  the  different  species  of  the 
aloe  tribe,  especially  the  coramon  American  aloe  which  grew 
along  the  bankfi,  by  the  side  of  the  road,  or  on  the  adjacent 
plain.  Slauy  of  the  old  flower-stalks,  upwarda  of  twenty 
feet  high,  were  utill  standing,  while  younger  Btems,  in  every 
stage  of  growth,  from  the  scarcely  apparent  stalk  to  tliose 
bearing  freahly  opened  flowerSj  presented  themeelvea  in  dif- 
fei'ent  di  recti  ona. 

In  the  pleasant  houra  which  on  different  occasiona  it  was 
my  privilege  to  spend  with  Dr,  Thorn  and  bis  family,  I  found 
him  always  an    agreeable    and    intelligent  companion,  not 
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only  eminent  in  liis  profession,  but  baring  extended  his  in- 
quiries to  otber  departments  of  knowledge.  Meteorology 
bad  engaged  mucb  of  his  attention,  and  his  woik  on  the 
Law  of  Storms  is  regarded  as  a  valuable  contribution  to  that 
important  branch  of  nautical  science.  Loss  of  health  obliged 
him  during  the  following  year  to  leave  Mauritius  with  his 
funily  for  England,  where  bis  useful  life  terminated  very 
peacefully  soon  after  bis  arrival 

The  9th  of  November,  the  Prince  of  Wales's  birthday,  wm 
observed  oa  a  public  holiday  in  Port  Louis,  and  I  accompanied 
two  young  friends,  Lieutenant,  now  Captain,  Gordon  and 
Mr.  I>arkworthy,  whom  I  often  met  at  Dr.  Thorn's,  on  an 
excursion  to  the  Pouce,  a  lofty  mountain  with  a  sort  of 
thumb-shaped  summit,  which  rises  immediately  behind  Port 
Louis.  We  set  out  very  early  in  order  to  secure  the  ad- 
vantage of  the  coolness  of  the  morning.  Some  natives  carried 
our  provisions :  I  took  a  large  tin  case  for  specimens  of  plants, 
and  my  companions  each  a  portfolio  for  sketching.  On  leaving 
the  town,  we  passed  along  a  path  that  reminded  me  some- 
what of  excursions  among  the  Pyrenees.  After  a  time  we 
entered  upon  the  woody  base  of  the  mountain,  when  the 
road  became  more  steep,  but  not  difficult,  affording  oo- 
ca»ionally  good  halting-places,  with  openings  in  the  trees 
through  which  we  obtained  most  charming  views  of  the  rich 
valley,  with  its  villas,  cottages,  and  gardens,  the  citadel, 
the  town,  the  port,  and  the  batteries  which  guard  its  en- 
trance, the  lines  of  stately  shipping  ranged  along  the  sides 
of  the  harbour,  with  the  wide  blue  ocean  stretching  far  away 
beyond;  on  the  other  side  of  our  path,  the  bold,  steep 
piles  of  dark  ferruginous  volcanic  rock,  diversified  along  its 
different  strata  by  tufts  of  grass  and  stunted  shrubs,  rose 
several  hundred  feet  above  our  path.  Amongst  these  rocks 
in  several  places  the  monkeys  which  inhabit  the  mountain 
could  be  seen  springing  from  branch  to  branch  with  great 
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agility  and  fi|ieed.  The  scene  waa  also  enlivened  by  the 
elegsuit  tropic  bird  occaaionallj  sailiog  along  in  the  clear  and 
clouilless  sky  over  our  heaJs. 

At  different  part-e  of  our  route  we  met  companiea  of  the 
iuhabitants  of  ^loka,  carrying  on  their  heads  loads  of  vege- 
tables, fruit,  and  flowers,  of  which  latter  article  roses  formed 
the  Btaplej,  for  sale  nt  Port  Louis,  They  appeared  to  descend 
with  considerable  speed  and  without  much  fatigue,  notwitli- 
standiug  their  heavy  londe.  The  men  who  accompanied  us 
be^ed  sugar-cane  of  their  friends  in  passing,  and  we  pur- 
cbaiTed  some  imnanas  to  add  to  our  stores.  About  half-post 
seven,  we  reached  what  ta  called  the  shonMer  of  the 
mountain,  where  the  path  we  had  ascended  crosses  the  ridge, 
and  descends  to  the  cultivated  plains  on  the  opposite  side. 
Finding  here  a  small  stream  of  clear  water,  we  proposed  to 
halt  and  take  our  breakfast.  We  firist  chose  an  open  epot 
commiinding  a  view  of  the  valley  below  otid  the  ocean 
beyond ;  but  the  he-at  of  the  sun  obliged  ua  to  seek  a  situa.' 
tion  where  the  brush-wood  afforded  some  protection  from  his 
rays*  ^Tiile  breakfast  was  preparing  and  my  companiona 
were  sketching,  I  walked  to  the  other  side  of  the  pass,  and 
felt  amply  rewarded  by  the  ejttenmve  view  I  obtained  of 
Moka,  atid  Plaines  Wilhelms;  and  perhaps  not  \e^  bo  by  the 
pleasure  of  finding  on  the  trunks  of  the  trees  some  orchids, 
the  first  I  had  ever  seen  growing  in  their  natural  state. 

When  our  breakfast  was  ready  we  sat  down  together ; 
a  chapter  of  the  Bible  was  read  in  French  for  the  benefit  of 
our  atteudoDU,  and  then  we  all  knelt  on  the  grass  on  the 
mountain  side  and  offered  our  thanksgivings  and  prayers  to 
the  Author  of  all  our  mercies.  Soon  after  breakfast  we 
resumed  our  journey  towards  the  summit.  For  some  time 
our  way  lay  through  a  thickly  wooded  part  of  the  mount^n, 
and  we  began  with  great  enthugiHsm  to  look  for  new  planta, 
I  found  so  many  things  to  examine  and  compare,  that  my 
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tin  case  was  aooti  filled.  Orchids  were  my  chief  objecte  of 
search,  and  though  I  saw  but  a  few  Email  ones  ^^^  truly  cue 
which  at  first  I  thought  was  a  calanthe,  but  afterwards  fouud 
to  be  n  Bletia;  yet  I  found  myself  amidst  so  many  new  and 
beautiful  plants  of  other  species,  that  I  knew  not  whicli  way 
to  turn;  I  was  almoat  bewildered^  and  my  companions  seemed 
to  find  as  much  enjoyment  as  myBelt  My  attention  was 
first  attracted  by  two  new  kinds  of  tiracasnas, — one,  Dvucwnii 
Maui'iciensis,  peculiar  to  the  inland,  and  the  other,  D. 
tessellaJta,  Then  there  were  new  and  elegant  femB  in  great 
perfection.  But  one  of  my  companioELS  soon  surpassed  all 
our  diacoveriea  by  finding  amongst  the  ferns,  and  nejir  the 
groimdj  on  the  stem  of  a  tree  which  waa  thicker  than  my 
arm,  six  or  eight  thick,  leathery,  fleahy  flowers,  and  a  great 
many  buds  about  the  f^ize  and  shape  of  a  fig*  Some  of  the 
buds  juat  openiQg  appeared  like  a  wine-glass  with  a  vandyck 
rimi^  and  others,  more  open,  appeared  like  t\iQ  most  beautiful 
AncectocbiluH,  the  flower  five  or  six  inches  across,  and  pre- 
senting a  dark-green  velvety  ground,  with  pink  and  lilac  spota ; 
and  until  I  eati^sfied  myself  that  it  waB  the  actual  blossDm 
of  the  tree  itself,  I  thought  it  was  really  an  AncectocbiUis. 
We  marked  the  place,  and  charged  the  natives  to  take 
especial  notice,  so  that  we  might  find  it  again  on  our  descent. 
However,  we  soon  saw  many  others,  and  became  satisfied 
that  we  had  only  met  with  a  curiosity  without  making  a 
discovery.  I  brought  specimene  of  this  flower  to  M,  Bojer, 
who  said  it  was  a  most  curious  plant,  the  Mitht'itlatea  tam^ 
hiirlaaa  ;  and  that  after  the  open  flower  wa3  fertilised  it  closed 
up  again,  the  seams  all  tmitedj  and  it  Bwelled  into  a  fruit 
&s  large  as  a  small  gourd  or  pumpkin,  filled  with  bright  red 
berries  like  a  pomegranate.  He  said  it  wag  vulgarly  called 
monkey  apple. 

We  kept  on  our  way,  making  to  ourselvea  new  diBcoveriea 
and  perpetually  startled  by  new  wonders,  until  abont  eleven, 
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when  we  emerged  from  our  cover,  and  attempted  the  bare 
steep  side  of  the  summit.  In  less  than  half  aii  hour  thia  was 
gained,  and  we  found  ourselTes  upon  a  flattish  space  ahout 
f<mr  f&et  wide  aaid  twelve  or  fourteen  feet  long.  Here  we 
sat  down,  2847  feet  above  the  sca,  the  whole  island  spread 
out  like  ji  nmp  beneath  ua,  itd  fertile  ceotral  plaina,  and  its 
mountains  rising  in  clusters  at  unequal  distances  from  the 
coast  all  around.  The  broad  blue  waters  of  the  apparently 
boundless  ocean,  seen  through  the  openings  between  the 
motmtuns  and  reflecting  the  rays  of  a  vertical  sun,  presented 
one  of  the  most  grand  and  magnificent  panoramas  it  Is  pos- 
sible to  imagine.  My  companions,  however,  were  eoon  suf- 
ficiently self-poeseseed  to  commence  sketching  some  of  the 
adjacent  clusters  of  mountains.  It  was  enough  far  me  to 
recline  on  the  coarse  grass^  and,  resting  my  elbow  on  a  pro- 
jecting piece  of  rock,  to  gaze  in  silence  upon  the  wonder- 
ful and  magnificent  spectacle  before  me.  By  the  operation 
of  what  tremendous  forces  had  these  vast  masses  of  mountain 
and  plain  been  placed  in  the  positionu  they  now  oc^cupied! 
how  many  ages  had  been  requisdte  to  invest  these  moiuitaina 
and  plains  with  the  aspect  they  now  wore !  and  through  how 
many  ages  had  they  presented  the  same  natural  aspects 
uuaeen  by  any  human  eye  1  for  when  the  island  waa  dis- 
covered, only  350  years  ago,  no  tracea  of  its  ever  having  been 
inhabited  were  found*  And  then  how  eirtreme  had  been  the 
viciiffiitudes  of  human  experience  within  its  borders!  what 
foffering  and  misery  had  been  endured  amidst  all  their 
natural  loveliness  during  the  existence  of  slavery,  with  the 
wretchedueaa  or  wrong  connected  with  which,  legend  or  tra^ 
dition  aaaociatee  some  of  the  moat  striking  natural  objects  in 
the  island.  How  striking  too  the  contrast  betwixt  the  soli- 
tude of  the  past,  and  the  activity,  energy,  and  busy  popula- 
tion of  the  present  I  And  then,  what  may  be  its  future  ?  But 
my  companions  had  finished  their  sketches,  and  we  began  to 
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descend.  On  entering  the  wood,  we  collected  apecimens  of 
plants  and  ferns  at  the  different  points  we  had  marked  on 
our  way  up ;  and  by  the  time  we  had  reached  the  shoulder 
of  the  mountain,  the  men  were  pretty  well  loaded.  Amongst 
the  ferns  were  beautiful  specimens  of  Asplenium  macro- 
pkyllum  and  Adicmtum  pallena,  A  few  clouds  had  ga- 
thered round  the  summit  of  the  mountiun^  or  the  heat  would 
have  been  severe.  As  it  was,  we  were  glad  to  seek  the 
thickest  shade  for  rest,  while  the  men  prepared  our  dinner. 

Having  despatched  our  repast,  with  a  refreshing  cup  of 
tea,  one  of  my  companions  returned  direct  to  the  town,  and 
the  other  and  myself  penetrated  the  wood  along  the  base  of 
the  mountain  in  search  of  plants.  A  healthy  Aiufreecum 
elatum  in  flower,  and  a  fine  specimen  of  the  calanthe- 
looking  plant  were  among  the  first  we  found.  The  bed  of 
the  ravine  was  filled  up  with  masses  of  rock  covered  with 
trees  and  overgrown  with  creepers  and  ferns.  Such  superb 
specimens  I  had  never  dreamed  of.  A  frond  of  Asplenium 
nidus  was  between  five  and  six  feet  long,  and  eight  inches 
across,  covered  on  the  under  side  with  the  most  beautiful 
fructification.  One  head  of  graceful  Lomaria  clrcinata  I 
could  not  help  bringing  away  with  me,  for  it  was  covered  with 
seed ;  as  were  some  other  beautiful  kinds,  which  I  hope  to 
reproduce  from  the  seed  thus  secured.  We  saw  but  few 
flowering  plants  here.  The  fragrant  erythrospermum  and 
the  amaranthua-Iike  QnapJiaUum  mvMicartle,  and  others  in 
flower,  were  only  seen  on  the  higher  parts  of  the  mountainsL 
Orchids,  however,  were  still  the  chief  objects  of  our  search, 
and  we  were  soon  separated  by  the  masses  of  rock  intervening 
between  the  objects  to  which  we  were  attracted  in  different 
directions ;  so  that  we  hailed  each  other  sometimes  from  a 
considerable  distance,  as,  one  after  another,  some  apparently 
new  form  of  orchid  presented  itself  to  view ;  and  to  be  ac- 
tually amongst  plants  of  this  rare  and  beautiful  kind,  grow- 
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ing  in  their  oELtural  state  amidst  all  the  novel  forme  and  rich 
and  wild  luxuriance  of  tropical  vegetation,  wns  to  me  a  source 
^of  extreme  delight;  and  my  companion  Geemed  scarcely  leaa 

tifiod  tban  my&elf. 
The  men  who  accompanied  lis  had  been  80  luaded  on  tlie 
higher  parta  of  the  moimtain  tlmt  they  declined  following  us 
into  the  ravine ;  and  we  at  first  satisfied  ourselves  with  no- 
ticing the  spots  where  we  foimd  anything;  attractivCj  and 
promising  oui^dvea  a  future  viait ;  but,  almost  unconsciously, 
we  kept  accumulating  choice  bite,  or  bunches  tou  precious  to 
be  leftj  and  then  tying  them  together  with  t^iugh  fibrous 
creepers,  until  wt  hod  each  amassed  more  than  we  could  pos- 
eibly  carry  through  the  interlaced  thicket  to  the  road,  which, 
after  repeatedly  reducing  our  bundles,  we  at  length  foimd, 
and  readied  home  late  in  the  evening,  fatigued,  but  refreshed 
and  invigorated  for  accustomed  duty  by  the  pleaeant  day's 
excursion,  and  highly  gratified  with  the  new  wonders  and 
beauties  of  the  Creator's  worka  which  we  had  beheld. 

As  the  month  of  November  advaneed  the  people  of  Mau* 
ritiuB  became  anxious  for  tidings  from  Madagascar,  and  on 
the  19th  of  this  month  the  "Nimble"  arrived,  with  Messrs. 
Cameron  and  Maugeot  from  Tauiatave,  where  they  had  ac- 
complished the  object  of  their  visit,  having  paid  the  sum  re- 
quired by  the  queen  aa  compensation  for  the  injury  inflicted 
pn  the  country,  and  secured  the  re-opening  of  the  trade  on 
the  same  footing  as  that  on  which  it  had  been  carried  on 
before  the  attack  of  the  French  ajid  English  vessels.  Traffic 
was  now  to  be  free  to  people  of  all  nations ;  prices  were  to  be 
fijted  between  buyer  and  seller ;  ten  per  cent  duty  was  to  be 
levied  on  all  exports  and  imports;  and  no  natives  of  Mada- 
gascar were  to  be  taken  out  of  the  country. 

After  commimicating  with  the  authortties  at  Tamatave, 
Messrs,  Cameron  and  Mangeot  had  addressed  a  letter  to  the 
secretary  of  the  government  at  the  capital,  and  al^o  to  the 
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queen  of  Madagascar,  stating  the  object  of  t^eir  visit,  and 
that  they  had  brought  the  sum  of  mon^  required  as  a  pre- 
liminary to  the  restoration  of  the  trade.  From  the  secretary 
an  official  letter  was  received,  and  on  the  terms  therein  speci- 
fied, the  mcmey  was  paid,  and  the  Hasina,  or  customary 
offering  to  the  sovereign,  given  and  received,  in  tok^n  of  the 
amity  existing  between  the  rei^>ective  parties. 
The  following  is  the  secretary's  letter : — 

"  AntanDAriro,  S3  Aaontuij,  1854,  23rd  October,  1853. 

''To  Messrs.  J.  Cameron  and  A.  MAMacoT,  and  the 
people  who  sent  them  with  this  payment  for  the 
offence  committed  by  William  Kelly,  and  Remain 
Desfosses,  and  tiieir  companions  in  three  ships. 

"  I  have  to  inform  you  that  I  have  told  our  superior  offi- 
cerfl,  and  that  our  superior  officers  have  told  our  queen 
respecting  the  15,000  dollars  proposed  to  be  paid  by  you  for 
(or  on  account  of)  the  offence  of  Remain  Desfosses,  and 
William  Kelly,  and  their  companions  in  three  ships,  you 
having  declared  that  this  payment  gives  you  no  claim  either 
on  the  land  nor  on  the  kingdom. 

"  Now  in  regard  to  the  15,000  dollars,  our  superior  officers 
have  directed  that  the  money  be  received,  so  we  will  receive 
it,  and  the  trade  will  be  opened. 

"And  thus  will  the  trade  be  opened.  As  the  custom 
duties  do  not  belong  to  others  (or  to  subjects),  but  to  the 
Queen  of  Madagascar,  so  we  will  take  the  custom  duties 
both  on  imports  and  exports  as  formerly  — for  we  change  not. 

"  And  in  regard  to  the  exportation  of  slaves  beyond  the  sea, 
Radama  disliked  that  practice,  and  our  queen  has  made  no 
alteration ;  therefore  we  cannot  export  slaves  beyond  the  sea. 

**And  this  also  has  to  be  told  to  you.  A  certain  European, 
a  Frenchman,  has  taken  possession  of  a  place  at  Ibaly,  as  a 
port  for  ships,  where  be  is  residing,  and  erecting  a  house  and 
a  magazine.     Our  superior  officers   have  therefore   sent  to 
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driire  bim  away  beyouil  aea.  We  gliall  not  kill  liim,  V>ut  his 
property  shall  be  taken  as  our  spoil,  for  he  baa  taken  pnsaes- 
sion  of  a  port.  But  though  we  have  said  we  shall  not  kill 
him,  yet,  if  be  kills  any  of  the  soldiers,  the  soldiers  wCl  kill 
him.  And  this  ia  told  to  you  leat  you  should  say, — ^^^ly, 
after  trade  is  opened,  do  you  again,  destroy  the  property  of 
Enropeans  ? 

*'  And  this  also  baa  to  be  told  to  you.  If  any  European 
flball  land  at  any  place  within  the  boundary  of  Madagascar, 
where  there  are  not  soldiers  stationed,  and  take  possesaion  of 
that  place  as  a  port,  sueh  conduct  will  be  an  o0eiice>  and  bis 
property  will  be  taken  ns  our  epoil,  and  be  himself  will  be 
Uriven  away  beyond  the  sea. 

"And  this  also  has  to  be  told  to  you,  that,  as  eaob  sove^ 

reign  bas  establisbeU  the  law  of  the  land,  whether  it  be  our 

sovereign  or  your  sovereign,  so  in  our  laud  the  thtugs  we  do 

not  sell  are  not  to  be  abipped  upou  the  sea;  and  in  regard  to 

the  things  you  do  not  sell,  you  of  courae  need  not  bring  them 

for  sole. 

"  Farewell,  health,  &o.  to  you, 

*'Sttith 

"  Rainikietara, 

"  13  IloDour,  Officer  of  th«  I'ulnce." 

The  eviL-nt  so  earnestly  desired  by  many  of  the  people  of 
]Madaga£car  was  announced  by  the  firing  of  cannons  from  the 
fort.  A  public  dinner  was  given  to  Meesrs,  Cameron  and 
.Mangeot,  and  other  Europeans  in  the  island,  and  general 
rejoicing  was  manifested  by  the  inhabitants.  The  "Nimble" 
had  brought  back  to  Mauritius  a  cargo  of  ninety-three  oxen, 
in  proof  that  the  trade  was  really  open ;  and  three  French 
vessels  from  Reuuion,  which  had  been  waiting  for  the  con- 
cJusion  of  the  negotiations  between  the  merchants  of  Mauri- 
tiua  and  the  native  government,  immediately  took  on  board 
cargoes  of  cattle  for  that  island. 
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CHAP.  IV. 

Visit  to  the  Goremor  at  Bedait — Laxnriaiioe  of  Tropical  Vegetation.— Plants 
and  Flowers  fh>m  Korope  and  Asia.  —  Arriral  of  a  Minlonaty  from  India. — 
Proposed  Efforts  for  the  religions  Instmction  of  the  Coolies.  —  Efibrts  on 
behalf  of  the  Creole  Population  of  Qrande  Kinere.  —  Pbotognqxhj  in  the 
Tropics.  —  Viut  to  Mr.  Charon  at  FUnes  WHhelms.  —  F£te  of  the  ChQ- 
dren  in  the  SchooL  —  Sngar  Works  on  the  Estate.  —  Place  of  Worship  for 
the  Malagasy.  —  Excnrsioo  to  the  Coantry.  —  Spice  Plantations  at  Grande 
Donjon.  —  Preparatio'DS  for  the  Feast  of  the  New  Year.  —  Permission  gircn 
to  bory  the  Skulls  of  English  and  Frenchmen  fixed  on  Poles  at  Tamatave. — 
Visit  to  Bean  Bassin  and  Wolmar.  —  Magnificent  Species  of  Artocarpus.  — 
Eflfects  of  frequent  Hamcanes.  —  Heat  of  the  Weather.  — Preparation  for  a 
Hurricane.  —  Visit  to  the  Kojal  Gardens  at  Pamplemouses.  —  Splendid 
Avenue  of  Palms.  —  Missionary  Stations  in  the  Conntiy.  —  Missionary  An- 
nirersary  at  Port  Lonis.  —  The  Cemetery.  —  Fearful  Ravages  of  the  Cholera 
at  Mauritius.  —  Departure  for  Madagascar. 

The  (xovemor  of  Mauritius,  Sir  J.  M.  Higginson,  hgjA,  since 
my  return,  requested  to  be  furnished  with  a  statement  of  the 
more  general  results  of  our  visit,  and  I  went  about  this  time 
to  spend  two  or  three  days  with  him  at  Eeduit,  his  country 
residence  on  the  borders  of  Plaines  Wilhelms,  and  about  seven 
miles  from  Port  Louis.  On  arriving  I  received  a  very  cordial 
welcome,  and  at  dinner  in  the  evening  I  met  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Rawson,  Mr.  Kerr,  and  Mr.  Tupper.  Mr.  Rawson,  whose 
hospitality  I  had  already  experienced  at  Cem^,  bis  charming 
residence  on  the  northern  border  of  Plaines  Wilhelms,  was  the 
treasurer  of  the  colony,  and  Mr.  Kerr  the  auditor-general.  Mr. 
Tupper,  an  invalid  clergyman,  travelling  for  his  health,  was 
brother  to  the  author  of  **  Proverbial  Philosophy  "  and  other 
well-known  publications.  The  evening  passed  very  pleasantly, 
conversation  being  occasionally  enlivened  by  music  and  sing- 
ing.    The  temperature  of  the  rooms  was  delightfiiL     Reduit 
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seemed  to  me  nearly  ten  de^ees  cooler  than  Port  Louis,  I 
hail  much  conversation  with  the  governor  on  the  state  of 
education  in  the  island,  and  at  a  late  hour  retired  to  reat. 
It  WES  to  me  a  novel  apectacle  to  see  large  tiger  skiiis  hanging 
over  the  hanisU^ra  of  the  stfl-irg  leading  to  the  sleeping  rooms, 
looking  aa  if  but  recently  taken  from  the  bodies  of  their 
owners,  and  showing  the  holes  of  the  bnllets  hy  which  they 
hod  been  killed.  The  governor  had  formerly  resided  in 
India,  and  I  snppoaed  these  were  trophies  of  the  wild  eporta 
of  the  East. 

Early  the  neit  morning  I  walked  over  the  extensive 
domain  of  Reduit,  viaiting  portions  which  I  had  been  unable 
to  reach  on  the  previous  evening.  The  house,  which  stands 
upon  a  gradual  ulope  extending  from  the  elevated  plain  to 
the  sea,  la  spacious  but  low.  The  centre,  both  of  the  front 
and  the  back  of  the  honae,  ia  protected  from  the  sun  by  broad 
corridora,  and  the  ends  are  shaded  by  verandahs  and  trellis- 
work  oYergrown  with  passioD-flowera  and  other  creeping 
plants.  On  the  aide  of  the  house  towards  the  eea  was  a 
flower  garden,  and  at  the  northern  end  a  lawn  bordered  with 
shrubs  and  enlivened  by  flower  beds  cut  out  in  the  turf.  At 
Heduit,  as  well  aa  Ceme,  I  found  several  familiar  plants^  and 
their  unexpected  appearance  seemed  like  meeting  with  old 
friends.  Among  the  roses,  a  small  flowering  noisette  was  in 
full  bloom.  Devoniensia  appeared  with  long  slender  shoots 
and  thin-petallefl  pale  flowers.  Fuchsias,  recently  introduced 
from  the  Cape,  Oenotheras,  achimenes,  glosiniaB,  and  helio- 
tropea,  raigQOnette,  and  violets,  were  growing  side  by  side  with 
AUamandti  Schotlii.  Rus9elia  junci-a,  Poinaettia,  Gardenia, 
and  other  plants  requiring  artificial  heat  in  England,  all 
flourished  Imuriantly  in  the  open  air.  A  beautiful  aleurites 
grew  near  the  end  of  the  house,  and  besiide  it  a  fine  tree, 
AbCutans  sUntttOf  with  large,  dark-orange  flowers,  having 
deepk  clear,  claret-coloured  pencilled  markings,    ^'^erever 
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I  meet  with  home  flowersj  I  always  expect  to  fiml  strong 
ttome  fcelingii,  and  rejoice  in  this  means  of  perpetually 
reTiTiDg  them. 

In  an  artificial  stone  basin  were  a  number  of  arums,  re- 
Bembling  Arttm  coetatum.  The  fleshy  root  stooti  a  foot  or 
more  out  of  the  water,  and  the  large,  strong-ribbed,  shiuing 
green  leaves,  seemed  to  be  eight  or  ten  feet  high.  I  fre- 
quently aaw  the  same  speciee  growing  wild  in  the  swampy 
part3  of  Madagascar,  There  were  also,  near  the  same  place, 
an  india  rubber  tree>  and  Bome  splendid  Arlocarpus  itite- 
ffrifolia  or  jack  trees,  with  their  immense  OTal  fruit  of  a 
greenish-yellow,  hanging,  not  amidst  the  spreading  branches, 
but  on  a  email  short  stem  growing  from  the  trunk  or  from  the 
large  branches  of  the  tree*  In  the  kitchen  garden,  which  waa 
extensive,  the  common  China  rose,  or  roae  Edward*  formed 
complete  hedges  along  some  of  the  walks.  Peau,  French 
beans,  and  other  European  vegetables,  were  growing  well 
here,  though  not  so  lusuriantly  as  at  Ceme ;  but  of  etraw- 
berries  there  were  large  beds  apparently  going  out  of  beming. 
Beyond  this  garden,  at  some  distance  in  the  same  direction, 
were  ponds  supplied  with  water  fowl,  and  farther  on  the  maize 
and  banana  plantations,  with  the  huts  of  the  Creoles  and  other 
labourers. 

Leaving  these,  I  walked  over  the  grounds,  which  were  ex- 
tensive and  varied,  affording  occaaionally,  where  the  trees  and 
brushwood  hod  been  clearud  away,  on  one  hand,  a  view  of  the 
ocean  with  the  small  white  gails  of  the  coasting  vessels  glitter- 
ing in  the  morning  sim,  on  the  other,  of  the  mountains  of 
Moka,  and  those  extending  from  the  Pouce  to  within  about  a 
mile  from  the  grounds. 

A  deep,  rocky,  and  steep  ravine  bounded  the  domain  on 
the  north,  and  added  greatly  to  the  variety  and  beauty  of  the 
sceneiy.  At  the  bottom  of  this  ravine  a  rapid  stream  sparkled 
along  its  course  from  the  mountains  of  Moka  to  the  sea. 
Notwith>itanding  the  stony  nature  of  the  sidea  of  the  raWne, 
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ihey  were  covered  witli  the  richest  verdure,  amougtit  which 
hung  garlands  of  graceful  creepers,  while  aniuis  often  lined 
the  thordera  of  the  stream,  altogether  affonling  most  enticing 
bita  of  sceaery,  heightened  in  effect  by  the  mimic  cascades  and 
waterfalls  which  foamed  along  aiuonget  the  fragnienta  of  rock 
and  stone.  Near  tliia  scene  I  came,  in  the  course  of  my  walk, 
upon  a  sort  of  liuiy's  garden  concealed  by  evergreens  and 
floweriug  skrubB,  and  containing  a  choice  collection  of  plants, 
many  of  them  in  flower,  eapttcially  tho  pasaion-flowera  of 
nearly  every  hue,  and  the  rich  crimson  Pfrwrea  coccinsa, 
almost  dazzling  in  the  bright  rays  of  the  morning  6un» 

In  the  vicinity  of  the  bouse,  on  both  aides,  were  a  number 
of  remarkable  trees.  A  iine  sprefwJiiig  banyan,  not  the  largest 
I  had  seen,  bnt  one  of  the  moat  perfect  epecimeua  of  a  young 
tree,  attracted  my  attention,  03  well  aa  a  beautiful  Indian 
acacia  on  the  opposite  aide  of  the  house»  while  the  groups  of 
magnificent  sago  trees  were  alike  eingular  and  beautiful. 

On  returning,  I  was  glad  to  unite  in  the  morning  worship 
of  the  family,  which  was  conducted  with  great  propriety  and 
gerioupneas.  At  the  breakfaat,  which  immediately  followed, 
the  large  dish  of  freshly  gathered  strawherriee,  with  which  the 
repast  concludeil,  reminded  me,  in  a  very  agreeable  manner, 
as  did  many  circumstanceB  and  scenes  in.  Mauritius,  of  aimilar 
enjoymentj3  formerly  shared  while  residing  at  the  foot  of  the 
Pyrenees  in  France. 

As  the  governor  went  on  the  same  day  to  Port  Louia  to 
preside  at  the  Legislative  Cotmcil,  I  was  glad  to  take  a  seat 
on  the  fco^c  of  bis  carriage ;  and  the  day  being  rather  cooler 
than  usual,  there  was  something  quite  inspiriting — reviving 
recollections  of  stage-coach  days  in  England — in  setting  off 
behind  four  well-bred  and  well-appointed  horsea,  in  high 
spirits,  and  seeming  as  if  they  liked  to  hear  the  mnsic 
of  their  hoofs  pattering  in  concert  as  they  trotted  along  the 
smooth  macadamised  road. 

9t 
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A  short  time  previoiis  to  tbia  visit,  Mr,  HarJy,  a  Wealeyftn 
missionary,  had  arrived  from  Madras  iviih  his  wife  ami  faniily 
on  hifl  way  to  tlie  Cape  for  the  recovery  of  his  health.  On 
reaching  Mauritiua  he  was  too  ill  to  proceed,  and  wns  brought 
on  shore  with  hut  alight  hopes  of  his  reco%'ery.  I  visited 
him  on  the  day  of  his  arrivalj  and  frequently  afterwords,  and 
waa  much  pleased  to  observe  his  gradual  recovery,  A  few  ■ 
days  after  my  return  from  Reduit  I  attended  a  conference  of 
friends  whom  he  had  invited  to  advise  with  bim  as  to  the 
desirableness  of  his  remaining  in  MauritiOB,  and  devoting  ■ 
his  efforts  to  the  religious  instruction  of  the  Cooliea,  or  Indian 
labourers  in  the  island.  8ome  of  the  planters  and  other 
Christian  residents  had  often  expressed  their  deep  regret  on 
account  of  the  want  of  every  means  of  religious  improvement 
for  these  labourers,  of  whom  there  were  90,000  in  Mauritius. 
An  attempt  which  had  been  made  to  teach  some  of  their 
children  English,  had  provetl  abortive ;  hut  the  want  was  felt 
to  be  BO  pressings  the  number  to  whom  access  couJd  be 
obtained  so  coaaiderable,  and  the  hope  so  encouraging  of 
securing  native  agents  either  as  echcjolmafiters,  Scripture- 
readers,  or  colporteurs  and  Bible  distjihutors,  that  Mr, 
Hardy  was  recommended  to  remain  at  Mauritius  with  hjB 
family,  until  he  could  receive  the  instructions  of  his  society 
in  England.  Mr.  Hardy  remained  some  montba  in  Port 
Louis,  distributing  the  Scriptures,  and  preaching  in  hia  own 
hired  house  to  such  as  came  to  hear  him;  and,  though  not 
without  individual  instances  of  beneficial  results,  yet,  as  he 
did  not  receive  instructions  from  England  to  remain,  he  sub- 
Bequently  proceeded  to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  finally 
to  Australia, 

I  still  continued  to  preach  every  Sunday  to  small  but 
attentive  congregations  of  seamen  and  others  at  the  Port 
Office,  In  the  afternoon  I  attended  the  French  service  at 
M.  Le  Bnm's;  and  aa  some  members  of  Mr.  Kelaey'B  house- 
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hold  did  not  understand  French,  we  usually  had  a  short 
English  service  with  the  Kuropean  portion  of  the  family, 
JVIr.  Kelaey  holding  his  usual  daily  senrice  with  the  domestica 
about  the  preinisea  in  French. 

Until  within  a  few  moDths  of  our  arrival,  Mr»  Kelsey  and 
hia  family  had  resided  at  Grande  EiW^re,  about  two  miles 
from  Port  Louis,  in  a  southerly  direction.  TMiile  here  they 
had  endeavoured  to  be  useful  among  the  Creole  population  of 
the  place,  and  were  greatly  encouraged  by  the  assistance  of  a 
pioiia  woman  of  colour,  a  domestic  in  their  own  family, 
who  first  began  by  instructing  her  fellow-servautaj  then, 
extended  her  efforts  to  others,  and  then  engaged  a  room  for 
the  purpose  of  religious  worship.  Messrs.  Le  Brun  visited 
the  place  every  Sunday  afternoon,  and  once  in  the  week 
besides.  The  numbera  attending;  became  so  niimeroua,  as  to 
render  it  necessary  to  add  another  room  by  taking  down  a 
partition,  and  finally  a  third,  all  of  which  were  at  this  time 
well  filled  vnth  serious  and  attentive  hearers.  SIj".  and  Mrs. 
Kelsey  had  generously  defrayed  the  ejcpense  of  the  pla^^e, 
and  rejoiced  in  the  benefit  which  the  people  of  colour  at 
Grande  Riviere  posseeaed  in  the  faithful  prttiching  of  the 
Gospel  amongst  them. 

Early  in  the  month  of  December,  I  accompanied  M.  I^e 
Brun,  senior^  to  the  celebration  of  the  anniversary  af  their 
labours  at  this  place.  About  seventy  persons  were  present, 
who  listened  with  seriousness  and  apparently  devout  attention 
to  a  plain  and  afifectionate  discourse  from  the  venerable 
pastor.  I  was  not  surprised  at  the  satisfaction  his  arrival 
seemed  to  afford  when  I  remembered  his  labours  for  their 
benefit,  which  had  often  excited  my  sincere  admiration, 
when  I  had  seen  him,  after  preaching  to  a  large  congregation 
in  Port  Louis,  and  allowing  only  a  very  ehort  interval  for 
rest,  set  off  for  a  walk  of  two  miles  in  tbe  middle  of  the 
day,  tLe  thermometer  standing  perhapa  at  84*'  or  86",  for  the 
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purpose  of  preaching  tbe  Gospel  to  a  few  poor  laK<jureni  and 
other  people  of  colour  gathered  t^>gether  in  a  hired  room.  The 
recollection  of  thisexpliiitiod  to  me  the  cordial  greeting  which 
he  and  bis  eon  received  after  the  interestinj";  services  were  over. 

Grande  Riviere  is  an  important  enbiirh  of  Port  Lrmiaf 
the  residence  of  several  niercbantfi  and  others  whose  places  of 
biunuesa  are  in  the  port.  A  iiumher  of  Creoles  reside  here 
in  the  capacity  of  aervantfl,  mechanics,  or  small  shop-keepers; 
and  it  was  gratifying  to  eee  any  efforts  mode  for  their  moral 
and  spiritual  benefit-,  eHpecisdly  as  those  efforts  appeared  to 
be  attended  with  evidence  that  good  wa£  done.  As  an 
instance  of  this,  I  mnst  mention  that  about  a  month  after  the 
anniversary,  my  friend  M.  Le  Brun,  eenior,  was  agreeably  sur- 
prised one  morning  by  a  coloured  man  coming  to  him  and 
informing  him  that  he  and  another  man  had  made  up  their 
minds  to  build  at  Grande  Riviere  a  BubHtantial  fftone  chapel, 
iifty  feet  long  and  twenty  or  twenty-five  feet  wide;  that  he 
possessed  a  piece  of  ground  in  an  eligible  place,  which  he 
would  give  for  the  purpose ;  and  that  when  the  chapel  was 
finished  he  would  at  once  give  him  possession  of  it,  W^en 
I  left  for  my  second  visit  to  Hadagaacar^  the  ground  was 
marked  out,  and  preparations  for  a  eommeucement  laade. 
Before  I  finally  left  the  Colony  the  chapel  was  fini&bed,  and 
was  filled  with  hearera  every  Sunday. 

Besides  my  interest  in  the  religious  improvement  of  the 
people,  other  objects  sometimes  led  me  to  Grande  Rivi^e. 
Soon  after  my  arrival  at  Mauritius,  I  had  matie  the  acquaint- 
ance of  Dr.  Powell,  who  had  charge  of  the  Lunatic  Asylum 
at  Grande  Riviere  and  resided  there.  He  was  familiar  with 
chemistry,  and  had  recently  commenced  the  practice  of 
photography.  As  I  had  brought  out  the  requisite  apparatus, 
and  had  attempted  to  take  some  of  the  more  striking  view^ 
in  the  neighbourhood,  aa  well  as  portraits  of  individuals, 
especially  such  as  were  good  specimens  of  the  different  racea 
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to  be  found  in  Port  Louis ;  and  as  I  had  often  experienced 
dbappointment  in  the  results,  ariaing  from  Gauges  which, 
under  conditions  of  light  aud  of  atmosphere  so  diflTerent 
from  those  of  Kngland,  it  was  not  Dasy  at  first  either  to 
comprehend  or  rectify,  I  was  glad  to  have  occasional  recourse 
to  Dr.  Powell,  in  order  that  we  might  compare  notes  and 
help  each  other  out  of  difficulties. 

My  difficulties  arose  from  diversified  causes.  Some  of 
them  were  subsequently  removed,  others  still  remained, 
either  owing  to  my  defective  knowle^tge  of  the  aiiLject,  or 
inahiliity  to  procure  the  appropriate  remedies.  I  had  taken 
out  a  considerahle  quantity  of  cai'efuUy  packed  waxed  and 
iodised  paper,  under  the  generally  inculcated  belief  that  it 
would  keep  good  for  any  length  of  time  in  any  climate  j 
but  I  found  it  uaelesa. 

Yet,  notwithstanding  all  my  difEculties,  I  succeeded  in 
obtaining  valuable  memorials  of  my  visit  in  a  number  of 
correct  representations  of  some  of  the  moat  rare  and  beautiful 
natural  objecta  which  I  met  with,  Loth  in  Mauritius  and 
Madagascar, —  among  those  obtained  here  were  views  of  the 
town,  harbour,  and  shipping  from  the  battery  hill,  together 
with  some  attractive  portions  of  the  suburbs  and  adjacent 
mountaiua, — and  to  these  I  was  able  to  add  portraits  of  some 
of  the  most  important  classes  of  the  people.  Nothing  surprised 
me  more  than  the  striking  contrasts  which  the  physical  organ- 
isation of  the  natives  from  Madagascar  presented,  comprising 
apparently  specimens  of  pure  African  races,  with  the  Malayan 
or  Polyneston ;  and  presenting  amongst  the  Hovas,  or  people 
inhabiting  the  central  portion  of  the  island,  a  remarkable 
resemblance  to  the  Eun>pean  conformation  of  head  and 
features. 

During  the  hottest  summer  months  few  people  remain  in 
Port  Louis  who  can  avoid  it,  and  as  there  could  be  no  com- 
munication with  Madagascar  diiriug  the  6rst  threi^  months  of 
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the  year,  and  conBequently  nothing  requiriDg  my  particular 
attention  at  the  port,  I  was  glftd  to  avail  myself  of  every  op- 
portunity that  offered  for  visdting  the  country  districtfl.  On 
the  I3th  of  December  I  accompanied  M.  Le  Brun  to  PLalnefl 
Wilhelma,  to  attend  the  anniversary  servicea  of  the  opening 
of  the  chapel  and  school  at  M,  Charon's.  We  left  Port  Louis 
early,  and  on  our  way  passed  nnraerons  carts  loaded  with 
siigar  OT  timber,  generally  drawn  hy  mules,  and  driven  by 
Coolies.  The  loada  seemed  to  me  heavy,  but  the  animals 
drawitig  them  were  in  good  condition,  and  did  not  appear 
overworked.  M.  Le  Brun  more  than  once  remarked  on  the 
different  mode  uf  transporting  timber,  sugar^  and  other  pro- 
duce now^  as  compared  with  that  employed  during  many 
years  after  hi&  arrival  in  the  colony  in  1814.  There  were 
then  few  beasts  of  draught  or  burden  in  the  island.  Travellers 
were  carried  from  place  to  place  in  a  sort  of  palanquin  on 
raen'a  shoulders.  Carts,  from  whatever  distance  they  came, 
with  whatever  they  were  loaded,  whether  with  timber,  stones, 
or  anything  else,  were  all  drawn  by  slaves,  attended  by  their 
drivere,  twenty  slaves  being  sometimes  yoked  to  one  carti 
They  usually  travelled  in  the  night,  as  they  were  able  to  draw 
the  same  load  a  much  greater  distance  then  than  during  tlie 
oppressive  heat  of  the  day. 

Our  road  lay  through  a  succession  of  extensive  sugar  plan- 
tations, and  we  reached  our  destination,  a  distance  of  ten  or 
eleven  miles  from  Port  Louis,  before  9  o'clock.  Here  I  was 
cordially  welcomed  by  M.  Charon,  and  foimd  a  small  pa- 
vilion consisting  of  two  rooms  appropriated  to  my  use.  After 
a  cup  of  coffee  we  proceeded  to  the  premises  which  JM. 
Charon  has,  with  great  liberality  and  desire  for  the  welfare  of 
those  around  him,  appropriated  to  religious  purposes.  Th« 
chapel  is  a  neat  stone  building,  with  a  paved  stone  floor,  and 
a  metal  roof,  Hurmounted  by  a  cupola  and  bell.  The  building 
is  plainly  fitted  up,  and  will  hold  200  pereona.     At  a  short 
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(Utitance  a  comfortable  house,  comprising  five  or  ^ax  rooms, 
has  been  built  for  the  residence  of  a  missionary,  and  in  the 
yard  attacBed  to  the  hoiiae  is  a  stone  kitchen,  I  looked  over 
the  reBidence,  which  for  its  Hmall  size  b  well  arranged.  M. 
Charon  had  written  to  England  for  a  raiesionary  to  be  sent 
to  this  station,  and  espreaaed  himself  ready  to  contribute 
liberally  towards  his  support 

Soon  aftfr  we  had  assembled  in  the  chapel,  the  scholars, 
nwet  of  them  coloured  cliildren,  but  dressed  in  white,  were 
inarched  from  the  school  to  the  chapel.  The  master  stood 
l>ehind  a  table,  on  which  a  number  of  books  very  tastefully 
bound  were  placed.  The  parents  of  the  children  and  the 
visitorH  sat  around.  A  number  of  little  girls  and  boys  re- 
cited pieces  of  poetry,  or  dialogue,  in  French.  Tbe  venerable 
pastor,  M.  Le  Brun,  offered  up  prayer  on  their  behalf,  and 
gave  a  short  address.  The  master  read  a  paper  on  the  ad- 
TiWitagea  and  responsibilities  of  education,  after  which  tbe 
most  succe-ssfid  and  well-behaved  scholars  were  called  one  by 
one  to  tbe  table  to  receive  their  prizes,  Mlieu  the  master 
had  announced  the  ground  of  the  award,  one  of  the  visitors 
gave  tbe  book  appropriateJ  to  the  succeaaful  scholar,  nt  the 
fiame  time  placing  a  garland  of  flowers,  consisting  chiefly  of 
rose^  upon  the  head  of  the  delighted  child^  By  this  arraoge- 
meut  it  sometimes  happened  that  a  father,  mother,  or  grand- 
mother  reworded  and  crowued  their  own  little  child.  It  was 
the  first  time  I  had  witnessed  anything  of  the  kind,  and  I 
could  not  but  regard  this  simple  and  graceful  performance  aa 
an  agreeable  means  of  enhajacing  the  gratification  of  both 
parties. 

At  the  close  of  the  examiQation,  the  auuiversary  service  in 
the  chapel  commenced,  and  M.  Le  Brun  preached  a  plain, 
instructive,  and  useful  sermon  to  an  attentive  congregation. 
The  chapel  waa  full,  a  number  of  friends  having  come  from 
a  dist&nce.     At  the  conclusion  of  the  service  the  children 
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were  regaleil  with  v.  sort  of  sweetened  driuk,  or  syrup,  and  we 
retviroed  t«  M.  Cheron's,  where  a  company  of  })etween  twenty 
aud  tliirty  sat  down  to  wliat  was  deeignated  a  dSjeuTier,  but 
in  reality  a  substantial  dinner,  under  the  broad  verandah  axiir- 
Bide  the  bouse. 

M.  Cheron  is  a  person  of  colour^  and  a  man  of  great  force 
of  character,  aa  well  as  iudu&try  and  intelligence ;  a  respectable 
and  prosperoua  planter,  owning  more  than  one  estate,  and 
iemploying  356  Indian  labourers.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
church  under  the  pastoral  care  of  M.  Le  Brun,  in  Port  Louis, 
and  a  zealouB  and  efficient  coadjutor  in  the  promotion  of 
measurea  for  the  inatruction  and  spiritual  benefit  of  the  people 
in  tbe  diatrict  in  which  he  resides,  and  where  be  ie  held  iu 
high  and  deserved  esUmationi 

Towards  evening  I  walked  with  M.  Charon  over  part  of 
his  plantation,  admiring  the  view  of  rich  and  varied  land- 
scape of  cane-fields  and  mountains,  which  successive  elerationa 
afforded;  and  almost  astonished  at  the  size  attained  by  the 
canes,  which  in  aome  places  were  twelve  or  fifteen  feet  High. 

800D  after  nine  the  next  morning  I  joined  the  family 
assembly  in  the  great  house.  It  was  quite  a  patriarchal 
gathering.  Besides  M.  and  Mme.  Cheron,  and  their  oldest 
Bon  and  daughter  in  tlie  prime  of  youthful  life,  the  father 
uid  mother  of  the  former  Mme.  Charon,  and  one  of  her  sisters, 
were  permanent  members  of  the  houseliold.  Then  there  wag 
another  sister,  a  widow,  and  several  daughters,  besides  others 
more  or  less  related  to  the  hospitable  host  All  appeared  to 
Constitute  one  harmonious  family.  The  breakfast-table  waa 
spread  at  one  end  of  a  large  verandah,  perhaps  eight  feet 
"wid^  Rod  extending  the  whole  length  of  the  house.  Tlie 
vianda  were  abundant,  rice  being  the  aubstititte  for  bread,  and, 
as  a  guest,  I  was  provided  with  tea. 

In  the  forenoon  I  accoUlpani€^d  M.  Charon  to  his  BUgar- 
works,  where  the  new  processes  of  preparing  the  sugar  l»y 


CHAP.  rv.       PLACE  OF  WORSBrP  FCm  TWE  MALAGASY. 


St 


Tacuum  pane  were  in  operation,  by  which  means  some  thoy- 
eaod  pounds  of  sugar,  finely  crystalhsed  and  heaqtifully  white, 
were  produced  every  day.  On  returning  I  found  several  of 
the  ^holara  who  had  been  succesaful  at  the  examlnatiua  wait- 
ing for  the  fulfilment  of  a  promiee  I  had  made  them  on  the 
previous  day,  of  taking  their  likenessea,  and  with  some  I  suc- 
eeedetlj  apparently  much  to  their  satiBfaction.  In  my  evening 
walk  I  was  much  amused  to  see  the  various  pursuits  carried 
on  In  ditferent  parts  of  the  eetablishmeot,  rendering  it  alto- 
gether veiymuch  like  a  villft^e.  By  the  toad-side  was  a  shop 
kept  by  one  of  M.  Chi^ron's  relatives,  in  which  clothing, 
cutlery,  crockeryware,  and  groceries  were  Bold.  There  were 
also,  in  other  part-s  of  the  premises,  a  carpenter'^  shop,  a 
smith's,  a  wheelwright's,  and  a  cooper's.  Later  in  the  even- 
ing, my  photographs  and  stereoscope  seemed  to  afford  the 
different  members  of  the  family  great  entertaiament,  and 
M.  Chi^Ton  contributeid  much  valuable  information  relative 
to  the  former  etate  of  the  neigh  bo  uriiood. 

A  few  daya  after  ray  retarn  from  Plaines  Wilhelms,  I  ac- 
companied M.  Le  Brun  to  the  opening  of  a  new  place  for 
religious  instruction  amongst  the  Mala^^isy  residing  in  the 
camp  or  suburb,  along  the  foot  of  the  signal  hill.  Mfiny  of 
the  formet  slaves  in  the  island  were  natives  of  Aladagoecar, 
or  the  descendants  of  such.  A  number  of  the  Malagasy  still 
retain  their  native  language,  and  to  this  number  additions 
are  made  of  those  who  from  time  to  time  have  reached  the 
colony  ID  search  of  employment,  and  it  was  thought  desirable 
to  provide  a  place  in  the  midst  of  their  own  location  in  which 
religious  instruction  might  be  given  to  the  adults,  tn  addition 
to  that  already  provided  for  their  children.  With  this  view 
the  building  now  appropriated  to  religious  worship  had  been 
provideih  The  services  here  on  the  Sabbath  and  week  days 
are  still  continued. 

Tlie  day  after  the  bouse  for  Malagasy  worship  was  opened. 
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viz.,  the  24th  of  Decetiibefj  the  air  was  unusually  oppressive, 
and  there  were  iiJidici'itioua  of  an  approaching  hurricane.  The 
ships  in  the  harbuiir  lowered  their  upper  nia^s  and  jard^, 
but  towanl&  evening  the  atmosphere  became  more  settledj 
and  the  next  day,  which  was  Svmday,  and  also  Cbriatraaa 
Day,  though  hot,  was  remarkably  fine.  I  went  out  to  Mr. 
Kelaey'a,  into  whose  family  circle  I  was  admitted  as  one  of 
their  Christmas  party.  Between  nine  and  ten  I  returned, 
greatly  enjoying  my  walk.  The  mild,  soft,  fragrant  atrao- 
apbere,  and  the  bright  starlight  of  a  cloudleBS  sky,  render  the 
evenings  here  unapeakahly  refreshing  and  pleasant,  after  the 
fierce  burning  heat  of  the  day. 

My  friend,  Mr.  Kelsey,  having  arranged  to  take  his  usual 
New  Year's  holiday  on  the  31st  of  December,  and  having 
kindly  included  me  in  the  family  party,  I  was  glad  to  obtain 
a  seat  on  the  box  of  their  Carriage  as  we  drove  away  from 
Latanier,  his  rraidencej  soon  after  six  o'clock.  It  was  Satur- 
day, market  day>  and  for  some  time  I  could  do  little  more 
than  gaze  at  the  diversified  forms,  faces,  costumes,  and  velii- 
clea  which  thronged  the  road  leading  t<j  Port  Louis.  Amongst 
these  were  Indians  in  their  holiday  dresses  of  white  and 
BO&ilet;  others  heavily  laden  with  large  baskets  full  of 
bananas,  mangoee,  pine-apples,  or  peaches,  on  their  heads ; 
and  numbers  of  Chinese  literally  bending  under  the  weight  of 
their  load  of  fruit  or  vegetables,  with  perhaps  half  a  dozen 
fowla  tied  at  the  top.  The  Indiana  and  Africans  carry  their 
loads  on  their  heads,  but  tho  Chinese  carry  theirs  at  the  ends 
of  an  elastic  stick  borne  across  the  shoulders.  These,  in  an 
almost  unintemipted  stream,  occupied  the  sides  of  the  road, 
while  the  centre  was  traversed  by  a  constant  succession  of 
large  CEurts  loaded  with  sugar,  and  drawn  by  mules  or  bullocks ; 
besides  which  were  the  cabriolets  and  gigs  of  the  planters  or 
merchants. 

After  proceeding  for  some  milea  in  a  northerly  direction 
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parallel  to  the  coast,  we  turned  towards  the  interior,  and 
pasged  through  a  rich  and  picturesque  part  of  the  island, 
different  in  aonie  respects  from  the  Moka  and  Plainer  Wil- 
helms  aide^  but  equally  beautiful.  Our  road,  bordered  by 
large  tamarind  and  other  large  trees,  amongst  which  was 
the  flamlwyant^  or  Poinciana  regia,  now  in  full  bloom, 
lay  through  a  valley  to  the  northward  of  Mountain  Long,  and 
presented  on  either  hand  plantations  of  cane  or  rQanloc,  with 
the  huts  of  Creoles  or  Coolies,  and  the  dwellings  of  planters. 
More  distant,  the  Bay  of  Tomha  lay  in  placid  repose  on  the 
one  hand,  and  the  lofty  and  singularly  formed  mountain  of 
the  Peter  Botte  on  the  other. 

The  cool  morning  air,  the  novel  aspects  of  the  eceneiy,  both 
of  mountain  and  plain,  combined  to  render  the  journey  in- 
teresting and  pleasant,  and  I  was  musing  on  the  profusion 
with  which  the  beneficent  Creat-or  bad  diffused  over  the  face 
of  nature  forms  of  purity  and  beauty  almost  in  lavish  exu- 
berance, when  I  noticed,  at  a  abort  distance  from  the  road, 
an  Indian  woman  sitting  on  the  ground  amongst  the  flowers 
of  A  species  of  jeB9am.ine,  growing  unenclosed  by  any  fence 
round  the  door  of  her  straw  hut.  She  held  a  bunch  of  the 
Bweet  flowers  in  her  hand,  apparently  enjoying  their  fnw 
gmnce,  for  she  took  no  notice  of  our  passing ;  and  was  perhapB, 
in  thought,  far  away  amongst  the  flowera  with  which  ahe  had 
been  familiar  in  her  native  country. 

After  paj^aing  for  some  distance  along  a  steep  deBcent,  we 
reached  a  stream  of  water,  and  alighted ;  as  our  carriage 
could  proceefl  no  farther.  After  creasing  the  brook,  we  as- 
cended by  a  Hteep  and  Bomewhat  circuitotta  route,  until, 
after  walking  about  three-quarters  of  a  mile,  we  reached 
Grande  Donjon,  the  residence  of  Mr.  Kittery,  an  Indian 
gentleman.  The  house  with  this  remarkable  name  stands 
on  a  steep  pile  of  basaltic  or  volcanic  rock,  rising  almost  per- 
pendicularly from  the  adjacent  valley.    The  proprietor  of  the 
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place,  in  ladiaa  coiitume,  met  us  as  we  approacheil,  and  ^\e 
ua  a  cordial  welcome,  which  was  repeated  by  bis  wife,  a  Mau- 
ritiau  latiy  of  French  parentage ;  and  after  our  walk  we  were 
glad  to  rest  ourBelves  in  some  large  cane  arm-chairs,  standiDg 
ahout  under  the  ireea  in  frunt  of  the  liouse.  While  seat-ed 
here  refreahing  ourselvta  with  a  cup  of  tea  and  its  accora- 
paaiments,  which  Mrs.  Kelsey's  forethouglit  had  provided,  a 
eervant  broxight  us  a  large  basket  full  of  piu&-apple^  and 
Boon  afterwiuds  quite  a  hamper  full  of  ripe  peaches,  which 
made  aa  agreeable  addition  to  our  breakfast.  I  theu  ex- 
plored the  garden  in  front  of  the  house,  which  was  almi.»t 
encloseil  on  thrpe  sides  with  rnses  in  full  bloom.  The  pretty 
little  uoisette  rose,  filicUe  pet-pMudle,  waa  conspicuuus 
amongat  them,  as  waa  another,  like  Devonieusis,  only  paler. 
In  this  moimtaln  garden  I  found  the  Glervdenda-on  falcata 
in  splendid  bloom,  with  blue  hydrangeas,  China  asters,  agera- 
tum,  kaliopais,  Liiiuiu  lougijJ(/ra,  Brompton  stocks,  verbenaa, 
heliotropes,  and  many  other  familiar  plants. 

Beyond  the  gfirden  to  the  west  was  a  terrace,  also  bordered 
with  rosee,  which  commanded  a  fine  view  of  the  valley  along 
which  we  had  travellwl,  wfth  ihe  stream  winding  its  way  to 
the  sea,  the  woods,  plantations,  and  dwellings  spread  over  the 
plain,  and  the  wide  ocean  beyond.  Our  host  nest  1«1  ua 
through  hiH  plantation  of  fruita  and  spices.  The  latter  con- 
Bistwl  chiefly  of  cloves.  During  the  early  part  of  the  Freach 
occupation  of  Mauritius  great  attention  was  given  to  the 
introduction  and  culture  of  spicea;  and  tliough  the  cbang'es 
that  have  since  taken  place  in  the  comraercial  intercourse 
with  the  Hpice-growing  islands  of  the  East  have  rendered  their 
production  in  Alatiritius  less  important  and  profitable,  a  few 
plantation.^  are  still  to  be  seen.  The  trees,  about  twenty  feet 
high,  were  many  of  them  in  full  blossom.  The  parasite  vanilla 
was  here  cultivated  aa  an  article  of  commercej,  for  the  sake  of 
the  perfume  it  supplies.     PasBing  down  the  mountain  side 
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througti  a  thick  grove  of  mango  treeH,  we  visited  some 
chalybeate  spring,  where  the  ferniginous  colour  of  tho  rock 
and  &oil  around  mdicat-eU  the  abuoiianne  of  iron  in  tbti  spring. 
Soon  after  three  in  the  afternoon,  we  returned  from  ottrwalk, 
and  found  a  very  acceptable  tiffin  or  luncheon  awaiting  ua,  in 
which  the  greatest  rarity  to  me  was  a  fruit  called  BarbailoeB 
cherry.  About  four  we  took  our  leave,  much  Ratified  by  the 
inteDigence  and  urbauity  of  our  host. 

It  was  the  eve  of  New  Year's  Day,  a  season  of  general  fes- 
tivity here,  and  of  this  we  soon  perceived  various  indications. 
Ab  we  travelled  along,  I  could  not  help  noticing  the  activity 
with  wliich  coloured  butchers,  male  and  female,  were  cutting 
up  large  pigs  and  other  animals,  generally  suspended  from 
the  branch  of  a  larye  tamarind  tree,  by  the  road-side ;  while 
crowda  were  gathered  round,  either  admiring  the  carcase,  or 
waiting  for  a  portion  of  it.  We  also  met  many  a  toiE-worn 
beast,  horde,  donkey,  or  mule,  drawing  out  a  whole  Creole 
family,,  father,  mother,  children,  and  servant,  to  some  country 
couain'e,  for  the  coming  holiday. 

Some  of  the  Indian  huts  were  already  ornamented  in  honour 
of  the  new  year  with  strings  of  flowers  hung  along  the  front 
of  the  verandahs, — for  almost  every  hut,  however  email,  can 
boajst  a  verandah.  In  one  place,  I  saw  an  Indian  under  a  tree 
with  a  ntmiber  of  etTiDg&  of  flowers  for  sale.  The  flowers 
seemed  to  be  the  orange-coloiu'ed  Altamanda  Schottii,  and  a 
fragrant  plumaria,  very  abtmdaat  Just  now.  Several  parties 
were  examining  tLie  flowers ;  and  the  vender  was  stretching 
out  bis  arms  just  aa  we  were  passing  by,  so  as  to  show  one  of 
hie  wreaths  to  the  best  ailvaiitage.  But  the  most  gratifying 
of  all  these  sights  to  me  were  the  New  Year's  gifts,  which 
nearly  every  one  seemed  to  be  carrying  home.  Some  miles 
before  we  reached  Port  Louis,  we  passed  young  or  middle- 
aged  Creole  men  and  women  bearing  on  their  heads  the 
baskets  in  which,  in  the  morning,  they  had  tarried  their  fruity 
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Tegetables,  or  poultry  for  sale,  and  in  almoBt  frveiy  one  of 
these  baskets  a  child's  toy  was  to  be  seen.  Sumetimes  the 
leg  of  a  woodea  borae,  a  paiuted  waggon,  a  drum,  or  the  long 
tin  barrel  of  a  painted  gun  would  protrude  from  beneath  a 
handkerchief*  or  other  louse  wrapper.  Besides  these  there 
were  dreseed  dolls  without  number  in  the  cairiagea,  aa  well 
as  in  the  baaketa  of  the  pedestrians ;  and  it  spoke  well  for 
the  flocjftl  affectiona  of  the  labouring  classes^  that  their  little 
ones  received  so  large  a,  share  of  consideration.  Indeed  it 
struck  me  that  the  people  generally  appeareii  fond  of  their 
children,  and,  were  it  not  for  the  influence  exerted  to  ditiauade 
the  parents  from  sending  them  to  the  government  achooLi, 
the  advancement  of  the  whole  race  would  he  much  niore  rapid 
than  it  is. 

I  reached  home  about  seven  in  the  evening,  and  in  the 
review  of  the  year  thus  brought  to  its  close  felt  abundant 
cause  for  grateful  acknowledgment  of  Divine  goodnesa. 

The  first  day  of  18^4  was  a  Sabbath  day.  The  chapel 
in.  which  M.  Le  Brun  preached  on  thia  day  was  densely 
crowded.  The  seats  along  the  aisles  were  filled ;  and  sum- 
bera  sat  on  the  pulpit  stairs.  There  was  al§o  a  larger  at- 
tendance than  usual  at  the  Port  office,  and  the  attendance 
at  the  coTumunion  service  in  the  afternoon  was  numerous, 
many  appearing  to  be  deeply  impressed  with  the  solemnity  of 
the  occasion. 

After  preaching  in  the  forenoon  I  visited  the  hoflpital,  and, 
on  returning  home,  found  the  thermometer  standing  at  88* 
in  the  coolest  part  of  the  house.  Sometimes  it  was  higher 
than  this,  but  I  scarcely  ever  felt  more  oppressed  by  the 
heat  than  on  this  day.  The  air  seemed  to  scorch  the  nostrils 
and  lips  in  breathing.  A  strange  contrast,  I  found  after- 
wards, was  presented  by  my  accoimt  of  the  temperature,  and 
that  which  my  friends  in  England  experienced  on  the  same 
daj. 
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A  somewhat  cnriona,  but  oSJcial,  transaction  which  took 
place  about  this  time  may  serve  to  nhow  the  wide  difference 
which  exiatu  between  the  political  or  diplomatic  negotiatioii& 
of  one  country  and  tboee  of  another.  Anxious  to  evince 
their  entire  cordiality  in  the  friendly  relatione  recently 
eBtablisbenil,  the  government  'of  Madagascar  seut  to  the  go- 
vernor of  Mauritius  informing  him  that  as  the  trade  woa 
reopened  they  wished  to  be  friendly  with  all ;  and  he  was 
therefore  at  liberty,  if  he  chose,  to  seed  for  the  skulls  of 
hia  countrymen  and  of  the  French  that  were  fixed  on  poles 
at  Tamatsve,  and  to  have  them  buried  in  such  manner  sm 
he  preferred.  Accordingly  a  non-commissioneU  officer  was 
Boon  afterwards  sent  to  Tamatave  for  this  purpose.  But  on 
arriving  he  found  that  the  skulls  had  been  previously 
removed  by  the  French,  and  buried  at  tbe  Isle  of  St,  Alary^a. 

At  the  close  of  the  first  week  in  January,  I  had  the 
pleasure  of  welcoming  to  Mauritius  Mr.,  and  Mrsi.  Kenuedy, 
who,  after  a  viait  to  England  for  the  sake  of  health,  were 
(111  their  way  to  BenareB,  in  India,  as  missionaries.  They 
were  hospitably  entertained  at  Mr.  Kelsey's,  as  were  also  Mr, 
and  Mrs.  HalJ,  who  subsequently  arrived  on  their  way  to 
their  important  field  of  missionary  labour  at  Madnu,  and 
who,  after  a  very  brief  hut  pleasant  season  of  iutercourae} 
resumed  their  voyage. 

The  weather  was  now  becoming  increasingly  oppressive, 
the  thermometer  in  tbe  shade  averaging  90°  and  upwards,  and 
I  waa  glad  towards  the  cloee  of  the  month  to  repeat  my 
visit  to  Beau  Bfl^in,  the  residence  of  Mr.  Brownrigg,  situ- 
ated on  Plaines  Wilhelms,  about  six  miles  from  Fort  Louis. 
My  welcome,  as  on  a  former  occasion,  waa  most  cordial. 
The  comfortable  pavilion  which  I  had  before  occupied  waa 
again  appropriated  to  my  use;  and  besides  the  refreshing 
coolnea^  of  the  air,  aa  compared  with  that  of  Port  Louis,  I 
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enjoyed   the   pleasure   of  feeling    that   I  was   no  longer  a 
stranger  in  the  place. 

Beau  Bassin  derives  its  name  from  its  good  supply  of 
water,  contained  in  several  capacious  and  somewhat  oma^ 
mental  tanks  or  reservoirs.  The  house,  though  not  mo- 
dem, is  cool,  spacious,  and  convenient.  The  number  of 
pavilions  in  front,  and  of  native  huts  in  the  rear,  with  cow- 
sheds, stables,  and  coach-houses,  give  to  the  establishmeDt 
the  appearance  of  a  village.  The  plantation  it»elf  is  said 
to  be  lai^e;  hut  around  the  house  were  extensive  mango 
groves,  with  coffee  and  bananas  growing  beneath  the  U^ea, 
and  an  excellent  kitchen-gardeu,  amongst  the  curiodties 
of  which  was  an  apple-tree  in  blossom  which  had  frequently 
borne  excellent  fruit.  Several  young  trees,  offshoots  from 
the  parent  tree,  v^ere  growing  around.  In  front  of  the  bouse 
were  a  number  of  flower-beds  of  varied  form  and  si^  one 
of  the  largest  being  surrounded  with  roses.  The  large 
clerodendron,  apparently  falcatum,  was  the  most  abundant 
amongst  the  plants.  Of  these  there  were  hundreds,  some 
large  bushy  plants  exhibiting  with  great  effect  their  tall 
spikes  of  dazzling  red  flowers.  Mingled  with  these  was  the 
Larpenta  capensis^  and  the  purple  lantana  climbing  over 
the  verandah  and  trellis-work  which  shaded  the  rooms  ad- 
joining the  dwelling.  I  obtained  a  pleasant  memorial  of  my 
visit  in  some  photographic  views  of  the  house,  and  several 
portions  of  the  gardens,  as  well  as  of  a  number  of  rare 
and  well-grown  trees.  Among  the  latter  was  a  luxuriant- 
growing  Artocarpua  integrifolia  or  Jack  tree,  with  a  number 
of  enormous  fruit  hanging  nearly  ripe  from  different  parts  of 
the  trunk  and  larger  branches.  This  is  a  species  of  bread- 
fruit, and  though  the  flavour  is  strong,  the  pulp  is  eaten  by 
the  Creoles;  and  the  seeds,  which  are  large  and  contain  a 
fleshy  kernel,  are  said,  when  baked  or  roasted,  to  be  quite 
palatable.     Wlien  I  bad  fixed  my  camera,   I  asked  one  or 


I  ttcoonipaniecj  Mr.  Brownrigg  to  Wulmar,  one  of  the 
t:8tates  under  hia  charge  at  Black  River,  about  ten  mile.'^ 
from  Beau  Basain.  I  greatly  enjoyed  the  ride,  as  the  road 
lay  througb  a  part  of  the  country  in  a  high  state  of  cultiva- 
Itoii^  <>ccasioijJil]y  prefsentiug  new  combinations  uf  wooded 
aud  tuuimtainauij  aceuery.  On  our  way  I  saw  a  befi-Utiful 
tree  of  the  yellow-flowering  Culvilliu  in  bluesom.  This  tree 
waa  introduced  by  M.  Bojer  from  Madagascar,     AltLotigh.  a 
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noble  tree,  it  ia  less  may;in6cent  than  tlie  Pviui'ini^ni  rttf'ui^ 
Tbe  icatate  of  Wolmar  comprisea  about  120U  ucreti,  aiul  yit-ldfl 
excellefit  <ane.  The  worka  are  furniBheJ  with  vacuum  pana, 
and  some  of  tbe  most  recent  improvenient*  I  here  saw  for 
the  first  time,  in  its  diflferent  stageB,  the  whole  process  of 
sugar  making,  from  the  griuding  of  the  cane  to  the  final 
drying  of  the  ci^mtalliaed  sugar.  On  this  estate,  wluch  ia 
low,  and  near  the  sea,  there  were  some  of  the  largest  treea 
I  iiad  seen  in  the  island,  especially  the  Badamia.  I  noticed 
here,  wljftt  I  had  also  observed  elsewhere,  that  whatever  might 
be  thesbie  yf  the  trunks  of  the  trees,  moslof  the  large  Vrancliea 
appewed  to  have  been  brokeu  off  at  a  short  distance  from 
the  main  stem,  while  the  indentations  and  seams  in  different 
parts  of  the  trunk  itaelf  indicated  that  a  great  arm  of  the  tree 
had  been  violently  broken  off  or  torn  out,  leaving  in  these 
fractured  limbs  and  flcarrcd  trunks  a  memorial  of  the  force 
of  the  hurricanea  which  occasionally  sweep  across  the  ialaud. 
The  sky  became  overcast  towards  the  end  of  the  week,  the 
wind  tempestuous,  and  the  rapid  fail  of  the  barometer  indicated 
the  approach  of  a  hurricane.  Guns  as  signals  of  distress 
were  heard  during  the  Saturday  night ;  and  on  Sunday,  the 
29tli  of  January,  when  Mr.  W.  Brownrigg  kindly  drove  me  into 
Port  Lome  that  I  might  discharge  my  Sabbath  duties,  I 
found  but  a  small  assemblage,  all  the  ships  that  could  leave 
having  put  to  sea.  In  the  morning  a  Dutch  vessel  came 
in  dismasted  and  otherwise  injured.  During  the  day,  I  r1i*o 
received  letters  from  Madagascar,  a  vessel  having  arrived  in 
the  unusually  short  time  of  four  days  from  Taniatave,  Ke- 
turuing  to  Platues  Wilheims  in  the  cool  of  the  evening  waa 
exceedingly  pleasant ;  on  the  following  day,  however,  the 
rain  came  down  in  sheets,  and  the  plain  was  flooded.  But 
whenever  thus  confined  to  the  house,  I  usually  found  my 
way  to  the  welUfurni^fhed  libmry;  and,  notwithstanding  the 
imsettled  state  of  the  weather,  time  passed  very  pleasantly 
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at  Beau  Baacdo;  for  I  fett  it  a  pnril^^  to  become  acquainted 
with  so  excellent  a  specimen  of  tbe  colonial  life  of  an  English 
fiunily. 

It  -vras  the  custom  of  Mn.  Brovorigg  and  her  mother  to 
spend  an  hour  or  more  in  teaching  in  a  school,  which  had 
been  e«tabU£bed  for  educating  the  cMldrea  of  the  labourers 
CD  the  estate,  and  others  in  the  neigbbouthood.  The  school- 
master had  lately  died,  and,  until  another  could  be  obtained, 
these  benevolent  ladies,  notwithstaudiog  the  hest  of  Cbe 
veather  and  the  unaToidable  &t^fue,  daily  occupied  ihem- 
selves  in  this  manner.  Tbe  school  was.  well  fumished,  and 
Bome  of  the  children  hail  made  good  prc^ess.  The  Indian  chit- 
dren  were  bj  lar  the  meet  apt,  but  tbe  Creoles  weri>  more  docile^ 

Besides  the  members  of  this  hospitftble  fAmily,  I  bad 
here  the  plen^iire  of  meeting  witli  several  ogreeable  and  in- 
telligent friends,  amongst  them.  Mr.  Beke,  whom  I  after- 
wards visited  at  his  own  residence,  receiving  from  him  many 
att«ntton6,  and  learning  much  of  Abyssinia  and  Arabia,  in 
which  oountriea  be  had  been  a  distinguished  and  obserrant 
traveller. 

The  weather  in  ^fanritius  is  usually  nnsetUed  during  the 
first  three  months  of  the  year;  and  it  is  at  this  season  that 
buTTtcanes  occur  in  tbe^e  re^ons.  On  the  11th  of  February, 
having  heard  a  gun  fired  from  the  foit,  which  I  understood 
was  a  signal  for  all  veeaels  to  take  down  their  upper  mafttfi 
and  jazds,  while  at  the  same  time  tbe  Qsig  wrui  flying  at  the 
port  office  to  warn  all  vessels  outside  to  put  out  to  se^  I 
hastened  to  the  p«:>st  office  with  my  letters,  deemii^  it  pro- 
bable (hnt  tbe  packet  might  sail  earlier  than  the  appointed 
hour,  in  order  to  avoid  the  stonn ;  and  <.)n  going*  afterwards 
to  the  landing  place  I  saw  tbe  flag  with  a  blue  cross  6yiug  at 
the  port  office^  indicating  that  a  gale  or  hurricane  might  be 
expected.  The  barometer  bad  been  sinfcing  nil  day.  The  sky 
was  dark,  the  rain  frequent,  the  scud  was  6ying  in  wild  con- 
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fusion,  and  the  wind  iocreaiting  every  hour.  I  found  tlie 
Calcutta  steatn  paoket,  instead  of  departing,  had  taken  down 
her  upper  yards.  All  the  small  vesseb  had  been  removed 
from  the  aides  of  the  wharves  where  they  were  ■usually  moored, 
the  hoat^  all  drawn  up,  all  the  Ijaga  of  sugar  or  other  mer- 
chandi^  remover!  from  the  »heds  near  the  quays;  aud  on 
board  all  the  vessels  the  utmost,  activity  apf>eared,  height*»ned 
hy  the  shouting  or  the  songfi  of  the  sailors  of  diflferenl  na- 
tions as  they  were  sending  down  their  yanii?,  and  many  of  thr-in 
their  top-gallant  maets;  while  the  nhips  near  the  edge  of  the 
harbour  were  taking  up  their  ancliors  and  running  out  l«  itea 
to  avoid  being  driven  on  shore. 

Amongst  the  preparatioa8  on  shore,  T  noticed  that  many  of 
the  straggling  branches  of  trees  in  the  public  gardeuK  had 
been  cut  off,  iso  aa  to  afford  the  wind  less  hold  af  them.  The 
ground  was  already  strewn  with  the  small  branches  and  green 
leaver  cut  from  the  trees  by  the  blast.  It  wiv<.  vtry  dark  all 
the  r^at  of  the  afternoon,  and  the  wind  and  rain  continued  to 
increase.  As  I  walked  home  through  the  company's  garden 
the  watercourse  was  fall,  and  the  usually  small  stream  was 
flowing  along,  a  rapid,  turbid,  mountain  torrent.  On  looking 
towards  the  Pouce  and  adjiw;ent  mountaius^  I  counted  nine 
different  cascatles  rushing  from  the  hollows  amongst  the 
ridges,  and  pouring  in  foam  and  spray  down  the  mountain 
^idea,  where  at  other  times  no  stream  cwild  be  seen.  M.  Le 
Brim  Bent  to  his  eon  to  have  the  house  in  which  he  liveii 
carefully  fastened,  and  every  loose  shutter  or  board  nailed  up. 
Our  residence,  as  well  as  moiirt  of  tlie  houses.,  was  furnished 
^vith  strong,  heavy,  outsidH  shutters,  called  hurr'teune  Bhutters. 
It  had  extra  doors  of  the  same  kind,  and  theee  were  all  well 
secTiTed,  In  everj'  direction,  during  the  rest  of  the  evening, 
nothing  was  heard  but  the  haniniering  of  heavy  iron  bolts  or 
bars  and  the  nailing  up  of  doors  and  shutters.     The  yard  or 
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ciom  piece  attached  to  thja  signal  pust  was  lowered,  and  every 
precaution  for  security  adapted. 

The  wind,  blowing  from  the  northward  and  eastward,  con- 
tinued to  increase  with  violent  and  fearful  gusts  until  about 
two  o'clock  in  the  morning,  when  it  changed  and  blew  from  an 
opposite  direction,  but  with  lesa  violence,  until  dayliglit  The 
rain  then  ceased,  and  by  eight  or  nine  o'clock  we  had  the 
pleasure  of  beholding  the  aun  break  through  the  clouds.  Our 
yard  was  strewn  with  brancheB  of  trees,  and  on  the  sides  of 
the  trees  exposed  to  the  wind  the  long  pendant  boughs  not 
absolutely  broken  off  were  bent  inwards  or  upwards  by  the 
force  of  the  gale.  In  walking  down  to  the  port  office,  al- 
though I  did  not  eee  any  houaes  unroofed,  I  was  struck  with 
the  devastation  amongst  the  trees.  Almost  every  tree  was 
l»ent  towards  the  south-weat,  and  one  banyan  tree  in  the 
Place  d'Artoes  waa  torn  up  by  the  roota  and  lay  proatmte  on 
the  groiuid.  There  was  a  heavy  swell  railing  into  the  har- 
bour, but  no  damage  anioagst  the  ships,  which,  with  their 
yards  aE-d  upper  masts  on  deck,  looked  more  like  hulks  than 
The  tall  ve»aeU  they  had  appeared  a  few  days  hefore.  Sonae 
of  them  had  four  anchors  out.  Scarcely  a  boat  stirred  in 
the  hay  duriug  the  whole  day,  and  the  attendance  of  searaen 
on  the  usual  religious  serndce  at  the  port  office  was  exceed- 
ingly small. 

In  the  afternoon,^  when  I  accompanied  Mr.  Kelaey  and  his 
family  to  tiieir  resitlence,  I  was  surprised  as  we  passed  through 
ihe  Btreete  to  see  bars  and  boFu-ds  nailed  across  bo  many  of 
the  doors  and  windows  of  the  different  buildings,  while  others 
were  buttressed  or  propped  up  with  strong  pieces  of  timber. 
It  is  said  that  if  the  wind  during  a  hurricane  loosens  a  door 
or  shutter,  and  finds  entrance  to  a  building,  it  tears  off  the 
roof  altogether,  and  scatters  it  in  fragments  around.  On 
viailiug  the  ship^  afterwards,  I  learned  that  the  sailors  oa 
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hoard  all  the  ships  were  at  work  until  two,  and  on  some  until 
four  in  the  monimg,  making  everytliiiig  secure,  and  that  the 
wind,  though  not  in  thiia  instance  anio^inting  to  a  hurricane, 
was  at  times  eo  strong  as  to  lay  some  of  the  ships  quite  on 
their  sidea. 

Notwithstamling  the  heavy  rains,  which  were  now  firequent, 
I  waa  glad  whenever  I  coitlj  to  get  away  to  the  country  vr 
mountain  districts;  and  soon  after  tbia  time  I  visited  the 
Royal  Gardena  at  Pamplemouses,  seven  or  eight  miles  in  a 
northerly  direction  from  Port  Louis.  I  had  more  than  once 
■visited  them  before,  when  I  had  been  highly  gratified  by  the 
kind  attentions  of  Mr.  Duncan,  the  director,  and  the  members 
of  his  family^from  whom  I  again  received  a  frank  and  hearty 
welcome,  with  the  offer  of  Buch  accommodation  ob  they  could 
furnish  for  my  photographic  operationB. 

So  far  as  natural  objeete  were  concerned,  no  place  in.  Mau- 
ritius was  to  me  bo  attractive  as  the  Ruyal  G-ardenS  at  Pam- 
plemouses. They  cover  about  fifty  acred  of  most  escelleat 
groimd,  and  are  well  supplied  with  water.  They  app«ir  to 
liave  been  originally  laid  out  on  a  truly  magnificent  scale. 
Long  walkjs  or  avenues,  with  stone  peats  at  intervals  on  both 
sides,  are  bordered  with  the  most  rare  and  valuable  trees  of 
both  hemispheres,  interspersed  with  an  almost  endless  variety 
of  shrubs  and  flowers.  Many  improvements  iii  the  arrange- 
ment of  some  portions  of  the  grounds  were  in  progress;  and 
the  whole  seemed  to  be  kept  in  as  good  order  as  the  number 
of  labourers  asaigued  to  them  were  capable  of  maintaining. 
Many  of  the  useful  tree&  and  plants  of  Europe  may  be  fouuJ 
here;  and  the  number  of  choice  rose*  recently  introduced  by 
Mr,  Ouncan  adds  greatly  to  the  charm  and  attractions 
of  the  place.  But  the  gardens  are  especially  rich  in  the 
productions  of  China,  India,  and  the  Afiiatic  Archipelago. 
Some  of  the  most  choice  specimens  are  from  Juva  and  the 
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adjaoeTkt  islands^  while  there  are  otliera  from  tbe  contineot 
of  Africft)  as  well  as  from  Australia  and  South  America. 
There  is  one  noble  avenue  of  palmistes,  or  palms;  it  is  at  least 
four  hundred  yards  in  length,  and  for  extent  and  beauty  is 
probably  unequalled  in  any  other  part  of  the  globe.  The 
trees  are  remarkably  rej^iiar  on  both  aides,  preHenting  few 
openiuifs  or  ehasms.  The  tallest  are  forty  or  fifty  feet  high, 
ftjid  have  probably  been  growing  where  they  now  stand  for 
nearly  a  century.  The  young-  trees,  more  recently  planted, 
nearer  the  centre  of  the  walk,  cover  the  lower  parts  of  the 
trunks  of  the  palms,  and  add  greatly  to  the  graceful  beauty 
of  the  vista,  along  which  the  lines  of  lofty  waving  plum«B 
snd. 

Almost  every  variety  of  the  palm  apecies,  or  form  of  growth, 
is  to  be  found  in  these  gardens,  and  I  was  much  struck  with 
the  graceful  slender  forma  of  some  beautiful  arecas.  There  were 
also  fine  specimens  oT  ihe  Latanin  'imhrn,  or  fan-leaved  palm, 
and  the  singular  leaved  Cmyoia  uresis,  the  rofia  tree,  the  tra- 
veller'atree,  and  DoTnlei/a  euapidata,  the  last  three  from  Ma- 
dagascar, as  were  alao  many  of  the  rare  and  curious  plants  in 
different  parts  of  the  grounds.  There  were  Borae  large  trees 
of  Adansonia,  and  hibiscus  with  flowers  of  almost  every  hue, 
growing  luxuriantly,  and  requiring  scarcely  any  other  care 
than  to  be  kept  within  bounds  by  the  pruning  knife. 

With  regard  to  the  vegetation  generally,  not  only  in  the 
garden,  but  other  parts  of  the  island,  I  was  often  struck  with 
the  almost  incredible  strength  and  rapidity  of  growth  iii  the 
shoots  or  branches  of  some  kinds  of  trees,  which  frequently 
attained  ten  or  twelve  feet  in  length,  besides  producing 
smaller  lateral  branches,  in  a  single  season. 

Australian  trees  were  not  so  numerous  as  might  have  been 
expected,  and  as  I  afterwards  fnimd  them  at  the  Cape,  though 
there  was  a  tolerably  wsll-grown  Koriblk  Island  pine  growing 
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in  a.  coQBpicuoug  situation.  Cinnamone  of  almost  every  kind, 
nutmegs  and  other  spices,  with  the  camphor  tree,  gum  copal, 
india-rubber,  tanghiuia,  and  other  treeis,  were  growing  as  freely 
aa  in  their  native  foresU,  There  were  also  some  epecimens 
of  teak  from  India,  and  bread-fruit  trees  from  tbe  South 
Sea  Islands. 

The  genius  of  St.  Pierre  has  rendered  the  whole  of  thia 
neighbourhood  a  sort  of  classic  region.  The  wreck  of  the 
"  St.  Geran,"  in  1745,  took  place  on  the  adjacent  coast.  The 
neighbouring  bay  is  called  the  Bay  uf  Tombs,  because  it  is 
supposed  that  un  its  fihores  P*ul  aud  Virginia  were  buried. 
At  Pam  pie  mouses,  iu  a  amall  garden,  are  two  brick  aad 
plaster  pedestals  supporting  a  couple  of  clay  or  coarae  terra 
cotta  urns,  pUiced  ooe  on  each  side  of  a  Bmall  oblong  poud, 
ajid  surrounded  by  light  irt>n  railings;  these  are  called  the 
tombs  of  Paul  and  Virginia.  Each  of  these  memorials  stand- 
ing by  the  side  of  the  wjiter,  is  shad(.id  by  a  clump  of  bamboos. 
When  I  wcDt  with  Mi,  Buiigan  to  look  at  thetn,  they  ap- 
peared rather  In  a  ruinous  static,  evidently  modern,  and 
entirely  apocryphal-  Nevertheless,  sixpence  h*  required  of 
every  visitor  who  enters  the  garden  to  see  them. 

On  the  shores  of  the  Bay  of  Tombs,  and  about  ten  miles 
from  Fort  Louis,  there  Is  a  branch  missionary  station,  to 
which,  during  the  month  of  January,  I  paid  a  visit  in  c«in- 
pany  with  M.  LeBrun^juu.  The  population  of  this  phiee 
ifi  scatteretij,  and  consists  chiefly  of  fishermen  ;  but  they  have 
a  neat  native  chapel,  erected  on  a  piece  of  gronnd  near  tbe 
sea,  which  was  given  by  the  government.  On  tbe  Sabbath 
that  I  Spent  there  it  was  well  attended,  though  there  was 
illness  iu  several  of  the  families,  and  I  was  pleased  with  the 
earnestness  and  simple  piety  of  the  people.  There  was  an 
Lifficieut  master  In  the  adjacent  government  school,  wMch  ap- 
peared to  he  a  great  blessing  to  the  neighbourhood.  The 
missionary  station  w&a  at  that  time  without  a  teacher;  but  an 
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Uidustrions  imd  pious  man  was  soon  afterwards  appointed  hy 
M4  Le  Brim  and  his  people  at  Port  Louis,  and  he  has  BiDce 
laboured  there  with  encouraging  succeaB. 

N^jer  to  Port  Louit^,  though  in  the  8&ine  direction,  viz.,  at 
Roche  Bois,  there  is  another  ntnall  but  very  interesting  sta- 
tion ftlao  connected  with  M.  Le  Brun's  church  in  Port  Louis, 
where  the  people^  g&nerally  Creole  labourers  and  small  pro- 
prietors, were  building  themselves  a  neat  stone  chape!. 
Anjotigst  this  little  comui unity  alxo  the  school  and  the  preach- 
ing of  M*  Le  Brun  and  his  son  appeared  to  be  attended 
with  benehcial  reanltN. 

1  bIwj  viaittKi  another  out~Btatiuu,  Nouvclle  Decouverte, 
and  waa  much  pleased  with  the  character  and  devotednesa  of 
the  teacher.  I  only  regretted  that  there  were  fio  few  inha- 
littATits  to  profit  liy  hia  exertions. 

On  my  way  back  from  Nouvclle  Decouverte,  we  viaited 
one  tjf  the  most  perfect  miniature  cascades  I  have  met  with. 
The  stream,  three  or  four  feet  wide,  shoots  over  a  projecting 
ledge  of  rock,  and  falls,  in  one  sheet,  from  a  height  of  about 
forty  feet,  into  a  deep  clear  basin,  twenty  or  thirty  feet  across. 
1  descended  to  the  edge  of  the  basin,  where  I  found  some 
l)eantiftil  ferns,  and  was  aurpriaed  to  see  a  number  of  large 
gold  fish  swimming  in  the  water.  I  asked  an  intelligent 
resident  in  the  village  who  was  with  us,  if  they  had  been 
purposely  pxit  there,  but  he  said,  "No,  they  have  come  down 
with  tlip  stream."  In  an  English  domain,  euch  a  spot  would 
have  been  invahtable. 

But  the  most  attractive  natural  objects  I  met  with  during 
tiuB  eicuraion,  were  the  number  of  large  and  exceedingly 
Kne  grown  tree-ferns,  standing  sometiroee  singly,  but  more 
freiptently  in  clusters  uf  eight  or  ten,  and  growing  to  the 
height  of  from  seven  to  twenty  feet.  Nothing  could  surpam 
the  graceful  beauty  of  the  large,  feathery,  and  bright  green 
fronds  of  this  truly  elegant  tlass  of  plants,  whicli  were  here  so 
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abimdaut  as  to  Impart  tbe  charm  of  their  own  peculiar  cha- 
racter to  the  foliage  of  tbe  forest  iu  which  they  grew. 

At  the  time  of  my  visit  to  this  station,  having  found  my 
health  somewhat  affected  by  the  oppressive  heat  of  the  wea- 
ther, I  gladly  took  up  my  abcxle  for  some  time  with  Madame 
Michaud^  at  La  Jara,  situated  at  the  foot  of  the  Peter  Botte 
Mountain,  about  six  miles  from  Port  I^iouis,  and  about  aa  far 
from  the  missionary  station.  Thia  kind  lady  received  me 
very  cordially,  aa  I  had  before  paid  her  a  visit  in  company 
with  Mr.  Kelaey,  who  usually  devoted  the  days  observed  as 
lioUdays  in  the  government  offices  t^  pleasant  excurcions  into 
tbe  country  with  his  family.  I  did  not,  thereforej  feel  my- 
Belf  a  stranger  in  the  place* 

The  tflount^iin  scenery  in  this  neighlwurhood  was  pecidiai'ly 
rich  nnd  beautiful,  and  I  found  my  health  improved  during^ 
the  short  time  I  remained  in  the  valley.  On  the  occajiion  of 
my  visit  with  Mr.  Kelsey,  I  had  accompanied  hiim  and  hia 
youngest  eon  to  Cr^ve  Coeur,  a  sort  of  pass  on  the  lowesrt  part 
of  the  ridge  separating  the  valley  from  the  plain  leading  to 
Moka;  I  have  rarely  eujoyed  a  mountain  excursion  more. 
Our  way  waa  a  winding  path  made  by  naked  feet  over  ro(^, 
aud  stones,  and  Rtreams,  passing  little  low  cane  or  bamboo 
walled  cottages,  and  through  gardens  of  lentils,  pumpkins, 
cucumbers,  sweet  potatoes,  banannis,  and  maize.  Here  and 
there  the  men  were  working  in  their  gardens,  and  the  women 
washing  linen  in  the  rippling  stream,  or  at  the  edge  of  a 
naturally  formed  basiUj  into  which  the  water  flowed  from 
the  higher  parts  of  the  mountain.  The  people  appeared  to 
be  chiefly  Chinese,  Africans,  Malagasy,  and  Indians;  the 
latter  most  numerous.  Tlieir  children  —  numbers  of  whom 
were  seen  about  the  huta  —  were  not  overburthenod  with 
clothing,  but  hail  splendid  heads  of  jetty  hair,  and  were 
decorated  with  silver  chains  or  rings  in  great  abundance  on 
their  uecks,  waists,  arms^  wrist-s,  ankles,  and  toes. 


ciUF.  IT.        MISSIONAUT  EFFORTS  AT  POHT  LOUIS. 


t09 


Tlie  slifltered  poKitioD  i>f  the  upper  part,  of  tlie  valley,  aiid 
the  moisture  pnxJuced  by  tbe  vicinity  of  the  mountains, 
Beemed  to  favour  vegetation.  The  gardens  amongst  which 
we  piiaaed  were  well  kept.  Find  everything  was  j^owing  most 
luxuriantly.  There  was  a  vigour  and  fresbnean  in  all  tlie 
plants  which  contrasted  strongly  with  those  in  the  gardens  on 
the  plain,  or  ne-ar  the  sea.  Amongst  the  rare  and  choice 
specimens  of  flowers  which  I  noticed  in  the  course  of  our 
walk,  were  a  very  fine  sort  of  the  Hihljsciis  viutabiUa. 
Bes-des  these  there  was  the  agreeable  Clerodmulron  froffirttis, 
forming  eometimes  almost  n.  thicket,  and  in  full  flower. 

During  the  second  week  iu  May,  the  friends  attending  at 
the  Protestant  chapel  in  Port  Louia  held  tbe  annual  meet- 
ing of  their  missionary  society,  nominally  auxiliary  to  the 
London  Society,  but  devoted  exclusively  to  lr)cal  objects.  I 
was  glad  to  be  present  on  this  occasion,  and  to  be  made 
acquainted  more  fully  with  the  several  objects  to  which  their 
efforts  were  directed,  as  well  as  with  their  resulta.  With 
much  pleasure  I  listened  to  the  statements  of  the  several 
commilteea  connected  with  their  out-stations,  with  their 
distribution  of  rL^ligious  tracts,  their  lending  library,  and 
other  means  of  usefulness  among  their  countrymen.  The 
payment  of  the  extraordinarily  large  sum  which  tbe  LnilJing 
of  their  Bubstaiitial  cbapel  had  cost  still  pressed  heavily  upon 
them ;  hut  there  was  a  prospect  of  tbe  whole  being  paid  at  no 
distant  period.  They  have  since  added  an  important  Sunday 
school  organisation,  which  promisee  much  good.  Tbe  island 
of  Mauritius  haa  prefientei.1  many  difficulties  to  the  Protestant 
missionary ;  but  the  Rev.  J.  Le  Brun,  who  has  been  permitted 
to  labour  forty  years  in  the  island,  and  is  now  assisted  by  his 
two  sonfj  must  feel,  in  tbe  days  of  his  declining  etrength,  that 
he  has  not  laboured  in  vain.  A  large  and  respectable  con- 
gregatiou  of  coloured   people  attend  hia  mmistry,  and  an 
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aflbctionate  flock  in  Port  Louih  recognise  him  as  their  paator. 
Besides  the  congregation  or  branch  statioDs  in  the  county, 
there  are  few  places  on  the  island  in  which  coloured  persons 
are  not  met  with  who  have  derived  benefit  from  h'm  religiouf^ 
iufitruction ;  for  be  hsA  been  occupied  much  in  itinerant,  an 
hbH  Aa  statfid  services,  always  preaching  the  Gosqiel  in  sim- 
plicity and  affection.  It  was  truly  gratifying  to  me  to  notice 
the  respect  with  which  he  was  treated  by  all  claaaea,  as  well 
as  the  affection  evinced  towards  him  by  the  Creoles,  not  only 
in  Port  Louis,  but  in  other  parts  of  the  island.  But  alwve 
all,  it  waa  ^itifying  to  feel  that  his  unpretending  yet  unre- 
mitted labours  of  love  amongst  the  coloured  people  fully 
JLiBtify  the  esteem  and  affection  with  which  he  is  regarded. 

Few  places  in  Port  Louis  are  more  replete  with  interest 
than  the  cemetery,  which  is  situated  outside  the  town  on  a 
low  flat  piece  of  ground,  at  the  southern  eide  of  the  entrance 
to  the  harbour.^  A  winding  avenue  of  filao  trees  leads  along 
the  uea-shore  to  the  ground.  The  filao,  or  Cnavnrinti 
laterijiofa,,  is  a  tall  cypreas-like  tree,  only  lewa  compact. 
The  wind  paasing  over  ita  leaves  produces  a  peculiarly 
mournful  and  monotonoua  soiuid,  which  He^mjj  to  render 
this  long  avenue  a  fitting  approach  to  a  place  of  interment. 
There  is  also  a  number  of  the  same  and  other  kinds  of  trees 
in  the  cemetery.  The  ground  is  extensive  and  well-kept, 
and  the  tombstones  or  monuments  are  numerous,  and  some 
of  them  highly  ornamented  and  costly.  All  earthly  ilia- 
tinctiona  seem  here  to  have  ceased.  The  mortal  remains 
of  Roman  Catholic  and  Protestant,  churchraan  and  diswenter, 
the  French  and  the  Kngli»}],  the  civilian  luid  the  soldier,  the 
white  m^an  and  the  black  man,  repose  iu  peace  in  their  one 
common  resting-place. 

Many  of  the  newly-niade  graves  were  decorated  with 
Bowers,  and  on  others,  vases  and  different  vessels  are  placed 
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and  filled  with  flowera  of  tbe  amaranthine  species,  whicli  are 
frequently  renewed*  AnionyRt  tlie  graves  suggestive  of  deep 
iaterest  to  me,  I  noticed  that  of  Jlarriet  Newel,  wife  of  one  of 
the  first  missionaries  from  America  to  India,  A  plain  white 
marble  slab,  sent  from  ber  native  eoimtryj  covers  her  remains, 
which  rest  near  the  trunk  of  a  large  filao  tree,  Casuarirut. 
A  light  iron  railing  surrounds  the  stone. 

As  the  fleason  favourahle  for  visiting  Madagascar  was  now 
approaching,  I  sent  a  letter  on  the  9th  of  May  to  the  autho- 
rities at  AntananaiTvo,  informing  them  of  my  intention  to 
proceed  to  Tamatave  In  the  course  of  a  montb,  and  asking 
permission  to  visit  the  {^pitaj. 

But  some  degree  of  apprehension  began  about  this  time 
to  be  felt  by  tbe  inhabitants,  in  consequence  of  two  caaeft 
of  Asiatic  cholera  having  occurred  at  Grande  Rivt^re,  two 
miliee  from  the  town.  Two  vessels  from  India  had  recently 
arrived  with  Indian  hibourers  on  board,  among  whom,  it  was 
reported^  this  disease  existed. 

prompt  measures  were  taken  by  the  government  and  the 
mnnieipahty  to  arrest  the  progress  of  the  di^ase  and  to  mi- 
tigate iU  furce.  The  prisoners  m  the  jail,  among  whom  the 
first  cases  in  the  town  bail  appeai'ed,  were  removed  on  board  a 
vesjiel  in  the  outer  harbour,  hired  for  tlie  occasion,  and  other 
sanitary  meaBurea  were  adopted.  Still  the  cases  continued 
to  increase  in  number.  The  average  deaths  in  Port  Louis 
had  been  seventy  in  the  course  of  a  month,  but  before  the 
eud  of  another  month  they  exceeded  that  number  daily.  On 
the  28th  of  May  there  were  eighty-aix  deaths,  and  one  hun- 
dred and  three  interments.  Tlie  weather  at  this  time  waa 
extremely  sultry,  with  a  westerly  wind.  It  waa  said  10,000 
persons  had  fled  from  Port  Louie  dtiring  the  previous  two 
ilays.  The  weather  subsequently  became  somewhat  cooler; 
but  itili  the  ravageM  of  the  cholera  increased. 
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The  population  of  Purt  Louis  and  its  euburbg  is  aliout 
50.000^  I)ut  during  the  first  week   in  June  the  deaths  fre- 
quently exceeded  one  hundred  per  day.     On  the  5th  of  June 
tiliere  were  eaid  to  be  one  hundred  and  seventy  deaths^  and 
on   the   6th   one   hundred   and   thirty.     The   progTeaa   and 
fatal  termination   of  the  disease  in    individual   cases   was 
frightfully  rapid.     The   wife  of   Mr.  Kelsey's  coachmaii,  a 
healthy  young  woman,  was  aeized  late  in  the  evening,  and 
was  a  corpse  before  morning.     In  many  other  instances  it 
was  still  more  rapid,  and  I  heard  that  in  some  cases  scarcely 
two  hours  elapsed  between  seizure  and  death.^     Every  kind 
of  vehicle  that  could  be  converted  into  a  sort  of  hearse  wm 
engaged  by  the  municipality.     Some  of  these  were  always 
kept   standing  at  the  Town  Hall,  and  others  in  appoint-eJ 
public  places  in  the  subiu^be,  for  the  removal  of  the  bodies 
of  the  dead.     It  was  found  necessary  to  appoint  additional 
officers  and  asflistants  at  the  office  for  regintering  deaths  and 
granting  Hceniiea  to  bury.     The  ordinary   business  of  the 
town  was  suspended  except  at  the  druggists'  ahupsj  which 
were  literally  thronged  from    morning  till  night.      On    some 
days  there  were  no   markets, — butchers,  bakers,  fisherraenj 
all    being  either  ill   or  dead,   or  flying  to  the   country  for 
fear.    Day  after  day  the  public  jouroaU  came  out  printed 
only  on  one  page^,  and  that   contaimng  chle£y  formularies 
or  directions  for   the  treatment  of  the  disease.     The  whole 
town  was  a  scene  of  desolation :    nearly   one  half  of  the 
houses  and  shops  were  closed,  and  in  those  that  were  open 
only    one    attendant  could   be    found.       In    the    streets    few 
persons    were    met    except    those    who    hurried    ali>ng    with 
medicine.     Almost  the  only  caxriages  seen  were  the  dead- 
carta.     In  a  abort  walk  one  morning  I  passed  seven ;  and,  on 
inquiring  of  the  driver  of  one,  who  was  waiting  outside  the 
cemetery  aa  I  left  it,  how  many  bodies  he  hod  ui  his  vehicle, 
he  answered  eight,  and  said  it  was  his  second  journey. 
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M.  Le  Bnin,  with  wbom  I  resided,  aoraetimes  went  to  the 
cemetery  ftt  four  in  tlie  morning,  and  one  morning  IiikI  five 
applications  to  attend  intennents  before  breakfast.  It  was 
a  matter  of  personal  favour  to  obtain  a  cofEii  for  a  relative 
or  friend,  or  even  to  secure  a  grave.  At  tlie  hist  funeral 
I  attendeii  we  had  to  wait  on  the  groimd  until  the  grave 
was  dug,  and  there  were  numbers  of  coflSns  around,  which 
had  to  remain  until  graves  could  be  prepared.  In  some  of 
the  districts  it  was  even  more  distressing.  At  Pample- 
mousea,  as  I  was  informed  by  one  of  the  residents  there,  so 
Dumerom  were  the  deaths,  and  bo  few  the  labourers,  that 
they  dug  a  large  pit  in  whieh  to  bury  the  dead  all  together, 
aud  before  the  pit  was  finished  no  less  than  forty  bodies 
were  collected  at  its  Hidea  for  interment.  It  would  be  im- 
pogaible   to  deacribe  the  state  of  feeling  which  pervaded  all 

,  claeseB.  Families  that  separated  in  the  morning  scarcely 
expected  to  gather  together  in  the  evening :  and  when  re- 
tiring to  their  respective  beds  at  night  they  parted  from 
each  other  under  a  feeling  of  uncertainty  as  to  whether  they 
fihoiild  all  meet  in  the  morning. 

The  poor  heathen  Indians  beat  their  tom-toma,  and  walked 
in  processions  with  incense  and  garlands  to  propitiate  their 
idols,  and  avert  the  terrors  of  death.  The  Cbrifitians,  besides 
calling  upon  God  in  their  homes,  appointed  a  public  fast  for 
humiliation  and  solemn  prayer  to  the  Almighty  that  the 
plague  might  be  stayed. 

With  many,  antidotes  of  eagerly  hoped  for  efficacy  were 
carried  about  the  pereon,     Fireji  were  kindled,  and  gnms  or 

tredne  burned  in  the  yards,  or  at  the  comers  of  the  streets. 
Additional  burial-places  were  appointed  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Port  Louis,  and  every  precaution  adopted,  by  spreading  lime 
over  the  graves,  and  by  other  means,  to  prevent  the  increase 
of  the  pestilence.     And  still  the  fearful  calamity  continued. 
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•  -leRH  violent  indeed  in  the  town,  but  more  &tal  in  the 

country. 

Ity  the  medical  men,  whose  Uboun  were  unremitted,  the 
(liKcaflc  appeanrd  tu  be  generally  regarded  as  infecUoa^  but 
not  conta^noiis;  yet  they  failed  to  discover  its  immediate 
cfiiiw*,  nnd  hiul  no  ftpecific  remedy.  Emetics  and  castfw-oil  were 
moKt  MiiccfKNfiil  iu  fiointf  placca;  essence  of  camphor,  or  dilute 
Hulphurie  acid,  in  oiherK;  and  cold  water  applications,  {uactised 
hy  n  niedidil  gentleman  recttntly  from  India,  promised  at  one 
time  to  prove  effectual  in  arresting  the  disease;  but  this  also 
tmli.se(|U(-iit)y  fnilwl. 

OpIiiiniiK  funned  u  pnvri  aa  to  the  classes  most  likely  to  be 
iifT<H:t.4Ml  liy  Hiicli  a  visitation  were  not  confirmed.  The  In- 
(liiuiK,  whose  alxKlcri  are  umall,  ill-ventilated,  crowded,  and 
Dot  reniiirkalilt!  fur  cleanliness,  and  whose  food  is  periiaps 
leHM  nutritive  than  that  of  most  others,  suffered  but  little. 
The  riiincM-,  of  whuni  there  are  great  numbers,  and  whose 
mode  of  life  is  in  some  rci^pects  inmilar,  were  scarcely  affected, 
itnil  I  ilid  tiut  heur  of  more  thou  one  death  amongst  them. 
'['lie  cliu^KeH  whu  weHi  the  greatest  sufferers  were  the  more 
reNpeettdile  iiiliahilnntrt, Knglish,  and  French,  and  the  Creoles. 
The  greateHt  niurtiility  v>&a  amongat  the  latter,  and  quite  as 
nineh  in  thi^  <;oniitry  an  the  town. 

Throiighnnt  tliiH  anxious  period  my  own  health  had  been 
nii'i-fifnily  preKerved ;  an<l  ns  the  time  which  I  had  fixed 
fur  pi'or'eediiig  l,(i  Miuhtgnwar  htul  arriveil,  and  as  Mr.  Wieh£ 
hud  kindly  given  nw  a  jxiHsnge  in  one  of  his  vessels,  I  left 
my  IxtretivtHl  nnd  mixioiiK  friends,  and  embarked  on  board 
the  "Ninthle"  on  the  8th  of  June.  The  vessel  had  been 
detiiiiH'd  II  day  longer  than  was  fixed  for  want  of  labourers 
t^>  take  off  watt!r,  and  otherwise  to  fit  the  vessel  for  sea.  The 
hwt  person  I  took  leave  off  was  my  kind  friend  Mr.  Kelsey, 
to  whom  I  committed  the  care  of  my  letters,  with  many  other 
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of  those  serious  charges  which  naturally  occur  to  the  mind 
on  undertaking  a  doubtful  or  dangerous  journey,  and  which  I 
felt  it  was  not  possible  to  commit  to  safer  hands.  In  less 
than  half  an  hour  after  leavtag  his  office  our  vessel  was  imder 
way.  .One  of  our  sailors  was  attacked  with  cholera  on  the 
voyage,  but  recovered  before  we  reached  Tamatave, 
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Second  VojRge  to  Madagasc«r.  —  Quarantine  on  account  of  th«  <%oleMi  at 
Maaritini.  — Residence  on  Shore.  —  Vi«it  lo  a  sick  Chief. —  His  Secretary, 
—  Presents  from  the  People.  —  CoTreBpondcnce  with  the  GoTcrnment  at 
the  Capita],  —  Hospitalit;^  of  M.  ProrinL  —  Evening  Walks.  —  Drawers  of 
Water.  —  Cattle  Market.  —  Mode  of  embarking  and  landing  Cattle.  —  Ar- 
ticles sold  in  the  daily  Market.  —  House  of  the  Son  of  the  Chief  Jndge.  — 
The  National  Festival  of  the  New  Year.  —  Presents.  —  Visitors  from  the 
Capital  —  Annual  Festival  Dinner  by  tlie  Governor.  —  Drcases  of  the  Com- 
pany.—  Eating  of  the  Jaka  preserved  since  the  last  Annual  Festival. — 
Accounts  of  the  destmctive  Progress  of  the  Cholera  at  Mauritios.  —  Death 
of  Mr.  KcUey.  —  Visit  to  the  Capitol  prohibited  on  account  of  the  Cholera 

at  ManritioB Astonishment  of  the  Natives  on  witnessing  the  Effects  of 

Photography.  —  Remarkable  Countenances  of  many  of  the  People.  —  Ap- 
plication for  Medicine. — Tooth-aches.  —  Varieties  of  native  Medicine. — 
Poisonous  Fish.  —  Serpents.  —  Habits  of  the  Aye- Aye. 

The  weather  was  fine,  the  wiud  fair  for  our  voyage,  and  the 
sea  by  no  means  rough ;  yet  again  I  suffered  much  from  sea 
sickneas ;  happily  the  voyage  was  short,  and  on  the  evening  of 
the  third  day  we  were  within  ten  miles  of  our  port,  and  as 
there  were  indications  of  a  change  of  wind  the  captain,  who 
was  himself  an  invalid,  anchored  for  the  night  in  twenty 
fathoms  of  water.  The  next  morning  the  wind  was  contrary, 
and  it  was  past  noon  on  the  12th  of  June  before  we  entered 
the  bay.  During  the  next  day  the  custom-house  officers  came 
on  board  to  inquire  about  the  cholera  at  Mauritius,  and  to 
examine  the  health  of  the  crew.  They  informed  the  captain 
that  until  farther  orders  there  could  be  no  communication 
with  the  shore,  a  decision  which,  however  inconvenient  to  our- 
selves, was  highly  commendable  so  far  as  the  safety  of  the 
people  was  concerned. 

After  being  eight  days  in  quarantine  we  went  on  shore,  and 
as  soon  as  I  had  received  permission  to  land  my  things  they 
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were  taken  to  the  custom  house  and  afterwards  deposited  in 
a  large  new  house  belonging  to  H'll.  Provint,  wlitcli  stood 
in  a  healthy  part  of  the  Bettleinunt,  and  wliicli  he  kindly 
granted  for  my  iiee.  The  oflBcere  at  the  custom  house  es- 
atnmed  my  tbln^  very  carefully,  and  the  number  of  bottlea 
coatainlng  photogi-Aphic  cbemiicshla  as  well  as  a  small  case  of 
medicine  indnded  in  my  luggage  idduced  them  to  regard  me 
flB.  a  doctor,  and  one  of  them  asked  if  I  bad  anything  to  cure 
a  headache. 

On  the  following  day  I  took  possewAun  of  my  hou-se  in 
TamataTe,  and  while  engaged  in  unpacking  and  arranging 
my  luggage  a  messenger  came  from  a  ueighbouring  chief  to 
ask  for  some  medicine.  I  went  forthwith  to  see  him,  and 
then  §ent  him  a  small  quantity  of  eucb  medicine  as  I 
deemed  moat  suitable.  I  was  much  struck  with  the  novel 
aspect  of  social  life  which  my  visit  to  the  sick  chief  afforded, 
I  found  him  not  in  the  large  auhstantial  house,  with  dorvrs  and 
■windows,  matted  walls,  and  boarded  floor,  which  he  usually 
occupied,  but  in  a  low  but  in  the  same  enclosure.  This  I 
entered  by  a  dnorway  near  the  farthest  end.  After  passing 
through  the  outer  doorway  I  entered  a  room  about  twenty 
feet  loug  and  twelve  feet  wide,  the  walla  being  about  five  feet 
high,  and  closed  all  round  without  window  or  door.  About 
the  centre  of  this  room  was  a  aort  of  raised  hearth  edged 
round  with  Mones,  on  which  a  wood  fire  was  burning.  The 
ruom  was  dimly  lighted  by  a  lamp  of  nalive  Btructure  fixed 
in  the  sand  of  the  hearth*  The  lamp  itself  was  a  curiosity, 
eonsisting  of  an  iron  rod  two  nr  three  feet  long,  sharpened  to 
a  point  at  one  end,  and  having  a  cup  with  a  hook  above  it  at 
the  other.  The  sharp  end  of  the  rod  was  fixed  in  the  sand. 
The  cup  contained  melted  fat.  In  this  was  a  lighted  wick  of 
twiuled  cotton,  and  above  tlic  flame  of  the  wick  a  piece  of 
bullock'e  fat  was  fixed  on  the  hook,  which,  as  it  melted  in  the 
flame  replenished  the  cup  below. 
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I  foiinH  the  chief  lying  on  a  number  of  main  spread  by  the 
Bide  of  the  fire-plaoe.     Hie  wife  was  sitting  near  the  doorway 
working  at  a  fine  kind  of  mat.     One  ulaye  was  in  the  outer 
rooni  drinng  away  the  poultry  and  pige  as  they  appr<)ache<;!, 
and  another  little  slave  girl  squatting  nxx  the  ground  attended 
to  the  fire^     The  chief  eaid  he  had  removed  to  this  low  close 
hut  for  the  sake  of  the  warmth :    the  thermometer  at  that 
time  was  generally  between  60*  and  70°  in-iloors.     He  was 
an  officer  of  the  g-ovemmont,  and  while  1  was  talkibg  with 
him  one  of   his  osgistantR  or  aides-de-camp  entered  with  A 
couple  of  letters,  which,  at  the  chlefn  request,  he  read,  and 
which  the  chief  told  him  he  must  answer.     The  young  man 
then  went  to  a  boi  at  the  aide  of  the  room,  brought  paper, 
pen,  and  ink,  and  seating  himself  cross-legged  on  the  ground 
uem  the  lamp  laid  a  quire  of  paper  on  hist  knee,  and  folded 
one  of  the  slieets;  the  chief  then  raised  himself  upon  his  mat 
and  dictated  while  his  secretary  tvTote  a  reply.  Wliec  the  letter 
was  finished  the  secretary  read  it  aloud,  and,  the  chief  having 
approved,  the  writer  hrusheii  the  sand  adhering  to  his  naked 
foot  with  the  featherj'  eud  of  hiu  long  pen  upon  the  freahly 
written  sheet  to  prevent  its  blotting,  then  folded  his  letter 
and  departed  to  despatch  it  to  its  destination.     There  wad 
Bomething  singulajrly  novel  and  suggestive  as  to  the  procesaerf- 
by  which  the  civilisation  of  nations  is  promoted  in  the  gpeo 
tflcle  1  bad  witnessed.      Little  more  than  thirty  years  befor*! 
the  language  of  Madagascar  was  an  unwritten  language;  a 
native  who  had  been  educated  at  Mauritius  was  the  only 
writer  in  the  country,  and  lie  wrote  in  a  foreign  tongue;  but 
now,  without  any  of  the  appiiancefi  which  are  usually  con* 
nected  with  a  secretary's  desk  or  office,  a  quiet,  unpretending 
young  man,  seated  on  a  mat  on  the  floor  in  a  low  dark  cottage 
three  hundred  miles  from  the  capital  of  the  country,  and 
with  his  paper  on  his  knee,  receives  and  writes  with  accu- 
racy and  eaise   the  Instructions  of  his  superior;  and  while 
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the  latter  reclineB  in  hia  gickaesB  on  hia  mats  spread  cm  the 
floor  ia  his  leaf-thatched  hut,  as  hia  fathers  had  done  for 
geuerations  before,  he  has  only  to  utter  his  wishes  or  his 
orders,  and  these  are  conveyed  to  those  whom  they  concern 
with  as  ranch  authenticity  and  correctness  as  the  moat  formal 
despatch  from  an  office  of  the  most  civilised  nation*  Aod 
when  I  reflected  that  to  such  an  extent  had  the  native  go- 
Temment  availed  itself  of  the  advantages  of  writing  aa  that 
in  the  year  1836,  wbea  the  late  missionaries  left  the  capital, 
there  were  four  thoiisand  officers  employed,  who  transacted 
the  bttsineea  of  their  respective  departments  by  writing,  and 
that  such  is  the  benefit  or  ple-asure  which  the  people  'find  in 
thus  commtmicating  with  each  other  that  scarcely  a  traveller 
ever  journeys  from  one  place  to  another  without  being  a  letter- 
carrier,  I  was  strongly  impressed  with  the  fact  that,  besides 
the  benefits  of  their  directly  religious  teaching,  missionaries 
are  rendering  most  important  aid  towards  the  enlightenment 
aud  civilisation  of  mankind* 

After  a  subsequent  visit,  I  sent  to  the  chiefs  who  remained 
an  invalid  for  some  time^  a  little  tea  and  sugar,  and  a  few 
biscuits,  for  which  he  expressed  himself  thankful,  observing 
that  he  bad  but  little  appetite,  and  did  not  relish  his  food, 
though  he  had  some  time  before  bought  a  first-rate  cook,  for 
whom  he  bad  given  seventy  dollars,  about  13^. ;  but  that  nhe 
was  ill  at  that  time,  and  he  was  consequeatly  deprived  of  her 
services, 

Buring  the  day  on  which  I  was  unpacking  my  luggage, 
Mveral  yoimg  men,  traJera  from  the  capital,  came  to  my  house 
to  ask  what  new  articles  of  trade  I  bad  brought,  and  par- 
ticularly if  I  had  any  violins  or  musical  instruments  to  s<ell.. 
Soon  afterwards  a  man  arrived  with  a  turkey  and  a  duck,  as 
a  present  from  a  chief  living  close  by,  and  I  afterwards  re- 
ceived a  number  of  similar  presents  from  persons  residing  in 
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the  neigh  bo  urliood,  generally  accompanied  with  friendly  salu- 
tatione  and  expresHioDB  of  welcome. 

As  t  htid  not  yet  received  any  answer  tu  tlie  letter  seat 
from  Mauritius  to  tlie  secretary  of  the  government^  I  WTote 
again  informing  the  govemment  of  my  having  arrived  on  the 
coast,  and  asking  permission  ta  proceed  to  the  capital.  A  day 
or  two  afterwards  the  answer  arrlTed,  and  waa  to  the  effect 
that  as  Mr.  Cameron  and  I  bad  applied  together  la^  year,  we 
must  apply  together  now.  I  tlien  wrote  again  stati&g  that  Mr, 
Cameron  having  gone  to  the  Cape,  I  could  not  confer  with 
him;  that  if  the  queen  wished  him  to  come,  I  would  write 
and  inform  him  of  her  majeetyV  wishes;  but  that  s»  I  was 
there  I  again  solicited  permission  to  proceed,  in  die  mean 
time,  to  the  capital. 

M.  Provint,  the  friend  who  allowed  me  to  occupy  his 
houae,  also  kindly  promised  to  send  me  a  cook  to  prepare 
such  meals  as  I  might  take  at  home ;  and  soon  after  this  pro- 
posal had  been  made,  a  short,  thick-&et,  woolly-headed  youth 
arrived,  clothed  in  a  sort  of  frock  made  of  coarse  rofia  clothe 
He  entered  the  room  where  I  was  sitting,  telling  me  he  had 
been  sent  to  be  my  couk,  and  exhibiting  a  large  spoon  and  a 
fork  which  he  held  in  hia  hand,  the  emblems,  I  supposed^  of 
bis  prafesflion,  or  the  implements  of  his  craft.  He  was  gene- 
itdly  sent  to  Tnarket  to  buy  what  was  wanted,  and  proved 
tolerably  well  afltiuainted  with  tJie  modes  of  dresaing  the  dif- 
ferent kinds  of  food  to  be  obtained  in  the  place.  I  took  my 
morning  meal  every  day  in  the  house  in  which  I  resided,  and 
this  generally  consisted  of  rice  with  hashed  or  stewed  beef^ 
with  the  addition  of  eggs  and  tea,  for  which  I  obtained  fresh 
milk  every  morning,  part  of  which  waa  always  reserved  for 
tea  in  the  evening. 

These  were  the  only  meals  I  took  at  home,  as  the  aame 
kind  friend  who  had  sent  me  the  cook  inidted  me  to  his  table, 
where  1  usually  shared  his  hospitality  at  dinner.     My  walks 
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bome  from  the  house  of  my  friend  on  the  dark  evenings  were 
Bometimes  enlivened  by  two  or  three  elave  boys  sent  with  rae 
with  a  ]antem>  who  occaeionally  amused  themselves  and  me 
by  marching  on  before  me  to  the  rude  mii&ic  of  a  Jew's  harp 
and  a  little  drum,  both  apparently  of  native  manufacture.  I 
waa,  however,  more  frequently  gratified  in  beholding  the  large 
number  of  fire-flies  Oitting"  about  in  great  numbers,  with  their 
singidarly  brilliant  greenish  sort  of  light,  at  times  close  to  my 
face,  and  then  among  the  adjacent  vegetation. 

My  house  was  so  situated  in  the  midst  of  the  settlement  afl 
to  aflbrd  frequent  opportunities  for  observing  some  of  the 
habits  and  usages  of  the  people  around  me.  Their  housea, 
with  several  others,  stood  in  a  large  enclosure,  part  of  which 
WBS  cultivated  as  a  garden.  In  the  front  was  &  well,  from 
which  many  of  the  houses  in  the  neiglibourhood  were  supplied 
with  water.  The  well  was  about  twenty  feet  deep,  Bunk 
through  the  saod,  which  was  kept  up  by  boards  at  the  sides. 
The  water  waa  drawn  up  in  a  large  bulliXik'a  horn  faistened  to 
the  end  of  a  string  made  of  bark,  and  let  down  by  the  hand 
to  the  water,  N'iiml>er8  of  slave  girls  came  every  morning 
with  long  bamboo  cones  for  water.  These  canes  were  six  or 
eight  feet  long,  and  the  partitions  at  the  joints  inside  being 
broken,  formed  cylinders  three  or  four  inches  wide,  in  which 
the  water  was  conveyed  from  the  well  to  the  adjacent  housee, 
TJiitt  water,  when  firet  drawn,  was  not  cleai',  but  when  filt-ered 
or  allowed  to  stand,  was  tolerably  good.  I  succeeded  in  ob- 
taining a  photfligrapb  of  the  end  of  my  house  and  the  yard 
adjacent,  as  well  as  portraits  of  several  of  the  slaves  who  came 
daily  to  the  well  for  water.  In  the  same  enclosure,  other 
slaves  might  often  be  seen  pounding  rice  in  a  large  wooden 
veasel  to  separate  the  husk  from  the  grain. 

Many  of  the  natives  came  daily  to  my  house,  and  amoiig 
them  «<.me  young  chiefs  holding  subordinate  offices  in  the 
pla(%,   who  asked  me  to  teach  them  English,  proposing  to 
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instruct  me  in  MaiagaHj  in  return,  an  agreement  into  which 
I  very  readily  entered.  Like  many  otlier  of  the  native  youthH, 
they  were  food  of  writing ;  and  considering  that  they  were 
ahnost  entirely  aelf-taught,  they  wrote  remarkably  welL 
They  were  types  of  a  class  very  numerous  in  tlie  island  at 
the  present  time,  and  very  important — youths  eager  after 
instructiun,  thirsting  for  information,  and  glad  to  avail  them- 
selves of  every  m^uis  within  reach  to  increase  their  know- 
ledge. I  coiiJd  not  but  deeply  regret  that  no  means  existed 
for  opening  to  them  access  to  the  fountains  of  knowledge  and 
the  sources  of  improvement  which  schools  and  books  would 
supply. 

Soon  after  my  arrival^  I  paiil  one  or  two  visits  to  the  cattle- 
market,  which  is  on  the  outside  of  the  villagep  The  stock 
was  not  numerous,  and  the  kinds  such  as  with  us  would  be 
considered  neither  desirable  nor  profitable,  being  lai^e-boned, 
lofge-beaded,  and  not  very  well  covered  with  fleah.  In  the 
market  there  were  neither  aheep  nor  goats,  though  both  may 
be  seen  in  the  interior  of  the  country.  The  cattle  are  all  of 
the  buffalo  species,  having  the  hiunp  between  the  shoulders  ; 
and  eo  highly  in  tbig  part  of  the  animal  esteemetl,  and  so 
averse  are  the  people  to  all  innovation,  that  on  one  occafiioo, 
when  some  animals  of  a  superior  breed  were  introduced  from 
the  Cape,  the  inhabitants  of  Taraatave,  where  they  were" 
landed,  would  not  allow  them  to  be  turned  loose,  lest  their 
own  cattle  should  be  deteriorated  by  breeding  with  them. 

In  the  market  the  cattle  stood  generally  in  small  groups 
of  three  or  four  togetheij  occasionally  a  cow  and  her  calf,  or 
even  a  single  cow.  The  traffic  amongst  the  natives  thera- 
Belves  did  not  appear  to  be  very  brisk.  The  cattle  supplied 
to  the  traders  for  exportation  are  sold  at  tlie  same  place,  or 
at  the  other  end  of  the  village  nearer  the  shipping.  Tlte  price 
is  fixed  by  the  government  at  fifteen  dollars  a  head,,  besides 
other  cbai^ee.    A  captain  of  a  vessel  states  how  many  he  re- 
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quiresj  one  hundred  or  one  hundred  and  fifty,  more  or  less, 
and  having  approved  of  a  lot,  ten  or  twenty  more  than  he 
requires  are  brought  together,  from  the  whole  of  which  lie 
drives  out  the  worst,  and  having  reduced  the  herd  to  the 
required  niimher,  theee  are  driven  into  a  sort  of  yard  or  fold 
of  strong  posts  and  raib,  situated  near  the  sea,  where  the 
Cattle  remain  reaily  for  emltftrkation.  The  getting  them  on 
board  is  rather  a  noisy  and  bustling  affair,  and  when  the 
weather  is  at  all  rough,  it  is  impracticable  without  loss.  If 
the  sea  U  tolerably  calin,,  the  vesaels  approach  as  near  the 
shore  as  possible,  perhaps  within  two  himdred  ytirds,  antl  a 
strong  rope  is  passed  from  the  ship  to  the  ohure.  Two 
large  canoes  are  then  fantenetJ  together  by  having  strong  , 
pok'H  tied  acroBa  them,  and  projecting  over  the  sides.  The 
cattle,  which  have  perhapa  never  been  tied  up  before,  are 
caught  ui  tlie  fold  by  having  a  rope  parsed  round  their  home, 
by  which  they  are  tied  one  by  one  to  &  strong  post  in  the 
fold.  To  the  ri>pe  njund  each  animal'y  head  two  other  ropea 
are  fastened,  vis.  one  on  each  side,  and  ext-ending  in  opposite 
directions  along  the  sea  beach.  Each  of  these  ropes  is  held 
by  eight  or  ten  men  standing  on  the  sand,  or  in  the  water. 
TATien  all  ia  ready  the  animal  is  driven  out  of  the  fold,  and 
generally  runa  at  the  men  on  one  side,  but  ia  held  hack  by 
thoHe  on  the  other  aide,  and  both  parties  of  men  keep  advanc- 
ing towards  deep  water,  RtiU  pulling  with  the  ropes,  imtil 
the  bulliKik  ia  lieyoud  hia  depth.  He  is  then  drawn  as  he 
Bwiras  to  the  aide  of  the  canoe,  where  the  long  ropes  are 
taken  off,  and  he  is  fastened  by  the  homa  t-o  the  cross-bars 
projecting  over  the  eides  of  the  canoe.  When  about  ten 
oxen  are  thus  fastened,  the  canoes  are  drawn  by  means  of 
a  rope  previously  fixed  to  the  ahip,  the  bullocks  being  swung 
on  Ijoth  sides;  a  sort  of  canvjia  aliog  ia  then  pasaed  under 
the  botly  of  each  animal,  by  which  it  is  hointed  into  the  ahip. 
Ia  tills  manner  a  hundred  and  fifty  bullocks  will  sometimes 
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be  embarked  in  one  Hay.  Hay  and  water  are  provided  for 
them  duriDg  the  passage,  and  if  the  Rea  is  tulerably  Hmootii, 
in  a  day  ot  two  they  begin  to  eat.  They  are  under  the 
charge  of  native  herdsmen  called  maromitea ;  and  unless  the 
passage  is  very  long,  extending  to  twenty  days  or  more,  or 
the  weather  very  teinpe&tuoua,  few  of  them  die.  The  fact 
of  the  prevailing  winds  being  contrary  during  the  greater 
part  of  the  trading  season  seems  to  indicate  the  great  adTan~ 
tage  that  would  be  secured  by  the  employment  of  steam  in 
the  exportation  of  cattle  from  MadagatK&r. 

On  reaching  Mauritius  the  ahipe  with  oattle  approach  us 
near  as  possible  to  the  Bhore.  The  bullocks  are  then  hnjsted 
up  by  aliuga  swung  over  the  sbsp'a  side,  aad  eJloweil  tt»  fall 
into  the  water,  where  the  rope  in  taken  from  their  head^t, 
and  they  are  left,  to  swim  between  two  lines  of  span  to  the 
shore,  where  some  tame  cattle  and  hay  are  placwl  to  attract 
them  to  the  landing-place.  By  this  process  many  cargoes, 
raogiiig  from  ninety  to  a  hundred  and  fifty  bullocks  each,  are 
brought  to  Mauritius  every  year,  that  island,  as  well  as  Bour- 
bon, being  entirely  dependent  upon  Madagascar  for  eattle  for 
draught  as  well  as  for  the  market. 

Soon  after  I  be«tme  a  housekeeper  in  Madagascar,  I  visited 
the  general  market  held  daily  at  Tamatave.  The  place 
where  it  is  kept  is  about  fifty  yards  square,  and  extremely 
dirty,  in  consequence  of  the  refuse  of  vegetables  and  meat 
Ijrtng  about.  The  market  opens  early  in  the  mnrning. 
Among  the  fruits  were  citrons,  lemons,  and  oranges,  pine- 
apples, plantains^  and  pistac he-nuts.  Amongst  the  routs 
manioc  waa  most  abundant.  Rice  was  very  plentiful  and  of 
varied  quality.  There  were  also  maize,  millet,  and  other 
graing.  Tlie  chief  article  of  manufacture  was  foreign  cutton- 
clotli,  white  and  printed.  The  native  manufactures  com- 
prised knives*  hatchets,  axes,  hoes,  spades,  files,  nails,  scales 
and  weightfl,  native  clotli,  lambas,  mate,  baskets,  and  hats  of 
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plutMi  ttnw,  &e.  MoA  of  the  ultdeB  wen  ipcead  upon  tiw 
,  Ipoud,  mDe  oq  «  bttle  wt  of  niaed  pktfarm  of  eutk  or 
«mU  tho  sides  of  vUeb  weie  edged  in  a  nouifcafale  manner 
with  tte  afaooUei^^eiMa  «£  otECB  etadc  in  th«  ground,  tbe 
Woad  part  tipwmn3&,  Tbe  Tendeie  eo^^hnee  tat  m  the 
«eal(«  of  Ike  piatform  aad  eoaetiiiKe  by  tfae  Ekl«^  Tli« 
eUiaravflrB  basy  catting  op  tbe  meat,  wlikk  na  sfmnd 
npm  the  groand  on  htoad  f**"**™  or  oUier  leaTca,  It  vaa 
■eld  in  piecen,  not  fay  we%)it 

Mix«d  up  with  these  ariides  vere  all  kinds  of  poohzj, 
indnding  gainen-£awls  which  are  natiTe,  and  taikms  which 
hare  he«o  mtrodnced.  In  one  plac«  there  were  difierent 
kiDdsef  Ueek  or  hroem  pemCB ;  and  a  aootfaa  a  aian  was 
I^TBiy  *-'^'''**  to  pciBinde  wit  to  bo;  three  jwrng  lenree^ 
■ppanfluUy  the  ifaiiT  tafinc,  which  be  had  in  a  cage.  A 
lu^  Uacfc  and  while  leraurr  the  mffed  lanuTr  a  qdendid 
■niwal,  qtiite  tame^  waa  vttj  wttawetmij  e^kifaited.  I 
qlWHTgd  Tariooa  Idnds  of  tth,  ahb  Ibfaninp  in  leaf  and 
mano&etuied^  44  well  as  muff  in  abtrndanc* :  mnfT-boxH  mt 
tobneeo-boea  made  of  small  peeece  of  polished  cane,  and 
»  Bort  of  peifoMe  feermhling  ontamft.  t  we&t  into  sercnl 
9t  ^  buuii%  whuij  anmben  of  Umba%  or  natrn  aeaifi^  of 
Taned  imff-***  and  quali^  were  for  sale.  Tbe  patterns  of 
a>me  of  the  aakm  Uvics  were  both  tastelvl  and  attzactire. 

The  Boney  fhan|f  ■  wen  bmy  cutting  up  doilaf%and 
half  and  quarter  doUara,  and  nenaller  piecea,  cut  stiver,  vabed 
hj  wiigb^  being  the  snirenal  cmtencj'.  Tber  cut  the  dollar 
op  bf  lajiag  it  on  n  block,  plaring  « laige  kniie  iqMw  it,  and 
striking  tte  knile  with  n  hMimnr  Ibis  process  was  eanied 
ott  at  the  thiesh^^  of  the  doors  in  the  market. 

Tbe  gnatMt  diawhack  to  the  iotemt  which  the  ■9f«l 
Hiecimfe  <rf  a  market  in  Hadagaeear  praseoted,  wna  tbe 
greet  aumber  of  hnta  in  whid  a  barrel  of  airnk,  a  Say 
kind  of  rara  made  in  the  inland,  w«9  plneed  fiir  sale.     There 
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iraa  genendly  a  tap  in  the  end  of  the  barrel,  aud  one  or 
two  men  were  constantly  inviting  auatomera.  No  law  of 
Itodarna'^  waa  more'  salutary  than  that  which  prohibited  the 
making  or  selling  of  ardent  spirits.  Many  of  the  people 
wbcMU  I  saw  appeared  to  be  under  the  iudticncc  of  this 
liquor. 

Oa  my  way  home  I  called  on  Filiberg,  the  aon,  of  the  lat* 
chief  judge  of  the  district.  The  houae  in  which  he  lives  is 
tpiite  a  manaioa.  It  eteemg  aa  if  it  might  heloug  to  the 
native  arifitoci^cy,  and  speaks  well  for  the  rank  maintained 
by  the  former  chiefs  of  the  place.  This  house,  wliich  has  two 
stories  and  a  number  of  rooms  tolerably  well  furnished, 
stands  in  a  compound  or  enclosure  6fty  or  a  hundred  yards 
square,  formed  with  posts  from  six  to  nine  incheti  in  diameteff 
and  about  Bfteen  feet  high^  planted  in.  the  ground  close 
together.  A  lodge  stands  at  the  gate  of  the  enclosure,  and  a 
broad  path,  bordered  with  tall  mango-trees,  leads  to  the 
house.  Around  the  house,  and  withiu  the  euclusure,  are  a 
number  of  email  huta  or  houses  well  aiid  neatly  built,  which 
are  the  dwellings  of  the  chiers  attendants  ^ad  servants, 
forming  a  sort  of  embryo  villsge  round  his  mansion.  The 
Bervfint  or  porter  whom  we  saw  at  the  lodgCj  a  smart  young 
man,  with  an  enormons  pair  of  gold  earrings,  having  informed 
the  chief  that  I  was  waiting,  came  back  to  lead  us  to  the 
house.  On  entering  I  was  cordially  welcomed  by  the  young 
chief  and  his  half  brother,  who  were  surrounded  by  their 
attendants;  while  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  large  room 
about  twenty  females  were  sitting  on  mats. spread  upon  the 
boarded  floor,  as  if  expecting  company.  After  a  short  con- 
versation respecting  England  and  Mauritius,  I  took  my  leave, 
aB  other  guests  had  arrived. 

The  '24th  June  waa  the  last  day  of  the  Jifala^isy  year, 
and  on  that  day  the  ohservancea  connected  with  the  great 
lumual  festival  in   commemoration  of  the  Nevr  Year  com* 
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■■d  all  kinds  of  mrk  were  intecdicCed  ftu*  ibrea 
dars.  Id  de  aftMnoon,  ■«  I  wms  walking  on  the  plwa  to 
tlue  Dorthvard  of  the  villagey  i  saw  a  itaailxr  of  ehiefr 

t  filling;  along,  eadi  rediniug  in  ao  open  palaDquiik,  borne  oa 
akab*B  diooldersr  and  sorrouaded  by  a  large  Ktinue  of  at- 
teadantB.  One  or  two  men  with  aaea^i^  or  wpttat,  is  Uwtr 
kandB  tan  along  in  front  ^touting  oat  d»  name  of  tlie  diief; 
tlwn  followed  the  bearers  of  the  palaaqoin  with  a  nomber 
af  ponona  on  each  sidev  man  j  of  them  cazTjiag  spean^ 
■ticfa^  or  faaa,  while  tc^ts  of  bearers  and  others  loUowed. 
All  n>w«d  along  ax  a  quick,  trotting  sort  of  pace^  causing 

,n  good  deal  of  dust  aa  well  as  noise  <m  the  road     I  re^ 

,  i^ogniaed  antong  them  the  sod  of  the  chief  JQi^e^  wtd  die 
Chief  of  Hmodrix  On  inquiri^,  I  foimd  tbey  were  going 
to  the  xtadeaee  of  the  gorennr,  to  prefient  thdir  homage 
to  the  sorer^gtiV  represeatatiie,  acconliug  to  the  custom  of 
the  <on^ry  at  thia  imarmn 
hk  difieRBt  pwti  of  tiw  Tillage,  I  paased  gnnt  number*  of 

'  the  people  in  holiday  coetttoWL  The  hair  of  the  women,  which 
is  jet  black  and  glossy,  was  in  wme  cases  elabocairij  drened^ 
and  arranged  in  a  number  of  small  braids  and  knoCe^  girii^ 
n  stiff  and  lormal  aspect  to  the  contoor  of  the  head  and  6k& 
The  greater  portton  of  the  people  w«re  clothed  won  or  lass 
ID  article*  of  Eoropeaa  manvbctoieh  the  nun  in  white 
lamba^  or  large  flowing  warfii,  the  women  in  coloured  cotton 
JlMKiii,  They  seemed  to  be  generally  in  &mily  gronps;  and 
1  fMiBd  OD  inqtuzT  that  the  day  was  devoted  to  the  inter- 
rhangr  of  viaits  araoogst  relatim  and  fiends. 

Xstor  in  the  erenii^  as  I  retained  home,  I  saw  Qumben 
of  |Wi9ons  bathini^  or  vaAing  theuttdna,  in  different  parts 
of  the  rillAg«.  Pareuts  fiipfiriallj  vm  ***Jh**ig  thdr  children 
oatade  their  bouses,  or  near  the  doom  I  had  seen  thnn^h 
the  day  ataraa  faringuig  in  fiie-wood ;  and  towards  eTeniug 
BinaU  fires  were  kindled  in  every  direction  ont^e  of  the 
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houses*  Both  the  bntbing  and  tbe  lighting  of  fires  are 
necessary  pftrta  of  the  lasagea  connected  with  this  great  annua] 
festival.  These  ceremoniee  are  commeaced  by  the  soverei^ 
&t  tbe  capital,  and  followed  by  the  people  thiviughout  the 
country. 

Early  the  next  morning  a  me^tsenger,  followed  by  a  slave, 
entered  my  house  aad  presented  me  with  a  large  shoulder  of 
beef,  08  R  .present  from  tbe  soa-to-law  of  my  host.  Soon 
after  another  messenger  entered,  followed  by  two  slaves,  one 
of  them  bearing  the  hinder  leg  of  a  buUock,  with  the  skin 
and  hair  on^  aa  a  New  Year's  preaent.  About  a  quaxter  of 
an  hour  after  this,  an  aide-tle-canip  of  the  captain  of  the 
port  arrived,  followed  by  a  slare  bearing  a  choice  piece  of 
beef  OA  a  present  from  his  master ;  and  shortly  afterwards 
the  same  young  man  came  again,  followed  by  his  servant  with 
an  excellent  piece  from  himself.  The  supply  was  far  beyond 
my  wants,  but  it  was  intended  by  the  donors  ats  an  expression 
of  respect,  and  to  my  servant  who  fuuud  a  great  nitniber  of 
reladona  here,  and  the  §laveB  living  on  the  premieea,  with 
others  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood,  it  was,  I  have  no 
doubt,  very  acceptable. 

My  bouse  was  thronged  with  visitors  during  the  whole  of 
tbe  day,  and  as  there  was  one  amongst  them  who  eould  speak 
a  little  EugUsh,  having  formerly  been  a  pupil  for  a  consider- 
able lime  in  one  of  the  best  of  the  schools  at  the  capital,  I 
not  only  received  much  interesting  intelligence,  but  was  able 
to  communicate  important  information  to  the  friends  who 
came,  and  remained,  Bome  of  tbem,  until  a  very  late  hour. 
Many  of  these  were  e&ceedingly  delighted  and  deeply  affected 
in  looking  over  some  of  tbe  illustrated  English  books  which 
I  bad  with  me,  and  often  expressed  their  earaeat  wisbea  to 
be  able  to  read  English.  I  encouraged  them  to  try,  but  they 
shook  their  heads,  and  seemed  to  think  it  hopeless,  e^^cially 
aa  they  had  no  books. 
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The  fuUowiog  day  a  chief  residing  in  the  neighbourhood 
came  to  me  bringing  with  him  his  son,  a  6ne  mt«lligent 
youth  alMUt  sixteen  yeara  of  age^  who,  he  said,  knew  a  little 
English,  and  wished  to  learn  more.  I  was  glad  to  see  him 
and  ajaother  young  chief  who  acoompamed  him,  and  bod  re- 
cently arrived  from  the  capital.  He  was  aide-de-oamp  to  the 
prince  royal,  and  neemed  uunsually  intelligent,  I  lent  the 
youth  an  English  and  Malagagy  book,  which  he  asked  per- 
mii^on  to  copy  out  as  a  meaiDi  of  learning,  and  I  spent  some 
time  iu  teaching  him  the  prouunciation  of  English  words. 
If  is  companion  wasi  deeply  tntere^^ted  iu  some  books  lying  on 
iny  table,  and  with  many  others  remained  the  greater  part  of 
the  day  at  my  house.  Visits  such  as  these  were  opportunitiea 
for  doing  good  of  which  I  very  gladly  availed  myself^  and  they 
occurred  often. 

A  taJl  noble-looking  chief  also  arrived,  accompanied  by  a 
number  of  strangers  who  ha*i  recently  come  from  the  captt*l, 
and  had  brought  letters  from  resiJenta  there  conveying  much 
interesting  intelligence.  ^Vhen  my  visitors  wrote  down  on 
paper  what  they  had  to  say  I  could  generally,  by  reference  to 
the  dictionary  for  a  word  or  two,  understand  what  it  meant, 
I  then  wrote  my  reply,  and  when  at  a  loss  my  servant,  a 
Malagasy  from  Mauritius,  acted  as  interpreter.  Four  or  five 
of  my  visitors  when  they  left  me  wrote  on  a  sheet  of  paper, 
which  at  the  time  was  lying  on  my  desk,  their  cordial  and 
affectionate  sahitationa.  This  was  the  commencement  of  many 
agreeable  and  instructive  interviews  with  my  tall  friend  and 
his  compaDfons,  who  had  but  recently  arrived  at  Tamatave, 
where  they  remained  till  I  had  left  the  islarid^ 

About  a  week  after  the  cominencemeat  of  the  observances 
connecte<l  with  the  New  Year,  I  received  an  invitation  from 
the  governor  to  a  public  dinner^  which  was  to  be  given  by 
order  of  the  queen  t*)  the  residents  and  others  on  the  oeca- 
fiion  of  the  national  festival     The  dinner  was  given  at  the 
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houBe  of  the  son  of  the  chief  judge,  as  beiug  ceutml  and  con' 
veaient  At  the  time  appoints  the  chief  judge  aud  other 
officere  of  the  gorerament,  borue  in  palaaquinB  oud  atlendeU 
bj  a  guard  nf  honour  and  n  native  band,  arrived  at  the  place 
of  meeting.  At  half-past  five  the  residents  were  suninioued 
to  the  banquet.  Two  Hnea  of  soldiers  wearing  a  folded  wliite 
cloth  round  the  loins  and  white  beltg  iicroaa  their  nokeil 
jsbouUlers,  and  armed  with  a  mnsket  or  apear,  lliietl  the 
avenue  of  trees  leading  bo  the  hutise.  Ah  we  etitered  the  euurt- 
yard  the  hand,  which  conaJsted  chiefly  of  drums  and  clariouets^ 
began  to  play,  and  when  we  reached  the  door  the  second 
officer  in  command,  the  govemor'a  representative  on  this 
occasion  and  deaignateil  a  marjihal,  t^anie  out  to  meet  us 
accotupanied  by  the  other  oflScera,  by  all  of  whom  we  were 
cordially  welcomed. 

^\Tii]e  we  were  waiting  I  found  sufficient  to  interest  me  in 
observing  the  singular  variety  amongst  the  uniforms  of  the 
officers.  They  seemed  as  if  they  might  have  belonged  to  the 
different  services  of  various  nations.  I  did  nut  however  notice 
any  naval  uniform ;  the  greater  part  were  English  or  scarlet. 
On  the  buttons  of  one  of  the  coatt*  I  observed  the  Anaerican 
eagle  and  shield.  Uniforms  appeared  to  be  held  in  high 
estimation,  for  on  another  occasion  I  was  informed  that  an 
officer  of  the  place  had  given  a  hvmdred  oxen  for  his  suit- 
One  of  the  officers  pre9ent  wore  a  rich  green  velvet  coat 
thickly  ornamented  with  gold  lace,  and  a  large  ajguillette  of 
gold  cord  on  the  shoulders.  All  the  chief  ofi&cers  had  gold 
epaulettj  and  cocked  bats  with  feathers. 

On  proceeding  to  the  dinner  table  the  places  of  the  guesta 
were  indicated  by  their  names  being  written  on  pieces  of 
paper  and  placed  on  the  table  napkins;  and  I  soon  found 
myself  seated  between  the  lady  of  the  house,  the  wife  of  the 
judge's  son,  and  the  marshal.  Next  to  him  was  an  ofEcer 
who  spoke  English,  though  hut  imperfectly.     The  officer  in 
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the  green  uniform  sate  opposite  to  me,  and  as  he  spoke 
French  tolerably  well  I  did  uot  find  myself  so  much  at  a  loss 
as  I  \uu\  anticipated. 

The  dinner  was  well  served  and  abundant,  comprising 
aonp,  turkey,  roast  pig,  fowls,  dttoks,  ^c,  with  Boine  good 
■pMtty,  all  Bet  out  and  served  in  reupectable  French  or  Eng- 
•liah  dishes,  plates,  &c.  But  the  ohief  novelty  was  a  dish  of 
jrtftti,  which  occupied  the  middle  of  tlie  tftble.  Jaka  is  beef 
wbtcli  has  been  preiserved  from  the  previrjua  year's  fe&ttvai, 
and  Ui  exchani^e  visits  and  eat  each  other's  Jalca^  is  cnnaitJereil 
by  the  people  as  the  greatest  mark  of  amity  in  their  power  to 
give.  The  jaJoa  or  preserved  beef  was  cut  into  small  ehreds, 
anfl  seemed  to  have  been  fried  crisp  aud  brown. 

When  all  were  seated,  the  marishal  rose  aud  made  a  speech 
in  praise  of  the  sovereign,  and  etAting;  that  it  was  the  wish  of 
the  Queen  that  the  foreigners  shouid  partake  with  her  ofHcei-H 
in  the  Iiospitalities  of  the  season;  that  the  governor  regretted 
Ibal  illness  prevented  his  being  pre3eiit>  but  that  he,  the 
ipeak^j  was,  on  the  governor's  behalf,  happy  to  weJcome  the 
company  as  g;uestB.  The  diah  ofjiika  was  then  banded  rouuJ, 
each  person  taking  a  small  piece  in  his  iiugerH,  and  eating  it 
silently  and  FiUjwly.  It  seemed  to  me  aa  if  some  of  the  native 
religious  feelings  were  associated  vrith  this  part  of  the  feast. 
I  touk  a  small  piece,  but  did  not  perceive  in  it  any  peculiar 
flavour,  certainly  nothing  to  indicate  that  it  had  been  kept 
twelve  months  williont  salt. 

The  company  amounted  to  more  than  twenty,  and  the 
greatest  propriety,  with  much  cheerful  hilarity,  prevailed, 
Six  female  slaves  stood  behind  the  two  laities  who  aat  at 
the  he*l  of  the  table,  and  one  or  two  aides-de-camp  behind 
the  chairs  of  each  of  the  officers.  Indeed,^  there  seemed  to  be 
rather  t'>0  many  attwidanta,  but  they  managed  remarkably 
Well.  When  the  dinner  was  nearly  over,  two  slave  women 
euteredy  and  sitting  down  on  the  ground  by  the  side  of  Iheir 
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mistress,  prepared  undor  her  direction  coffee  for  the  com- 
paoy,  which  was  Kerved  soon  after  dinner. 

After  coffees  the  company  tidjourned  to  a  large  adjoining 
room,  the  walla  of  which  were  covered  with  French  papery 
representing  scenea  in  the  cltfferent  campaigns  of  Nttpoleon. 
Here  I  had  the  opportunity  of  conversing  with  fleveral  of  the 
oSieetB  wLo  f^poke  English  or  F'rench,  and  whom  I  bad  pre- 
viously seen  at  my  bouse.  Mutdc,  consisting  of  a  clftrionet 
and  drunt.  with  other  amust-meiita,  were  now  introduced,  and 
dancing  fuUnwed.  At  an  early  hour,  the  marshal  made 
another  apeecb  in  the  name  of  the  Queen,  after  which  her 
Majesty's  health  was  drunk  in  a  small  glass  of  liquor;  when 
the  marshal  rose  to  retire,  and  was  followed  t'jy  the  rest  of  the 
company.  In  the  front  court  he  gave  me  a  cordial  farewell 
nalutation>  and,  entering  hia  palanquin,  was  home  away* 
followed  by  the  other  oflBcera.  I  reached  home  about  nine 
o'clock,  and,  after  a  cup  of  tea,  retired  to  rest,  mucli  inter- 
ested in  the  novel  scene  I  had  witnessed. 

On  the  amoceeding  day  I  received  a  packet  of  newspapers 
and  letters  from  Mauritius,  conveying  the  mournful  in- 
telligence of  the  continued  ravages  of  the  cholera  there.  In 
these  accounts  it  wag  estimat^^l  that  upwards  of  3000  persons 
had  been  carried  off  in  Port  Louis  alone,  while  the  disease 
was  still  extending  with  fearful  severity  in  some  of  the  pro- 
viucea.  My  grief  was  extreme  on  learning  that  Mrs.  Kelsey, 
to  whom  I  had  written  a.  letter  of  condolence  by  the  last  ebip, 
had  followed  her  honoured  husband  to  the  grave  within  a 
few  days  of  his  interraeut,  and  that  of  her  two  beloved 
children.  Their  family  from  the  time  of  my  arrival  had 
appeared  one  of  the  healthiest  and  happiest  in.  the  place. 
They  had  been  amongst  my  most  attached  friends  there.  To 
Mr.  Kelsej  I  had  confided  the  tranHraisston  of  ray  letters  to 
and  from  England,  with  all  the  little  matters  connected  with 
my  own.  comfort  and  safety  ;  and  I  felt  deeply  bound  to  him 
by  ties  stronger  than  those  olf  mere  acquaintanceahip.     No 
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p^BptDOi  of  indvpodtioii  -vu  ofasemU^  wben  I  left ;  and 
Qov  I  leaned  that  whhm  «  Ibitiuglit  after  mr  depftrtun, 
faUier,  motfarr,  and  tiro  dcAr  children,  vere  aumbered  with 
(he  d«ad.  Mr.  Bai&ks,  the  piotas  and  devoted  milituy  chap- 
Uin^  with  raacT  others  vhom  I  knew,  had  been  swept  away 
fay  the  feaufol  Tiabaion,  and  mourning  aztd  desolmtioa  Ecemed 
to  fiU  the  land. 

The  oext  oiandii^  offieen  horn  the  gonnw  ouac  to  a*y, 
that  aceomts  of  the  fcAHnl  ranges  ol*  the  cholera  at  Itau- 
ritiiB.  at  lh«  time  when  I  left,  had  heen  seat  from  Tamatare 
to  the  capiMl.  That,  oa  that  accovnt,  f  oonld  not  go  up  to 
AntaaanAtiTo ;  and  that  nothing  which  had  oome  from  Man- 
rttios  w»  to  be  taken  to  the  ca^ntal.  So  great  w»  tfa« 
alann  eraated  by  the  reprefiatations  gtren  of  the  nzulcnt 
and  fiUal  nature  of  this  dUtaati,  that  the  r^stcm  of  rdaja  of 
BMBengen  avganised  br  the  gorenunent  was  employed,  and 
the  meeaage  firaaa  the  capital  was  deUrered  in  fire  days  afier- 
Whrda  is  Taiiul*Te,  thoogfa  the  distazLce  by  the  onhnaiy  route 
is  three  htukdred  miles,  todeed^  so  d^emuiuid  wifl  the  go- 
vcmobeat  to  prevefit^  if  poistble,  the  aOnduictiob  of  this 
rtwartwl  aeiMUge^that  a  procUmatioB  vaa  issued  the  following 
day  orderingthai  all  articles  of  trade  which  had  been  landed 
from  ihe  ships  shonld  be  expoaed  to  the  bud  and  wind  for 
the  spare  of  forty  days ;  that  all  the  dt^lare  recnved  in  pay- 
Dieikt  for  the  caigoes  of  bullo<^  which  had  be«i  sold  should 
be  buried  in  the  auid  forty  ^T^  ™  order  to  wcnre  the 
ranoral  of  any  eootagioB  whi^  might  attach  to  them ;  and 
Iha*  all  TBBBek  arriring  at  any  port  of  Madagascar,  &nu 
whateTFT  part  of  the  world  they  might  come,  ahoold  be  put 
into  qnarvitine  for  the  same  period.  A  ressd  sood  ail«v^ 
waids  came  in  fi«n  the  Sechdlefl^  bat  waa  ohl^ed  to  leaTe 
without  snppties  belbce  the  timo  of  qmnntuie  bad  expired ; 
and  ani^her  vesae^  Grom  the  C^ie,  with  bcoaes  on  board,  was 
Anbject  to  the  same  restrictions. 
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Under  these  circQtnBtaDces  I  had  little  reason  tn  expect 
any  change  in  the  decision  of  the  government,  although  I 
had  been  exempt  from  all  symptoms  of  tlie  disease.  I  felt 
that  the  chief  object  of  my  Tisit  was  deferred,  if  n«.>t  alto- 
gether fnistifttedf  hy  these  regulations.  WTiile,  therefore,  I 
deeply  regrettetl  the  extreme  measures  which  the  gavemmeut 
had  been  induced  to  take,  it  only  remained  for  me,  after 
repeated  uouference  with  the  oflBcefS  of  the  plactj  to  obtain 
all  the  information  within  my  reach  during  the  rest  of  the 
time  that  it  would  be  safe,  with  regard  to  health,  to  remain 
on  the  island. 

The  natives!  atill  continued  to  resort  to  my  residence  in 
considerable  mimberp.  Frequently,  as  soon  as  the  door  was 
opened  after  daybreak  in  the  moniiug,  three  or  four  men 
woijld  be  waiting  for  my  cominfj  out  to  them ;  while  othem, 
who  came  in  the  eveniug,  generally  remained  until  a  late 
hour  of  the  night.  Some  came  to  see  whatever  might  l>e 
new ;  otJiers  came  to  talk  or  hear ;  more  came  to  apply  for 
medicine;  and  numbers  to  look  at  the  books  and  pictures 
that  were  genersilly  lying  on  my  table.  An  English  work  on 
Madagascar  excited  much  interest  from  the  jiiotures  it  eon- 
taiaed  of  persons  or  places  in  their  own  country,  especially 
an  oil-coloured  portrait  of  the  chief  of  an  wljacent  diatrict, 
who  had  been  personally  known  to  same  of  my  visitora.  To 
these  objecta  of  curiosity  a  still  greater  attraction  was  JuldJeil 
in  my  photographic  apparatus.  When  first  opeued  at  the 
Custom-HouHe  it  had  excited  considerable  notice  and  some" 
inquiry  ;  hut  when,  after  making  the  necessary  arrangements 
in  my  bouae,  I  fixed  my  camera  on  the  stand,  and  then  trjok 
it  out  of  doors  for  the  purpose  of  adjunting  it  correctly, 
the  people  on  the  premises  at  the  time,  and  those  who  were 
•paaemg  by,  gathered  round  in  a  state  of  considerable  excite- 
ment and  expectation. 

>Mien  I  hail  ailjuKteil  the  fociifl,  I  told  them  that  the  in- 


nup.  V.     ASTnXISUMKNT  I'RODUCKI)  nV  IMKi  rtinUM'llS.        i;j.> 


struuieut  was  used  ("ur  taking  peopltis  likenessea  in  a  minute 
or  twu  by  mesna  of  the  sun  or  tbe  liglit.  When  they  looked 
aiid  saw  the  accuracy  of  the  figure,  with  nil  the  minute  de- 
tail of  the  featuree  of  the  pers«^>us  standing  before  the  instru- 
meat,  as  abown  on  the  groiiuJ  gldfis,  they  appeared  extremely 
delight^,  and  several  of  them,  after  having  gratified  tlietn- 
Bclves  by  gazing  at  tlieir  com[»anif>ns,  who  very  reatlily  took  the 
poHitiori  indicated  fur  that  purpose,  auked  if  I  would  take  their 
Hkene^^a  alao^  On  my  intimating  a  wUlingnesa  to  do  so, 
one  chief  hurried  off  imperceived,  and  in  a  ebort  time  re-^ 
turned,  warm  n-itb  the  haste  of  hia  walking,  and  followed  by 
a  slave  Leariug  a  bundle  of  coubiderable  size.  On  my  asking 
what  he  hm]  brought,  he  took  out  a  handsome  scarlet  laml>a 
and  other  attractive  articles  of  dress,  saying  that  he  wished 
to  be  drenwed  in  these  before  having  his  likeness  taken.  I 
told  him  I  could  take  no  likeiiessts  that  day,  afl  I  was  only 
putting  the  instrument  together.  He  appeared  somewhat 
disappointed,  also,  when  I  told  him  thjit  I  ccuhl  not  take  the 
Boorlet  colonr  of  the  lamba  with  the  instrument,  but  only  the 
fiinn  of  the  features  and  dresa  in  dark  and  light,  similar  to 
the  specimens  I  exhibiteti  of  pictures  previously  taken  dae- 
where.  All  expressed  themselves  willing  to  wait,  but  few 
left  without  soliciting  a  promise  that  when  all  was  ready 
their  portj-aita  should  lie  taken. 

They  did  not  allow  me  to  forget  this  promiHe*  and  as  soon 
as  I  bad  prepared  the  ebemicals,  a  chief  who  lived  near,  and 
one  or  two  of  his  aides-de-camp,  came  with  a  nutnhfir  of 
attendants,  and,  having  i?at  before  the  camera,  seemrsil  rather 
puzzled  to  underKtaud  bow  a  likenesa  similar  tfl  those  1  had 
ahown  could  result  from  the  collodion  negative  on  the  gla,ss. 
Two  or  three  others  fiat  afterwards,  and  when  they  left  I 
thought  appeared  rather  doubtful  as  to  the  idtimate  isane. 
A  ilay  or  two  afterwards  I  printed  off  some  positive  proofs  on 
paper ;  and  when  theae  wera  fixetl  and  shown  to  them  they 
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were  equally  aatonialied  and  deligbted.  Many  ran  to  fetch 
their  relatives  and  frien+ls  U>  come  and  bee  the  tikenesaea  taken 
hy  the  aun  ^  and  long  and  earuest  were  the  comments  and 
t|iie8tionings  about  how  it  could  be  done>  One  man  aud  it 
was  zaniiharf/, —  a  word  thej  eometimes  use  for  God,  but  by 
which  they  probably  mcaut  wonderful  or  Buperaatural. 

After  thia,  few  days  puaaed  in  which  pertions  did  not  come, 
often  in  companies,  from  the  neighbourhood,  to  see  the  like- 
nesses taken  or  to  a^  fur  their  own ;  and,  so  far  as  my 
chemicals  would  allow,  I  was  willing  to  gratify  them,  aw  it 
ga^e  them  plensure  and  affordeti  me  opportunities  for  inter- 
course with  m^iy  to  whom  I  might  not  otherwise  bo  easily 
have  gained  access.  By  this  means  I  had  long  and  intereat- 
ing  conversations  with  the  chiefa  residing  in  the  place,  as 
well  as  with  stiuogers  from  a  distimcc^  iacludiug  a  number 
belonging  to  the  capital.  In  this  manner,  also,  I  obtained 
correct  likenesses  of  a  condJemble  number  of  the  jx^iple  of 
all  classes,  from  the  aide-de-camp  of  the  governor  to  the 
slave  wbo  came  for  water  to  the  fountain  in  the  yard.  1  met 
with  difEculties  in  the  process  aimilar  to  tliose  I  bad  ex- 
perienced in  MauritiuH,  ari-sing  from  the  state  of  the  atmo- 
sphere and  the  quality  of  the  light,  so  diff^erent  to  that  in 
England ;  and  also,  1  believe,  from  the  deterioration  or 
original  impurity  of  Borne  of  my  chemicala.  MTieu  the  like- 
nesBes  were  taken^  frames  were  in  great  demand;  and  some 
bronght  large  pieces  of  glass  to  be  cut  to  the  proper  dimen- 
sions ;  others  proposed  rubbing  the  quicksilver  from  the 
back  of  looking-glasses ;  but  most  were  satisfied  with  having 
the  likeness  mounted  on  a  sheet  of  white  paper; 

Besides  the  collodion  portraits,  I  obtained  a  number  of 
interesting  views  of  natural  objects  and  scenery  with  wax 
paper,  moat  of  which  I  succeedeiJ  in  bringing  home  as  illas- 
trationa  of  the  rich  and  novel  forms  of  vegetation,  &6  well  aa 
the  general  beauty   of  the  country.     One  or  two  viewa  of 
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forest  scenery,  in  which  the  large  trees  ore  covered  with 
Orchida^MOUS  and  other  planta,  some  of  them  in  full  blosgom^ 
are  remarkably  atrikiDg. 

ViTiat  efiFtjct  coloured  landscape,  ot  other  views  of  natural 
objecta,  might  produce  upon  the  natives,  I  ara  unable  to  aay; 
but  it  waa  curioua  to  notice  the  intense  interest  excited  by  the 
portraits,  and  the  different  effect  produced  by  the  view  of  a. 
group  of  trees,  or  flowers,  a  house,  or  any  other  inaaimata 
object.  In  the  fornaer  the  features,  the  aspect,  the  dress,  the 
ornaments,  and  all  the  little  accompanimeuta  were  subjects 
of  curioua  eiaminatiou  and  animated  remark  by  wives  and 
children,  as  well  a^  companions  or  friead^.  One  man  had  a 
mole  on  his  cheek,  and,  as  it  was  on  the  wide  nex.t  the  light,  it 
came  out  clear  and  strong;  nothing-  eicit-eil  more  remark  than 
this.  I  Baw  the  man  himself,  aft«r  feeling  the  mole  on  his 
cheek  with  his  finger,  go  and  touch  the  mole  on  the  picture 
hanging  up  to  dry,  esclaiming,  "  How  very  wonderful  I  I  never 
feltanythiughere,"  putting  bis  finger  to  the  mole  on  hia  cheek, 
**  and  yet  there  it  is,"  pointing  to  the  picture.  But  the  form 
of  a  building,  the  shades  in  a  flower,  the  perspective  of  a  land- 
scape, seemed  to  excite  no  interest.  Another  phase  of  human 
character,  peculiar  perhaps  to  no  country,  but  rather  common 
to  all,  was  the  evident  anxiety  about  personal  appearance, 
when  that  wns  to  be  regarded  by  others  or  perpetuated.  I 
never  fluggefcted  the  arrangement  of  the  dress  or  the  hair; 
but  rarely  found  any  one  cume  and  sit  for  a  likenesa  without 
giving  some  previous  attentiou  to  one  or  both.  Even  the 
labouring  woman,  returning  from  work  in  the  field,  with  her 
child  at  her  back,  as  gbown  on  the  adjoining  page,  when 
aaked  if  she  would  have  her  likenesa  taken,  adjusted  her 
burden  before  having  her  tout  eneeiiible  rendered  permanent. 
Sometimes  the  women  brought  their  slavea  to  arrange  their 
hair  immediately  before  sitting  down.  At  other  times  the 
men  brought  looking-glass  and  comb,  and,  borrowing  a  bowl 
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of  water  t^  moisted  their  batr,  ftrmii^!  their  toil«^tte  by 
one  holding  the  glass  for  another.  The  Ho^a  women  wear 
their  hair  plaited  in  extremely  fine  braids,  and  tied  in  ft 
number  of  small  knots  or  himches  all  over  the  head,  as  seen 
in  the  accompanymg-  portraits  The  Betdmasaraka  women 
wear  their  hair  braided  for  two  or  three  inches,  and  then 
arranged  in  a  sort  of  circular  mass  or  ball,  two  or  threu 
hanging  down  on  each  iside.  T}ie  men  usually  cut  their  hair 
ehoftj  after  the  European  fashion, 

I  was,  for  some  time,  eurprised  to  see  so  few  people  with 
grey  hair,  either  among  the  straight  or  worflly  haired  raee«  j 
and  ou  remarking,  on  one  occasion,  how  ft-w  tillier  of  chiefs 
or  people,  niaRter&  or  slaves,  were  gieybeadcd,  I  wait  toU 
that  all  classes  were  Bcnipuloasly  careful  to  remove  their  grpy 
hairR,  and  that  this  accounted  for  the  thinness  of  h:ur  with 
many,  and  the  rarity  of  any  mixture  of  grey  amongst  the 
black.  It  appeared  to  be  a  matter  of  8*>me  imporUincemth  all 
to  avoid,  as  much  as  p4:^ijieible,  any  sympt-om  of  a^e,  and  aa 
object  of  great  desire  t^»  appear  or  to  be  thought  ynung,  1 
was  alsa  struck  with  the  tai<te  of  the  men  in  ailjust-iug  their 
hair.  They  did  not  comb  it  up  from  the  forehead  to  ishow 
the  development  of  their  intellectual  organs,  and  certainly 
rather  drew  it  over  the  side  of  the  temples  than  force<l  it 
back,  I  presumed,  however,  that  they  followed  the  mode 
most  esteemed  among  their  countrymen ;  and  I  was  struck 
with  the  remarkably  European  cast  of  many  of  their  counte- 
nances. Plirenologicftlly  they  are  a  tino  people,  having  fre- 
quently high  foreheads  with  a  considerable  amount  of  those 
develnpmenta  which  are  supposed  to  indicate  intellectual 
capacity,  as  well  as  moral  excellence^ 

The  portrait  of  a  Hova  chief,  on  the  following  page,  eshibits 
a  type  of  head  that  I  met  with  occasionally  ou  the  coast  and 
at  the  capital.  The  olive  tinge  in  the  complexion  of  this 
chief  and  in  that  of  Ms  wife  waa  exceedingly  slight,  and  in 
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many  of  the  Hovaa  it  is  leas  than  is  frequetitly  aeen 
amongst  the  inhabitants  of  the  Routh  of  Europe.  His  figure 
was  slight  but  well  proportioned,  and  he  waa  rather  above 
the  middle  stature  ;  hia  hair  appears  as  lie  usually  wore  it, 
and  not  drawn  down  over  hia  fjrehead.  I  became  acquainted 
with  him  by  his  calliog  to  ask  me  to  accompany  him  to  his 
residence,  where  one  of  his  family  was  ill  and  in  great  suffer- 
ing. I  had  much  intercourse  with  him  afterw.%rd8i>  both  on 
the  coast  and  at  the  capital,  and  his  difipositinn  always  ap^ 
peared  pecullajly  gentle  aad  benevolent^  He  usually  wore  the 
large  white  lamba^  bordered  with  the  akotso,  or  five  broad 
fitripcB,  the  distinctive  badge  of  the  Hovas.  The  aceumpaiiy- 
ing  wood  engraving  ia  a  faithful,  but  not  a  flattering,  copy 
of  the  photograph  of  which  I  brought  home  a  number  of 
copies.  Many  of  the  Horaa  possessed  remarkably  well-formed 
heflda,  though  not  always  perhaps  so  finely  proportioned  as 
the  one  here  repreKented.  The  foreheads  were  always  well- 
shaped,  even  where  the  space  between  the  eyebrows  and  tbo 
hair,  as  in  some  few  instances,  was  comparatively  narrow.  The 
eyes  were  never  large  or  projecting,  hut  clear  and  bright;  and 
the  eyebrows  well  defined  without  being  heavy.  The  nose 
wan  frequently  aquiline  and  firm,  never  tbick  and  fleshy;  it 
wa3,  however,  more  frequently  etraightj  aud  sometimes  abort 
and  bnjad,  without  fulness  at  the  end.  The  lipa  were  gene- 
rally slightly  projecting,  though  seldom  round  and  large,  aa 
will  be  seen  in  the  portraits  of  the  Hovaa  inserted  in  the  mib- 
flequent  pages.  Style  of  feature  seems  to  mark  the  Hovaa 
much  more  distinctiveiy  than  colour  or  hair.  The  colour  of 
Bome  of  the  Hovas  is  as  dark  aa  that  of  the  most  swarthy 
races  in  the  island,  while  their  hah:  is  straight  or  curling,  and 
their  featOTOK  exhibit  the  peculiar  fonn  of  the  European  ;  and 
even  where  the  hair  is  frizzled  or  crisped,  as  is  occasionally 
the  case,  the  features  exhibit  no  approach  to  the  negro  type. 
In  coutemptatirig  the  figure  and  features  of  the  people,  espe- 
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ciaUy  those  whose  portrait«  I  secured,  I  found  myself  in- 
voluntarily  speculating  on  the  origin  of  the  different  races, 
and  the  avusea  of  the  aspect  and  hearing  which  tbey  exhibited. 
The  atyle  of  head  ahown.  in  the  ibccompimjing  portrait  was 
confined  to  the  Hovaa.  I  ne^er  saw  anything  approaching  to 
it  among  the  other  races,  though  with  siinilar  features ;  the 
colour  waa  among  the  Hovaa,  in  sonie  instances,  as  dark  as 
that  of  any  on  the  island.  I  found  myself  continually  ques- 
tioning in  my  own  mind,  whether  aome  of  the  Hovaa  were 
originally  black ;  or  if  not,  whether  by  intermarrij^e  with 
darker  mcea,  and  other  «iu9e9,  they  had  retained  their 
peculiar  style  of  features  but  ohauged  their  colour,  and 
thus  afford  additional  eviilenct;  that  the  form  of  feature 
was  more  permanent  than  coh)ur.  Sodra,  whose  portrait,  aa 
well  ftB  those  of  the  bearers  of  my  palanquin,  and  the  women 
at  the  well,  together  with  the  woman  with  the  child  at  her 
back,  in  the  same  engraving  with  the  Hova  woman,  are  all 
Betsimasaraka  inhabitants  of  the  eastern  coast.  TJie  manner 
of  wearing  their  hair  resembles  that  of  the  natives  of  Quilli- 
mane,  on  the  Zambesi  river,  as  described  by  Commodore 
Owen  in  a  paper  published  in  the  second  volume  of  the 
Transactions  of  the  Geographical  Society,  but  this  is  a  coin- 
cidence too  trifling  to  support  any  concluiiion  aa  to  their 
African  origin.  With  regard  to  the  Hovaa,  no  doubt  t-an  be 
estertaintKi  that  they  are  descended  from  the  ancient  race 
from  which  the  Malayan  Archipelago  and  Eaatern  Polynesia 
derive  their  inhabitants.  Further  remarkfl  on  this  subject 
would  interfere  with  the  purpose  of  ray  narrative,  which  has 
been  to  record  what  I  observed,  leaving  others  to  deduce 
their  own  oonelusiona ;  and  I  shall  be  happy  if  the  portraits 
I  have  furnished  prove  acceptable  to  any  who  may  be  in- 
terested in  that  important  branch  of  inquiry  which  relates 
to  the  several  varieties  of  the  human  family. 

My  viflitora  were  generally  aa  willing  to  have  their  houses 
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taken  fts  their  owii  portraitB ;  but  I  someliniee  found  it  dif- 
iiciiU  to  prevent  the  crowd,  which  invftriably  gathered  round, 
from  standing  before  the  camera,  either  with  a  desire  to  look 
or  bo  be  included  in  the  picture.  From  the  natyral  objects  in 
the  neighbourhood,  I  obtained  views  of  some  curiouB  species 
of  pandanus  surrounding'  a  cattle-fold  not  far  from  ray  dwell- 
ing. The  pandanna  exhibits  a,  form  of  growth  peculiar  to  the 
vegetation  of  the  sefUBhore  in  many  tropical  regions.  It 
thrives  well  in  pure  wind  near  the  water's  edge.  It  h  nXm  an 
exceedingly  u«eful  tree.  The  trunk  is.  dilmble,  and  is  em- 
ployed in  the  atnictiire  and  fitting  of  native  canoea.  The 
leaves,  in  the  South  Sea  Islands,  make  excellent  thatch,  and 
the  frint  or  nuts  are  baked,  and  the  kernels  eaten.  In  Mada^ 
goscar  the  leaves  are  used  chiefly  for  covering  packages  to 
exclude  rain  dnrtng  tranniit  &om  the  coast  to  the  interior.  It 
ia  extensively  cultivated  in  Mauritius,  and  it^  leaves  used  for 
making  baga  ;  large  quantities  of  which  are  brought  from  the 
Sechelle  Inlands,  and  all  tlie  sugar  produced  in  Ma.urilius  is 
exported  in  bags  mode  from  the  leaves  of  this  singtdarly 
growing  but  useful  tree.  Sometimes,  while  taking  a  vicw^  I 
had  applications  of  another  kind.  -On  the  first  morning  when 
I  went  out.,  as  soon  as  I  had  fixed  the  camera  before  the 
IiOQse  which  I  wished  to  take,  the  mistre^  of  the  preinises 
t^une  and  asked  me  to  look  at  a  slave  who  had  been  suffering 
some  days  ivith  t-oothnehe.  I  fetched  an  inntrnment  and  im- 
mediately extracted  the  tooth.  Many  of  the  natives  appeared 
to  Kuffer  from  toothache ;  and  iii  more  than  one  instance 
I  was  required  to  remove  two  teeth  at  the  same  time  from 
one  individual. 

From  all  that  I  learned  in  conversing  with  the  natives  and 
with  foreigners  long  resident  in  the  island,  it  wotdd  appear 
that  Madagascar  is  rich  in  medicinal  plants  and  gums;  and 
that  the  nativefl  are»  to  a  certain  ext^-nt,  acquainted  with  the 
medicinal  properties  of  many  of  the  productions   of  their 
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country.  Tliey  also  manifest  conprideralile  skill  m  thr  iijw 
of  them;  but  bUU  many  suflfercrs  are  met  with  whom  more* 
efficient  medical  skill  might  relieve  or  restore^  ITie  fever 
wbich  prevajln  at  certmn  ueaaona  of  the  year,  enpecially  nev 
the  cofists,  in  the  n]oi»t  fearful  malady  io  which  they  »rc 
liable ;  ajicl  natives  friim  the  interior,  as  well  as  strangers  from 
abroad,  are  alike  subject  to  its  attacks;  whtle  the  people 
themselves  know  of  no  specific  or  effectual  mode  of  treatment 
for  it. 

Their  remedies  are  in  geaeral  etTcctual  in  tlie  cure  uf  tbo 
bitea  or  8ting&  uf  the  smaller  kiuda  uf  veuomous  reptilei^  aiid 
insects,  though  at  times  the*e  are  Buch  as  to  occasion  great 
Buffering.  I  once  foLuid  a  large  scorpion  on  my  pillow  j  at 
another  time,  some  large  ceutii)ede8  in  one  of  my  boxee.  The 
largest  T  saw  cmwled  out  from  the  framework  of  the  table 
at  which  I  was  writing;  but  I  eRcaped  injury  from  all.  The 
bite  of  the  scorpitm,,  I  was  iuformed,  waa  exceedingly  eevere» 
and  the  poisonoiiB  effects  long  continued.  One  day  1  was 
startled  by  cries  of  pain  in  the  house  opposit'?  to  that  in 
which  I  dwelt,  and  was  aoon  afterwards  iwnt  for  by  the  chief 
residing  there  to  see  his  wifL',  who^  in  great  suffering  nnd 
alarm,  was  crying  out,  "1  Kball  die,  I  shall  die!"  A  number 
of  her  neighhoura  were  gatlfered  roimd  the  mat  on  which  she 
was  Hitting'.  Her  husband,  who  was  supporting  her,  informed 
ine  that,  while  gathering  fiah  on  the  reef,  ebe  hatl  been  istung 
in  the  hand  by  a  amall  poiBonoua  fish,  which  they  had  caught 
and  brought  for  me  to  see.  Tliere  were  three  punctures  in 
the  woiuan'a  thumb,  and  her  hand  and  ami  were  ewuUen  and 
discoloured.  Although  bathed  with  oil  and  other  remedies, 
the  pain  and  inllammatiun  continued  until  the  next  day»  when 
the  sivelling  abated  and  the  pcn^r  woman  recovered. 

There  are  several  poisonous  kind^  of  fish  among  the  reefs 
and  rocks  near  the  shore,  and  their  bite  or  sting  h  said  to  be 
sometimeg  fatal.     There  are  also  serpents  iu  the  island,  of 
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Tarious  kinda ;  Imt  the  largewt  are  not  poiaonons,  thou^'li 
tln?y  ■vvill  bite  severely  if  assailed  or  irrit-ated.  M.  Provint 
told  me  that  on  one  occasion,  when  he  was  travelliuif  in  the 
country,  having  riBen  from  the  mat  on  whioh  he  had  slept 
during  tbe  nij^ht,  he  went  a  short  distance,  and  having 
directed  his  servant  to  prepare  the  mats  for  reenming  the 
journey,  was  called  back  by  the  man,  who,  on  rolling  up  the 
mata,  discovered  an  immense  serpent  seven  or  eight  fett  long, 
and  as  thick  in  the  boily  as  an  ordinary  wine  bottle.  It  was 
coiled  up  in  a  circle  exactly  in  the  spot  where  he  hail  been 
lying-;  to  which  it  had  probaldy  been  attracted  by  the  warmth. 
He  said  he  was  stjvrtled  at  the  sight  of  such  a  monster,  and 
called  to  the  natives  to  destroy  it;,  but  instead  of  this  the 
people  took  a  piece  of  stick,  and  just  giiided  its  head  towards 
the  long  grass  and  btiahe?,  saying,  ''Go  you  Away,  go."  They 
seem  to  regard  with  a  &ort  of  superstition,  almost  amounting 
to  dread,  all  serpents,  crocodiles,  and  other  dangerous  reptileK, 
which  they  scrupulously  avoid  injuring,  under  an  apprehension 
of  experiencing  retaliation,  either  frotn  that  identical  reptile 
or  from  some  other  of  its  species,  at  a  future  time.  Tlie  only 
serpent  which  I  saw  was  a  small  one  between  three  and  four  feet 
long,  of  ft  light  yellow  or  straw  colour,  and  heautifiiUy  markeil 
■with  transverse  etripee  of  brown ;  but  I  was  told  the  reptile  was 
not  Venomous. 

ITie  gentleman  urjiler  whose  mats  the  immense  serpent 
had  coiled  itself  while  he  was  Bleeping,  also  told  me  that, 
when  passing  through  the  denee  unfrequented  parts  of  the 
forests  in  the  intenor^  he  had  met  with  large  serpenta  which, 
when  he  has  come  suddenly  uport  them,  had  appeared  irritated 
and  had  reared  themselves  up  several  feet  as  if  to  resist  his 
progress,  till  he  attacked  them  with  a  spear. 

Though  the  animalf<  found  in  Madagascar  are  few  as  com- 
pared with  those  which  people  the  adjacent  continent  of  Africn, 
there   are   several  peculiarly  interesting  speciea,  respecting 
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which  I  was  anxious  to  obtain  mformatioa^  and,  If  pfigsible, 
procure  speciiiieiiB,  Among  tbese  wna  the  Aye-Aye,  CheiromyB 
MadagaecaritusiH,  a  remarkaljle  animal,  found  only  in  Mada- 
gaacor,  and  of  which  only  one  skeleton  apecimen  exists  m  Eu- 
rope, in  the  Hnseiim  of  Paris.  I  spoke  to  Bome  of  the  intelli- 
gent nativea  about  the  Aye-Aye,  and  foimd  it  w^  but  rarely 
met  with,  and  seemed  to  lie  regarded  with  a  aortof  auperatitioua 
feeling,  which  would  make  them  rather  unwilling  to  attempt  its 
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capture.  From  their  remarks  aud  those  of  others,  it  does  not 
appear  to  be  confined  to  the  western  caast  of  the  island,  as 
has  been  supposed,  fteveral  having  been  taken  in  other  part% 
and  I  wa«  led  to  infer  that  there  is  more  than  one  specie^,  as 
eome  described  the  animal  an  larger  than  others. 
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Twij  French  gentlemen  wiio  had  resided  ninny  years  on  the 
island,  and  with  whom  I  fretiuently  conversed  aVKJiit  the 
animal,  hful  both  had  it  more  than  once  in  their  possesHion. 
M,  De  I>a.steUe  ftaid  its  habits  were  noctuniftl,  nad  that  it  was 
esceedingly  active  durjtig  the  tiight;  that  he  \mt  one  during 
the  night;  siispeAJting  that,  from  aiiperstttioiis  motives,  the 
natives  had  set  it  free,  he  confined  one  afterwards  in  a  barrel 
in  bin  house,  hut  that  it  ate  through  the  barrel  and  eacaped, 
M.  Provint  had  kept  one  for  some  tinif  in  his  honse.  He  de- 
scribed itti  eyes  us  large  and  rnimd,  ite  earn  as  thin  and  broai3, 
its  colour  brown,  merging  into  grey,  aud  itw  tliick,  bushy  tail 
shorter  than  that  of  the  large  hlack  and  white  lemur.  It 
Biihj^ifite<l  chiefly  on  boiled  rice  and  fridts*  and  during  the  day 
laid  a-sleep  rolled  up  in  a  btisket  in  the  houee,  apparently 
undisturbed  by  persons  passing  near ;  but  at  night  it  waa  ne- 
ceasary  to  secure  it,  and  ultimately  it  escaped  by  eating  during 
the  night  through  a  bar  of  hard  wood  of  more  than  two 
iacheft  aquarei  a  fe&t  which  the  poi^ition  and  form  of  its  atrong 
aharp  JnciBora,  or  cutting-teeth,  would  render  it  well  able  tn 
aennrnpHsh,  aa  few  animals  are  supposed  to  possess  greater 
cutting  power.  I  was  encouraged  to  liope,  during  my  visits 
to  the  inland,  that  I  might  add  an  Aye-Aye  to  my  collection 
before  finally  leaving,  but  my  friend  had  not  been  able  tn 
secure  one  when  I  lefL  There  is  a  stuffed  specimen  in  the 
Museum  of  Natural  History  at  Mauritius;  but  it  did  not 
accord  exactly  with  the  aceoimts  I  had  received  in  the  island;, 
and  as  Mr,  P.  A.  Wbiche,  who  bad  presented  it  to  the  mu- 
seum, was  not  certain)  whether  the  captain  of  one  of  his  ships 
had  brought  it  from  Madagascar  or  the  coast  of  Africa,  I  felt 
doubtfid  whether  it  was  the  Madagascar  animal  or  not,  —  or, 
if  so^  much  inclined  to  eipect  that  more  than  one  species  will 
be  found. 
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CHAP.    VI. 

Domestic  Slavery  in  Madagascar.  —  Prices  of  Slaves.  —  Modes  of  PonisbmeDt. 
Nninbers  of  Slaves.  —  Native  Manufactarcs.  —  Rofia  Clotb.  —  Native  Baa- 
kets.  —  Fondness  of  Natives  for  Barter.  —  Conversations  with  the  Peoi^e.  — 
Desire  after  Education Historical  Notice  of  the  Persecutions  of  the  Chris- 
tians. —  Simple  Scriptural  Character  of  their  Faith.  —  Testimonies  in  their 
Favour.  —  Scriptnral  Basis  of  their  Beligioos  Organisations  and  ObaerV' 
ances. —  Social  Gatherings.  — Perils  to  which  they  have  been  exposed. — 
Public  Confessions. — Constancy  unto  Death.  —  Nature  and  Severi^  of 
their  Punishments.  —  Numbers  who  have  suflercd  on  account  of  their  Be- 
ligion.  —  Executions  in  1849.  — Latest  Edict  against  Christian  ObaervaDcea. 
—  Opinions  of  the  Natives  which  render  Christianity  peculiarly  criminal  in 
the  Estimation  of  the  Heathen.  — •  Claims  of  the  Christians  to  Sym[>athy  and 
Compassion. 

In  the  domestic  arrangementa  of  the  Malagasy,  most  of  the 
employments  connected  with  providing  and  preparing  food 
are  performed  by  slaves.  Slavery,  in  fact,  is  one  of  the  "  do- 
mestic institutions  "  of  the  country.  It  involves  the  buying 
and  selling  of  men  and  women,  sometimes  in  the  public 
markets,  and  at  other  times,  hy  taking  them  about  from  place 
to  place,  and  ofifering  them  like  any  other  goods  for  sale. 

I  was  walking  one  day  on  the  beach  with  my  companion, 
when  a  man  approached  us,  followed  by  a  boy  about  eleven 
or  twelve  years  old.  The  man  stopped,  and  anked  an  officer 
standing  near  if  he  wanted  a  slave,  and,  pointing  to  the  boy, 
said  he  was  for  sale ;  the  price,  he  added,  was  ten  dollars. 
The  party  appealed  to  declining  to  purchase,  the  man  made 
a  sign  to  the  boy  and  then  walked  on,  the  slave  following  at 
the  distance  of  a  few  paces.  On  another  occasion,  as  I  was 
sitting  at  breakfast,  my  servant  came  to  say  that  some  one 
wished   to  speak  to   me,  and,   on   going  out,  I  found  two 
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mi?n  ill  the  rmirl  >^^  yjinl ;  oue  of  them  a^ked  me  if  I  iliil  Jt<it 
want  to  buy  a  buy,  puiiitiiig  to  a  nice,  healtliy-lcwjkiog  laj, 
scarcely  twelve  yearH  ul'  age,  who  stood  behind  him,  aud 
whuui  he  called  to  come  Ibrward  and  show  hiniaclf.  Od  my 
shnkirig  my  head  and  intiniiUing  that  I  did  not  want  a 
slave,  it  waa  explained  tliat  it  waw  uot  tenipurary  service 
that  was  offered,  but  that  the  boy  would  work  for  me  all 
liiH  life,  or  could  be  Hi)!d  to  another,  ujid  that  the  price  was 
only  ten  doltarS;,  little  more  than  twa  (mnnds  English  money. 
My  contiuued  rcftiaiU  left  uo  hope  of  the  lad  being  «old  to 
me,  and  they  soon  went  away,  followed  by  their  slave,  whose 
appearance  intereste<l  me  much,  and  excited  strong  feeling'*  of 
comraiseratiou  towards  one  in  whose  breast  alt  the  ardent 
napirations  of  youth,  with  the  proHpectw  of  Imppinees  and  con- 
tentment in  after  life  must  be  fitifled  by  the  stern  reality  that 
he  woulil  never  l>e  hid  own,  butmtiet,  until  death  should  release 
him  from  his  bondage,  render  unrequited  labour  to  another- 
The  price  of  ^  male  slave  was  from  seventy  to  one  hundred 
dollars,  and  of  a  female  nlave  from  twenty  to  forty  dollars. 

Krom  the  little  which  I  aaw  of  the  domestic  slaves  in 
Madagascar,.  I  should  think  their  condition  vastly  superior 
to  that  of  the  severe  labour  and  suffering  which  characterised 
the  slavery  of  our  West  Indian  colonies,  yet  I  occaeionaily  saw 
some  of  the  inevitable  consequences  of  the  system  that  were 
perhaps  more  revolting  in  their  moral  degradation  than  in  the 
physical  suffering  inflicted.  In  one  of  the  houses  which  ! 
enteretl  one  day,  a  number  of  female  slaves  were  at  work. 
.Some  of  thera  were  caning  badketa  of  cotton  or  other 
ailicles  from  one  room  to  anotlier,  aud,  as  tliey  passed  along, 
1  saw  one  young  girl  who  had  a  couple  of  boards  fixed  ou 
her  shoulders,  each  of  them  rather  more  than  two  feet 
long}  and  ten  inches  or  a  foot  wide,  fastened  together  by 
piieces  of  wood  nailed  on  the  imder  side.  A  piece  had  Iwen 
cut  out  of  each    hoard  in  the  middle,  so  that,  when  fixed 
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together,  they  fitted  close  to  her  neck,  and  tlie  poor  girl, 
while  weariijg  thie  instrument  of  pimishmcnt.  and  disgrace, 
was  working  with  the  rest.  Uu  nnother  occasion  I  eaw  a 
boy,  apparently  about  fitteen  years  of  age,  with  r  roitgh. 
heavy.  Iron  collar  on  his  naketl    neck.     It    seemed    to    bt? 
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fortneiE  by  a  w|iiare  bar  r>f  iron  abimt  three  f|Ufti-lers  ol  an 
inch  thick  beinti;  bent  round  bis  neck,  and  tbe  two  ends  then 
joined  tugether.  Vet  he  wari  workiug  with  a  number  of  other 
boys  aitd  men  employed  iu  carrying  fire-wood  to  tbe  Iwach 
for  the  bhippiu^f.  Another  slave  whom  I  saw  working  near 
the  same  place  had  an  iron  collar  round  his  neck  with  two 
or  three  pointed  iron  spikea,  six  or  seven  inches  long,  fixed 
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ill  the  collar,  ariiJ  statnLtiiig  up  by  the  aides  of  Ijisi  licud. 
These,  however,  were  the  on\y  iustancea  of  thirt  kind  of 
puniBhmeut  which  came  under  my  notice. 

So  short  a  residence  as  mine  amongst  the  people  afforded 
opportunity  for  little  beyfiud  a  piisaitig  glance  iat  the  outside 
aflpect  of  slavery  in  Mtidagaacar,  and  a  brief  notice  of  the 
subject  is  consequently  all  that  I  have  att^rapted.  The  con- 
dition of  the  slaves  as  comparei]  with  that  of  the  free,  though 
exhibiting  many  uf  the  evils  inherent  in  slavery,  and  insepa- 
rable from  it,  appeared  in  many  respeets  much  less  oppressive 
thiLii  I  had  been  prepared  to  expect.  In  some  instancea, 
however,  it  was  hopelesa,  the  sentence  of  being  sold  into 
slavery  for  some  offence  peculiarly  obnoxious  to  the  autho- 
rities being  at  times  made  irreversible ;  so  that,  however  the 
friends  or  relatives  of  the  party  punished  might  be  able  or 
dinposeil  ti>  effect  liiii*  liberation  by  the  payment  of  the  suui 
at  which  he  had  beeu  vuhied,  or  for  which  he  was  aold,  they 
were  not  allowed  to  do  so,  the  penalty  inflicted  liaviug  been 
not  only  slavery  but  unredeemable  slavery.  This  sentence 
haa  Iwen  rendered  still  more  oppressive  in  the  case  of  some 
of  the  tJhri>ftianj5,  when  one  condition  of  their  slavery  has 
been  that  they  should  only  be  sold  to  p&rtiea  who  would 
undertake  to  keep  them  continually  at  hard  work. 

The  pruportion  of  slaves  to  the  entire  population  ntust  be 
great,  as  the  children  of  &\\  slaves  are  such  fr<im  birth  ;  and 
besides  the  natural  inereaiie  of  the  ulave  population,  many 
born  free  l>econiB  tilavea  in  consequence  of  debt,  crime,  or 
capture  in  war.  The  Hovas  have  of  late  years  returned  from 
their  military  expeilitions  into  distant  parts  of  the  island 
with  vast  numbers  of  captives,  often  hundrede,  and  sometimes 
thoui^ands,  chiefly  youths,  women,  and  children,  all  of  whom 
are  usually  sold  for  alaves,  and  as  such  are  distributed  over 
the  whole  of  the  country. 

1  have  already  noticed  the  frequent  visita  of  iho&e   who 
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came  to  inquire  what  new  or  needed  articles  I  had  brought 
to  Bell ;  but  far  greater  numbers  came  to  endeavour  to  induce 
me  to  buy.  Almost  all  classes  appear  exceedingly  fond  of 
bartering,  or  buying  and  selling;  and  no  long  intervals 
passed  with  me  uninterrupted  by  persons  coming  to  offer 
either  poultry,  eggs,  honey,  or  articles  of  native  manufacture, 
for  sale. 

Among  the  latter  were  somebeautifid  mats,  for  covering  their 
floors  or  forming  their  beds.  Their  sleeping-mats  are  generally 
of  one  uniform  colour,  but  in  some  instances  the  patterns 
are  worked  in  different  colours  formed  by  steeping  the  rushes 
in  native  dyes,  which  are  permanent,  and  yet  allow  the  rush 
to  retain  its  smooth  and  shining  appearance.  The  only 
colours  I  observed  in  these  articles  were  black  and  various 
shades  of  red. 

With  a  similar  kind  of  rush  they  also  weave  great  numbers 
of  matting-bags,  in  which  they  preserve  their  rice,  both  for 
their  own  use  and  for  exportation.  But  the  article  most 
extensively  manufactured  throughout  the  island,  both  for 
home  use  and  for  exportation,  is  a  coarse  kind  of  cloth 
woven  with  the  thread  or  strips  of  the  young  inner  leaflets 
of  the  rofia  palm.  These  leaflets  are  from  three  to  four 
feet  long,  but  in  weaving  the  cloth  a  number  of  the  split 
threads  are  fastened  together,  and  the  cloth  is  made  in 
pieces  generally  four  yards  in  length  and  nearly  a  yard 
wide.  The  texture  of  the  cloth  is  rather  coarse  and  stiff  to 
the  touch,  but  exceedingly  tough  and  durable;  the  colour 
is  a  sort  of  nankeen-yellow,  with  two  or  three  stripes  of 
blue,  produced  by  preparations  of  native  indigo,  extending 
through  the  whole  length.  Rofia  cloth  ih  used  for  many 
purposes  in  the  island,  and  constitutes  almost  the  only 
clothing  of  the  labouring  classes.  The  threads  of  this  cloth 
are  flat  and  untwisted.  I  have  entered  some  of  the  houses 
in  which  t.lip  proppps  of  weaving  was  going  on,  and  found  the 
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KkJiii  fixtrpnt'ply  siinpltf ;  tlie  process  is  laboHoufi  ainl  fflow.  At 
other  times  I  luu'e  steii  the  pcuple^  as  I  ]>a8aed  through  the 
villagefl,  ajTftiiglng  the  thresids  for  their  warp,  under  the  ahade 
of  overspreading  trees  outride  their  dwelUiigs. 

The  coloured  patterns  of  finer  cktlis  are  produced  hy  dying 
the  threadss,  not  hy  colouring  or  printing  the  cloth  after  it  w 
woven.  Hence  they  resemble  what  in  England  are  called 
giugham  and  plaid  patterns.  These  patterns  are  arranged 
with  great  exaetnesa  and  taste,  and  the  colours,  almost  alwayn 
rich  and  deep^,  are  much  mure  varied  and  numerous  than 
might  be  expected,  considering  the  ignorance  of  che.'mistry  iu 
their  fonnaticm.  I  saw  many  articles  of  drefta,  such  as  cloaka, 
co:itw,  jackets^  and  waistcoats,  made  of  rofia  clotij,  both  in 
Madagascar  and  Mautitiug,  and  waa  Burprised  at  the  freah- 
neaa  of  the  colours  even  in  the  oldest  cloths. 

Native  baskets  of  various  sizes  and  materials  were  also 
brought  tu  me  for  sale.  Some  of  these  were  oVilong,  like  a 
lady'n  work-box  in  size,  and  generally  woven  in  a  neat  pattern 
of  red  and  white,  or  with  the  addition  of  black.  Others  were 
snialttT  and  square,  covered  tt'ith  a  lid  to  which  a  handle  waa 
attacIiLHl  iu  a  curious  niauner.  But  the  most  beautiful  was  a 
small  kind  of  basket  or  woven  hoi^  made  of  a  silvery  white 
kind  of  grass  split  into  very  fine  threads  or  atrips,  plaited 
with  extreme  neatness,  and  almost  endlesa  diversity  of  l*eaii- 
tiful  pattern.  These  boxes  are  oblong  or  square,  fttid  vary  in 
size  from  half  an  inch  to  two,  three,  or  nine  inches  square. 
Nothing  can  surp(i*s  the  delicacy  of  the  workmanship  of  these 
articles,  in  wbicli,  like  the  mats,  there  is  no  carelebs  Joining, 
loo^  tbreail,  *»r  unfinisheti  part  to  be  found.  What  renders 
theiD  more  reniarkable  is  that  they  are  all,  even  the  Bmallfst, 
lineil  with  a  different  kind  of  plait,  so  that  they  have  the 
same  firmness,  durnhilily,  and  general  completeness  as  the 
matting.  Without  losing  anything  of  tbis,  they  are  many  ot 
tbem  90  email  as  scarcely  to  contain  u  latin's  ring,  and  cer- 
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taiuly  not  her  thimble.  I  Wlieve  ttiese  delicate  articles  are 
manufactured  only  by  the  women  of  the  Hovaa,  or  other 
tribes  occupying  the  centre  of  the  island. 

Besides  the  mats  and  baskets,  many  persons  are  employed 
in  the  manufacture  of  hats,  for  useamongst  the  natives,  for 
sale  to  the  ships*  crews,  or  for  exportation.  One  kind  is  made 
of  grass,  resembling  in  appearance  our  fine  English  straw, 
though  less  durable ;  others  are  made  of  different  species  of 
rushes,  sometimes  as  fine,  and  very  much  resembling  L^hom. 
They  are  well  shaped  and  durable,  an<l  exceedingly  valuable 
for  the  comfortable  shade  they  afford. 

All  these  articles,  though  sometimes  brought  for  sale  by  the 
men,  were  manufactured  by  the  women ;  the  rofia  cloth  and 
the  coarser  kinds  of  mats  by  the  slaves.  A  man  and  his  wife 
resided  in  the  same  compound  or  enclosure  with  me,  though 
they  did  not  belong  to  the  owner  of  the  house,  but  to  different 
masters.  I  observed  that  the  woman  was  chiefly  employed 
in  the  gathering  and  drying  of  rushes,  and  in  the  manufac- 
turing of  large  mat*  or  bags  for  rice,  both  of  which  were  sold 
for  the  benefit  of  her  master. 

I  was  sometimes  amused  with  the  perseverance  mtuiifested 
by  the  venders  of  different  kinds  of  goods,  who  continued  to 
come  time  after  time,  notwithstanding  the  most  explicit  de- 
claration that  none  of  their  articles  were  needed.  One  man, 
who  hajl  brought  poultry  and  fish,  and  then  matting  and 
baskets,  but  without  success,  most  importunately  demanded 
what  I  did  want.  I  told  him  that^  if  during  his  journeys  in 
the  forests,  he  should  meet  with  any  plants  or  flowers  such  as 
I  8howe<l  him  drawings  of,  I  would  buy  them  of  him,  provided 
they  were  of  the  right  sorts.  He  seemed  quite  delighted,  and 
said  he  would  bring  some,  offering  at  the  same  time  to  be- 
come my  aide-de-camp,  and  to  carry  out  my  wishes  in  r^ard 
to  anything  I  might  desire  to  obtain,  I  begged  to  decline 
his  proposal  for  this  permanent  appointment,  but  assured 
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liim  again  tbat  {f  he  found  any  of  tlip  }>Iaiits  I  waa  anxiouH  to 
obtain,  I  woiilil  rewaril  dim  for  liis  troulJe. 

Most  of  the  parties  who  came  with  articlea  for  aale  re- 
QiaiueJ  only  a  short  thne:  others,  however,  made  much  loDger 
visits,  and  aa  my  object  wtts  to  learn  as  much  as  possible  of 
their  opinions  aud  circumataiiceH  iu  reference  to  Hubjecta 
■which  were  to  me  most  interesting,  they  were  encouraged 
to  come  as  often  and  Ut  stay  as  long  as  they  chose.  My 
knowledge  of  llie  language  was  still  extremely  limited,  and 
when  we  luivauired  beyond  tlje  nitjre  common-place  terms  of 
civility  on  meeting  an<l  parting,  I  generally  proposed  to  them 
to  write  duwu  what  they  hud  to  aay.  In  this  inatiner  they 
often  propoNt-d  dei;ply  iiittrresLJng  and  important  inquiries.  1 
then  wrote  down  my  rep!ien,  or  such  queationa.  as  I  wished 
them  to  answer;  and  though  thia  process  was  somewhat  te- 
dkms,  it  had,  wi  1  was  circnniKtanced,  KuTue^eat  advantages, 
fi>r  by  this  means  I  was  able  to  presence  much  valuable  iu- 
formatiun  which  might  otherwise  hare  beea  forgotten;  and 
althuugh  in  the  expreanion  of  my  own  sentimeuta  or  wishes  1 
might  not  have  been  quite  correct,  yet,  by  the  help  of  the 
Malagasy  dictionary  and  the  i!>cripturew  translated  into  that 
language,  I  could  always  be  sure  of  the  right  words  for  the 
thingR  I  wished  to  state,  though  I  miglit  Htill  he  at  fault  with 
the  prefixeM  or  affixes  of  different  words,  which,  Uke  the  hooks 
and  chains  which  link  the  carriages  of  a  railway  train  together, 
unite  in  their  proper  order  the  chief  words  of  a  aentence. 

On  weveml  Huhjecta  of  iuterej*t  I  hail  written  to  intelligent 
natives  in  other  parts  of  the  island,  and  received  fntui  them 
very  ample  communicationa,  which  often  furnished  matter 
for  much  plea'^iug,  auil  to  me  instn^ctive  couversation.  The 
iKioks  I  had  with  me.  some  of  them  ilhiHtrated.alBo  auggestml 
topics  of  earne.>!t  and  repeated  iuqinry  on  the  part  of  my 
visitors,  whose  interest  never  tired,  while  the  feeling  seemed 
deep  and  powerful  in  reference  to  the  subjects  which  thua 
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engaged  our  attention.  The  opinions  entertained,  the  usages 
observed,  the  course  of  procedure  followed  by  individuals 
or  communities  in  other  Christian  countries,  were  all  matters 
of  lively  interest  to  them ;  and,  to  the  best  of  my  ability,  I 
endeavoured  to  give  them,  on  these  and  similar  subjects, 
such  information  as  seemed  most  likely  to  be  useful  as  well 
as  interesting  to  them. 

The  subject  of  general  education  was  always  a  welcome 
and  interesting  topic.  Many  seemed  anxious  also  to  know 
more  of  the  world,  as  well  as  the  condition  and  punmits  of 
its  various  inhabitants;  and  I  often  regretted  that  I  had  not 
with  me  an  atlas,  some  good  maps,  or  a  globe,  which  might, 
at  one  view,  have  corrected  many  of  their  erroneous  ideas  on 
questions  of  geography ;  while  the  same  means  might  have 
given  them  more  correct  ideas  of  the  general  outline,  relative 
position,  and  extent  of  the  several  portions  of  our  globe.  The 
war  with  the  Russians,  which  about  this  time  commenced, 
though  naturally  a  subject  of  great  excitement,  and  of  fre- 
quent conversation  among  the  foreigners  residing  on  the 
island  or  visiting  the  port,  did  not  appear  to  interest  the 
people  so  much  as  some  of  the  reports  they  had  heard  of  rail- 
ways and  steam  navigation,  or  the  electric  tel^fraph.  I  did 
not  hear  that  a  steain-vessel  had  ever  visited  Tamatave. 

In  answer  to  my  inquiries,  I  learned  that  although  there 
were  no  longer  any  pid)lic  schools,  most  of  the  intelligent 
members  of  the  commimity  were  deeply  sensible  of  the  value 
of  education,  and  that  the  chiefs,  and  others  who  were  able 
to  read,  usetl  their  best  endeavours  to  teach  their  own  chil- 
dren. I  was  also  informed,  but  am  not  certain  how  correctly, 
that  books  with  the  woi-ds  arranged  in  lines  extending  across 
the  page  were  prohibited ;  but  that  books  with  the  words 
arranged  in  columns — I  suppose  spelling-books — would  be 
gladly  received. 

I  was  naturally  led  to  make  many  inquiries  respecting  the 
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Christ! nil »,  anil  received  far  more  ainjile  and  explicit  iiifortna- 
tion  than  I  liail  antLL-ipate<i.  All  ^pukir  of  tlie  great  hanlrthipH 
they  had  eiirtured,  of  the  mnmpoiichalillif  teiiuiirof  their  lives  in 
every  respect  in  which  their  religion  was  not  conoemed :  their 
religion  was  their  only  crime.  Opiniiins  varied  much  as  to 
their  uiirabers,  some  parties  expreaaing  themselves  an  if  such 
hofl  been  the  severe  and  decisive  character  of  the  measureB 
a^lopted  to  prevent  the  spread  of  their  opinions  among  the 
people,  tliat  hut  fow  remained.  (Itliers,  however^  were  of  a 
different  opinion,  though  all  aj^reeil  in  stating  that  no  Chris- 
tian observancefl  were  any  longer  pnblicly  prnctlHed  in  the 
country. 

ConverwitionK  on  this  all-impDrtant  snhject  were  rendered 
the  rnon-  interesting  to  nii-,  as  well  as  more  iiiHtnietive  iind 
affecting,  from  the  circuniutance  of  such  converaations  being 
frequently  maintained  with  thowi  who  had  heeri  personally 
Connected  with  the  prnceedings  to  which  they  reftrred,  and  in- 
volved in  all  tlioir  fearful  consetiuenees.  Int-ereourse,  the  most 
frank  and  cnrdial,  was  often  held  in  this  manner  with  those 
who  had  tlipmselveR  been  made  acquainteil  with  what  these 
people  believed  with  the  truth  a  of  Divine  revelation;  who 
had  experienci'd  woniething  of  the  morally  tmnafurtning  influ- 
ence of  that  trntb,  and  had  clierisheil  the  liopee  of  fiitnre 
bleflSiedifleBS  which  it  alone  can  inspire.  They  liad  nlsn 
Buffered  much  in  the  present  life  for  their  hopes  of  the  life 
to  come.  8ome  had  endured  the  ordeal  of  the  tangena,  or 
poiaon-water;  sorae  had  suffered  degradation,  fine,  bondage, 
and  convict  labour^  on  aceonnt  of  having;  Iteen  implicated  with 
the  (Christians.  They  Imre  in  their  budien  the  marks  uf  their 
siifferiaga.  Their  comnmnicatiniiR,  therefore,  were  not  mere 
recitals  of  crude  speculations,  nor  endeavours  to  satisfy  an 
aiinleHK  cnriosity.  but  related  to  n^attere  with  the  inipurtannx* 
of  which  they  bad  been  deeply  impressed,  and  in  which  they 
had  felt  a  personal  and  anxious  Holicitiide  upon  their  minds 
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and  hearts ;  tlie  tnith  had  operated  like  seed  germinating 
upon  a  virgin  soil,  and  the  freshness  and  vigour  of  its 
growth  had  been  proportionate.  I  could  not  avoid  noticii^ 
the  absence  of  all  bitter  and  vindictive  feelings  towards  those 
who  had  inflicted  the  sufferings  they  had  borne.  They 
seemed  to  regard  It  as  permitted  by  Crod,  and  to  speak  of  it 
as  a  cause  for  exercising  confidence  in  the  Most  High. 

The  circumstances  of  the  individuals  about  whom  we  of^en 
conversed  had  been  peculiar  and  almost  unprecedented  in 
the  annals  of  the  past.  Those  from  whom  alone  they  hod 
received  instruction  on  the  subject  of  religion  had  been 
removed  almost  as  soon  as  their  lessons  had  begun  to  take 
effect;  and  thus  deprived  of  their  teachers,  but  few  means 
were  left  to  them  of  supplying  the  deficiency  which  must 
have  been  severely  felt  They  had  been  required  by  the 
authorities  under  whom  they  lived  to  surrender  all  their 
books,  and  the  few  retained  were  forbidden  to  be  used. 
The  chief  means  of  preserving  their  faith  were  small  por- 
tions of  Gwl's  Word.  As,  in  our  physical  organisation,  the 
loss  of  one  faculty  is  often  attended  with  the  augmented 
efficiency  of  those  that  remain,  so  with  regard  to  their  means 
of  spiritual  improvement,  deprived  of  all  other  advantages, 
and  possessing  that  which  remained  only  in  a  very  limited 
degree,  they  seemed  to  have  acquired  a  familiarity  with 
those  portions  of  Divine  truth  to  which  they  had  access,  and 
to  have  studied  thein  with  an  avidity,  affection,  and  perseve- 
rance truly  wonderful.  From  all  the  accounts  that  were 
given,  the  Truth  seems  to  have  been  sought  as  a  priceless 
treasure,  and  hoarded  in  their  hearts  as  sometliing  more 
precious  than  gold  and  dearer  than  life.  Their  faith  in  its 
entireness  and  solidity  was  based  simply  on  the  Scriptures. 
They  seem  neither  to  have  known  nor  thought  of  any  system 
or  creed  as  such,  but  to  have  regarded  the  truth  of  the 
Bible  as  that  which  was  able  to  make  them  wise  for  both 
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wnrtdfi.  Tntimaiely  asKociater!  with  tlieir  rarpful  study  of 
the  ScHptiires  Keems  tn  have  been  their  constant  habit  nf 
pmyer.  It  flften  appeared  to  me  that  they  might  have  been 
appropriately  called  by  the  same  name  as  that  by  which  the 
early  ChriHiians  in  the  South  Sea  Lslandu  were  imiversally 
designated,  tlie  prrntflng  petrpU.  The  Word  of  Ciod  and 
prayer  eeem  to  have  beem  the  two  sources  whence  they 
derived  that  vigour  and  maturity  of  Chribitian  character  which 
they  have  presented  to  the  worhL 

In  these  men,  a.s  well  as  elsewhere.  Divine  truth  had 
produceil  those  astonishing  transformation  a  of  character 
which  rendered  them  witnessea  for  Gnd,  living  evidence^;,  the 
nnequivoeal,  imniistakable  subjects  of  a  wonderful  moral 
change. 

The  standard  of  mora!  excellence  which,  bo  ftu*  as  I  could 
leant,  the  ChristinnR.  had  selected^  was  simply  that  which  is 
presented  by  the  ^>oriptnres,  and  to  attain  this  standard  and 
practically  but  uioyt  uuobtrudvely  to  exhibit  it  to  othere, 
appears  to  have  been  their  constant  aim,  at  the  «ime  time 
that  it  proved  one  undeniable  source  of  their  sufferings;  for 
the  ititroductiou  and  exeinpUficatinn  of  tlie  morality  of  the 
Bible  was  said  to  be  changing  the  customs  of  the  country. 
Still  it  was  even  aclinowledged  by  some  whof+c  office  it  wna 
to  try,  condemn,  and  punish  the  profetwors  of  this  faith, 
that  their  conduct  was  indeed  dlfl'erent  from  that  of  otheru. 
We  dii  not  wonder  at  the  observation  of  one  of  these  judges 
who,  when  reinarking  on  the  RcrnpulouB  exactness  with  which 
property  Committed  to  their  tniat  had  been  returned,  ob- 
served, "  These  people  would  be  gooil  servants  indeed  if  it 
were  not  for  their  praying." 

Besides  intercourse  with  the  people  in  reference  to  what 
had  been  the  aspect  which  the  Gospel  had  presented  in  those 
who  professed  it,  I  addressed  a  number  of  inquiries  to  peraonu 
of  different  classes^  and  their  teatimony  confirmed  the  views 
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here  given  of  the  consistent  lives  of  those  who  were  regarded 
as  Christians  and  continued  to  he  numbered  with  the  people 
of  God.  Doubtless  there  were  exceptions,  but  they  were  only 
exceptions ;  and  such  was  the  general  nature  of  the  evidence 
given  in  their  favour,  and  such,  we  have  reason  to  believe, 
had  been  in  reality  the  blameless  tenour  of  their  lives. 

At  the  time  of  my  visit,  these  people  had  been  seventeen 
or  eighteen  years  without  any  foreign  teachers,  or  any  ex- 
perienced counsellor  or  guide ;  and  as  I  heard  that  at 
different  times  there  had  been  considerable  numbers,  I  was 
led  to  make  inquiries  respecting  the  course  they  had  pursued 
in  reference  to  such  proceedings  as  woidd  be  likely  to  be 
engaged  in  by  persons  dwelling  near  or  holding  social  inter- 
course together.  ^Tiile  I  heard  of  nothing  to  disturb  the 
tmseliish  affection,  the  benevolent  consideration,  and  the 
sacred  fellowship  which  they  seem  to  have  shared  together, 
I  was  as  much  surprised  as  delighted  to  find  that  their 
organisation  for  the  purpose  of  mutual  edification  and  the 
spiritual  benefit  of  others,  had  been  according  to  the  plain 
and  simple  model  propounded  in  the  Holy  Scriptures.  Just  as 
it  is  there  exhibited,  so  far  as  their  means  admitted  and  their 
necessities  required,  it  had  been  by  them  adopted ;  and 
whatever  distinctive  form  their  ecclesiastical  polity,  if  such  a 
term  be  applicable,  may  in  any  future  age  assume,  all  that 
can  be  said  of  the  Martyr  Church  of  Madagascar  in  its  earlier 
years  is,  that  it  has  been  built  by  its  own  members,  guided, 
we  trust,  by  God's  Spirit,  upon  the  foundation  of  the  few 
solid  and  imperishable  principles  set  forth  in  the  teaching  of 
the  New  Testament. 

It  has  been  already  stated  that  the  government  of  Mada- 
gascar had  forbidden  the  performance  of  any  act  of  Christian 
worship  under  the  severest  penalties.  There  has  consequently 
been  no  public  worship  or  other  outward  religious  observance ; 
but  I  learned  that  in  reference  to  those  teachings  which 
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enjoin  tlie  avuwal  nf  »uch  as  make  profession  of  their 
faitfi.  und  l.he  uiiitiiig  in  fetlnwship  for  comraemnrHtiiig  that 
tirdinance  whereby  the  disciplea  of  the  Ltjrd  Jesus  tlo  show 
forth  his  death  till  Ht*  come,  they  had  heen  accustomed  in 
more  than  one  locality  t-i  follow  as  closely  as  possible  the 
few  simple  and  afl'trctin^  ilirectiona  of  the  Savi^itir  himself, 
and  the  illuatration  of  those  giveu  by  the  great  apostle  of  the 
Geutilefi.  They  had,  T  wa«  informed,  at  times  found  a  dif- 
Hculty  w-ith  regard  to  the  elements  to  \ye.  nsed ;  but,  so  far  as 
their  circumstances  athipitted,  they  hart  followed,  as  their  safe 
and  unerring  guide,  the  Word  of  inspired  Truth.  If,  in 
relation  to  any  of  these  subjects,  they  had  not  observed  all 
that  may  be  taught  in  the  New  Testament,  they  had  added 
nothing  thereunto.  Nothing  traceable  to  the  latent  influence 
of  idolatry,  or  tiommended  by  imaginary  titne^ss  or  advantage, 
had.  So  far  as  I  heard,  been  introduced,  but  they  had  been 
content  in  these  and  other  mattery  to  adhere  to  the  written 
Word;  only  too  thankful  when  permitted  peacefully  to  do  no. 
I  was  informed  that,  although  they  knew  the  peril  t«  which 
they  were  exposed,  they  had  been  accnstfimed  to  iiaten  tr> 
U»e  word«  of  insiti-uction  and  encoviragement,  to  aing  the 
praise  of  the  Divine  Redeemer,  and  to  draw  near  the  raercy- 
Beat  in  prayer.  These  iiiiinple  services  were  held  not  only 
in  the  habitatiuns  of  men,  thouj,'h  chiefly  at  the  midnight 
hour,  but  also  on  the  distant  mountain's  side^  in  the  dreary 
cavern,  or  in  the  concealment  of  the  remote  and  almost  im- 
pervious forest. 

Love  of  life,  and  nature's  first  great  impulse,  self-preserva- 
tion, hml  induced  such  gatheriugn.  as  thei^e,  because  their  creed 
and  their  conduct  had  been  declared  by  the  government  to 
be  criminal  and  injurious  to  the  nation*  There  did  not, 
hovirever,  appeiir  ta  have  been,  the  slightest  foundntion  for 
any  auch  conclusion^  ao  far  aa  the  sentiments  or  the  conduct 
of  the  Christians  had  been  concerned.     Many  had  been  the 
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channels  through  which  accusations  against  them  had  come 
to  the  authorities  during  the  long  perioti  of  their  proscrip- 
tion. Sometimes  it  was  by  the  suliordinates  of  those  in 
authority  who  were  ordered  to  track  their  steps  and  to  listen 
or  spy  around  their  dwellings;  sometimes  hy  those  to  whom, 
impelled  by  the  yearnings  of  love  to  their  souls,  they  had 
declared  the  foundation  of  their  own  hopes;  sometimes  by 
their  nearest  relatives.  The  father  had  sometimes  accused 
his  child.  Indictments  against  some  had  been  preferred  by 
those  to  whom  the  same  mother  had  given  birth,  and  with 
whom  they  would  otherwise  have  been  laid,  after  death,  side 
by  side  in  the  same  tomb.  Even  the  slaves  who  for  years 
had  served  in  their  families,  and  had  thus  become  acquainted 
with  all  their  habits,  had  been  admitted  as  accusers  and 
witnesses  against  them.  Yet  none  of  these  had  laid  to  their 
charge  anything  but  their  religion. 

On  the  other  hand,  much  hatl  been  by  the  same  means 
adduced  in  their  favour.  They  did  not  deny  that  they  had 
prayed,  but  freely  and  frankly,  and  no  one  impeached  their 
testimony,  declared  that  they  had  prayed  for  their  sovereign 
and  her  officers,  for  the  good  of  the  kingdom,  and  the  pros- 
perity and  happiness  of  the  people.  No  contrary  evidence 
was  ever  brought  forward,  and  even  their  judges,  after  listen- 
ing to  the  items  of  accusation  gainst  them,  have  been  known 
to  declare  that  there  was  no  harm  in  that ;  but  the  reading 
of  the  book  and  the  praying  had  been  prohibited,  and  slavery, 
torture,  or  death  was  the  penalty  of  disregarding  such  pro- 
hibition. The  book  had  taught  them  to  fear  God  and  honour 
the  king,  and  prayer  ha<l  been  the  means  of  enabling  them  to 
do  both,  to  meet  the  claims  of  the  present  life,  and  yet  to 
cherish  the  hope  of  the  life  which  is  to  come.  As  one  of 
their  own  number  simply  yet  forcibly  expressed  it,  when, 
tuiving  l>eea  condemned  to  die  on  account  of  his  faith,  a 
message  was  brought  in  the  name  of  the  sovereign  to  the 
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effect  that  if  he  would  renounce  hia  religion,  and  serve  t\Z. 
queen,  not  only  should  liia  life  be  spared,  but  all  the  benefits 
of  the  Bovereif^'a  favour  should  be  bestowed,  he  thanked 
the  queen  for  the  message,  but  declared  he  could  not  forsake 
Christ.  TTe  was  not  insensible  to  the  advantftges  offered; 
though  the  cjueen-fl  benefits  could  only  extend  to  this  life» 
and  the  favour  of  his  Saviour  would  last  for  ever.  "  Yet^"  he 
a<Ided,  "I  can  serve  the  queen."  The  answer  was  not  deemed 
Hatiafactory,  and  he  waa  put  to  death- 
Had  the  Authoritiea  or  the  people  in  general  understood 
and  appreciated  the  principles  and  character  of  the  Christians) 
the  government  would  have  perceived  that  it  was  cutting  the 
sinews  of  its  strengtli  by  deatroyiag  them,  and  depriving  the 
community  of  itfl  most  valuable  menibera.  The  time  has, 
perhflps,  not  yet  arrived  for  us  to  become  acquainted  with  all, 
or  even  with  the  principal  motives  by  which  the  present 
governmejit  has  been  iiifluenced;  but  their  proceedings  have 
developed  principles,  on  the  recognition  of  which  depeudy  the 
stability  of  all  human  organif^tious,  and  have  afforded  iltus- 
tratious  of  lessons^  often  taught  before,  and  which  are  of  the 
deepeut  interest  to  all  concerned  for  the  liberties  and  the 
well-being  of  mankind.  What  Nebuchadnezzar  attempteil 
on  the  plains  of  Dura,  what  the  Roman  emperor  attempted 
in  the  daya  of  Pliny,  and  what  more  recent  rulers,  in  after 
times,  have  attempted  in  the  states  of  Europe,  ha'*  in  our 
times  been  attempted  in  HadagasMr,  modified,  it  may  be,  by 
the  external  usages  of  the  age  or  the  eircuragtancea  of  the 
people,  but  differing  little  in  the  epirtt,  the  agency,  or  the 
end. 

With  the  results  of  the  past  we  are  acquainted ;  the  issue  of 
the  present,  though  admitting  of  no  doubt,  either  to  the 
student  of  history  or  the  believer  in  revelation,  remains  yet  to 
be  disclosed.  Eventa  have  taken  place  in  the  present  day  in 
Madagascar  which  will  perhaps  exert  a  more  powerful  in- 
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flueoce  than  has  yet  been  appsj-eDt  over  tte  future  of  that 
people>  ir  not  on  other  nations. 

More  tbun  twenty  years  LflTe  pAABcd  siuce  the  professioa 
of  the  CUmtian  fkith  was  publicly  prohibits  in  MadagELBcar^ 
and  during  this  period  every  available  means  havt;  been  om- 
ployed,  often  with  Bubtilu  ingeuuity  and  great  severity,  to 
enforce  the  prohibition^  Death  has  not  only  been  inflicted, 
but,  in.  the  preliminary  trealruent  of  the  condemned,  and  in 
the  manner  and  circumj^tancea  of  their  puniehmeiit,  it  Um 
been  an  object  to  awguient  the  agony  of  their  sufl'eriogs,  and 
to  render  the  prospect  of  death  most  frightfully  appalling. 
The  firat  Chrietian  martyr  in  Madagascar  suffered  In  1837, 
the  second  in  the  following  year-  Three  or  fotir  yewre  after, 
nine  at  least  were  put  to  death  in  such  a  manner,  and  with 
fiuch  accompanying  circuinHtauces,  as  were  intended  to  involve 
the  supposed  criminals  in  the  deepest  ignominy.  In  the  year 
1846  the  sufferings  of  the  people  appear  to  hare  been  great; 
bnt  the  severest  persecution  to  which  they  were  subjected, 
and  in  which  the  greatest  niiuiber  fell,  occurred  in  the  year 
lS-19.  At  this  period  a  few  saved  their  livea  by  escaping 
from  the  island.  Some  of  these  visited  our  country*,  ajid  all 
eventually  found  a^i  asylum  in  Mauritius.  Othera,  I  Yma  in- 
formed, who  had  been  either  sentenced  to  die,  or  who  had 
too  much  reosun  to  fear  that  if  seized  their  livea  would  be 
forfeited,  escaped,  and  either  remained  in  concealment  or 
became  honielesa  wanderers  in  the  country. 

But  besides  these,  multitudes,  probably  amounting  to 
thousands,  and  including  those  of  every  rank  and  age,  from 
the  unconscious  infant  who,  with  its  parenta,  bad  been  sold 
into  slavery,  to  the  venerable  sdre  whose  lung  life  had  been 
spent  in  the  service  of  hia  country, — or  from  the  aoble»  whose 
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nak  and  Uneft^ft  pkeed  him  bcwr  U»v  ihrvMi^  lo  tk«  pMtr  Mil 
MendOen  akre, — ftll  had  been  panuiml  (xv  mpfKwd  or  ft^- 
kBOwlfidgad  putktpuioii  ia  tho  mding  of  th«  Chnaliui\  hook 
or  the  oflerin^  of  the  C3iriadui>i  fmqpvr.  The  piinbhttKQtai  in- 
flietod  hsd  been  aJixKist  »  Tui«d  aa  tiw  cnndithw  or  tho 
cirooBOtaMes  of  tho  cnmiital.  Th«  tantrnus  or  onliwl  t^f 
p^nft-viter^  had  frequeuUj  boon  aduu^M^MVil  nith  ftXtX 
offsets.  Fine*  had  beea  iuiraae^  from  a  aingt^  di4Ur  to  mi 
ftmouat  equal  to  th«  ottunated  valiM  *i  whkdi  4  doliuqucDl  or 
his  fiunily  could  be  nutwmoiL  Thus,  on  on9  oocMioih  a 
priuce  wm  fined  100  dolUni»  oftimiUeil  ns  lialf  lii«  rod«mfiUon 
price.  ConfisokUoa  and  wixuro  had  tieen  made  of  hoiue  uid 
land,  and  of  every  kind  of  propoity  halonglng  to  tho  acciumL, 
Alultitudm  w«re  rednceil  to  alarezy^  weAd  in  lh«  public  innrkotMi 
aud  subjected  to  all  thoordiiuurymissriwrwnUilnic  ft\nn  mjpm* 
ration  fram  iheir  noarost  roUtlToa*  frequoatly  with  ivo  ostra 
conditions  intended  to  enhance  the  Mverity  of  tliclr  ptminh- 
ment,  viz.,  tbat  tlipy  should  only  l>e  sold  to  (liiMt-^  who  would 
engage  to  niakt;  iiwm  lahoitr  cuntinuoutily,  and  thai  Ibtiir 
Felotivw  or  friondii  should  not  be  nllowod  to  redeem  them, 
hut  that  they  t^houlil  \n\  na  it  wa»  exprettietl,  "  Uko  <ivet>i.1ii  of 
the  waste,  bowing  down  tbeir  hoad«  till  tlioy  tliLnU"  Aniuii^t 
tlifl  communicntionii  whiuh  1  received,  were  tlcfi^ply  aATeetin^ 
accounts  of  tho  clroumHtftncoit  of  wmie  who,  ninetoen  yoani 
before,  or  at  a  Inter  i>eiii)d,  had  lieen  t<nld  into  ^avery,  Mid  of 
the  prieeti  wliii-h  bad  been  j>aid  for  lliuni  hy  thrir  purohiuin^ 
Sonne  of  these  were  the  widowM  of  IIlmko  wlui  hmi  Ifeeii  piit  lc» 
death,  some  wrire  single  mini  or  wonif  n,  !>tliierM  wito  lirmln  of 
families,  and  their  wivi'n  and  rhiltlren  weie  wtM  with  thern. 
The  priced  ranged  tram  23  to  90  dullarN  for  a  Kindle  indl- 
nidual,  and  from  110  dallam  for  a  uuui  luid  hln  wifu  to  178 
fur  a  man  and  three  children. 

NumlKirs,  not  sold  into  perpetual  Klavery,  luid  lu'i'U  ri'ihirri) 
in  rank  and  sentenced  trj  the  liurdecit  kind*  of  labuiir,  Hueh  an 
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quarrying,  or  carrying  stones  for  the  erection  of  government 
buildings,  or  other  equally  severe  labour.  Several  who, 
though  of  considerable  rank,  had  for  a  long  time  thus 
laboured,  and  some  amongst  them  who  have  ^nce  carried  to 
their  graves  the  marks  of  their  punishments,  were  my  frequent 
visitors;  others,  I  learned,  had  been  tortured  with  stripes 
Some  had  been  sentenced  to  imprisonment,  and  were  then  in 
confinement ;  some  were  wandering  as  outcasts  from  sooiety ; 
others,  including  men  and  women  of  rank  and  station,  had 
been  loaded  with  rude  and  cumbrous  fetters,  and  a  number 
had  been  put  to  death. 

>  I  obtained  a  detailed  and  deeply  affecting  account,  written 
in  the  native  language,  with  the  substance  of  it  also  in  English, 
of  the  trials  of  the  Christians  in  1 849,  the  period  of  the  last 
severe  persecution.  Numbers  were  informed  against,  and 
apprehended  by  officers  of  government  bearing  a  silver  spear 
designated  "The  hater  of  lies,"  and  numbers,  on  the  re- 
quisition of  the  government,  acknowledged  their  having  en- 
gaged in  Christian  worship.  The  nature  of  their  offence  may 
be  inferred  from  the  subjoined  recital  of  the  practices  of  which 
they  were  accused  during  the  last  persecution.  When  a 
mtmber  of  them  were  then  arraigned,  it  was  asked  by  the 
chief  oflBcer,  "What  is  this  that  you  do?  This  that  the 
queen  hates — that  which  says  believe  in  it  or  him  and  obey 
the  Gospel ;  refusing  to  fight  and  quarrel  with  each  other ;  re- 
fusing to  swear  by  their  sisters  with  a  stubbornness  like  that 
of  stones  or  wood ;  observing  the  Sabbath  aa  a  day  of  rest ; 
the  taking  of  the  juice  of  the  grape  and  a  little  bread,  and 
invoking  a  blessing  on  the  head,  and  then  falling  down  to  the 
ground,  and  when  the  head  is  raised,  the  tears  running  down 
from  the  eyes.  Now,  are  you  to  do  these  things,  or  are  you 
not? — for  such  things,  it  is  said,  are  done  by  the  praying 
people,  and  on  this  account  the  people  are  made  to  take  the 
oath."    Then  Bamary  stood  up  before  the  people,  and  said, — 
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"  I  believe  in  (rod,  for  He  haa  made  all  things,  and  I  follow 
(or  believe)  the  Gospel  of  God*  And  in  regard  to  fighting  or 
qiiftrrelling",  if  we,  who  ai'e  one  people,  figbt  and  quarrel 
(among  ourselree),  what  good  would  be  done?  But  if  the 
enemies  of  our  country  come,  the  servants  of  God  will  fight. 
And  in  regard  to  swearing,  if  tbe  truth  ia  told,  does  swearing 
make  the  truth  a  lie?  And,  if  a^  lie  is  told,  does  swearing 
make  the  lie  truth  ?  For  the  truth  ia  truth,  and  a  lie  is  a  lie, 
whether  sworn  to  or  not,  I  put  my  trust  in  God,  and  in 
Jesua  Christj  the  .Saviour  and  Redeemer  of  all ;  He  is  able  to 
be  that  to  all  that  believe." 

Of  the  numbers  implicated  some  idea  may  be  formed  from 
the  fact,  that  at  one  time  and  at  one  place,  37  who  had 
explained  or  preached  tlie  Word  were  reduced  to  slavery  with 
their  witm  and  children ;  42  who  had  possessed  books  were 
made  slaves,  and  tbeir  property  seized  s  27  who  had  possessed 
books,  and  who  had  preached,  or  explained,  were  made  slaves 
with  their  wives  and  children ;  6  with  whom  it  was  a  second 
offence  were  imprisoned;  2055  had  paid  one  dollar  each;  18 
had  been  put  to  death ;  14  hurled  from  the  at^)  rock;  and 
4  burnt  alivSi 

Those  who  had  been  appointed  to  die  were  treated  with 
the  greatest  indignity.  They  were  wrapped  in  old  torn  or 
dirty  mats,  and  rags  were  stuffed  into  their  mouths.  Seven- 
teen of  tbem  bad  been  tied  each  along  a  pole,  and  had  been 
thus  carried  between  two  men  bearing  the  pole  on  their 
shoulders  to  tbe  place  where  sentence  was  to  be  pronounced. 
One  of  their  number  being  a  young  female,  walked  behind  the 
rest.  Four  of  tbera  being  nobles  were  not  killed  in  the  or- 
dinary way,  as  there  is  an  aversion  to  the  shedding  of  the 
blood  of  nobles  ;^ — they  were  therefore  sentenced  to  be  burued. 
Mlien  the  sentence  was  prononuced,  some  derided,  and  the 
condemned  were  then  carried  away  to  the  places  of  execution. 
The  four  nobles  were  burned  alive  in  a  place  by  themselves. 
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TwQ  of  them,  viz.  Andriampinery  ftud  Ramanaiidalftna,  were 
husband  and  wife,  the  latter  expecting  to  become  a  mother. 
At  the  place  of  execution  life  was  offered  them  if  they  would 
take  the  required  Idolatroua  oath.  Declining  to  do  this,  tiiey 
were  bound,  nud  laid  on  the  pile  of  wood  or  placed  be- 
tween  split  poles,  more  wood  being  heapeil  upon  them,  and 
the  pile  was  then  kindletl.  Amidst  the  smoke  and  blaze  of 
the  burning  wood  the  pangs  of  maternity  were  added  to  those 
of  an  agonising  death,  and  at  this  awful  moment  the  martyr's 
child  was  Iwru.  I  asked  my  informants  what  the  eificu* 
tioners  or  byetanders  did  with  the  babe :  they  answered, 
"  Thruirt  it  into  the  fiames,  where  its  body  was  burned  with  its 
parents',  its  spirit  to  ascend  with  theirs  to  God," 

The  remaining  fourteen  were  taken  to  &  place  of  common 
execution,  whither  a  number  of  felons  who  bod  been  een- 
teneed  to  death  were  alao  taken  to  be  executed  together  with 
the  Christians,  The  latter  were  put  to  death  by  being  thrown 
over  a  steep  precipice — the  Tarpeian  Bock  of  Antananarivo. 
Each  one  was  auepended  by  a  cord  on  or  near  the  edge  of  the. 
precipice,  and  there  oflered  life  on  condition,  of  renouncing 
Clirist  and  taking  the  required  oaths.  Of  these  there  was 
one  who,  though  in  the  proBpect  of  an  ignominious,  instant, 
and  violent  deatli,  spoke  with  such  calm  self-possession  and 
humble  confidence  and  hope  of  the  near  prospect  of  glory 
and  im^mortal  blesisedness,  as  very  deeply  to  affect  those 
around  him.  The  young  woman  who  had  walked  to  the  place 
of  execution  it  \Pas  hoped  would  be  induced  to  recant.  With 
this  view  she  was,  according  t«  orders,  reserved  until  the  last, 
and  placed  in  Buch  a  position  as  to  see  all  the  others,  one 
after  another,  hurled  over  the  fatal  rock.  So  far  from  being 
intimidated  ahe  requeeted  to  follow  her  friends,  when  the  idol 
keeper  present  struck  her  on  the  face  and  urged  her  to  take 
the  oath  and  acknowledge  the  idols.  She  refiised,  and  begged 
to  share  the  fate  of  her  friends.     The  executioner  then  said, 
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"  She  ig  an  idiot  and  does  not  know  what  she  myn.  Take 
Ler  away;"  she  was  then  taken  from  the  pluoe  and  afterwards 
eant  to  a  distant  part  of  the  conutry. 

lliese  fearful  deeds  of  blocxl  and  fire  were  perpftrateil  in 
the  month  of  March,  1849,  and  I  did  not  V'nm  Ihiit  Biiice  that 
period  perBecutiou  had  been  so  violent  m  before,  or  tliftt  any 
had  been  put  to  death. 

Such  appear  to  be  some  of  the  more  prominent  outlinea  of 
the  progress  of  Christianity  in  Madagtiscar  down  to  the  period 
abore  specified.  Of  its  present  state  all  that  is  suitable  to 
say  IB,  that  there  is  much  to  eall  forth  sincere  sympathy  with 
the  sufferers,  to  stimulat-e  the  prayers  and  encourage  the  ho7>eH 
of  those  to  whom  its  progress  is  nu  object  of  inleresrt  and  boH- 
dtude.  The  hoetility  of  the  higher  powers  to  the  Chritflian 
religion  did  not,  from  alt  I  saw  and  heard,  appear  to  bo  oo 
active  and  determined  as  formerly.  This  might  be  in  part 
accounted  for  by  the  combined  influence  of  several  events, 
which,  in  the  coiirse  of  Divine  Providence,  have,  since  that 
period,  occurred.  Amongst  these  might  l>e  mentioned  the 
adoption  of  the  Christian  faith  by  the  young  prince,  lh« 
queen's  only  son,  and  the  heir  apparent  to  the  throne.  Thw 
important  errent  toot  place  ten  years  agt>,  and  hna  been  fol- 
lowed by  the  conversion  of  another  member  of  the  royal 
family,  who  has  since  become  a  sincere  arid  devoted  CItriMian. 
Death  also  has  removed  some  high  in  authority  and  influence, 
who  were  unfriendly  to  the  Christiaus,  and  their  places  have 
been  filled  by  others  differently  minded;  in  referenire  to  one, 
of  whom  it  is  said  that,  when  it  was  snbBcqneutly  urged  to 
impoee  a  second  period  of  laboiu'  as  a  pooalty  upon  those  who 
bad  already  endured  their  sentence,  be  expostulated  and  nud, 
"They  have  acknowledged  that  of  which  they  were  accused, 
the^  bare  been  sentenced  to  punishment  and  have  borae  the 
mttmng  inflietc'l,  why  sboald  they  be  punished  ngahi? — the 
tliunderbolt  does  not  strike  (uicej*    It  does  not  appear  that 
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there  is  aiiy  change  in  the  purpose  of  the  supreme  authoritiefi, 
as  the  fcillnwing  message  or  order  is  saiJ  to  be  read  every 
fortnight  to  the  troops  when  Bseembled  on  parade  at  th© 
cftpitnl. 

"  If  any  baptize  (viz.  adminiatei'  or  receive  baptism)  I  will 
put  them  to  death,  saith  RauaTalomanjaka ;  for  they  chan^ 
the  prayers  of  the  twelve  kiugs.  Therefore  search  and  spy, 
and  if  ye  find  any  doing  that,  man  or  woman,  take  thera^ 
that  we  may  kill  them ;  for  I  and  you  will  kill  them  that  do 
that,  though  they  be  half  the  people.  For  to  change  wliat 
the  ancestors  have  ordered  and  done,  and  to  pray  to  the 
ftitcestore  of  the  foreigners,  not  t<j  AndriajiampoineKierina, 
and  Lehidama,  and  the  idols  that  saacti&ed  the  twelve  kings, 
and  the  twelve  mountains  that  are  worshippwi ;  whoever 
changes  these  observances,  I  make  known  to  all  people,  I 
will  kill,  saith  Ranavalomanjaka.'' 

The  reference  made  to  the  usages,  ordained  by  their  an- 
cestors, and  to  the  praying  to  the  ancestors  of  the  foreigners, 
explains  to  a  great  extent  the  grounds  on  which  thealiandon- 
ment  of  the  religion  of  the  country,  and  adopting  the  Christian 
faith,  are  regarded  by  the  Malagasy  as  crimes  of  the  greatest 
magnitude.  Their  own  rehgious  creetls  teach  them  to  regard 
the  spirits  of  the  earliest  ancestors  of  their  rulers  as  among 
the  chief  objects  of  religious  homage,  and  hence  also  a  sort 
of  sacredneas  is  siipposed  to  "belong  to  the  reigning  monarch 
as  descended  from  their  gods.  In  most  of  the  public  speeches 
to  which  I  listened  the  SEicredne-sa  of  the  q^ueen's  person  was 
declared,  and  she  waa  represented  as  eserci&ing  power  over 
life  and  property  by  virtue  of  euch  dcBceut  and  supposed 
gacredness.  Thus  their  ideas  of  religion  add  a  sort  of  sanctity 
to  their  loyalty.  And  as  they  infer  that  the  religion  of 
Christian  nations  rests  upon  a  basis  similar  to  their  own,  it 
is  asserted,  and  probably  believed  by  many,  that  the  su- 
preme objects  of  Christian  worslup  were  the  aneestoid  of  the 
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present  rulers  of  those  nations ;  the  converts  to  Christianity 
are  therefore  regarded  as  guiltj  of  the  double  erime  of  apos- 
tasy and  treason.  And  to  perauade  their  countrymen  to  be- 
lieve in  the  Lord  Jeaiiia,  to  obey  His  word,  or  to  love  Him,  is 
regarded  as  alienating  the  confidence  and  affection  of  the 
people  from  their  lawful  rulers  and  trauaferring  them  to  the 
anceytoTB  of  the  rulers  of  foreigners.  Many  of  the  people 
ate  probably  too  much  enlightened  to  believe  that  their  early 
anceators  were  anything  more  thaa  men,  but  others  believe 
what  the  supporters  of  idolatry  teach,  and  use  the  popular 
delusion  as  a  ground  of  impeachment  against  the  CbriBtians. 

The  immediate  future  of  Madagascar  is  known  only  to  the 
Almighty^  whose  attribute  it  is  to  behold  the  end  from  the 
beginning.  But  whatever  that  future  may  bcj  there  is  in  the 
past  much,  very  mucb^to  ponder  over  most  profoundly,  much 
also  to  enkindle  eftmeat  and  hearty  derareB  that  &  happier 
day  may  soon  dawn  upon  that  important  country  and  its 
deeply  interesting  inhahitanta,  and  that  the  minds  of  the 
rulers  may  be  eaUghtened  to  see  that  Protestant  Christiamty 
affords  the  surest  foundation  for  the  greatoesa  and  glory  of 
sovereigns  as  well  oa  for  theprOGpeiity,  loyalty,  and  happiness 
of  i^ationa. 
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Journqr  from  Tamatare  to  Fonle  Fointe,  —  Native  Oardeiu.  —  Photography 

in  the  Forest — Novel  Aapecta  of  the  V^etation. — Native  Lodgings 

Milagasj  TraTellen.  —  Abundant  and  beantifol  Orchldaceona  Hants,  — 
Angnecnm  supcrbum.  —  A.  Sesqoipedale.  —  Netire  lizards  and  Bird&  — 
Arrival  at  Foule  Fointe.  —  Native  Accommodations  and  Hospitality.  — 
Pleasant  Interconrse  with  the  People.  —  Hospitality  of  the  Resid^ts.  —  In- 
terview with  the  Governor.  — Brief  Notice  of  Beayowdcj.— Betom  to  Ta- 
matave.  —  Last  Might  on  Shore. —  Affectionate  Interest  of  the  Natives. — 
Early  Homing  Embarkation. — ^Last  View  of  the  I^nd.  —  Arrival  at  Maa- 
ritins.  —  Departure  for  the  Cape  of  Qood  Hope. 

AuoNGST  the  strangers  who  visited  Tamatave  during  my  resi- 
dence ther^  and  with  whom  I  held  frequent  intercourse, 
were  a  number  of  persons  from  Mahavelona  or  Foule  Pointe, 
a  port  on  the  eastern  coast  about  forty-five  miles  to  the 
northward.  I  had  heard  repeatedly  of  the  fine  scenery  in  the 
intervening  region,  as  well  as  around  the  port  itself;  and 
being  desirous  of  seeing  it,  as  well  as  of  visiting  the  friends 
with  whom  I  had  become  acqiutinted,  I  left  Tamatave  on  the 
forenoon  of  the  4th  of  September,  accompanied  by  my  tall 
friend  from  the  capital,  who  had  spent  much  time  with  me  at 
Tamatave,  and  whose  wife's  father  was  chief,  or  governor,  of 
the  next  port  and  district  to  the  northward  of  Foule  Pointe. 

An  officer  in  the  village,  my  friend  in  the  green  uniform,  had 
lent  me  a  sort  of  palanquin  chair,  of  strong  native  manufacture, 
resembling  an  ordinai-y  arm-chair  in  form,  only  larger,  and 
having  a  foot-board  suspended  in  front,  and  two  long  poles 
fixed  on  each  side  like  those  of  a  sedan-chair,  by  which  it 
was  carried  on  the  shoulders  of  four  men,  two  in  front,  and 
two  behind.     Seated  in  this  chairj  and  thus  mounted  on  the 
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shouldera  of  tlie  bearers,  I  passetl  througb  the  village. 
Two  additional  bearers,  were  provided  for  tbe  chair,  two  others 
carried  mj  camera  and  photograptic  apparatus,  another  tlio 
camera  stand  and  a  small  Ftool,  and  the  fourth  my  carpet- 
bag, a  trea-keltle,  and  some  crockery.  Among  the  retinue  of 
my  friend  was  the  hearer  of  rice,  and  of  meat  purcbaged  in 
the  market  that  morning.  As  eiooq  as  we  had  left  tbe  village, 
ike  tuen  set  ofiT  at  a  ahort  kind  of  trotting  pace,  in  which  the 
bearers  kept  well  together,  at  tbe  rate  of  four  or  five  miles  an 
hour.  They  continued  without  stopping  for  about  three 
hours,  when  we  reached  Vohidotra,,  a  scattered  sort  of  village 
on  the  northern  side  of  a  tolerablj  broad  piece  of  water 
having  an  outlet  to  tbe  sea. 

Tbe  moniing  had  been  fine,  the  sky  partially  covered  with 
clouds  which  tempered  the  heat.  Altogether  tbe  journey 
was  unusually  pleasant.  The  verdure  of  the  plain,  and  the 
folii^e  of  the  trees^  chiefly  the  pandanua  or  vacoua,  appeared 
exceedingly  agreeable  and  refreshing  after  the  dry  and  barren 
raind  of  Tamatave.  At  Vohidotra  the  men  halted  to  rest  and 
cook  their  rice ;  and  while  they  were  thua  employed,  I  eallieil 
forth  to  the  adjacent  woods  to  look  for  plants.  In  the 
gardens  attached  to  the  cottages,  where  French  Leans,  garlic, 
and  pumpkins  were  growings  I  was  surprised  to  see  beautiful 
little  dwarf  plants  of  the  vinca  in  full  blossom ;  and  tbe  blue 
Ageratum  nnexicanuin,  bo  carefully  tended  in  our  flower  bor- 
ders, covering  the  ground  and  the  walks  between  the  beds, 
like  a  common  weed. 

After  walking  for  some  distance,  and  passing  one  or  two 
enclosed  spots  which  I  w*as  afterwards  informed  were  burial 
places,  I  entered  the  wooded  parts  of  tbe  district,  and  soon 
found  such  numbers  of  orchids,  growing  so  luxuriantly,  and 
in  such  picturesque  positions,  some  of  them  in  full  blossom 
and  exhibiting,  too,  so  many  of  their  peculiaritiea  of  form  and 
>it«  of  growth,  that  I  hastened  back  to  the  halting  place. 
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and  eagerly  asked  my  friend  how  much  longer  the  men  would 
remain  before  recommencing  their  journey.  Ab  he  said  an 
hour  or  80,  I  induced  one  of  them  to  accompany  me  with  the 
camera  to  the  wood,  and  having  selected  a  couple  of  trees, 
partly  covered  with  creepers,  and  bearing  on  different  parts 
of  their  trunks  or  branches  beautiful  plants  of  ATigrcBcwm 
superbvi/m,  in  bloom,  and  surrounded  by  ferns,  Ahpinia 
nxUaitSy  and  other  species  of  tropical  vegetation,  I  fixed  the 
camera  before  first  one  and  then  another,  using  waxed  paper 
which  I  had  excited  in  the  morning  before  setting  out,  and 
hoping  by  this  means  to  secure  a  memorial  of  the  beautiful 
natural  objects  grouped  before  me.  While  the  light  was 
transferring  the  forms  of  the  trees  and  the  flowers  to  the 
paper  in  the  camera,  I  set  off  in  another  direction,  pene- 
trating still  farther  into  the  wood,  in  search  of  other  and 
rarer  plants ;  and  found  so  many  that,  though  it  was  but  the 
commencement  of  the  journey,  I  could  not  refrain  from 
gathering  a  bundle  to  cany  on  to  the  place  where  we  ex- 
pected to  halt  for  the  night.  On  returning,  I  found  the  men 
who  were  my  bearers  gathered  round  the  camera  ready  to 
proceed ;  and  was  perfectly  relieved  from  any  apprehension 
about  their  having  been  overtasked,  either  with  the  length  of 
their  journey  or  the  weight  of  their  load,  by  perceiving  one 
or  two  of  them,  tall  athletic,  swarthy  fellows,  standing  on 
their  heads  and  amusing  themselves  and  their  companions 
by  kicking  their  heels  up  in  the  air. 

After  stopping  altogether  about  two  hours,  we  resumed  our 
journey.  Our  road,  or  rather  narrow  winding  footpath,  for 
no  vehicles  ever  travelled  along  it,  now  turned  towards  the 
mountains,'  and  passed  over  a  slightly  undulated  verdant 
coimtry  generally  covered  with  masses  of  shrubs,  or  small 
trees.  The  bearers  seemed  invigorated  with  their  rest  and 
refreshment,  and  trotted  along  apparently  in  cheerful  spirits. 
I  noticed  that  whenever  any  one  of  the  bearers  wished  to  ease 
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Ma  shoulder,  be  struck  the  pole  wilh  the  paloi  of  his  band, 
proUuciug  &  8ort  of  hollow  sound  ;  wbe^  liia  compn-uioiiB  each, 
seized  bis  pole,  and  lifting  it  over  his  head,  brought  it  down 
upon  the  opposite  shoulder.  Sometimes  all  four  of  the 
bearers  changed  at  the  same  time,  but  more  frequently  ouly 
(be  two  who  were  together,  either  in  front  or  behind. 

JMany  new  forms  of  vegetation  presented  themselvea 
through  this  day's  journey.  Amoiigst  those  bordering  the 
c<>ast,  the  acacia.,  the  casu&riua,  and  the  paudonus  were  moat 
abundant,  with  occaaionally  a  group  of  sago  trceg  or  a  solitary 
cocoa-out  towering  above  the  rest-  I  had  seen  nothing,  either 
in  Mauritius  or  Polyneaia,  resembling-  them, —  especially  one 
kind  seldom  attaining  above  ten  or  twelve  feet  in  height,  a 
kind  of  pandanus,  having'  a  number  of  leaves  in  the  centre  of 
the  crowrij  apparently  glued  or  stuck  together  at  theu:  estre- 
mitie»,  giving  to  the  centre  or  crown  a  singular  fonn ;  while 
the  disentangled  leaves,  that  stretched  out  horizontally  or 
hung  down  parallel  with  the  stem,  seemed  very  much  like 
the  loavea  with  which  the  Chinese  line  their  tea  cheats*  I 
ooidd,  howeverj  only  notice  the  peculiarities  of  thia  tree  as  we 
passed  along;  and  I  failed  to  fulfil  my  intention  of  procuring 
seeds  or  leaves  at  some  future  time.  Another  species  of  pan- 
danus was  to  me  equalSy  new  and  remarkable*  The  stem  of 
this  was  straight  as  that  of  a  fir  tree,  and  the  branches  hori- 
zontal with  feathery  tips  of  Hag  or  short  ribbon-formed  leaves. 
The  tree  was  frequently  forty  or  fifty  feet  high,  crowned 
with  an  upright  plame,  and  at  a  distance  might  have  been 
miBtaken  for  a  larch,  but  for  its  stiff  and  formal  growth,  I 
^did  not  see  it  near  the  shore,  but  amongiet  the  low  wet  places 
uilaad.  I  had  no  opportunity  of  examining  it  minutely,  but 
waa  told  it  was  indigenoufl;  it  ia  probably  Pandanus  viurl- 
caius,  called  at  Mauritius  Vacoua  en  pi/raviide. 

But  the  most  remarkable  objects  on  this  day's  journey 
were  the  vast  numbers  of  that  splendid  production,  of  Alada^ 
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gascar,  the  Urania  speciom,  or  TraTeller*s  Tree.  It  is  not 
easy  to  imagine,  still  less  to  describe,  the  appearance  of  a 
somewhat  distant,  and  oral-shaped  mountain  crested  along 
its  summit,  as  it  appeared  to  us  on  one  part  of  the  way,  by 
these  stately  trees,  looking  like  a  long  line  of  gigantic  Indian 
sachems,  with  their  helmets  of  radiated  feathers,  shown  in 
strongly-marked  outline  against  the  western  sky. 

It  was  dark  before  we  reached  Rangazava,  a  small  village 
by  the  searside,  where  we  halted  for  the  night  One  room, 
about  twenty  or  twenty-five  feet  square,  the  whole  inside  of  a 
native  house,  served  the  purposes  of  sitting-room,  sleeping- 
room,  and  kitchen.  Here  I  developed  the  pictures  I  had 
taken  on  my  way,  and  found  them  come  out  tolerably  well. 
In  the  meantime  a  fire  was  kindled  between  stones  fixed  on  a 
heap  of  sand,  the  edges  of  which  were  kept  up  by  pieces  of 
wood.  A  large,  shallow,  round  earthen  pot  was  then  put  on 
to  boil  rice  in,  and  a  piece  of  beef,  which  we  had  brought 
with  us,  spitted  on  a  stick,  was  fixed  by  the  side  of  the  fire 
to  roast  or  broil.  As  soon  as  the  rice  was  cooked  the  tea- 
kettle was  put  on,  and  by  the  time  it  boiled  the  meat  was 
cooked.  I  was  amused  to  see  the  interest  and  aptitude  with 
which  my  friend,  a  portly  chief  more  than  six  feet  high,  over- 
looked and  directed  the  cooking  of  the  evening  meal. 

After  supper  the  chief  gave  me  a  clean  mat,  and  taking  off 
my  shoes  and  using  my  carpet-bag  for  a  pillow  I  lay  down  to 
rest,  and  though  for  a  time  the  smoke  affected  my  eyes  I  ob- 
tained a  few  hours'  sleep. 

By  five  o'clock  the  next  morning  we  were  stirring,  and  on 
our  journey  again  before  six.  Our  road  this  morning  con- 
tinued for  the  first  eight  or  ten  miles  along  the  edge  of  the 
sea.  Travelling  here  appeared  exceedingly  fatiguing.  The 
men's  feet  sank  deep  into  the  sand  at  every  step,  except  when 
they  walked  close  to  the  water,  where  the  footing  was  firmer ; 
but  here  they  were  sometimes  above  their  knees  in  water 
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Lefore  they  could  get  out  of  tbe  way  when  the  billo^vs  "broke 
in  foftm  and  apray  upon  the  rocky  beach.  The  roeksj  in  Bome 
places,  seemed  to  be  crystal  or  qiiartz,  occasionally  also  there 
were  fragments  of  coral.  Numbers  of  small  crabg  and  other 
fish,  apprirently  searching  for  food  along  the  eilge  of  the  sea, 
were  startled  into  deeper  water  by  our  approach.  We  saw 
also  here  and  there  a  few  natives  digging  for  a  larger  kind  of 
crab  iu  the  sand  along  the  higher  parts  of  the  beach.  About 
half-past  eight  we  reached  a  broad  stream,  across  which  we 
were  ferried  in  canoes,  and  soon  afterwarda  arrived  at  Ifotsy, 
where  we  stopped  to  take  breakfast. 

Kesuming  our  journey  we  crossed  two  rivers  in  the  coxirae 
of  the  day,  both  deep ;  over  one  of  them,  at  Sakondro,  a 
ruHtic  kind  of  bridge,  skirted  by  trees,  presented  so  complete 
a  picture  of  woodland  and  water,  bank  and  bridge,  that  I  re- 
quested the  men  so  to  arrange  their  journey  on  our  returB 
that  we  might  stop  at  this  place,  intending,  if  poeaible,  to 
obtain  a  photographic  view  of  the  Bcene,  The  other  was  of 
considerahle  width,  in  some  parts  eo  deep  that  we  could  only 
cross  it  in  canoes.  Two  or  three  houaea  stood  near  the  bank 
'■where  my  Vjearers  set  me  down,  and  the  master  of  one  of  them 
invited  me  to  enter.  I  followed  him  and  foimd  several 
travellers  either  waiting  to  cross  the  river  or  resting  on  their 
journey. 

Gauoe%  for  ferrying  pasBengera  across  the  rivers,  appear  to 
be  provided  by  the  government,  or  the  chiefs  of  the  district 
Once  or  twice  we  had  to  wait  until  parties  who  had  arrived 
at  the  water's  edge  before  ua  had  all  been  ferried  over,  and 
travellers  who  arrived  while  we  w^re  passing  had  to  wait 
untU  we  had  crossed.  With  only  one  canoe,  it  sometimes 
required  two  or  throe  trips  to  carry  ua  all  over,  yet  no  back- 
wardness wftB  manifested  by  the  ferrymen,  to  whom  the  pas- 
Iflengers  generally  gave  a  small  quantity  of  rice  for  their 
trouble.  ~ 
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Both  on  this  and  the  prevbua  day  we  passed  many  tra- 
vellers, though  few  joiimejed  singly.  Mostly  two  or  three, 
aud  more  freqiiGutly  a  large  party^  travelled  in  company. 
The  chiefa  were  carried  by  four  men  in  open  polanquiua,  in 
which  they  aometimes  reclined  pretty  nearly  at  full  length. 
A  mother  and  her  infant  were  in  one  of  thees  palanquins 
attended  by  several  females,  who  ran  along  by  the  eide. 
One  or  two  travellers  we  pae^d  in  a  sort  of  temporaiy  litter, 
made  by  fastening  a  piece  of  rofia  cloth  In  the  form  of  & 
hammock,  to  a  single  pole,  carried  on  the  shonldera  of  two 
men^  the  chief  sitting  eidewaya  in  the  hararaocl;,  and  resting 
Ilia  cLtms  on  the  pole  to  which  the  ends  of  the  hammock  were 
fastened.  Sometimes  w©  passed  what  seemed  to  be  a  whole 
familyj  oomprising  adults,  children,  and  slaves.  The  chief 
usually  oarried  a  spear  or  BtafF,  or  both.  The  burdens, 
whether  of  matting,  clothing,  or  provisions,  carried  by  the 
fllaves,  were  not  borne  on  the  head,  as  is  the  uniform  practice 
of  the  Cooliea  or  Creoles  of  Mauritius,  but  were  fastened 
at  the  back,  and  the  children,  when  too  young  to  walk,  were 
carried  in  the  same  manner.  Fewappearwl  to  he  loiterers  on 
the  road,  but  all  were  passing  along  at  a  tolerably  quick  pace. 
None  of  the  parties  were  much  encumbered  with  personal 
luggage;  hut  the  loads  of  rice,  and  similar  articles  carried  by 
some  of  the  slaves,  appeared  heavy. 

Besides  the  Traveller's  Tree,  often  the  chief  growth  of  vast 
tracts  of  the  country,  I  noticed  aniDther  tree  of  large  and 
shining  fohage,  like  that  of  the  magnolia,  and  oocasiouaMy  a 
large-leaved  betonica.  The  dxlopkyllum,  Inophylluin,  or 
other  Bpeciea  of  gum-tree,  imparted  a  rich  and  varied  character 
to  the  scenery.  Near  the  water,  at  two  places  where  we 
halted,  I  found  the  Hibiscus  tUiacsus  growing  to  a  great 
&ize,  straggling  over  a  considerable  space,  and  covered  vidth 
large  yellow  and  clarL't-coloured  blossoms.  The  only  dif- 
ference I  could  perceive  between  the  specimens  I  met  with  in 
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this  island  and  those  with  wliich  I  hafl  been  famih'ar  in  the 
South  Seaaj  coueieted  in  the  Madagascar  plant?  exhibiting  a 
more  robust  habit  of  growth,  and  rather  larger,  as  well  aa  more 
darkly-tinted  flowers.  In  all  other  reflpect«the  plants  appeared 
identical. 

Orchida  were  abundant,  and  often  occupied  positions  in 
ivhicb  the  growers  of  these  planti^  in  Englaod  would  little 
espeat  U)  find  thtm,  hut  in  which  they  gave  an  indeiscribable 
jsingularity  and  churm  to  the  landscape.  The  liniodorums 
were  numerous  in  parts  of  the  road,  and  formed  quite  a  ball 
of  interlaced  roots  at  l.he  base  of  the  hiilbe,  A  smat!  species, 
resembling  in  habit  and  growth  the  Camarotis  puj^urea, 
but  (juite  unknown  to  me,  and  bearing  a  vast  profusion  of 
white  and  aulphur-tiuted  flowers,  often  enlivened  the  sides 
of  the  road  alung  which  we  passed.  But  the  angrseouma  both 
^1.  mijperbwii  and  A.  eesquipedale,  were  the  most  abundant 
and  beautiful.  I  noticed  that  they  grew  most  plentifully  on 
treea_  of  thinneet  foliage,  and  that  the  A.  sesqu-ipedaU  was 
selilomj  if  ever,  seen  on  the  ground,  but  grew  liiglt  up 
amongst  the  branches,  often  throwing'  out  long  stiaggliiig 
iftems  terminating  in  a  few  small,  and  often  apparently 
ahrivelled,  leaves.  The  roots  also  partook  of  the  same  habit. 
They  were  seldom  branched  or  spreading,  but  long,  tough, 
and  aingle,  sometimes  running  down  the  branch  or  trunk  of 
a  tree,  between  the  fisijures  in  the  rough  bark,  to  the  length 
of  twelve  or  fifteen  feet ;  and  so  tough  and  tenacious  that  it 
required  considerable  force  to  detach  or  break  them.  Many  of 
these  pliinta  were  in  flower;  and,  notwithstanding  the  small, 
shrivelled  appearance  of  the  leav^  the  flowers  were  large, 
and  the  ydluw  colour  strongly  marked.  On  more  than  one 
occasion  I  saw  a  ^Aendid  A  nffi-tEcum  sesquipedale  growing 
on  the  trunk  of  a  decaying  or  fallen  tree,  as  shown  in  the 
accompanying  engraving,  and  sending  its  tough  roots  down 
the  trunk  bo  the  moist  parts  of  the  vegetation  on  the  gronnd. 
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I  found  one  Jecayed  tree  lying  on  the  ground  Almost  over- 
grown  witb  gTbss  Mtd  feru9»  ou  the  rott«n  trunk  of  wbiob 
the  A.  aesquiptdeU^  was  growing  most  Imtuxiautly.  The  roota 
which  had  penetrated  the  soft  trunk  of  thin  dead  tree  were 
white  and  fleshy,  while  the  leaves  were  longer  and  cnmpaim- 
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kinds  growing  not  only  on  the  branches  of  Imng-  trees,  but 
very  often  high  up  on  the  bare  barked  tnmkn  of  the  dead 
trees.  Sometimes  in  the  angle  formed  by  the  junction  of  an 
arm  with  the  trunk  of  a  large  nakcJ  tree,  apparently  without 
a  frf^ment  of  bark  adheiiug  to  the  trunk,  a  bunch  of  moafl, 
or  a  cluster  of  orchids,  or  both  mingled  together,  would  be 
growing  apparently  with  great  vigour,  and  often  in  full 
flower.  More  than  one  tall  bare  trunk,  twelve  or  eighteen 
incliea  in  diameter,  and  thirty  feet  high,  stood  Burmounted, 
or  surrounded  near  ita  summit)  by  a  cluster  of  angrsecuma, 
witji  ibeir  long,  sword-shaped,  fleshy  leaves ;  or,  what  waa 
more  heautiiul  still,  ^  ^^^  specimen  of  some  apeciea  of  bird»» 
nest  fern.  The  contrast  between  the  white,  sbining,  barklesa 
trunk,  and  these  verdant  clusters  of  plants  on  the  top,  was 
MometimcH  very  striking;  especially  as  the  orchida  were  oftetk 
in  flower,  and  by  their  growth  altogether  auggesfced  the  idea 
that  by  the  decay  of  their  own  roots  a  receptacle  waa 
formed  for  the  moisture  or  the  rain  by  which  the  plant  waa 
nourished.  Thifl  combinatioa  of  life  and  death,  growth  and 
decay,  presented  one  of  the  most  singular  amongst  the  manyt 
to  me,  new  and  curioua  aapects  of  nature  which  my  Journey 
afforded. 

I  saw  few  animals,  excepting  lizards,  of  which  there  were 
great  numben;  amongst  the  atones  and  trees,  some  of  the 
richest  emerald  green,  othera  speckled  or  marked  in  lines, 
hut  the  greatest  portion  were  of  a  lightish  brown.  Birds 
were  comparatively  numerous,  and  there  were  some  of  gay 
and  attractive  plumage.  The  largest  was  a  compactr shaped, 
lively  bird,  apparently  the  black -throated  crow  shrike*  On 
the  trunku  of  the  trees  I  observed  some  resembling  wood- 
peckers, alao  a  handsome  bird  about  the  size  of  a  jay,  re- 
serabliug  some  kinds  of  the  butcher-bird ;  its  plumage  red, 
brown,  and  yellow.  Far  from  being  ahy  or  disturbed  by  our 
approach^  they  seemed  rather  to  welcome  us ;  as   I  noticed 
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in  England^  which  I  eiideavotire^I  to  nnswir  U*  the  best  nf 
my  ability  ;  and  thti»,  DotwithHtanding  the  fatigue  of  the  day, 
BO  gratifying  and  joyous  was  the  circiimstuiice  of  oar  meeting 
together,  that  it  waa  long  past  midnight  before  we  retired 
to  rest-. 

In  eubsequeiitly  reciirring  to  the  long  evening  thuaplea^ 
s&ntly  passed,  I  vfan  natitnilly  led  to  reflect  on  the  deep  and 
peculiar  sympatliy  which  we  all  stiemed  to  feeL  We  wem 
inhabitants  of  different  heiuispherea,  and  belanginl  to  cnm- 
niunitia"?  widely  separated  from  each  other  by  their  relative 
civilisation  and  social  po&ition ;  yet  we  met  and  conferred 
together  with  a  degree  of  confidence^  satiafaction,  and  even 
enjoyment,  a^  entire  and  sincere  as  if  we  had  been  long 
united  in  the  closest  human  fellowship ;  and  we  felt,  that  we 
cherished  aepiTations  as  identical  a&  if  we  were  ultimately  to 
be  withered  into  one  common  home,  ^^'e  know  that  Bym- 
pathy  80  entire  and  uniform  under  all  the  diversitiea  of  ex- 
ternal condition,  and  so  widely  ditFuwd,  can  epring  from  only 
one  source,  and  is  only  perpetuated  by  one  Divine  influence; 
and  it  is  a  source  of  nn^^peakable  pleaaure  to  feel  that  it 
not  only  brings  with  it  a  preiient  enjoynient,  but  will  ulti- 
mately unite  the  estranged  and  separated  niemljem  of  the 
human  family  in  one  hallowed  bond  of  brotherhood  and 
peace. 

This  was  one  of  the  porta  by  which  Itadama,  after  the  abo* 
Ution  of  the  slave  trade,  endeavoured  to  connect  the  fordgn 
commerce  of  the  coimtry  with  his  capital,  and  for  thia  pur- 
pose he  sent  in  1823  two  thousand  persons  to  Foule  Pointe 
to  form  an  agricultural  and  commercial  Rettlement,  under 
Rflfaralahy,  an  enlightened  and  energetic  prince,  who  spent 
Bome  time  at  Mauritius,  and  whose  administrfttion  waa  eulo- 
gieed  by  Sir  E.  Farqidiar  when  he  visited  the  port. 

Foule  Pointe  has  also  been  the  scene  of  some  remarkable 
eventfl  in  the  earlier  history  of  the  people.     It  was  one  of  tho 
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outlying  factoriea  of  the  French  establishment  formed  at 
Antongil  Bay  in  1774  by  the  Baron  Benyowaky.  The  career 
of  this  remarkable  man  was  characterised  by  events  the  most 
Btartllng  and  extraordinary,  and  that  the  same  individual 
should  be  at  one  time  the  prisoner  of  BussiA  in  ijiberia,  and 
then  a  trader  in  China,  that  he  should  afterwarda  be  acknow- 
ledged as  a  lineally  descended  aopereign  in  MRdogasc^i  and 
be  sent  by  authoritiea  in  that  island  to  treat  for  alliances  with 
the  sovereigns  of  Europe,  and  should  finally  be  shot  as  a 
rebel  by  the  French,  seems  more  like  romance  llian  reality  ; 
yet  such  were  some  of  the  striking  contrasts  of  his  life.  De- 
scended from  Polish  ancestors,  but  born  in  Hungary,  he 
served  as  a  general  in  the  armies  of  Russia  till  after  the 
death  of  the  King  of  Poland  in  1765,  when  he  joined  the 
army  in  Cracow,  where  he  was  captured  by  the  Kiissians  and 
banished  to  Siberia.  Here  he  induced  a  number  of  others  to 
join  in  an  attempt  to  escape,  in  which  he  succeeded ;  at- 
tacked Kamscbatka,  seized  three  Russian  ve^eU  with  their 
cargoes,  dismaiited  the  rest,  and  sailed  with  his  companions  to 
China,  where  be  sold  his  vessels  and  cargoes.  From  Macao 
tie  proceeded  iu  French  trading  vessels  to  MauritiuB,  then 
occupied  hy  the  French,  where  his  attention  was  directed  to 
Madagascar.  Sailing  from  Mauritius  to  France,  he  was  ap- 
pointed some  time  after  his  arrival  to  undertake  the  formation 
of  a  French  establishment  in  Madflgascar,  A  corps  entitled 
the  Volunteers  of  Benyowsky  wa^  enrolled,  officers  appointed, 
and  he  sailed  to  Mauritius.  The  authorities  there  were  op- 
posed" to  the  projected  establish  men  t.  and  an  he  was  de- 
pendent on  them  for  supplies,  he  experienoed  oonsiderablf 
disappointment  and  delay.  At  length  he  reached  Madagascar, 
where  he  met  with  a  friendly  reception  from  the  chiefa, 
whom  he  informed  that  the  King  of  France  bail  decided  on 
forming  an  establishment  in  their  country  to  defend  ihem 
from  their  enemies,  and  to  open  wareliousea  for  trade.     He 
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"fixed  his  chief  Bettlemeut  at  AntoDgil  Bay,  using  Fnule 
Point*  aa  one  of  hia  outstatioas  or  factories.  The  military 
force  he  had  brought,  the  trade  he  offered,  together  with  the 
industry,  ability,  and  force  of  character  wliich  he  mamfested, 
secured  him  such  influence  as  to  induce  the  chiefs  in  that 
part  of  the  island  to  enter  into  ftHiance  with  him,  and  in- 
spirffli  hopes  of  ultimate  success.  But  the  tepresentations  of 
the  authoritiea  of  Mauritius. induced  the  French  government 
to  send  out  a  commission  of  inquiry,  and  after  they  had  com- 
pleted their  taskj  Benyowwliy  resigned  hia  comtuission  and 
retired  from  the  settlement  and  the  service  of  France. 

Before  this  time  a  report  had  been  circulated  by  an  old 
female  slave  from  Mauritius  that  Benyowsky  was  the  son  of 
a  sovereign  of  that  part  of  the  country,  who  bad  in  furraer 
times  been  carried  thither.  The  chiefs  and  people  pretended 
to  believe  thin  report,  and  Benyowsky  does  not  appear  to 
have  undeceived  them.  Under  this  impression  they  re- 
<tiieated  him  to  oeAUtue  tlie  oflice  and  dutiea  of  their  ruler- 
He  had  previously  intimated  his  willingueBS  to  accede  to  their 
wishes,  and  being  now  free  from  hia  engagement  with  the 
French,  he  waa  shortly  afterwards,  ia  a  large  public  assembly 
of  chiefs  and  people,  and  amidst  much  form  and  ceremony, 
proclaimed  sovereign  of  the  tribes  inhabiting  MGhavetoiiA 
and  the  adjacent  country,  and  received  their  oath  of  alle- 
giance. On  the  evening  of  the  same  day,  three  hundred  fe- 
males came  by  moonlight  to  Madame  Benyowsky  to  take  the 
oath  of  allegiance  to  her  as  their  qxieen. 

The  next  dfty  the  new  sovereign  held  hia  first  kabary  or 
grand  aasemhly,  and  presented  the  constitution  and  form  of 
government,  which  they  adopted.  Benyowsky  afterwards 
proceeded  to  Europe,,  with  authority  from  the  people  of  Ma- 
havelona  and  the  adjacent  country  to  treat  with  the  liing  of 
France,  or  any  other  nation,  to  form  commercial  and  friendly 
allianees.    Failing  in  these  objects  with  the  French,  he  applied 
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to  the  Imperial  governrafiit,  and  afterwards  to  the  English  ■; 
but  being  imauccesHful,  he  piirchft8t!d  a.  ship,  aaileil  to  Jfurtli 
America  with  a  cargo  for  Madagascar,  and  having  there  ob- 
tained a  necood  veasel,  he  proceeded  to  Madagascar.  Oq 
reaching  the  neigh  bo  iirhond  of  Antongil  Bay,  he  ^ized  a 
storehoiiBe  belonging  to  the  French,  and  wm  only  deteireil 
from  attempting  to  take  the  factory  at  Foule  Pointe  by  the 
presence  of  a  French  vessel  of  war.  Aa  soon  as  tliese  pro- 
ceedings became  known  at  Mauritius,  afrigate  with  sixty  men 
was  sent  agJiiost  him.  On  the  aTrival  of  the  ^hip  his  fort 
woa  attacked,  and  he  waa  killed  by  the  fire  of  the  advancnig; 
troopa  in  1786,  twelve  years  after  his  first  arrival  in  the  iHland. 

The  fdave  trade  and  the  wars  which  have  subsequently  de- 
solated this  part  of  Madagascar,  have  almost  annihilated  the 
tribes  with  whom  Benyowsky  was  associated,  and  I  heard  of 
no  traditions  of  him  amongst  the  present  inbabitanta.  Very 
different  estimates  have  been  formed  of  the  character  and 
proceedings  of  ihh  extraordinary  man.  The  record  he  has 
left  of  hia  own  purposes  and  plans,  lead  to  the  inference  that 
his  views  were  in  advance  of  the  age  ;  and  without  attempting 
to  justify  his  slave-dealing,  bis  conniTing  at  the  unfounded 
repcjrt  of  his  origin,  or  other  parts  of  bis  proceedings,  his 
treatment  of  the  Malagasy  was  more  enlightened  and  just 
than  tbat  of  most  Europeans  who  hail  visited  their  shores, 
while  his  attempts  to  abolish  infant  murder  and  introduce 
other  ameliorations  of  social  life,.  Indicate  the  exercise  of 
human  feelingai  I  had  soon  after  my  visit  to  FoiUe  Pointe 
an  opportunity  of  inspecting  several  documents  in  hie  own 
liandwriting,  some  of  which  contain  gratifying  evidence  of 
a  benevolent  dispoeition. 

While  staying  at  this  place,  I  walked  over  some  exceedingly 
well-stocked  and  cultivated  gardens  belonging  to  the  gentle- 
man at  whose  bouse  I  had  been  entertained.  Many  useful 
European  vegetables  were  growing  here  remarkably  well,  in  a 
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miU  ii^t,  riobrttid  wvll  wat«reJ.  7*he  low  level  flat  on  which 
tlte  wtUfitaent  Btoad^  the  dampoesA  of  the  ground^  and  the 
abundance  of  water^  though  l&vourable  to  the  growth  of 
garden  and  other  produce,  seemed  likely  to  render  Foule 
Pointe  lesB  healthy  than  the  comptaratively  dry  aituatJou  of 
Tamalave.  The  vegetation  around  the  bay  was  extremely 
luxuriant,  uid  I  do  not  remember  ever  having  seen  fiuer 
rf>coa-nul  trees  than  those  growing  n^r  the  water  on  the 
southern  tiide.  >Soine  ^mall  tame  animals  with  ringed  taite, 
like  the  racoon,  and  some  black  and  white  lemurs,  were  the 
only  animals  of  any  coagiderable  ^ze  which  1  saw  here ;  but 
I  noticed  some  large  and  very  l>eautifu3  lizaivis,  dark  green 
and  yellow,  of  greater  size  and  mure  plump  than  any  I  had 
before  seen  either  in  Polynesia,  Mauritiua,  or  in  Madagaaoax. 

On  the  forenoon  of  thia  day  I  met  a  chief  from  tbe  capital, 
who  spoke  French  and  a  little  English.  He  was  a  youDg 
man  of  considera-ble  intelligence,  and  when  some  of  my 
friends  show^  him  the  likenegsee  whioh  had  been  takeo  at 
Tamatave,  he  espreaaed  a  great  desire  to  have  bis  own.  X 
told  him  I  had  no  proper  materials,  but  would  endeavour  to 
show  him  tbe  procefis  by  which  it  wae  done.  He  repeated 
his  wish  to  have  hie  likeness,  and  sent  a  slave  for  Lib  lamba, 
an  he  said  he  wished  to  be  taken  in  the  costume  of  bis  cuiin- 
try.  As  Hoon,  however,  as  the  camera  haii  been  taken  to  the 
appointed  place,  the  sound  of  music  — a  drum  and  clarionet — 
announced  the  approach  of  the  governor,  who  passed  by  in 
Ills  palanquin,  attended  by  one  officer  on  bf>r»el:vack  and  a 
number  on  fool,  surroundei:!  and  followed  by  a  sort  of  body 
guard,  wearing  the  native  white  sataka  or  cloth  round  the 
loiuB,  over  which  their  cartouche-box  was  fastened  by  a  black 
belt,  and  each  armed  with  a  musket  or  spejtr- 

On  ray  entering  the  house  where  the  governor  had  alighted, 
he  very  cordially  welcomed  me  in  Engliab,  which  I  supposed 
he  bad  learned  while  on  board  one  of  the  English  fibipa  of 
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war,  in  which  he  with  otJiera  had  been  placed  by  Radama. 
A  sort  oi  prods  verbal  respecting  the  wreck  of  the  **  Eureka," 
which  tbe  oaptaitt  wished  to  have  authenticated  by  hie  signa' 
tare,  in  order  to  claim  the  instuance  on  tbe  vessel,  occupied 
some  considerable  time ;  after  which  the  goveruor  came  aod 
examined  with  much  interest  the  camera,  which  was  standing 
iu  the  yard.  Tbe  distinct  definite  figure  of  one  of  hi*  atttn- 
daats,  as  shown  on  the  ground  glas^  seemed  greatly  to  excite 
his  curiueity.  and  he  said,  if  I  could  stay  two  or  three  daye 
he  should  like  to  have  his  own  portrait,  I  tried  with  the 
chief^  whose  dx'eas  iu  the  mean  time  had  been  brought,  but 
tJie  sua  was  tiw  far  advanced ;  and  tbe  prince  appeared  tbe 
better  reconciled  to  hi:^  disappointment  from  a  hope  which  he 
expressed  of  visiting  TamataTe  before  I  left  the  inland. 

Tbe  following  day  being  rainy^  I  was  confined  moEt  of  the 
time  to  tbe  hoiise>  where,  notwitb^tandiEg  the  unfavourable 
weather,  1  saw  many  of  tbe  natives.  Several  of  those  who 
had  spent  the  evenings  with  me  brought  small  presents,  such 
an  a  basket  of  Bgg&,  a  fowl,  or  some  neatly  made  little  native 
baskets,  with  other  similar  tokens  of  good  wilL  Toiv^rds 
evening  the  rain  abated^  and  I  walked  out  in  company  with 
my  friends  along  tbe  sea-shore,  to  tbe  spot  where  the  wreck 
had  taken  place.  On  my  return  the  ch.ief  joined  us,  and  we 
had  a  most  deeply  interesting  conversation.  The  remarks  of 
my  friends  during  our  walk,  when  they  spoke  of  the  vastneas 
and  wonders  of  the  deep,  or  tbe  beneficence  manifested  in  tbe 
works  of  tbe  creation,  indicated  a  decree  of  reflection  and 
religious  feeling  which  to  me  was  exceedingly  gratifying. 
Tbe  evening  was  passed  pleaaantly  iu  company  with  tbe 
friendly  natives  of  the  place,  and  I  arranged  for  my  departure 
fA  very  early  hour  in  tiie  moming,  hoping  by  additiomd 
to  reach  Tamatave  diving  the  night. 

On  the  9tji  of  September  we  were  stiiring  while  it  was  yet 
dark,  and  tiie  young   chief,  accompanied  by  one  of  his  at^ 
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tenrlantg,  came  ftt  an  early  hour  to  Bee  m€  Ajrain.  He  said  lie 
Had  not  been  abk  to  sleep  all  nlgtii^  and  we  continued  talkiug 
until  the  Ijearers  were  all  gathered  at  the  door,  when,  taking 
leave  of  him  and  the  many  friends  who  had  come  to  bid  me 
farewell,  I  set  off  before  sevea  o'clock,  accompanied « by  ray 
host,  and  expecting  to  be  followed  in  a  day  or  two  by  the  tall 
friend  who  had  been  ray  companion  from  Tamatave^ 

The  air  was  freali  and  cool  after  the  rain,  and  the  momiDg 
unusually  pleasant.  We  passed  Sakondro,  the  picturewjne 
eeene  of  which  I  bad  inteudwl  to  take  a  new,  but  bavuig 
been  detuned  by  the  rain  a  day  longer  than  I  had  expected^ 
we  coidcl  spare  no  time  there.  By  half-past  t^-n  we  reached 
Ifotey^  where  we  halted  for  breakfaat.  At  thiH  place  we  were 
overtaken  by  the  mate  of  the  wrecked  vessel,  who  was  pro- 
ceeduig  to  Tamatave^  in  the  hope  of  obtaining  a  passage  to 
Mauritius.  After  resting  about  two  hours  we  resiuaed  oor 
journey  through  the  same  delightful  country,  and  between 
five  and  six  reached  Ivoidotr%  fifteen  milea  from  Tamatavc. 
As  the  officers  of  this  place  objected  to  our  proceeding  farther 
until  the  next  mornings  I  set  out  to  look  for  plants,  and  before 
dark  found  a  number  of  good  epecimens,  with  which  1  re- 
turned to  my  lodgings  about  dusk.  I  ultimately  succeeded 
in  adding  some  of  the  plants  obtained  in  this  remote  region 
to  my  own  collection  at  home,  and  one,  a  fine  Afigro'cuni 
euperbu-nif  which  I  recently  exchanged  for  a.  plant  from  India 
with  a  mu^erymau  near  London,  bore  during  the  preaent 
spring  n  number  of  large  pure  white  flowers,  which  I  have  since 
been  iuformed  were  selected  on  account  of  their  rarity  and 
beauty  to  form  part  of  the  bridal  btmqiiet  on  the  occ^iaiou  of 
the  recent  nuptiak  of  the  Prince  of  Pruseia  with  the  FriuceFs 
Hoyal  of  England, — an  honour  which  few  could  have  supposed 
a  plant  originally  growing  in  a  Malagasy  wilderness  ever 
woidd  attain. 

After  supper  I  lay  do^vn  on  a  mat  to  rest  until  al>oiit  four 
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in  the  raorning,  when  we  arose,— for  the  Malagasy,  like  all  11- 
habitaata  of  warm  climates,  are  early  risers,  and  by  half-past 
five  we  again  set  out  upon  our  journey.  In  three  hours  more 
I  was  set  down  at  the  door  of  my  house  at  Tamatave,  grateful 
for  the  safety  I  had  experienced^  and  for  the  pleasure  the 
journey  Lad  afforded. 

On  inquiring  soon  afterwards  of  the  owner  of  the  vessel  by 
which  I  purpo^ied  to  return  to  Mauritius,  when  it  would  be 
likely  to  sailj  I  was  informed  that  the  period  of  quarantine  on 
oocount  of  the  cholera  had  been  ahortenedj  and  that  the  ship 
would  eaJl  in  two  days. 

Oa  the  second  day  after  receiving  this  intelligence,  my 
luggage  and  plants  were  all  conveyed  on  board  the  vessel, 
and  having  taken  leave  of  my  friends  and  received  much 
kindness  from  the  people,  I  proceeded  to  the  ship  early  on 
the  morning  of  the  iSth  of  September.  "Wlien  I  reached  the 
*'  Castro," — for  that  was  the  name  of  the  vessel, — the  captain 
informed  me  that  he  should  not  put  to  sea  until  daylight  the 
next  morning.  I  therefore  gladly  returned  to  the  abore  to 
spend  another  quiet  day  amongst  the  people- 
In  the  aftj^moon  of  this  day,  my  tall  friend  whom  I  had 
left  at  Maha?elona  arrived,  having  been  infonned  by  a  mea- 
fienger  of  my  expected  departure.  He,  with  a  number  of  others^ 
asseruLled  at  my  house  in  the  eveuiiig,  and  we  pawned  the 
time  together  under  a  deep  impression  of  the  improbability 
of  our  ever  meeting  a^in  in  the  present  life.  At  n,  late  hour 
four  of  the  company  sent  for  their  mate,  and  spreail  them  on 
the  floor  of  my  room,  while  a  neighbouring  chief  whom  I  had 
know^n  in  England  sent  his  wife  and  two  slav^  over  to  my 
hou8e  with  various  articles  of  bedding  for  me  during  the 
night,  as  be  knew  that  my  own  were  all  on  board.  Shortly 
after  midnight  ray  friends  lay  down  on  the  floor,  and  I 
stretched  myself  on  my  bed,  telling  them  to  wake  me  at  four 
in  the  morning.     They  still  continued  talking,  however,  and 
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iu  their  anxiety  about  tha  time  disturbed  me  more  than  onoe. 
About  four  we  aroae,  and  after  spending  a  short  time  together 
in  that  commuuiou  of  f<<<eliug  which  had  forme*.!  tht;  IhuLi  of 
uiir  intercourse,  and  receiving  from  my  frieiidx  the  Latest  ex- 
preBsion  of  their  affectionate  feeling,  and  the  kind  wiaboi 
w>iich  they  hod  written  down  for  me  on  the  margin  of  «piec« 
of  Dewapaper  after  I  bad  tarn  down  to  rest,  we  set  out  by  the 
starlight  of  early  morning  towards  the  beach.  The  friendljr 
chief  who  had  sent  me  my  bed  for  the  night  1  found  wuting' 
under  btH  verandah.  He  luld  me  a  canoe  wn£  ready  for  me  oa 
the  shore,  and  he  then  bade  me  farewell.  Before  we  were 
well  out  of  his  compound  a  man  came  to  say  that  the  ship 
wae  getting  under  way.  We  hastened  on;  the  moon  waa 
shining  brightly^  and  only  a  faint  line  of  light  indicated  the 
approach  of  the  dawn.  ^\lien  at  the  water's  edge,  1  took  a 
hurried  leave  of  my  friends,  and  stepping  into  the  Httle  light 
canoe,  was  soon  on  my  way  to  the  ship,  Hatti  and  hands 
ve^re  waved  as  long  as  they  conid  be  seen*  btit  I  was  sood 
unable  to  di>>itin^»h  anything  beyond  the  white  Inmboa 
covering  the  figures  i^till  standing  on  the  beach. 

On  reaching  the  "  Castro,"  I  found  the  anchor  nearly  up. 
The  wind  was  fair,  ao  that  before  six  we  were  out  of  the  har- 
bour, the  white  snrf  rolling  on  the  reefs  behind  Ufl,  and  a 
light  breeze  from  Ihe  land  wafting  ua  over  the  oc^iui.  From 
the  poop  of  our  vewaol  I  stood  and  gazed  with  strongly  ex- 
cited feelings  on  the  peopled  shore,  where  the  friends  I  had 
left  still  lingered,  and  between  whom  in  their  comparatively 
isulat'ed  solitude,  and  the  deeply  interesteii  frienda  in  my  own 
remote  native  land,  I  had  been  as  the  wire  of  the  telegraph, 
the  medium  of  coramunicating  thoughts  and  wishe!)  of  hal- 
lowed sympathy  and  kindness.  And  thia»  without  reference 
to  Other  advautafjes  that  may  result  from  my  visit,  I  felt  to 
be  a  more  than  ample  compensation  for  any  trifling  inconve- 
nience the  vuyage  had  occasioned.     I  had  often  before,  eep^^ 
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cially  while  performmg  qKarantioe,  gazed  on  the  wooded 
shores  of  Madagascar,  but  they  had  never  looked  more  beau- 
tiful than  on  this  morning,  an  the  sun  rose  from  a  cloudless 
horizon,  burnishing  with  his  beama  range  after  range  of  the 
long  flat-topped  or  oral-shaped  monntaios  that  stretched  far 
away  towards  the  interior.  The  sumtnitc;  and  the  ridges  of 
theue  rnotmtains  reflected  from  their  clearly  defined  outlmes 
the  rapidly  increasing  light,  while  the  intervening  valleys 
were  filled  with  white  clouds  or  mists,  those  nearest  theehore 
occasionally  exhibiting  the  sharp  clear  marking  of  the  tope  of 
the  trees  above  the  gradually  di^pating  vapours,  while  their 
lower  portioua  were  entirely  concealed. 

It  waa  long  before  I  left  my  pout  of  observation,  but  when 
at  last  I  entered  ray  cabin  I  found  that  a  tolerably  good  ar- 
rangement of  Tny  luggage  had  been  made.  One  or  two  bales 
of  orcliida,  too  large  to  be  got  into  any  box  or  basket,  had 
been  fixed  under  my  bed  for  greater  aecurity,  while  boxes  and 
ba»k6t^  were  piled  all  around,  almost  up  to  the  ceiling,  so  as 
only  to  leave  me  room  enough  to  get  into  my  berths  I  found 
my-  servant  overwhelmed  with  as  many  cares  as  if  he  had 
been  a  collector  for  the  Zoological  Society,  for  he  had  bro\]gbt 
on  board  a  large  monkey,  a  ring-tailed  squirrel,  a  large  parrot 
or  cockato<i.  with  a  parrot  of  Huialler  size,  three  or  four  par- 
tridges, a  couple  of  the  native  guinea  fowl,  besides  other 
curiodtiea  for  hia  friends  at  Mauritius.  The  cabin  of  the 
veeael  was  large,  and  would  have  been  airy^  hut  all  except  the 
centre  occupied  by  the  table  waa  filled  with  truesea  of  hay, 
over  which  we  crept  to  our  berths,  and  which  served  ua  for 
seats  at  our  raeals.  This  hay  was  part  of  the  provender  for 
the  cattle^  of  which  we  had  a  hundred  and  thirty  large  fat 
animals  on  board^  sixty-five  in  the  hold,  and  the^me  number- 
on  deck.  Our  captain  waj*  obliging,  the  wind  fair  though' 
light,  and  we  reached  Mauritius  in  the  short  space  uf  sevea 
days.  .       .         - 
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Aa  we  approached  the  bhore  the  aummite  of  the  Peter  Botite, 
tiie  Ponce,  and  other  mountains  which  I  had  photographed 
more  than,  once,  looked  very  familiar.  On  tlie  30th  of  Sep- 
tember we  entered  the  harbour  of  Port  Lonis,  having  been 
favoured  with  a  smooth,  pleasant,  and  unuguaily  quick  passage. 
One  of  the  native  teachers  came  on  hoard  our  vessel,  and  on. 
tlie  beacli  I  was  cordially  welcomed  by  M.  Le  Brmi,who  kindly 
invited  me  to  hia  houae.  Here,  while  renewing'  ray  inter- 
course with  his  family,  I  was  deeply  affected  by  the  moumfuL 
accounts  I  received  of  the  fearful  devastations  of  the  dholera, 
from  which  the  island  was  even  then  scarcely  free.  During 
the  d»y  I  called  on  some  of  my  reDiaining  friends,  several  of 
whom  I  found  ill,  not  having  recovered  from  the  anxiety  and 
depression  they  had  Buffered  during  the  prevalence  of  tha 
disease,  and  some  of  tbem  had  themselves  been  more  or  less 
affected.  I  felt  an  indescribable  satlueas  as  I  went  from  one 
house  to  another.  The  place  seemed  no  longer  the  same^ 
death  bad  made  so  many  fearful  chasms.  My  meeting  with 
the  survivors  of  some  of  my  most  valued  friendsi^  Mr.  Kelsey'a 
family  in  particiUar.  was  to  me  peculiarly  sorrowful,  especially 
the  meeting  nnth  his  daughter,  who  had  always  been  a  member 
of  the  happy  family  circle  to  which  I  bad  so  often  been  ad- 
mitted. 

During  my  abort  stay  in  Mauritius  several  opportunities 
occurred  for  receiving  communications  from  Madagascar,  but^ 
no  tidings  arrived  of  any  change  iu  the  views  of  the  govern- 
ment or  the  progress  of  public  events  in  that  countiy.  la 
the  month  of  Kovember,  having  received  letters  from  England 
which  rendered  it  desirable  to  direct  my  course  to  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope,  I  immediately  prepared  for  departure,  and  on  the 
SJOth  of  December  sailed  from  Port  Louis  in  the  "  Annie," 
a  small  brig  of  about  one  hundred  and  twenty  tons'  burden, 
bound  fur  Table  Bay,  which  I  reached  in  safety  two  and 
twenty  days  after  leaving  MauritJus. 
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COLOSY  OP  THE  CAPfi  OF  QOOD  HOPE, 

'  vtait  to  the  Ml^sioiinry  Si^ttlcmcnU in  llic  Cnpe  Colony.  —  Journey  to  Paarl.  — 
African  OmuibuacH.  —  DriTing  ten  in  n^iid.  —  InlciToursc  with  an  aged 
Mis8ii>RHr7.  —  Dt;p!U'turo  froTH  Capo  Tuwn.  —  Acciitoat  on    Iho  KoAd. — 

Aspect  of  thi;  Cuunti^',  —  Variety  anJ  ALiindancc  uf  Fltiwcrs  and  Fmits 

Zarbraiik.  —  An  AfricjiTi  Congregation.  —  The  Montftgue  Puss.— Ostriclips. 
—  Kxtent  and  &'«uty  gf  tho  Cango  Cnvcms. -— HospilftJiiy  of  a  Negro 
"Wotaat).  —  Jlatzin'ft  Rivifere-^Sflllennflil  of  African  Christinrs,  —  Spirited 
Conduct  of  the  Pcoplu  of  Oii'lsUflrn,  —  Journey  ncrosa  the  Desert  — Griuif 
Heynct.  —  Fruits  uf  Frugality  and  laduEtty,  —  Flight  of  I.ocus[«,  —  Lrfirgo 
Uteris  of  SpringbolLg.  —  KinnlntJES  of  Mf.  GillillBD,  Wotid>cii'  HiU.  ^EocAmp* 

mcTit  on  the  Banks  of  tlie  Ortingo  lUvcr,  —  Subsitknc-c  of  tbo  Wntcn ^ 

.Tournry  to  RiilipoliB,  —  fjuuday  with  the  Gnijuas.  —  State  &ni]  Prgspccte  of 
the  People. ^Hosjiiitttilf  of  iho  Boers. ^Shecpshearing  in  Suutb  Africa.— 
Crudock.  —  Discaae  Hinong  Elio  Cattle.  —  Orange  Grove.  —  Vcuomous  Iteii- 
tilcB,—  Anecdotes  of  Caftrca.  —  VUit  to  Mr.  Hurt  at  Glen  Avon. 


On  proceeding  to  tbe  residence  of  Mr.  Tbompson,  the  agent 
of  the  Ivondon  Missionary  Society  in  Cape  Town,  I  found 
letters  from  England  urgently  requesting  tne  to  visit  the 
Beverul  stations  of  the  Socinjty  in  the  colony,  and  Mr.  Ttomp- 
son  having  proposed  to  larcompftny  me,  we  immedifttely  com- 
menced the  necessary  preparations  for  oiu*  journey. 

In  tbe  mean  time  I  paid  a  visit  to  Paarl,  a  station  about 
Jfcirty-five  miles  from  Cape  Town,  and  lying  rather  out  of  the 
line  of  nur  route.  I  eet  out  in  an  omnibus  drawn  the  chief 
part  of  the  way  by  ten  horsee,  two  ahreiLst.  Tbe  road  lay 
ftKToss  a  wide  sandy  plain  called  the  Cape  Flatn.  I  hnd  long 
been  familiar  with  Cape  heaths  and  meBembryanthemums,  but 
the  vast  numbers  of  the  latter  growing  in  the  dry  white  aand 
in  every  direction,  and  the  miles  and  miles  of  beautiful  heaths, 
were  to  me  a  new  and  most  pleasing  spectacle.     One  species, 
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apparently  the  /•lef/aniisseiTtuj.,  a  tall  etfaggling  plant  with  a 
Lunch  of  bright  scarlet  trmupet-ftbaped  flowers  near  the  tenni- 
Qiktion  of  its  long  slender  bnmcbes,  waa  fitrikiogly  coDHpicuoim 
above  the  rest. 

As  WB  approached  to  Poarl,  the  road  waa  bordered  with  ver- 
dant fir-trees  and  oaki  aad  mucli  of  the  ueighbouriag'  laud 
appeared  U>  be  iindt?r  cultivation,  Paarl  is  in  the  midst  of  a 
wine  country^^  and  the  white-watled  houses  of  the  farmers 
presented  a  novel  and  a^^reeable  dpeeULcle,  being  generally 
eltimted  in  the  midst  of  their  vinejardB,  which  are  fenced 
with  walls  of  turf  fre<[uently  planted  witli  a  broad-leaved 
briiir  bearing  a  large  tsiugle  white  flower.  The  town  appeared 
to  ine  almost  Dutch,  A  sort  of  raised  terrace,  called  a  *'  stoup^** 
extends  along  the  whole  front  of  the  houses.  Here  parties 
ladiea  were  sitting,  some  reading,  others  working  or 
with  their  coiiipauioue,  and  all  appiirently  enjoying  the 
of  the  evening.  Proceeding  to  the  dwelling  of  Mr.  Barker,  t 
found  him  a  blind  and  aged  man,  sitting  outside  his  door 
talkixig  with  some  of  the  people.  In  very  early  life  we  had 
been  acquaints  in  England^  but  lie  had  now  been  more  thaa 
forty  yeara  in  Africa,  and  we  had  only  met  once  for  a  few 
hours  on  my  pre^^ous  visit  to  the  Cape.  We  had  paesed 
through  widely  different  scenes  during  the  long  interval  of 
sc'paration,  and  our  unexpected  meeting  here  led  to  retrospects 
of  the  past  mutually  interesting,  and  deeply  affecting  to  uti 
both. 

While  Kitting  ia  Mr.  Barker^s  house  in  the  evening,  I  lieard 
the  sound  of  singing  in  the  adjacent  school-room,  and  went 
over  to  listen  to  the  exercbies  of  a  Hinging-claas  taught  by  one 
of  Mr.  Barker's  daughters.  The  pupils  were  all  Africaus,  and 
I  was  much  pleased  with  the  excellent  voices  of  many  of  the 
young  people.  Here  I  also  met  with  Mr.  James  Kead,  whom 
1  had  known  in  England,  and  who  hat!  been  diachargitig  the 
duties  of  the  pastor  in  the  absence  of  Mr.  Barker,  his  wife's 
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father,  who  hail  been  to  the  Cape  in  the  hope  of  receiving 
benefit  to  his  sight. 

The  Rbundance  of  fruit  npon  oiir  breakfasfc-tafale  the  fol* 
lowing  morning  was  to  me  an  agreeable  novelty.  The  peaches, 
figs,  mtill.^eTriee,  and  grapefl  were  exceedingly  fine,  though  the 
latter  were  scftrcely  ripe.  Mr*  Barker  and  I  passed  the  greater 
part  fjf  the  day  under  a  large  apricot-tree  in  the  orchard  at 
the  back  of  bis  bouae,  conversing  nearly  the  whole  time  on 
mis^onary  affairs  connected  with  the  Htation, 

I  was  stirring'  by  daybreak  the  next  morning,  and  >>y  five 
was  again  sealed  on  the  omnibus,  returning  to  Cape  Town  aa 
fast  as  ten  boraes  could  convey  us.  The  box  was  occupied  by 
two  drivenj,  both  men  of  colour.  One  of  them  held  the  reina 
ten  in  hond^  and  the  other  plied  the  whip,  touching  tip  the 
leaders,  when,  necessary,  with  perfect  ease  and  precision. 

Itt  order  to  accomplish  the  long  journey  l>efore  me  as 
(|uiekly  an  possible,  horses  hail  been  selected  instead  of  oxeu, 
anil  late  in  the  afternoon  of  the  23rd  of  January,  Mr.  Thomp^ 
son  and  I  left  Cape  Town  in  a  covered  cart  drawn  by  four 
horse?.  We  bad  scarcely  proceeded  more  than  eight  miles 
when  our  leaders,  taking  fright  at  a  waggon,  started  off  the 
road,  and  our  cart  was  in  an  instant  overturned  into  a  sort  of 
pit  from  which  sand  had  been  dug  for  repairing  the  road.  I 
was  a  good  deal  bruised  by  the  fall,  and  we  went  on  njore 
sluwly  until  about  midnight,  when  we  reached  Somerset  or 
IlriUentot's  Holland.  Here  we  stopped  at  an  hotel  kept  by 
an  Englishman,  of  whom  we  obtained  a  bed  but  no  refresh- 
ment. Early  the  next  morning  we  resumed  oiu*  journey,  and 
soon  reached  the  commencement  of  the  Sir  Lowry  Pai5s.  As 
we  advanced  towarda  the  aunimit,  I  was  delighted  with  the 
new  kinds  of  flowers  which  appeared  by  the  sides  of  the  road, 
PKpecially  the  esculent  and  amaranthine  species.  The  rocky 
piles  of  the  mountain's  summit  towered  high  above  ua,  while 
white  clouds  clearly  defined  concealed  all  the  valley  below. 
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Iwyond  which  the  waters  of  the  oceoii  faintly  reflected  the 
rajs  of  the  moruiug  sun.  In  one  part  of  our  journey  we 
Baw  numbere  of  Bniall  tortoises,  at  another  place  partridges 
ran  along  the  rood  for  a  cvnaiderable  distance  before  us;  but 
the  great  variety  of  plaute,  especially  bulbe,  gladiolua,  or 
Watsouia,  stretchmg  along  for  miles  on  either  aide,  were  par- 
ticularly attractive.  .  -  ■ 

On  the  second  night,  when  we  stopped  at  a  farm  house,  I 
walked  into  the  garden  or  orchard,  and  was  truly  astotiished 
at  the  abundance  of  the  produce.  The  fig-trees  were  covered 
with  large  well-formed  fruit,  apples  were  equally  abundant, 
hut  the  pear-trees  were  literally  loaded^  and  the  branches  of 
the  peach-trees  bung  straight  down  from  the  weight  of  the 
fruit,  which  hung  on  the  boughs  as  thickly  as  gooseberries 
hang  on  their  bushes  in  England.  The  peach-trees  were  not 
trained  against  any  railing  or  other  support.,  but  were  all 
standards.  Some  of  the  fruit-trees  appeareil  not  to  have 
had  the  least  pruning,  but  were  growing  in  all  the  rank 
luxuriance  of  nature.  The  fruit  was  sraall,  and,  as  compared 
with  the  flame  kinds  in  England,  rather  woolly  and  insipid. 
The  vegetables  in  the  same  garden  comprised  maize,  French 
beans,  carrots,  beet,  cucumbers,  and  pumpkiniL  Amongst 
the  flowers  were  the  common  monthly  rose,  the  larkspur, 
the  old-fashioned  purple  stock,  valerian,  and  aome  onrious 
cactuses. 

On  the  following  morning  we  resumed  our  journey,  and  in 
the  aflernonn  reached  the  missionary  station  of  Zurbraak, 
having  travelled,  since  leaving  Cape  Town^  1 75  miles  in  less 
than  four  days.  Zurbraak  is  situated  in  a  somewhat  con- 
tracted valley,  and  occupies  the  sides  of  a  small  river,  from 
which  a  portion  of  the  land  is  irrigated.  There  are  al>out 
160(1  people  connected  with  this  station,  but  many  were 
absent  in  service,  or  at  work  in  Swellendimi  and  the  neigh- 
hoarhood.     Mr.  Helm,  the  resident  missionary,  received  ub 
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kiiiiiiy,  mad  the  next  moruiiig  I  attended  public  woriihip  in 
the  chapelj  a  good  aubstantial  building.  About  500  persons 
were  present,  all  persona  of  colour,  and  many  of  them  Hat^ 
tentots.  All  were  clothed  in  European  dresfiee,  the  women 
wearing  either  a  loose  cotton  bonnet,  or  a  himdkercbief  on 
their  heads.  This  waa  the  first  Afiican  congregation  I  bail 
seeDj  and  I  was  struck  with  the  light  colour,  and  peculiarly 
angular  and  Tartar-like  physiognomy  of  the  Hottentote. 
The  deportment  of  the  penple  was  attentive  and  seriouB,  and 
I  waa  much  pleased  with  the  fine  voices  of  many  of  the  singers. 
Their  performance  waa,  perhaps,  not  always  scientificaliy 
correct,  and  BometiEQes  the  singing  waa  too  high ;  but  the 
tonea  of  some  of  the  voices,  their  softness,  as  well  aa  their 
compass,  were  such  as  are  rarely  siurpassed  in  ordinary  con- 
gregotiona. 

On  the  last  day  of  January  we  left  Zurbraak,  and  fipent  the 
following  Sunday  at  the  village  of  George  and  the  adjacent 
institution  of  Pecaltsdorp.  Here,  na  well  as  at  the  last 
station,  we  had  very  full  conferences  with  the  miasionariea 
and  the  people  respecting  the  important  objects  of  my  visit. 

On  the  Gth  of  February  we  ascended  the  celebrated 
Montague  Pass,  over  the  blue  moimtaina.  It  was  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  George  that  I  fi^rst  saw  the  beautiful 
T>'itoma  nvai'M,  now  designated  Veltheimia  or  Kniphofia, 
rearing  its  slender  upright  stalk  surmounbed  by  a  large  cluster 
of  pendant  trumpet -shaped  6owers,  with  yellow  centre  and 
tn&rlet  end^  By  the  sides  of  the  pass  I  also  observed  a 
number  of  graceful  ferns,  especially  one  niaea  of  the  very 
elegantly-growing  GUi^henia  poiT/podhides,  of  which  I  ga- 
thered a  specimen.  This  plant  spread  up  the  side  of  the  pass 
for  three  or  four  yardfl  from  the  road,  entirely  covering  the 
'JOM  of  the  rock.  Amongat  the  bulbit  was  one  bearing  a  dark 
blue  flower,  which  I  dug  up  and  placed  in  the  waggon. 
There  were  also  great  numbers  of  scarlet  amaranthine  plants 
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just  coming  ioto  flower.  In  the  afternoon  of  this  day  we 
paseed  a  couple  of  ostriclies.  They  were  feeding  among  the 
heath,  or  rather  tlie  low  shrubby  Rheinoraten  bnsh,  and  did, 
not  attempt  to  nm  until  we  bad  approached  witbin  twenty 
yards,  when  they  raised  up  their  long  necks,  apparently  seven 
or  eight  feet  high,  and  then  quietly  trotted  away,  the  elastic 
springing  of  the  feathers  of  their  wings  and  tail  imparting  to 
their  movements  a  singular  appearance.  Though  the  road  was 
in  some  parts  extremely  rough,  we  travelled  aboitt  fifty-two 
miles  during  the  day;  and  Miived  at  DyBalsdorp  a  little 
before  sunset. 

The  next  day  we  visited,  in  company  with  Mr.  Anderson, 
maay  objects  of  interest  at  the  station,  amongst  others  the 
data  across  the  Elephant's  river,  a  viilua,ble  watercourse  con- 
BtniCted  by  the  people  for  irrigating  their  land ;  and  early  on 
the  fullowing  morning  we  set  off  to  viait  a  settlement  recently 
formed  at  the  base  of  the  Zwarta  nioimtaina.  On  our  way  we 
again  passed  a  couple  of  oatrichee  and  eeveral  pairg  of  the  Cape 
turkey,  a  species  of  bustard.  After  travelling  about  sixteen 
mileiS  we  halted  at  Silvermansdorp.  Here  Mr.  Sehceman,  an 
hospitable  boer,  invited  U8  to  his  house,  and  furnished  us  with 
an  excellent  break&tit.  We  were  now  joined  by  another  party, 
including  a  Swetli<jh  naturalist.,  proceeding  to  the  celebrated 
Cango  Caverns,  which  we  also  intended  to  visit. 

From  this  point  we  proceeded  on  horseback,  threading  our 
way  through  thickets  of  mimosa,  or  among  Cragmeats  of 
rock,  by  the  margin  of  a  atreara  which  flowed  along  the 
bottom  of  a  deep  wooded  valley.  This  stream  we  frequently 
crossed — at  tiroes  passing  for  a  considerable  distance  along  it« 
course — the  water,  in  some  places^  scarcely  covering  the 
horses'  fetlockH,  in  otherg  reaching  to  the  girths.  Here  I 
fouud  a  new  kind  of  v^etation.  The  speckboom  or  elephants 
food,  Portuliicanxi  Afra^  was  abundant;  but  I  was  most 
gratified  on  meeting,  a&  with  old  friends,  with  several  sorts  of 
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geraniums  growing  in  their  uative  stAte.  Tlic  horse-fthoe 
aud  plain-leaved  soaxlet  were  qnite  large  shrubs,  aotaetiinca 
mx  or  seven  feet  higk  The  dark  oak-leaved  kind  grew 
vigiirtjuslj.  The  ivy-leaved  variety  spread  its  creeping 
branches  over  the  ailjiiceat  trees  and  opened  ite  pink  blossoms 
in  great  abimdonce.  In  other  places  1  noticed  eeveral  of 
the  finer  leaved  PelaryfytdumSf  with  small  and  delicately 
pendllcd  flowera. 

About  noon  we  left  the  stream,  and,  leading  out  horses 
some  distance  up  the  mouutain'a  side,  reached  the  entrance  to 
tlie  Cango  Caverns,  Having  provided  ourselves  with  guictea 
and  Wge  candles,  inserted  in  the  end  of  bamboD  cauf^s,  we 
proceeded  alung  a  paasage  about  six  feet  wide,  on  an  uneven, 
and  slippery  path,  for  nearly  forty  yards.  We  then  canie 
to  a  precipice,  which  we  descended  by  means  of  a  rude 
sort  of  latlder,  for  about  thirty  feet,  and  then  found  ourselves 
in  a  spncioua  subterrauean  hall  or  chamber,  from  Hisij  to  a 
hundred  feet  wide,  and  fifty  feet  high  ;  but,  though  our  party 
was  lai^  and  our  lights  numerous,  it  was  not  easy  tia  judge 
of  dimensions  under  such  circumstances.  This  chamber  is 
called  after  the  discoverer  of  the  cavern.  Van  Zil's  Hall.  In 
different  places  parta  of  the  dark  bluiab -coloured  original  lime- 
atone^  or  fjchietous  rock,  appeared,  but  the  sides  were  nearly 
covered  with  calcareous  incrustations,  and  the  roof  was 
hung  with  stalactites  of  varied  form,  but  chiefly  Email  and 
short.  A  number  of  apertures  or  chasms,  some  of  them  three 
Or  four  feet  wide,  opened  into  passages  leJiding  to  other  smaller 
chambers  or  grottoesj  some  covered  ivith  recently  crystalHaed 
Btalactites,  which  reflected  and  multiplied  our  lights  like  the 
cut  glass  of  a  chandelier*  In  others  the  ci^stalJisations  were 
in  a  state  of  decomposition.  Wo  visited  some  exceedingly 
btsiutiful  grottoes  ou  the  left-hand  side  of  the  large  entrance 
hull,  and  then  proceeded  further  towards  the  interior  of  the 
mountain,  passing  sometimes  through  a  aeries  of  chambers 
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connected  by  narrow,  and  at  times  difficult,  pa^sagee.  Few 
of  these  ciiambera  were  of  equal  dimeneions  with  the  first, 
but  most  of  them  were  lined  and  ornEinieated  with  stalactite 
formations  of  every  imaginable  abape,  and  in  variouH  stages  of 
crystallisation  or  decompositiou.  In  eoine  places  buttxesaes 
or  pilasters^  of  most  exquisite  brightness  and  of  elaborate 
combinations  of  form,  reached  down  the  aideB  of  iho  wall 
ffom  tht:  roof  to  the  floor.  In  others  dugle  pillars,  orcluetere 
of  small  pillara,  like  those  in  the  interior  of  a  cathedral,  rose 
from  the  floor  aud  spread  out  broader  at  the  top,  as  if  from 
thence  arches  were  to  apriug.  Sometimes  the  eitjUt^mites 
seemed  like  glaaey  tapering  couch  fixed  in  the  floor,  and 
reacbiug  nearly  to  the  roof.  The  floors  of  the  rooms  and 
poesogca  were  uneven  and  slippery,  generally  covered  with  a 
whititib  substance  like  slightly  sullied  snow.  But  it  would 
have  re(iuired,,  as  indeed  it  would  have  amply  repaid,  a  much 
longer  time  than  I  could  theu  command  to  examine  or  not« 
either  the  exact  dimensions  of  the  plaoe,  or  the  curious  (md 
strange  crystallisations  wliicU  crowded  around  me.  As  It  was, 
I  sometimes  foim^d  myself  left  alono  by  my  companions,  in 
consequence  of  having  lingered  to  look  on  the  incoDceivably 
striking  and  attractive  forma  which  surrounded,  and  ceiled> 
and  floored  some  exquisite  little  grotto  connected  by  a  cbaam 
Or  other  aperture*  with  the  main  gallery  or  passage,  like  one 
of  the  beautifid  little  marble  chapels  which  are  seen  in  the 
side  of  some  of  the  splendid  churches  of  Italy. 

The  silent  and  ceaseless  process  by  which  the  interiors  of 
these  sublime  templts  of  nature  bad  been  thutt  decorated  and 
furnished  was  apparent,  and  formed  not  the  least  interesting 
amongst  the  many  wonders  of  the  place.  A  circle  of  crystals, 
on  a  part  of  the  roof  where  drops  of  water  hung  suspended, 
marked  in  several  places  the  commencement  of  one  of  those 
singular  formations.  At  other  places  a  broad  based  cone  de- 
scended several  feet,  while  the  moisture  dripping  from  its 
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inverted  apex  indicated  that  tbe  beautiful  stalactite  was  Htill 
receiving  fresh  additions  to  its  size  and  form.  Sometiroea  I 
noticeil  small  marble-like  circles  on  the  floor,  at  others  the 
pyramid  rose  BeveraJ  feet  high,  itj  sniarait  presenting  a 
thiinble-shaped  cup  tUled  ivitt  wat^^r,  which,  overiiowinjj, 
spread,  down  tlie  sides.  lu  some  parts  the  cryatallisatious 
ftbove  and  beluw  appeared  to  have  no  connection,  but  in 
otherH  tbe  upper  and  lower  formations  appeared  to  be  imme- 
diately one  over  the  other,  the  lower  Btructure  being  formed 
by  the  Hme-impregnateil  water,  dripping  from  the  centre  of 
the  stalactite  above.  At  times  they  had  approached  within  a 
few  feet  of  each  other,  and  eome  were  so  united  as  to  exhibit 
tlie  form  of  a  gigantic  huur-glasN,  cut  with  exquisite  sharp- 
neas,  and  with  endless  variety  of  figure.  Besides  the  water 
dropping  cohatantly  from  the  roof,  there  were  frequent  cia- 
tem«  or  hollows  in  the  sides  or  floors  of  the  grottucfi,  like 
pure  alabaster  batbb,  filled  with  water  so  transparent  that 
Beveral  of  u&  stepped  more  than  ankle  deep  into  them,  with- 
out perceiving  anything  but  the  coral-like  stalagmite  at  tbe 
bottom.  The  water  was  cold  and  perfectly  ta.'^telesG.  In 
many  of  the  chambers  I  observed  names,  and  datea  of  the 
Tifiits  of  parties,  Bome  of  high  rank  and  station,  either  cut  in 
the  rock,  or  written  in  pencil  on  the  walls.  At  length,  after 
having  been  two  hours  in  the  cavern,  we  reached  the  spacious 
'"grilery,  said  to  he  800  feet  in  length,  and  designated  the 
Tbompaon  gallery,  from  its  having  lieen  first  explored  by  a 
gentleman  of  that  name  about  thirty  years  ago.  From  this 
point  we  retraced  our  steps,  visiting,  on  our  way  back,  several 
Btuall  and  exceedingly  beautiful  grottoes,  situated  along  the 
aidea  of  tho!»  by  which  we  had  passed  on  oiir  way  Into  the 
cavern. 

On  reaching  tbe  mountain  side  we  proceeded  to  the  house 
of  &  neighbouring  beer,  who  had  acted  as  our  guide,  and 
after  a  short  rest   pursued  our  JiflScult  way  through   the 
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tatigled  brufltwood  and  along  the  stony  bottom  of  iho  valley 
fur  several  mile3;  and  haviiig  crossed  the  river  more  than 
forty  times  during  the  jonruey  to  and  from  th*  ca.wem,  wt 
reached  a  more  open  country,  And  a  better  road  fi(?viewing, 
in  thought,  the  rare  and  wonderful  objects  I  had  so  recentlj 
left,  and  gazisg  on  the  bold  munQtain,  the  wood,  and  the 
deep  rocky  ravine,  with  its  choked-up  torrent  overgrown  vith 
wild  brusbwoot]  and  treea, — a  wild  untamed  wilderness,  differ- 
ing perhaps  little  from  what  it  wo*  three-quarters  of  a  century 
ago,  when  the  boer  Van  Zil  in  his  hunting  excursion  di»- 
covered  the  cavern, — I  found  myself  involuntarily  musing  on 
its  probable  aspect,  la  future  ftges,  under  the  influence  of  an 
augmented  population,  and  a  higher  order  of  civilisation. 

After  ridlDg  along  for  some  time,  we  "  off-saddleii,''  to  uso 
the  expression  of  the  coiintryj  in  order  to  allow  our  horees  to 
graze  a-Dd  rest  for  balf-an-hoiu'.  Tired  with  the  ex<Hteikient 
and  exerciBe  of  the  day,  I  lay  down  at  the  foot  of  a  moon- 
tain,  resting  my  head  upon  a  piece  of  rock,  and  soon  fell  faat 
asleep ;  hut  was  awakened  by  an  aged  negro  woma^  who 
lived  iu  a  hut  near  at  band>  and  bod  brought  ua  half-aHJoeeii 
ripe  Juicy  pew,  as  welcome  to  us  as  the  fr&ali  green  graaa 
WB&  to  our  hoisea.  Wlien  ]tlr.  Anderson  tendered  our  thanks, 
the  poor  woman  simply  replied,  "  I  thank  GcmI  :  He  gives  tia 
all-"  I  afterwards  found  that  fibe  occasionally  went  to  Mat- 
zie'a  Riviere,  ten  milea  distant,  when  Mr+  Anderaon  visited  the 
station  to  preach  to  the  people^ 

WTien  rested  and  refreshed  we  mounted  our  horses,  ftztd 
juKt  as  the  sun  was  setting  reached  Mat^ie^a  Kivi^re,  a  fertilo 
plain  at  the  foot  of  the  lofty  range  of  Zwartzberg  mountaine. 
The  good  people,  who  had  sent  horses  half  the  way  to  meet 
UB,  gave  UB  a  Kimple  but  cordial  welcome,  Ijiiuging  ub  refresh- 
ment to  the  large  old  house  of  the  former  proprietor;  and 
then,  after  assembLing  for  religious  worship,  retired  to  their 
diSereut  homeg. 
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Nest  momiug,  wbiltj  sitting  ai  our  br«akfa£t,  of  which 
excellent  fruit  formed  a  considerable  part,  I  looked  out  and 
saw  within  a  circular  fence,  at  a  short  distance  from,  the  houi^, 
ftigfat  or  ten  horses  driven  round  upon  a  quantity  of  straw 
spread  over  &  SBOotb  hard  clay  floor.     This  I  -n-M  infonoed 
WW  their  threshlDg  floor,  and  thus  the  com  was  trodden  oat, 
' '— a  process  which  I  oitefwards  witnessed  iu  mauj  other  parts 
of  the  colony.     During  the  day  we  accompanied  the  mi^onary 
and  a  number  of  the  people  to  their  gnuung  ground,  com 
ianda,  ganliene,  fountains,  and  difiejent  babitationsL     At  the 
latter  we  found  the  goodwife  had  usually  a  cup  of  coffee  and 
cakes,  or  a  dish  of  grapes  or  some  other  refreshment,  waiting 
ouTaniTaL     The  cottages,  though  designated  by  their  owners 
M  only  temporary  dweUings,  were  many  of  them  neat  mJ 
comfortable     All  coutaiaed  a  separate  and  partitioned  bed- 
room ;  and  I  was  som^imes  amusetl  at  the  aocumulalion  of 
treasures  which  the  outer  room  exhibited.     Each  had  a  table 
and  cbair^  or  some  ruder  kind  of  seat,  frequently  the  driving 
box  of  a  wi^gon.     In  one  cottage,  where  we  took  some  re- 
fredmient,  the  end  of  the  room  was  occupied  by  two  large 
buM  about  four  feet  deep,  built  up  in  brick-work  ^m  t^e 
floor,  and  filled  with  excellent  wheat,  in  quantityj  I  was  told, 
about  forty  bushels.     At  one  ccumer  of  the  same  room  hung 
the   fowUug-piece  of  the  masterj   with    powder-homs»  and 
shooting  apparatus  i  at  another  comer  the  adze,  the  axe,  the 
croas-cut  saw ;  and  in  a  third  the  spade  and  the  hoe ;  while 
dtiisels,  augers,  and  £maU  tools  were  stuck  into  differeat  part4 
of  the  thatch ;  and  on  a  pole  abore  hung  long  stripe  of  the 
dried  flesh  of  the  antelope,  and  other  beaeta.     The  ahelvi^  in 
tUfferent  parts,  were  occupied  with  articles  of  crockery-ware, 
bttides  a  coffee-pot,  and  a  brass  or  tin  ten-kettle.     Beyond 
theee,  the  akins  of  kids,  or  other  small  animals  conTerted 
into  bags,  with  the  hair  in^e,  but  the  l^s  proja^ting, — some 
af»pareDtly  filled  with  nails  or  other  valuables,  —  hung  from 
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(liffereut  parts  of  the  walls.     The  cooking-place  waa  gene- 
rally in  a  low  shed  outside. 

In  the  evening  the  people  aasembled  in  considerable  num- 
bers for  public  worebip.  Many  of  the  mea  remiiined  for 
friendly  conference  with  the  raiaeioiiary  uutil  a  late  hour. 
At1*r  we  had  retired  for  the  night,  we  were  disturbed  by 
the  loud  barking  of  the  dogs^  who  had  found  in  one  of  the 
gordeni)  a  porcupine,  which  they  killed* 

Soon  (ifter  daybreak  the  nest  momiug  we  took  leave  of 
our  friends.  Eight  or  nine  of  the  men  accompanied  ns  on 
horseback  for  several  miles,  when  we  all  alighted,  and  after  a 
hearty  farewell  we  reatimed  our  journey,  and  they  returned 
to  their  homes. 

ThB  members  of  this  interesting  community,  and  there 
were  about  forty  families,  both  men  and  women,  were  all  a 
few  years  ago  slavea.  In  this  condition,  however,  they  had 
received  religious  instruction,  and  had  become  Christian  men 
xtnd  women.  Slavery  had  maile  them  familiar  with  labour, 
and  this  has  proved  their  great  advantage.  When  emanci- 
pated, their  labour  soon  brought  its  return.  Christianity 
taught  them  prudence  in  the  use  of  their  earning,  and  thus 
they  were  soon  able  to  buy  a  few  goats,  or  sheep  and  oxen^ 
Two  or  three  years  ago,  eighteen  of  them,  led  by  the  mis- 
sionary, united  in  renting  this  farm  of  8000  acres.  The 
cultivation  of  the  farm  enabled  them  to  pay  the  rent  punctu- 
ally ;  and  a  year  ago  tliey  entered,  before  the  constituted 
authorities,  into  a  legal  agreement  to  purchase  it  far  4000/., 
to  be  paid  by  instalments  with  six  per  cent  interest.  One 
thousand  pounds  was  to  be  paid  in  the  month  of  November 
after  our  visit,  and  ilr.  Anderson  said  he  had  no  doubt  that 
the  money  would  be  all  ready  by  the  specified  time.  Every 
one  of  the  landowners  possesses  a  team  of  oxen,  and  all  but  one 
a  waggon.  They  possess,  moreover,  a  large  number  of  horses, 
besides  cows,  sheep,  and  goats.  They  have  divided  the  land 
into  twenty  parts :  Mr.  Anderson,  who  has  led  them  on  in 
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every  step,  taking  one  part ;  and  they  have  every  prospect  of 
soon  behoIdiDg  the  whole  their  own-*  Tlie  few  regulations  of 
the  comiauniiyare  simple  and  judicious.  One  is,  that  no  in- 
toxicating drink  shall  be  sold  in  the  place.  Every  one  of  these 
men  gave  hie  vote  at  the  late  election  of  members  to  be  sent 
by  this  district  to  the  South  African  parliament ;  1  was  told 
that  their  sufii-f^es  were  solicited  by  more  thirn  one  candidate. 

Arrangements  were  matle  whilo  I  was  there  for  securing 
the  services  of  a  schoolmaster;  and,  they  hope,  lUtimately,  to 
provide  the  requisite  nie^ns  for  tlieir  own  spiritual  instruc- 
tion. I  left  them  not  only  with  a  high  degree  of  satisfaction, 
on  account  of  what  I  hail  witneeaed,  but  with  Bentiments  of 
deep  respect;  and  at  our  last  parting  interview  I  alluded  to 
the  goodneas  of  Ood  towards  them,  their  own  great  reaponei- 
bility,  and  the  glorious  future  before  them  as  being  among 
the  pionePFB  of  their  clasa  throughout  the  country. 

After  a  fatiguing  journey — a  great  part  of  the  way  through 
the  rocky  defiles  which  we  had  previoualy  traversed — we 
rejiched  the  recently-established  hut  thriving  village  of  Oud- 
shom.  The  labours  of  Mr.  Anderson  had  been  for  some  time 
divided  between  the  inhabitants  of  this  place  and  tlioae  of 
Dysalsdorp;  and  early  in  the  evening  we  met  the  people  in 
the  neat  substantial  chapel,  which  they  had  recently  trected, 
for  the  purpose  of  deliberating  on  important  arrangements 
connected  with  the  education  of  their  children  and  their  own 
religious  benefits  I  was  highly  gratified  with  the  lively,  ac- 
tive, and  prosperous  state  of  the  Christian  coramunily  here, 
more  especially  with  the  commendable  efforts  they  had  made, 
and  were  still  proposing  to  make,  for  sustaining  the  ordinancea 
of  religion  amongst  themselves.  These  laudable  purposes 
they  have  since  fully  carried  out,  and  their  highly-esteemed 


*  Willjiri  the  Inst  few  weeks  1  Itavc  Icnirnqd,  Ijy  a  letter  from  Mr.  AiitltcsoD, 
tliat  pnjxpi^rily  aill  altcnila  tdia  interesting  cuiumUDity,  lIlAt  lliej  hd.Vi:i  putd  one 
balf  tite  [mrchtwt-monny  of  iheir  landa,  and  liavc  every  prospect  of  pajirg  tite 
wfaolc  wiiLin  ilic  sLipulalcd  tlmu'. 
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minuder  is  now  generously  suppnrted  by  the  people  amongst 
whom  he  labours,  Sunday,  Fe-bniary  the  Uth,  was  ushered 
in  by  a  meeting  for  prayer  at  suurtse^  At  the  foreuoon  Ber- 
vice  many  more  attended  than  could  gain  admisaion  io  the 
chapel ;  and  about  two  hundred  communicauts  aft^srwards 
united  in  partakiug^  of  the  Lord's  Supper.  Their  serious  and 
earnest  attention  during  the  Bervices  of  the  day  afforded  me 
much  gatiHfactron.  In  the  afternoon  we  proceeded  to  Dywils- 
<lorp,  eighteen  miles  distant,^  where  a  large  congregation  met 
for  public  worship  in  the  evening-, 

On  Monday  the  12th,  after  an  important  meeting  with  the 
people  of  the  placcj  Mr.  Thompson  and  I  took  leave  of  Mr. 
Anderson  and  his  sieter,  grateful  for  the  hospitality  and  kiud- 
nesB  we  had  received.  We  next  directed  our  course  towarde 
the  Karroo,  or  desert,  which  we  had  to  pass  before  reaching 
Graaf-Reinet.  In  order  to  relieve  our  horses  as  much  as  pofl- 
eible  we  seut  them  on  three  days' journey,  that  they  might  be 
lietter  prepared  for  the  most  difficult  part  of  the  route.  Fol- 
lowing with  oxen  we  reached  the  place  where  they  had  been 
waiting  on  Wednesday  night,  and  on  Thursday  morning,  after 
ascending  a  sort  of  defile,  called  De  Beers  Port,  we  entered 
the  Karroo.  About  noon  we  came  to  a  pool  of  muddy  water, 
near  a  soHtary  house,  where  we  halted  to  rest,  and  to  give  our 
horees  water ;  the  last  we  expected  tfl  obtain  for  them  until 
the  desert  was  ]iassed.  A  Dutch  New  Testament  was  received 
with  espre^sions  of  thankfulness  by  the  mistress  of  this  soli- 
tary dwelling,  who  refused  any  payment  for  tlie  water  for  our 
horses^  or  milk  for  onrselves.  In  about  an  hour  we  departed, 
and  were  now  traversing  the  desertj  bordered  on  the  side  by 
which  we  had  entered  with  low  bairen  hills,  but  stretching 
away  to  the  eaetward  and  northward,  as  far  a3  the  eye  could 
reach,  in  one  dreary,  treeless  waste,  with  only  here  and  there 
a  very  distant  hill  looming  in  the  horizon. 

The  soil  of  this  desert  ie  hard-baked  reddish  earth,  level 
rock,  or  gritty  sand  and  loose  stones.     The  only  vegetation 
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vroB  &  sparae  prickly  sort  of  stunted  l>iisb,  seldom  a  font  high, 
witJi  aeveraJ  varieties  of  euphorbia  and  mesembryanthenium. 
We  saw  tt  few  birds,  but  all  besides  was  a  Itlank  and  dreary 
waste.    Ever  since  leaving  the  pool  of  water  one  of  onr  horses 
had  aliown  symptoms  of  dieeaee,  and  about  five  o'clock  our 
driver  said  he  did  not  thijik  it  would  live,  and  that  if  it  died 
we  should  never  get  the  waggon  acrOBS  the  desert  with  the 
rest     In  this  predicament  we  halted  for  the  night,  and  per- 
ceiving a  tent  and  a  couple  of  waggons  at  a  short  digtaneCj 
belonging  to  Bome  boers  who  are  in  the  habit  at  certain 
BeaBon&  of  the  year  of  moving  about  the  borders  of  tbe  desert 
with  laTjE;e  flocks  of  sheep,  we  were  truly  glad  to  find,  on  iu- 
qiiliy,  that  they  had  a  horae  which  they  were  willing  to  ex- 
change or  sell*     Ou  this  occaraon  we  slept  all  night  in  our 
waggon  in  the  open  desert,  and  having  ol>tained  a  fresh  horse 
the  next  morning   resumed  our  journey.     In  two  or  three 
hours,  however,  two  other  horses  became  ill,  and  as  the  driver 
said  they  could  go  no  further  we  halted  till  the  cool  of  the  day. 
We  had  walked  a  great  part  of  the  distance  to  relieve  our 
boraet^  every  now  and  then  passing,  either  on  the  road  or  near 
it,  the  whitening  skeleton  of  some  poor  toil-worn  beast  which 
hatl  there  found  its  last  resting-place.     Towards  evening  we 
wt  off  again,   proceeding  at  a   kIow  pace  until   about   nine 
o^clock,  when  we  gave  our  Iioraes  half  tbe  provender  that  re- 
mained, but  looked  in  vain  for  water.     At  midnight  we  had 
thunder  ajid  lightning,  and  rain,  but  the  tilt  of  our  waggon 
kept  us  dry.     Soon  after  daybreak  we  were  a^ain  moving, 
and  again  in  the  course  of  a  few  houre  our  horses  showed 
ugna  of  fatigue.    We  therefore  walked  on  a  considerable  way, 
and  in  about  an  hour  and  a  half  reached  Braakfoutayn,  where 
we  found  water  and  provender.     The  horses,  as  soon  &&  they 
were  unharnesped,  ran  to  the  green  grass  growing  by  the  side 
of  tbe  fountain,  and  began  to  eat  most  voraciously ;  they  then 
turned  to  the  water,  but  drank  less  than  I  expected  j  their 
next  enjoyment  was  a  good  roll  in  the  dust.    They  afterwards 
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eagerly  consumed  a  nuinber  of  small  sheaves  of  oate,  called 
out-Lay,  which  is  the  usual  provender  for  horses  in  the  colony. 

At  the  eatne  farm-house  where  we  procured  the  oaXn  we 
also  obtained  bread  aud  milk,  and  excellent  grapea,  for  our  own 
breakfast,  I  afterwards  went  to  one  of  the  large  barna  or  out- 
houses near,  into  which  a  number  of  CaflPre  and  Fingoe  women 
were  carrying  on  their  heaile  lutskets  of  grapes ;  and  on  en- 
tering the  place  saw,  towards  one  end,  a  large  heap  of  bunches 
of  fine  ripe  grapes,  which  the  master  informed  us  were  to  be 
used  in  making  brandy.  The  grapes  art?  first  put  into  large 
vata  or  bag?,  formed  by  attaching  a  builock's  hide  by  it«  edges 
and  four  polea,  and  leaving  it  to  sink  down  in  the  middle.  I 
thought,  as  I  looked  at  the  heap,  tliat  such  fine,  ripe,  jaicy 
looking  fruit  might  have  been  appropriated  to  &  better 
purpose. 

The  place  where  the  grapes  grew  was  at  &ome  distance,  but 
close  to  this  lone  dwelling,  ou  the  border  of  the  wide  desert,  I 
was  delighted  to  find  a  little  spot  inclosed  as  a  flower-garden, 
in  which  lilies,  gladioluses,  balsams,  cockecomba,  >ftocks,  pinks, 
passion  flowers,  very  stunted  dahltiuB,  and  other  flowers,  afl 
well  as  culinary  herba,  were  growing. 

The  features  of  the  country,  in  the  direction  opposite  to  the 
desert,  were  characteriaed  by  that  vastness,  mas-sive  solidity, 
and  grandeur  which  had  marked  all  the  mmt  striking  por- 
tions of  African  scenery  that  I  had  yet  seeii>  and  which  made 
the  picturesque  mountains  and  valleys  of  ;!Maiiritius  appear, 
in  coraparieon,  only  like  charming  little  miniature  models  of 
nature.  The  Camdeboo  noountainB  lay  a  few  miles  distant  in 
a  northerly  direction,  presenting,  at  different  parte  along  the 
range,  the  perpendicular  wall-like  summit  and  long  flat  top 
80  peculiar  to  thia  part  of  Africa ;  and  beyond  these,  to  the 
north-east,  the  loftier  range  of  the  Sneuwberg  stretched  far 
away  iu  the  distant  horizon* 

Soon  after  noon  we  resumed  our  journey,  and  often  resting 
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at  intervals,  twice  crossing  the  Simday  river,  and  walking 
a  considerable  way  in  the  dark,  we  reacHed  Graaf  Eeinet 
at  a  late  hour,  having  travelled  during  the  day  about  fifty 
miles.  The  missioDary  at  the  atatioa  kindly  welcomed  ua, 
and  soon  provided  food  for  the  horses,  and  refreshineut  and 
lodging  for  ourselves.  The  rest  of  the  nt;xt  day,  which  waa 
the  Sabbath,  was  truly  welcome  after  six  days'  travelling.  The 
driver  reported  the  horses  well,  but  rery  hungry,  so  we  hoped 
they  would  hold  out,  aa  we  had  no  more  desertis  to  cross. 

In  the  forenoon  I  attended  public  worahip,  where  about  five 
hundred  coloured  people  assembled  in  their  neat  and  spacious 
stune  chapel,  which  had  been  recently  enlarged.  It  waa  the 
day  on  which  the  claims  of  those  who  were  fighting  the  battles 
of  Eugknd  in  the  Crimea,  were,  according  to  previous  an- 
nouncement, presented  by  the  niisaionary  to  the  notice  of  the 
penpk%  and  their  cnllec'tion  towards  the  Patriotic  Fund  ia 
England  amounted  to  more  than  ten  pounds.  Collections  of 
a  similar  kind  were  ahont  ibis  time  made  in  most  of  the 
missionary  congxegationa  of  people  of  colour,  and  this  was 
about  the  Bum  which  several  of  them  contributed,  a  sum  not 
indeed  large  in,  itself,  but  ae  an  expression  of  sympathy  and 
good  feeling  highly  commendable. 

The  following  day  we  spent  in  visiting  the  school,  and  de- 
liberating with  the  minister  and  the  people  on  the  affairs  of 
the  station,  and  the  more  immediate  objects  of  my  viait.  On 
the  morning  of  the  gist  of  February  we  took:  our  departure, 
the  good  people  furnishing  lis  with  a  team  of  eight  strong 
oxen  to  Llra^'  our  waggon  to  the  top  of  the  Sneuwberg,  an 
ascent  of  eight  milea,  and  afterwards  to  help  us  on  a  day*8 
journey  beyond.  On  our  way  out  of  the  town  we  called  on 
one  of  the  people,  formerly  a  slave,  but  now  living  in  a  very 
respectable  house,  and  the  proprietor  of  an  excellent  vineyard, 
orchard,  and  other  property.     When  taking  leave  he  called 
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me  aside,  aiMl  fjuietly  gave  me  a  haodBonie  silver  auuff-bojr, 
liued  with  ji;ul'I,  and  with  his  name  engraved  on  the  lid,  which 
he  said  he  wiMhed  me  to  preBeDi  to  tiie  London  Miasicmary 
Society,  aa  an  eipresHioti  nf  hi^  jfr»U.'f<  J  feelings  toworda  thmt 
inatitution.  His  wife^  who  wus  alao  formerly  adme,  in  the 
mean  time  brought  out  a  baaket  of  &ne  ripe  applen  and 
apricutfi,  for  our  use  on  the  jouruey^ 

Graaf  Reinet,  which  we  hod  now  left,  is  an  intereatio^ 
placOj,  admirably  situated  in  a  aort  of  ba»tii  formed  by  mouifc- 
taJBS  of  varied  height  aiid  fonoj  and  watered  by  the  Sunday 
river,  by  whose  winding  course  it  ia  nearly  euirounded. 
Numbers  of  magnifi^eent  olerLoders,  iSVn'wm  eplendenSt  twelve 
or  fourteeu  feet  high,  were  in  full  flower,  the  blossoma  tuuch 
darker  coloured  than  they  are  ever  seen  in  Kngland.  L<ai^ 
weeping  willuwa  were  growing  luxuriantly  around  the 
fountain  in  the  centre  of  the  town,  near  which  the  compact 
and  substantial  mission  buildings  were  Bituattn).  The  Dut<:fa 
Reformed  Church  here  is  a  fine  building,  with  steeple  and 
spire,  and  stands,  I  presume,  on  the  eite  of  one  in  which^ 
half  a  century  ago,  the  insurgent  boere  of  that  day,  then  in 
arms  against  the  government,  insisted,  as  one  of  the  con- 
ditions of  peace,  upon  having  the  pulpit  M^auhed,  because  in 
it  Dr.  Vanderkenip  had,  with  the  sanction  of  the  commit- 
fiioner,  preached  to  the  people  of  colour  ret;orting  to  Ute 
place.  How  great  the  change  produced  by  fifty  years  ]  for 
now  Borao  of  the  people  of  colour  possess  conaiJerable  lauded 
property  in  the  same  pUcej  live  in  a  style  of  respectability 
and  comfort,  and  occupy  important  positions,  while  enjoying 
the  respect  of  society.  One  of  them,  a  smith,  has  a  num- 
ber of  apprentices  or  journeymen  always  employed,  ainoug«t 
whnm  I  heard  there  was  both  a  Dutchman  and  an  Hug^ 
liahman,  as  well  as  native  Africans. 

Besides  the  friends  more  immediately  connected  with  the 
missions,  I  had  the  pleaaure,  during  my  short  stay,  of  maMng 
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the  acquaintaccc!  of  the  efiteeraed  clergyman  of  the  Dutch 
Reformed  Church,  Mr.  Murray,  and  hia  excellent  family. 

During  the  remainder  of  the  week  we  travelled  through 
the  rocky  pasHea  of  the  Sueuwberg  mouutains,  and  over  n  auo- 
GfiBsioD  of  plains  ileaceuding  towards  the  bouudary  of  the 
colony.  The  roads  during-  the  first  part  of  the  journey  were 
UQuaiially  bod,  lying  along  mDuntaiu  gorges,  and  loo^c,  broken, 
rocky  ground,  often  intersected  by  deep  gullies  or  water- 
coureea,  in  one  of  which  we  pjissed  a  loaded  waggon  set  fast 
and  broken.  The  weather  was  also  eseeediogly  cold,  with 
occaaonal  atorms  of  thunder^  lightning,  and  rain  amougat  the 
mountains,  which,  though  they  appeared  to  us  of  consider- 
able size  and  height,  were  only  the  peaks  and  aum.mits  of  the 
Sneuwberg  br  seen  from  the  plains  below.  On  the  seDond 
day  we  passed  through  a  flight  of  locuptfl  of  considerable 
extent,  and  so  uumerous,  that,  except  in  colour,  they  resem- 
bled a  thickly  falling  Huow-storm.  At  first  our  horses  were 
much  excittnl,  and  diapo&ed  to  wheel  about,  but  afterwards, 
though  uneasy,  they  were  kept  on  their  way.  We  succeedetl 
in.  obtaining  pi-ovender  at  the  few  farm-ho^jsea  which  we 
pafised,  and  generally  halted  for  the  night  where  water  woa 
to  be  obtained,  cooking  our  evening  meal  by  starlight  on 
the  roadside,  and  flleeping  in  the  waggon.  Our  plan  was  to 
start  by  daylight,  to  halt  during  the  heat  of  the  day,  and  to 
journey  late  in  the  evening* 

On  the  morning  of  the  third  day,  having  descended  from 
the  mountain  heights,  we  saw,  as  the  morning  mist  cleared 
away,  vast  herds  of  spring-boks,  Atttilope  euchore,  a  species 
of  antelope,  beautifully  formed,  and  graceful  in  all  its  move- 
ments. Besides  these,  there  were  herds  of  gnuB,  Antilope 
ffnu,  feeding  in  the  plains  on  either  side  of  ue;  with  numbers 
of  toll  birds,  the  AntlD'vpoides  Stanleyanus,  or  Caflre  crane. 
The  gnus  were  not  a  quarter  of  a  mile  before  ua,  and  con- 
tinued quietly  grazing  until  we  were  within  two  or  three  hun- 
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dred  yards  of  them,  wheu  they  cocked  up  their  tails  and  csld- 
U-red  away.  They  were  all  of  a  tawny  brown  colour,  with  the 
ends  of  their  tail»  white.  In  their  size  aod  their  paces  they 
looked  more  like  ponies  with  excc-ssive  hoj{  umiies,  than  anj- 
maU  of  tlie  os  species*  During  tbe  day  we  paused  herd  atfter 
herd,  varyiug  in  number  from  five  to  twenty  in  each,  including 
the  young  ones.  The  spriug-hoks  frequently  croBsed  the  road 
only  a  short  distance  before  us,  passing  along  by  a  succession 
of  bounds,  or  vaulting  leaps,  with  remarkable  rapidity  and 
gracefulness.  Mile  after  mile  thctte  beatitjful  animals  ap- 
peared iu  varied  numlicrs,  scattered  over  the  plains  ou  either 
side.  On  our  way  we  jiaj^&ed  tbe  wa^on  of  a  travelling  boer, 
and  purchased  of  him  half  a  eheep  and  some  flesh  of  the 
gnu  for  our  men. 

About  eleven  o'clock,  on  the  same  mornings  we  croBsetl  r 
TUbhy,  muddy,  but  rather  deep  stream,  called  Seacuw's  River, 
and  soon  afterwaida,  reaching  a  farm-house,  we  aent  a  man 
to  aak  if  we  could  procure  forage  for  our  cattle,  and  a  Uttlo 
bread  for  ourselves.  The  man  retumeil  to  eay  that  our  wants 
could  be  supplied,  and  we  were  invited  to  alight.  On  reaching 
the  house,  we  were  agrwjably  fiurprised  by  a  scene  of  refine- 
ment and  taste  for  which  we  had  not  been  prepared.  We  were 
iisherecl  into  a  nice,  elegantly-furnished  room,  on  tlie  woIIb  of 
which  hung  some  good  pictures.  A  number  of  el^antly- 
bound  volumes  lay  on  tbe  table,  where  alecn  there  was  a  shallow 
dish  filled  with  fresh  and  fragrant  flowera.  Two  young  ladies 
welcomed  us,  and  in  a  minute  or  two  a  tall,  gentlemanly 
roan  entered,  who  bude  us  welcome  in  fine  English,  and 
pr^aed  us  to  take  breakfast,  which  was  soon  dispensed  with 
true  English  hospitality  and  kindness  by  his  daughter,  while 
we  conversed  with  our  hoet.  Alluding  to  the  animals  we 
bad  seen,  he  said  that  at  certain  seasons  when  drought  pre- 
vmled  in  other  parts,  the  spring-boks  came  down  to  tliia 
neighbourhood  in  thousands  j  that  he  had  BometiineB  ahot 
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fortj  in  one  day.  He  said  they  were  very  destructive,  and 
that,  tbnngh  by  strict  watching  tbey  might  he  kept  from  the 
crops  during  the  day,  they  could  not  be  kept  off  by  night, 
and  sometimea  devoured  the  whole  of  the  grAin,  and  every 
other  green  thing. 

Our  conversation  then  turned  upon  colonial  affairs,  and 
afterwards  on  the  war  in  Europe,  the  alliance  between  England 
and  France,  with  the  politics  and  literature  of  England.  Our 
host  told  us  his  name  was  Grilfillan,  and  asked  if  I  knew 
whether  the  author  uf  the  "Bards  of  the  Bible"  waa  from 
Selkirk.  On  learning  that  I  expected  soon  to  return  to 
England,  he  said  he  should  like  to  visit  the  olid  country 
again,  but  supposed  he  never  should.  1  wanted  to  look  over 
Mb  garden,  but  the  time  bad  passed  so  rapidly  in  this  un- 
looked-for oasis,  that  we  felt  obliged  to  bid  our  friends  a 
hasty  farewell  and  depart.  The  place  is  trailed  Wonder  Hill, 
from  a  singular  conical  mountain  rising  near  the  house. 

Passing  along,  after  our  departure,  over  the  same  treeless 
region  we  reached,  in  the  afternoon  of  the  24th  of  February, 
the  frontier  village  of  Coleaberg*  There  we  spent  a  pleasant 
Sabbath  with  ^I.  De  Kok,  and  on  Monday  afternoon  pursued 
our  way  towarda  the  Orange  River,  twenty  iniles  diatant, 
where  we  arrived  the  same  evening. 

On  approaching  the  river,  we  found  it  impassable.  A 
number  of  families,  with  their  waggons,  were  waiting  on  both 
sides  for  the  subsiding  of  the  swollen  waters.  The  man  in 
chaise  of  the  ferry  told  ua  it  had  not  been  pftissed  since 
Satiirday,  and  that  it  waa  uncertain  when  the  flood  would 
subside.  We  walked  to  the  side  of  the  stream,  but  the 
violence  and  noise  with  which  the  turbid  waters  rolled  along 
afforded  little  hope  of  a  speedy  passage  to  the  opposite  shore. 
The  scene  along  the  banks  presented  a  curious  spectacle.  We 
Heemed  to  be  in  the  midnt  of  a  wide  encampment.  Gipsy 
firea  gleamed  in  every  direction  along  the  borders  of  the 


p  3 


TO  MADAOASCAB. 


cakf.  Ttn. 


fttream,  tbrowing  their  strong  but  flickering  light  upon  the 
groups  of  swarthy  figures  employed  in  cooking  the  evcDing 
meal,  rtrongly  contrasting  with  the  while  tent^  or  ciuiras 
coverings  of  the  different  vehicles.  Cattle  in  abundance  lay 
chewing  the  cud,  or  sleeping  around  tht  waggons  of  their 
owners,  and  a  uunibt-r  of  ehildren  were  playing  on  the  brnad 
Eonds  between  these  and  tbe  edge  of  the  w^ater^  mingling 
their  shoutg  and  laughter  with  the  oceasional  barking  of  the 
dogs  and  the  voicea  of  the  men.  We  added  our  fire  to  the 
number  already  burning ;  and,  after  drinTdng  tea  by  moon- 
light, Bpread  our  bedis  in  the  waggon  unJ  lay  down  to  re«t. 

The  next  morning  dischwed  little  if  any  diminution  of  the 
stream,  w^hich  appeared  to  be  about  three  hundred  yards 
wide,  though  on  oiu*  side  it  had  subuided  more  than  fifty 
yards  from  the  line  which  at  one  tJoie  it  had  reached. 
Some  of  the  mimosa  trees,  which  generally  grow  ten  or 
twelve  feet  high,  were  more  than  half  covered  ^  and  trees  of 
Salix  Garlepiann,  the  weeping  willow  peculiar  to  the  bankn  of 
the  Gariep  or  Orange  Kiver,  growing  several  yards  nearer  the 
centre  of  the  stream,  exhibited  only  their  topa,  their  trunks 
and  lower  hrancheB  being  stiU  nnder  water.  Piles  of  drift- 
wood on  the  opposite  side,  aa  well  as  markfi  on  the  rocky 
bunks  to  the  eastward,  showed  that  the  water  had  recently 
been  many  feet  higher  than  at  present.  One  of  the  boers 
informed  ua  that  the  flood  had  washed  down  two  men^  one 
of  them  a  Caffre,  with  eight  holies,  two  cowa,  and  a  gnu,,  all 
dead.  We  afterwards  saw  a  dead  epring-bok  floating  down 
the  middle  of  the  stream. 

Turning  from  the  river,  a  new  and  lingular  scene  presented 
iteetf.  A  level  space,  thiuly  oversprea^l  with  mimosa  hushes, 
extended  about  one  hundred  yards  towards  high,  steep,  and, 
sometimes  overhanging  basaltic  rocks.  On  the  left,  two 
caverns,,  the  entrances  of  which  were  screened  by  n  mat,  or 
piece  of  cloth  hung  across  a  stick,  coustituted  the  dwelling- 
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j^ace  of  some  Hottentot  families.  The  men  belonging"  to 
them  were  employed  about  the  feiry:  and  a  small  space, 
incloacd  with  a  wall  of  loose  stonea,  formed  their  pea  or  fold, 
into  which  a  few  goats  were  driven  at  night.  Nearer  the 
water  were  one  or  two  huts  belonging  to  the  man  iu  charge 
of  the  feriy ;  and,  still  further  to  the  right,  the  waggons  or 
tents  of  the  beers,  with  a  number  of  more  fragile  sleeping- 
plaoes  for  the  coloured  people  attending  them.  There  were 
on  our  side  of  the  river  eleven  waggons,  and  a  couple  of 
carts^  forming  quite  a  village.  As  I  poised  along,  1  noticed 
recently-killed  sheep,  or  parts  of  carcases,  and  long  strips  of 
flesh  hanging  from  the  branches  of  the  mimosa  bushes  around 
the  wflggonB  which  constituted  the  moveable  houaea  of  their 
owners,  Tlie  borf^es,  oxen,  and  sheep,  had  gone  forth  to 
graze ;  but  the  kida  skipped  about  amongst  the  rocks,  and 
the  bens  and  chickens  were  busily  occupied  under  the 
waggons,  A  number  of  men  were  engage<i  in  fihaping  the 
trunk  of  a  tree  into  a  windlass  for  the  large  ferry-boat;  and 
Bome  good,  matronly-looking  women  were  at  their  needle- 
work under  a  spreading  mimoia,  having  a  polished  rose- 
wood work-box  open  on  the  pand  before  them.  Not  far  off 
a  stout  young  farmer  was  nurBing  a  baby  in  a  long  white 
frock ;  and,  in  the  rear,  Hottentot  mothers  were  attending  to 
their  infants  ;  while  the  larger  children  were  rolling  about  on 
the  sand.  Near  moist  of  the  waggons  was  a  fireplace,  ge- 
nerally compoeeJ  of  three  stones  fixed  in  the  sand,  and 
around  these  fireplaces  the  Hottentot  eerrants  were  pre- 
paring the  morning  meaU  Most  of  the  parties  had  tea- 
kettles, and  tea  or  coffee  seemed  to  be  in  general  use.  When 
the  food  was  prepared,  it  was  carried  to  the  shady  side  of  an 
adjacent  buab,  where  the  family  gathered  around  it.  In  the 
afternoon  the  men  brought  in  bundles  of  fire-wootl,  and  the 
women  fetched  water  from  the  river,  carrying  tall  jars,  or 
other  vesfielfl,  full  of  water,  upon  their  heada^  without  any 
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aupporl  from  their  hands.  I  was  often  struck  duriug  thia 
jourQey  liy  the  perfect  ease  with  which  a  HoUt;ntot  woman 
walked  along  with  one  hariil  resting  on  her  hip,  nwl  the 
other  hangiag  hy  her  side,  and  with  a  tall  Jar  of  water,  full 
to  the  brim,  upon  her  head. 

Towards  evening  the  cattle,  hoi&es,  fiheep,  and  goats  were 
driven  home,  generally  lying  for  the  night  arotmd  the 
waggons.  "WTien  the  herds  were  brought  home,  the  fires 
were  kindled^  and  the  evening  meal  prepared.  After  supper 
the  young  people,  white  and  coloured,  amused  themselves 
together  in  some  noisy  boisterous  game,  frequentlj  re- 
presenting the  exploits  of  himtiDg  \  and  by  nine  oVlock  all 
retired  to  rest. 

My  companion  and  I  conformed  to  the  customs  of  our 
neighbours,  so  far  as  to  take  our  meals  in  the  same  manner 
and  about  the  same  time.  The  weather  was  fine,  the  evenings 
pleasant,  and,  during  the  few  days  that  we  remained  here,  I 
bocanie  quite  reconciled  to  this  out-of-4oors  life.  In  my 
wanderings  during  the  day  I  fDundi^  xmder  the  bhelter  of  the 
rooks  in  the  neighbourhood,  some  beautiful  fem^  among 
them  a  new  variety  of  Gle'ichema  and  Platylurna  eulonielunoa, 
seed  fnictilied  fronds  of  which  I  was  ao  fortunate  as  to  secure 
for  the  purpose  of  taking  home. 

Having  wait«il  from  Monday  until  Thursday,  the  1st  of 
March,  and  seeing  no  immediate  prospect  of  getting  our 
waggon  over  the  river,  we  left  it  and  crossed  in  a  small 
boat  to  the  opposite  side.  Here  we  found  a  number  of 
persons  detained,  and  among  them  a  young  bridegroom  elect 
on  his  way  to  be  married.  8oon  afternoon  Mr.  Solomon,  the 
missiouaij'  from  Philippolis,  arrived,  and  in  the  evening  we 
accompanied  him  on  horseback  to  his  station.  The  four 
following  days  we  passed  at  Philippolis,  where  we  were  mncli 
gratified  with  the  spirit  and  the  general  feeling  manifested  by 
the  people ;  while,  on  our  part,  every  endeavour  was  made  to 
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eneonraffe  them  with  regard  to  the  future.  Their  country  is 
fertile,  their  graz{ng--gTOund  good,  and  it  is  said  that  they 
possess  eight  or  tea  thousand  horses,  besides  nther  stock. 
They  hid  fair  to  be  a  prosperous  people,  could  they  but  feel 
Becurity,  and  it  ia  to  be  hoped  that  the  recent  proceeding  m 
connection  with  the  Orange  River  territory,  of  which  they  so 
loudly  complain,  will  be  reviewed,  the  evils  they  so  justly 
fear  be  averted,  and  the  wrong  they  have  auETered  be  re- 
dressed. Owing  to  the  discouragement  so  naturally  felt,  their 
settlement  was  not  in  such  good  order  as  it  might  otherwise 
have  l>eei3 ;  but  several  persons  were  building  good  houses, 
and  they  seemed  very  much  in  eameEft  in  their  endeavours  to 
secure  the  best  possible  means  of  future  improvement  and 
imfety.  One  of  these  measures  was  the  thorough  education 
of  their  children ;  and,  in  order  to  effect  thiw,  they  sent  a 
waggon  and  two  team,  or  twenty-four  oxeUj  to  Cape  Town,  to 
bring  down  a  well-qunlLfied  [schoolmaster  and  his  family  to 
reside  amongst  them,  guaranteeing  him  the  means  of  cotn- 
fortable  support. 

The  public  religious  services  on  the  Sabbath  day  were 
well  attended  here.  Upwards  of  a  hundred  waggons,  bring- 
ing families  from  a  distance  of  five,  ten,  or  even  twenty 
miles,  arrived  on  the  Saturday  evening,  and  on  the  follow- 
ing morning  the  church,  capable  of  holding  about  700 
persons^  was  filled,  while  many  remained  outside.  The 
ordinance  of  the  Lord's  Supper  was  afterwards  administered, 
and  in  the  afternoon  Mr.  Edwards*  who  had  arrived  on  the 
previous  evening  from  an  adjacent  stationj  preached  to  a 
considerable  number  of  Bctohuanas  in  their  own  language. 
The  religious  proceeding  of  the  day  included  the  baptism  o! 
two  Griquas,  and,  on  the  following  morning,  a  young  couple 
were  publicly  married,  receiving,  as  they  retired,  the  con- 
gratulations of  a  number  of  their  friends,  including  some  of 
the  chief  people  of  the  place.     We  closed  the  relij^ous  en- 
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ga^ementfi  of  the  day  by  a  devoHonAl  m^^tincf  at  tho 
mim^ioDaiy'^  hoiise,  where  we  were  joined  by  two  or  ihttx 
So^lish  frieDdit  fmm  the  neighbourhood.  The  last  day  was 
apent  in  pnhlfc  tU'Hb«mtioTig  with  the  people,  who  expreaeed 
Ihemselvrs  deeply  Rensihle  nf  their  «»bIisatioiiBtolhe  ChristiauB 
in  England  for  the  religious  iDstniction  they  had  long  been 
receiving,  and  they  engaged  for  the  future  to  provide  these 
advantages  for  themselves.  Tbey  also  expressed  their  hope« 
of  beJQt,'  ftbic,  td  no  dietant  pi^riod.  to  a^ist  the  society  in  it« 
widely-extrnded  operations.  We  hml  hopeil  to  have  extended 
our  journey  to  Griqita  town,  and  I  had  previouHly  written  to 
Mr.  Moffat,  ftnii  other  miiudonaries,  to  meet  ns  there ;  but  the 
difEculty  of  obt-fiining  boraes,  on  acconnt  of  the  sickness  and 
the  state  of  the  >'aal  rirer  ]:>eyond  PliilippoliSj  wliich  had  not 
been  passable  For  some  time,  deprived  U9  of  the  pleasure  of 
meeting  thene  friends,  and  obliged  ub  to  turn  our  steps  had 
towards  the  colony. 

Late  in  the  eveniRg  we  took  leave  of  the  hospitable 
raiBaionaiy  and  his  family^  and,  after  receiving  many  ox* 
preasionB  of  g;oi>d-will  from  the  people  of  the  place,  proceeded 
in  a  waggon  dmwii  by  six  boraefi,  which  they  kindly  lent  ua, 
towards  the  Orange  Hiver,  where  we  arrived  soon  after  midU 
ni^rht. 

Early  the  next,  morning  we  recroaeed  the  river  without 
difficulty,  and  found  the  eQcampment  we  had  left  five  daya 
Ijefore,  broken  up  am^  tlisjpersed.  As  soon  as  our  horsea  wei 
harnessed  we  commenced  our  journey  southward;  but,  although 
we  stopped  at  two  hoiiaea  nn  the  road,  we  obtained  no  fomgaJ 
until  near  aimset,  when  we  reached  a  place  called  Driefontayiu' 
Here,  our  cattle  were  not  only  well  cared  for,  but,  by  Uie 
hospitality  of  the  good  people,  we  ourselves  were  provided 
with  a  good  supper  anil  comfortahle  bed.  In  the  room  in 
which  we  eat  I  noticed  a  Dut<^b  tinnfllittion  of  one  of  our  most 
useful  little  books,  "  The  Sinner's  Friend,"  lying  on  the  table 
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with  the  Bible,  and  there  was  something  very  pleoskig;  in  the 
simple,  TinobtiTiKive  piety  of  the  family.  After  we  hiul  retired 
to  reet  I  heard  one  of  the  young  people  reading  tlie  Bible, 
and  all  afterwards  uniting  in  tbeir  evening  hymn;  and  agmn 
the  next  morning,  before  it  waa  fully  Ii*iht,  the  aound  of  their 
morning  bymn  and  Scripture  reading  wa«  heard.  A  cup  of 
coffee  waa  etHin  after^vards  provided  for  iii^  and  our  bout,  who, 
we  had  learned,  waa  a  descendant  of  the  French  refugees, 
having  imderstoud  that  we  were  travelling  on  a  religious 
errand,  refiiswl  any  recompen&e  for  the  iiccommudation  he 
had  so  cbeeTfulJy  furnished  both  for  ua  and  our  horses. 
>  At  a  farm-house,  where  we  stopped  during  the  forenoon  to 
procure  food  for  our  horBes,  we  were  again  refreehed  with 
coffee,  which  itemed  to  be  always  ready,  standing  in  a  brasw 
or  copper  kctth'  fivt^r  a  dibh  of  burning  charcoal.  The  good 
Dutch  farmer  here  made  a  number  of  inqniriea,  which  we 
were  unable  to  satisfy,  respecting  the  price  of  wool  at  Port 
Elizahetb.  He  told  us  he  posscsaed  8000  fine-woolled  sheep, 
and  that  his  people  were  shearing  in  a  sort  of  barn  opposite, 
on  entering  which  we  saw  three  white  men,  and  as  many 
natives,  busily  at  work.  The  legs  of  the  animals  were  tied, 
;uid  the  sheep,  whose  wool  the  white  men  were  removing, 
were  laid  on  a  bench,  so  that  the  shearers  stood  upright. 
The  natives  hod  their  aheep  laid  on  the  floor.  Tlie  fanner 
told  us  a  go(jid  workman  wouUl  shear  thirty  or  forty  tiheep  in 
a  day,  and  that  each  fleece  contaiutHi  about  three  pounds  of 
wool.  The  Bheep  were  unwaehed.  The  master  said  that  at 
Colaherg  he  obtained  sixpence  per  pound  for  unwashed  wool, 
and  for  tliat  which  was  clean  a  shilling;  hut  observed  that  he 
had  too  many  sheep  to  be  able  to  wash  them. 

The  weather  was  rainy  and  cold  during  thifi  part  of  our 
journey,  and  provender  scarce.  On  Friday  we  stopped  for 
the  night  at  ihe  house  of  a  hospitable  Kngllwh  family  of  the 
name  of  TroUope,  reading  at  a  place  called  Sjaltpansdrift* 
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Here  an  unexpected  flflsli  of  home-feeling  came  over  me, 
when,  lookiflg  over  a  neat  well-filled  bookcase  iu  the  room, 
I  saw,  amongst  other  nicely-boimd  books,  "  The  Women  of 
England,"  and  several  utLer  ei^ually  familiar  volnmes  by  the 
Bame  writer,  which  I  had  little  expected  to  meet  with  in  this 
remote  part  of  Africa. 

In  tiie  ftOernoon  of  the  9th  of  March  we  reached  Cradock, 
the  chief  place  of  the  district  of  the  same  name,  and  plea- 
santly situated  on  the  banks  of  the  Great  Fibh  river.  The 
scenery,  as  we  approached  the  villflge,  was  nmisually  attrac- 
tive. Two  lofty  table-shaped  naountains  called  the  Speck- 
hoom  mountains  rose  on  the  right.  On  the  left,  appeared  a 
picturesque  range  called  the  Eland  mountainB;  and  to  the 
north  and  east  the  Screw  mountains,  eo  called  from  the  tor- 
tuous road  leading  through  them;  and  the  Momi  monntaina. 
Some  of  these  pre&ented  outlines  of  uouaual  beauty,  ex- 
hibiting perpendicularly -formed  sides,  with  verdant  and 
slightly  flattened  summita.  Trees,  and  vineyards  now  loaded 
with  ripe  grapea,  were  numerous  in  the  town ;  the  houses  were 
not  large  but  respectable ;  the  population  is  said  to  be  about 
1500»  of  whom  nearly  two-thirde  were  jwraona  of  colour. 

We  took  up  our  abode  with  Mr»  and  Mrs,  Taylor,  whom  I 
had  previously  known  ;  and  were  glad  of  a  sliort.  se«£on  of 
rest  after  our  fatiguing  journey.  I  found  my  good  friend, 
amonggt  many  discouragements,  still  cheered  by  instanees  of 
Buccesa  iu  his  misulonary  work.  After  spending  Sunday  very 
pleasantly  at  the  station,  and  endeavouring  to  encourage  the 
mifssionary  and  people,  we  continued  our  journey.  Mrs. 
Munro,  the  widow  of  an  excellentmissiouaryj  kindly  furnished 
ns  with  a  basket  of  grapes;  and  Mr.  Taylor  accompanied  us 
for  some  distance  to  prevent  our  mistaking  the  road.  M'e 
then  travelled  through  a  pleasant  and  partially  wooded 
country,  but  over  a  rough  atony  road ;  and  passing  the  Great 
Fieh  and  the   Tarka  rivers,  between   five  and  sbt  o'clock. 
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readied,  near  Daggerboers  Loek,  a.  ueat-looking  stooe  house, 
witb  Hotel  written  over  the  door. 

The  hoiiae  was  kept  by  Mr.  Maakell,  an  Englishman  who 
had  formerly  resided  a^  a.  trader  at  one  of  the  miBsionary 
statiou&  He  received  uh  courteously,  and  expressed  surprise 
that  we  had  kept  the  same  horses  all  the  way  from  Cape 
Town.  We  found  that  a  kind  of  epidemic  bad  been  raging 
amongst  the  horses  in  the  dietricts  through  which  we  bad 
passed,  and  had  caused  such  destruction  that  travelling  was 
exceedingly  diflBcult  Most  of  the  public  conveyances  bad 
been  discontinued,  and  many  farms  were  atmoat  entirely  des- 
titute of  horses.  This  disease  bad  been  very  severe  in  many 
parts  of  the  colony,  especially  along  the  road  which  we  had 
travelled  on  this  day,  where  a  dead  horse  or  a  dead  ox  was 
freqwentlj  to  he  men.  One  day,  in  particular^  we  passed 
many ;  and  observed  several  places  in  the  bush  where  nothing 
but  the  bones  were  left,  the  bodies  having  been  burned  to 
prevent  contagion.  On  the  farm  adjoining  Mr.  MaBkelfs, 
only  thirteen  bor&eg  remained  out  of  fifty.  Another  farmer 
near  had  lost  all.  Mr,  Maakell  bud  only  one  left.  So  fax  oura 
had  escaped ;  but  we  became  every  day  more  apprehensive  of 
losing  them.  Mr.  Maskell  led  ua  into  a  nice  clean  parlour, 
well  furoisbed  with  bookcases;,  and  amongst  the  pictures  on 
the  wails  I  noticed  a  good  portrait  of  the  late  Mr,  Wilber- 
force,  and  another  of  the  venerable  Rowland  Hill. 

In  our  journey  the  next  day,  which  lay  for  the  most  part 
over  an  exceedingly  had  road  covered  almost  continually  witb 
loose  stones,  we  halted  near  a  bend  in  tire  Fieh  river,  when  a 
number  of  Fingoes  came  to  our  waj^on,  bringing  for  sale 
honey  and  milk,  which  we  readily  purchased,  and  found 
very  good  tasted.  I  had  frequently  observed  the  curious 
re&jrts  of  the  bees,  and  bad  more  than  once  been  attnu^ted 
towards  them  by  the  call  of  the  boney-birdj  which  Pringle 
hoG  BO  graphically  and  amasiiigly  described  in  a  note  to  one 
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of  Mb  African  poeniB ;  but  tLk  was  tlio  first  time  I  biwl  ob- 
tained any  honey  during  my  journey.  The  natives  soinetimed 
manifest  great  ehrewdnesa  in  diBcoveruig  the  haunts  of  the 
bees.  One  of  them,  going  to  a  fountain,  saw  some  graine  of 
pollen  on  the  grass,  antl  said,  "  A  bee  ha*  been  h*re  to  drink* 
and  there  niuflt  be  honey  in  the  neighbourhood:**  tliie  he 
ultiniiitely  diacovered  to  bo  the  cade.  Towards  evesntng^  we 
passed  Rodewall,  where  Pringle  and  hia  party  were  ao  hospit- 
ably entertained  on  the  way  to  their  locatiou^  and  soon  after 
reached  Olive  Grove,  the  residence  of  Mr.  Janteii  Hart, 
where  we  halted  for  the  night 

His  dwelHng  lies  in  a  sort  of  wooded  hollow  at  the  base  of 
the  Bosch  mountains,  a  neighbourhood  said  to  be  much  in- " 
fested  with  reptUea  and  ferocious  lOiiraals,  and  on  my  return 
rather  late  from  a  botanizing  excuraiou  in  a  lonely  dell,  we 
heard  many  accounts  of  the  injuries  they  had  inflicted.  The 
day  before  our  arrival,  a  Cobra  de  capella  had  sprung  at  a 
man  who  was  cutting  poles  in  a  glen  not  fiu-  from  the  house, 
and  a  short  time  before  two  Cafire  children  were  pitting  on 
the  ground  outBide  their  hut,  when  a  snake  came  out  of  a 
hole  and  bit  one  of  them,  who  died  in  less  than  three  hours. 
When  bitten  by  a  venomous  snake,  the  natives  seek  a  person 
called  a  poisDn-ancker,  generally  a  bushmau,  a^i  theae  people 
auck  the  wound  with  impunity.  If  no  pjoiBon-Bucker  ia  at 
hand,  they  cut  open  a  live  fowl  at  the  bre?ist,  and  preas  the 
cut  surface  against  the  wounded  part,  when  the  fowl  soon  dies ; 
another  ia  then  applied ;  and  the  process  ia  thus  continued, 
until  no  effect  is  produced  on  the  fowl.  This  neighbourhood 
was  aUo  the  resort  of  great  mimbera  of  jaekala  and  wolves; 
the  latter  were  veiy  destructive  to  foala,  and  had  been  known 
to  attack  a  horse.  Our  host  had  adopted  the  plan  of  ridding 
himself  of  these  enemies  by  poisoa.  He  told  us  that  about 
two  years  before  he  had  got  some  nux  vomica  and  other 
poiaons,  mixed  them  with  tallow,  and  inclosed  amall  lumps  of 
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this  mixture  in  pieces  of  the  entrails  of  sheep,  which  he 
dragged  aljoiit  hin  yard  in  the  evening,  and  then  hung  npon 
a  hush,  afterward  dropping  pieces  containing  poison  along  the 
track.  The  first  morujng  after  he  had  done  this,  fifteen 
jackals,  and  a  number  of  wolves,  were  found  dead  about  tlie 
preoiiseis^  The  leopaid,a,  which  are  also  called  tigers,  imd 
which  are  much  indre  formidable  neighbours,  would  not  take 
the  poiBcia,  Ahout  a  year  before  our  Tisit,  a  leopard  had 
kdletl  a  horse  on  the  ndjaeeut  farm.  Wild  guinea  fowls  are 
numerous  in  thi&  district,  and  there  are  numbers  of  the  useful 
aecretary  birds,  which  may  eometimes  he  aeeu  flying  along 
with  a  snake  in  their  talons. 

During  the  late  wnr  this  part  of  the  country  waa  for  Bome 
time  in  the  hands  of  the  CaSreSj  and  the  brother  of  our 
hostess  WAS  killed  not  a  mile  from  the  house.  Many  frightful 
tragedies  were  then  enacted,  gome  of  the  details  of  which  we 
had  repeatedly  heard  eince  we  had  heen  in  the  district.  I 
was  much  affected  by  the  accounts  I  received  of  the  numl^r 
of  CaSire  prisoners  who  died.  Mr.  Hart  said  he  visited  the 
place  where  a  great  number  of  them  were,  and  proposed  to 
several  mothers  to  take  their  children,  and  feed  and  care  for 
them^  urging  them  to  comply  rather  than  keep  them  and  die; 
but  although  thua  repeatedly  urged,  not  one  would  give  up 
her  child,  but  declared  they  would  rather  keep  them  to  die, 
than  give  them  to  the  white  man.  He  said  that  many  chil- 
dren periahed  with  their  mothers  from  hungex  or  starvation, 
self-inflicted.  Nothiug  is  so  sacred  as  human  life;  no  law  of 
human  nature  bo  strong  as  that  of  Belf-preservation ;  and  there 
must  ha?6  been  a  more  than  ordinary  cause  for  Buch  a  choice. 
Before  the  war  commenced,  all  Mr.  Hart's  (servants  departed 
during  the  night,  leaving  behind  the  cows  and  goats  which 
they  ha^l  acquired  by  their  servitude.  Aniongyt  bis  servants 
was  a  Bushman,  his  wife,  and  his  aged  mother.  At  the  ap- 
proach of  the  war,  the  son  tuok  his  mother  and  placed  her 
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in  a  cbasm  between  two  rooke,  leaving  h&r  there  to  die;  &a(l 
when  his  fellow-aervauts  had  e&po^ulated  with  him  Id  vain, 
they  brouglit  the  poor  woman  awny,  aad,  at  the  time  of  our 
vieit,  she  was  still  living  with  her  aon  and  liis  wife  on  the  farai. 
The  horse-sicknesB  was  at  this  time  so  severe  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood, that  we  left  our  horses  at  Olive  Grove,  aad  pro- 
ceeded with  oxen  to  Srhraerset,  now  a  thriving  village,  but 
formerly  a  government  farm,  fur  many  years  imder  the  charge 
of  Mr.  Hart,  the  father  of  our  host  at  Olive  Grave.  Here  I 
passed  the  Sunday  with  JMr.  Gregrowaky,  the  miBsioiiary,  and 
his  family ;  and  was  pleased  with  the  eameBtness  of  some  of 
the  people  who  applied  for  additional  means  for  the  education 
of  their  cbildjen.  Before  leavings  I  al^o  visited  the  beautiful 
and  extensive  farm  of  Glen  Avon,  about  four  miles  from 
Somerset,  where  I  waa  hoKpitahly  entertained  by  Mr.  Hart, 
sen.,  and  bia  daughter  Mrs.  Stretch.  I  felt  great  pleaj^ure 
in  being  under  the  roof  of  this  venerable  patriarcbj  who  bad 
been  sixty  years  in  the  colony^  and  whose  name  I  had  long 
held  in  high  esteem  ou  account  of  the  kindness  he, bad  shown 
to  two  justly  valued  friends — one  of  them  Mr.  Williams,  the 
devoted  mi>9siQnary  to  the  CaSres,  whom  I  liaii  knuwu  in 
Sngtand,  and  whoee  name,  although  he  has  been  deail  six  and 
thirty  years,  ia  still  cherished  with  grateful  affection  by  the 
people  amongst  whom  he  laboured.  The  widow  of  this  de- 
voted man,  suddenly  and  unexpectedly  left  alone  with  two 
helpless  infants,  amongst  what  were  then  designated  a  savage 
and  murderous  people,  had  herself  to  iuHtruct  them  bow  to 
make  a  rude  coffin  and  to  dig  a  solitary  grave  for  the  remains 
or  her  departed  husband ;  and  it  was  in  this  season  of  lone- 
liness and  trial,  that  she  found  a  prompt  and  faithful  friend 
in.  Mr.  Hart.  Hearing  of  her  calamity,  he  hastened  to  the 
spot  at  the  peril  of  his  own  hfe,  endeavouring,  with  words  of 
kinduess,  to  soothe  her  angnish,  and  finally  conveying  herself 
and  her  children,   with  symjiatby  and  tenderness,  from  the 
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dreary  scene  of  htT  recent  bereavement  to  a  place  of  shelter 
and  comfort.  The  other  valued  friend,  who  had  subsequeiitly 
experienced  the  kindness  of  Mr.  Hart,  waa  Thomas  Pringle, 
one  of  the  gentlest  and  kindefrt  of  men,  to  whose  pure  l>ene- 
Tolence  and  high  and  noble  Christian  principle  South  Africn. 
is  greatly  indeMeil  far  some  of  her  present  deiirest  privileges ; 
to  whone  memory  is  due  a  tribute  which  has  yet  to  be  paid, 
bnt  which,  I  feel  assured,  the  growing  love  of  liberty  nud  right 
in  that  rapidly  rising  community  will  not  allow  to  be  either 
overlooked  or  forgotten. 

Glen  Avon  is  distinguished  Ly  fine  specimens  of  European 
trees  and  magttificeQt  orcbardisj.  I  never  saw  such  a  eolleo- 
tiou  of  utible  orange  trees,  litemllj  loaded  with  fruit,  Bome  of 
which  waa  just  beginning  to  turn  yellow.  Mr.  Hart  told 
me  his  son  hail  sold  laat  year  200,000  oranges,  which  were 
carried  away  by  waggons-full,  and  sometimes  several  waggona- 
full  nt  ft  time,  to  different  parts  of  the  colony  ;  and  he  added 
that  during  the  coming  season  he  expected  to  have  a  atill 
larger  crop. 

In  our  walks,  we  came  upon  a  retired  del)  in  a  sort  of  roclty 
recess,  high  above  a  rippling  stream  that  wound  its  almost, 
noiseless  way  amongst  the  stones  of  the  wood-covered  valley 
below;  and  while  I  was  looking  at  the  ft-uit-bearing  olive,  the 
only'one  I  had  seen  growing  by  the  side  of  the  wild  olive  of 
the  Ahican  wood,  I  noticed  a  neat  stone-facing  of  rock-work 
round  a  massive  door.  This,  I  learned,  was  the  last  resting- 
place  of  the  owner's  family — a  tomb  within  whose  precincts 
the  remaina  of  his  wife  were  already  laid.  An  unusually 
solemn  feeling  came  over  me  while  standing  talking  with  one 
who,  in  the  course  of  nature,  would  so  Boon  be  resting  in 
peaceful  silence  there.  It  was  a  spot  apparently  formed  by 
nature  for  such  a  purpose, — a  quiet  sheltered  nook,  such  as 
one  would  choose  for  the  last  long  resting-place  in  death.  I 
more  than  once  had  oeca«ion  to  notice  this  novel  feature  of  a 
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South-African  bouse,  as  when  I  visited  the  tomb  of  Mr. 
Anderson's  iamily  at  Pecaltsdorp,  and  that  of  Dr.  Philip's 
family  at  Hankey,  as  well  as  that  of  Mr.  Hart's  family  here. 

Leaving  the  missionary  and  the  valued  friends  we  had  met 
with  at  Somerset,  we  returned  to  Olive  Grove.  Although 
some  horses  had  died  at  Somerset  since  our  arrival,  our  own 
were  still  safe ;  but  as  we  were  now  proceeding  towards  the 
eastern  frontier  and  Caffreland,  and  our  driver  expressed  his 
doubts  of  two  of  them,  aa  to  whether  they  would  be  able  to 
travel  much  farther,  we  disposed  of  them  to  Mr.  Hart>  and 
received  from  him,  as  exchange  in  part^  ten  good  strong  oxen 
with  which  to  pursue  our  journey. 
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Jonrnay  to  Blinkwatcr. — EcAcon  IlilL  —  Inlerootine  wit!!  Mr.  Vftn  Royer 

■Dd  tho  reoplc.  — Arrival  at  Pliiliploci V«ilfMiunu  SorpontB.—  Instancva 

of  (liijir  Power  arcr  their  Prey.  - —  Iritercoiirse  with  the  People  of  the  Settle- 
ment. —  Graiifying  Eiffcrtts  of  the  Visit  from  the  Govemoi:  of  ihu  Colony. — 
SuDday  u  the  Kai  Rircr.  —  Farewell  View  of  ihs  Settlement.  —  Knapp'd 
Hope  iti  Cafrreland. —  Site  nf  Dr.  Vnnilcrkctiip'a^  earliest  Laboura  amoTig 
tlie  Caflrci.  —  King  William's  Town.  —  Agreeable  Ititercourac  with  Mr. 
Brownlee  imd  Jmn  TKiitRoe.  —  Visit  to  Pcelton.  —  EfTccte  of  the  Labours 

■uij  Inflmcncc  of  Mr.  Birt ^Jourtiey  to  Graham's  Town State  uf  the 

People.  —  Port  Elizmbctlu  —  Visits  to  Uitealm^  and  EetbeUdorp.  —  Elospi' 
tolity  of  the  Peoplu  nt  Hankcy.  —  Their  RecoIlKtionB  of  the  PasL  —  He- 
tum  to  Cape  Town,  ^-Review  of  the  Events  and  Object*  of  oiir  Journey, 
— Reflectkjns  on  the  Slate  and  Pfo^pccts  of  the  Coloured  Popiilaiictu  of  iho 
Colony.  —  Betam  to  Englftud. 


On  the  20th  of  March  we  left  Olive  Grove,  crosaed  the 
Great  Pish  Eiver,  oBcended  a  long  and  rather  diflBcult  bill, 
and  then  entered  a  vast  plain  dotted  over  with  large  conical- 
shaped  ftntbilkj  and  here  and  there  a  few  mimoiNis.  CafEre 
and  Fiugoe  herdsmen  were  tending  the  flocks  which  grazed 
upon  the  plain.  Travelling  over  a  slightly  undulated  tract  of 
country,  uften  park-like  in  the  singular  clustering  trees  and 
rich  tall  grass  that  covered  its  surface,  and  bordered  by  ranges 
or  groups  of  wooded  mountains,  we  passed  within  a  short 
distance  of  the  Water  Kloof,  the  scene  of  one  of  the  most 
sanguinary  conflicts  which  took  place  betwixt  the  British 
troops  and  the  nativoB  during  the  late  war.  On  the  morning 
of  the  22ud  we  reached  the  military  poet  at  Blinlcwater,  and 
were  welcomed  by  Mr.  Van  Boyer,  the  missionary  who 
resides  in  that  part  of  the  place  called  Tidmauton. 

The  chapel  in  this  place  had  been  used  by  the  military  as 
a  commissariat  store;   but  a   temporary   building,  for  the 
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purpose  of  public  religluus  worship  and  mstructioa,  had  been 
erected  by  the  peojile,  who  were  again  gathering  to  the 
settlement  after  tbe  dispersion  and  devastation  of  the  war. 
The  people  were  liviug  in  t*?mporary  huts.  Several  of  them 
bad  bung  their  crops  of  maize  on  t,lie  branrbes  of  trees,  or  on 
frames  of  wood,  atljaceut  to  their  dwellings.  We  walked 
through  their  grounds,  crossed  llie  Kat  riTOr,  and  proceeded 
some  dibtance,  through  enclosures  of  maize  and  Caffre  com, 
up  to  a  high  mouutaiu  in  the  neighbuurbood  called  Heaoon 
Hill.  Tbe  day  was  clear,  and,  on  reaching  the  aummit,  we 
enjoyed  an  exteusive  view  of  the  coimtry  aruuud,  comprising 
uiouutain,  wood,  valley,  plain^  and  winding  stream,  altogether 
a  beautiful  and  fertile  country.  This*  was  formerly  the 
reeideuce  of  Gaika,  more  recently  of  Macomo  hie  Bon.  A 
portion  of  it  was  occupied  by  a  number  of  Fingoes;  but,  atiU 
juure  recently,  a  great  part  of  it  has  been  given  away  in  farcoa 
of  1500  acres  or  more  to  colonial  farmers. 

I  found,  during  tbe  walk,  many  new  bulbs;  and  saw,  on 
tlie  baukfl  uf  tbo  Kat  riv'er,  some  gigantic  euphorbias,  ap- 
parently Euph<yrbia  ffrandulens,  so  numerous  as  to  constitute 
the  chief  objects  along  the  sleep  and  woody  borders  of  the 
stream.  Some  of  tliem  were  thirty  or  forty  feet  high,  and 
two  feet  thick  at  the  base*  Near  a  place  called  Gaika's  Kraal, 
I  could  not  refrain  from  remaining  behind  to  sketch  one  or  two 
of  these  singular  trees,  &s  well  as  to'  dig  up  bulbs,  and  gaUier 
seeds  of  a  bi-autiful  passi  an -flower  and  species  of  creeper 
liearing a  bright  orange  fluwer,  apparently  Cephalamlra  <piiii^ 
quvloha.  In  several  places  tbe  bright  scarlet  flowers  of  the 
Tecoma  capensie  atided  greatly  to  tbe  ricbness  of  the  woody 
Bcenery  of  the  neighbourhood. 

Ad  a  drawback  to  the  pleaaiu-e  derived  from  these  beautiful 
objects,  we  patfsed  on  the  same  route  the  body  of  a  large  dead 
puff-adder,  a  venomous  Bnake  very  numerous  here.  Mr.  Van 
Rayer  requested  ua  to  keep  on  the  windward  aide  of  it,  as  it 
was  fliipposeil  that  the  etHuvium  from  it  was  injurious.     He 
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also  told  us  that,  a  day  or  two  before,,  he  ordered  three  anakes 
of  the  eanie  kind,  that  had  been  killeiJ,  to  be  buried  lest  the 
children  should  tread  on  their  bones,  adding  that  the  wounds 
tbiis  caiised  were  difficult  to  heal. 

In  the  evening  we  attended  a  meeting  of  the  people  in 
their  chapel,  which  was  well  filled.  George  Pit,  an  EogHeh 
Boldier,  interpreted  what  was  said  into  Dutch,  and  William 
Kaye,  an  int-ellij^ent  CafFre,  gave  the  substance  of  the  address 
in  his  native  tongue.  The  former,  with  whom  we  had  n  gootl 
deal  of  conversation,  had  identified  himself  with  the  people, 
and  appeared  to  be  a  religious  man,  He  had  suffered  the 
loss  of  one  of  his  limbs  in  the  late  war.  This  was  the  first 
time  I  had  heard  the  Caffre  language  spoken  by  a  native,  and, 
thongh  some  of  the  aounda  wurt^  novel  and  nut  pleaaiug,  the 
language,  aa  spoken,  woa  certainly  soft  and  euphonious  in  an 
unusual  dej^ee. 

We  had  much  couveraation  with  the  people  afterwards 
regarding  their  temporal  eircumstanees,  and  could  only  re- 
commend them  to  seek  from  the  proper  source  the  redreas  of 
the  grievances  of  which  they  complained.  They  had  suffered 
greatly  from  the  war  and  from  other  causes,  especially  from 
locustfij  and  from  the  fatal  disease  amongst  tlieir  horses 
id  cattle,  so  that  they  hod  not  a  single  horse  left;,  and 
only  nine  head  of  cattle,  including  cows.  Under  such  cir- 
cumstances sonie  of  the  families  found  it  difficult  to  get 
bread. 

Barly  the  next  morning  we  again  met  the  people  in  the 
chapel,  and  endeavonred  to  aiidresa  to  them  Bome  words  of 
encouragements  After  taking  breakfast  with  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Van  Royer,  who  are  both  people  of  colour  and  highly  esteemed 
by  the  a-uthorities,  as  well  as  others,  we  commenced  our 
journey*  After  we  liad  left  the  village  we  observed  a  number 
of  women  and  children  standing  in  front  of  a  cluster  of  acai^ia 
bashes  by  the  road-side,  and,  as  we  drew  near,  they  began  to 
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ging  one  of  their  liymns  witli  their  peculiarly  soft  tnelixliotis 
ToiceR  The  Hound  at  n  short  dief&nce  produced  an  exceedingly 
pleaaiBg  effectj  and  hy  the  time  we  reached  the  place  wliere 
they  were  ntandiug  they  had  commenced  ainging  in  our 
language  the  EngllBh  hymn  of  whicli  the  concluding  fitaaza 
Is — 

**  Tlierfi  we  Ahull  me^  to  part  no  more. 
O,  that  will  bo  jo^f&I,"  &c 

Wheo  they  censed  we  alig-hted,  shook  hands  with  them,  and 
parted,  not  without  emotion,  which  some  were  unnWle  to 
conceal.  They  silently  returned  to  the  village,  and  we 
pursued  our  way  through  the  same  beautiful  and  fertile 
country. 

The  low  hille  aad  hollows  were  here  covered  with  wood. 
The  grass  by  the  sides  of  the  road  was  in  some  parts  two  feet 
high,  the  soil  rich  loam,  occasionaJly  many  feet  deep,  On 
oiir  route  we  paaseil  the  Mancfizana  mount^n  and  Btre^m, 
Fort  Annstrong  taken  by  the  Caffrefl,  the  lofty  Chumie 
mountainB,  and  the  atill  more  lofty  "Luheri  highj**  or  Gaika'a 
hill,  used  as  a  beacon  for  Caffrelftnd  during  the  late  war. 
Some  parts  of  the  road  were  diflfic»lt,  and  ju^t  as  we  had 
passed  the  Buxton  river,  the  sides  of  which  were  atoep,  I  got 
out  to  walk,  and,  when  a  few  yards  in  advance  of  our  oxen, 
Baw  a  largo  Bnake  in  the  middle  of  the  road,  which  otir  men 
soon  killed.  It  wan  a  puff  adder^  thick,  and  about  two  feet 
long,  and  ajud  to  be  very  venomous. 

About  dufik  w©  reacheil  PMiipton,  where  we  were  gladly 
welcomed  by  the  daughters  of  the  late  Sir.  Read,  for  wlfom 
the  people  had  erected  b  small  and  comfortable  dwelling, 
every  building  in  the  place  having  been  destroyed  during  the 
war.  "^Hiile  at  tea  the  conversation  turned  upon  snakes, 
and  our  friemlK  told  us  they  were  very  uumerous;  that  re- 
cently the  wife  of  one  of  the  people,  awaking  in  the  night, 
felt  something  on  her  arm,  which  she  took  hold  of,  thinking 
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it  was  the  infant  wlia  slept  in  the  same  betj,  but  foiiml  it  vrt\A 
a.  large  auake  wliich  haJ  crept  between  her  and  the  child. 
It  bit  ber  thumb,  but  the  bite  did  nat  prove  poisonous. 
They  also  confirmed  the  opinion  that  the  bones  of  certain 
anakei;  are  poisonous,  stating  that,  during  the  late  war,  a 
Fingoe  when  on  pJttrole  trod  on  the  bone&  of  a  serpent,  and 
wfts  pierced  in  the  foot  His  foot  swelled,  then  his  leg,  and 
afterwards  bis  whole  body,  and  he  died  in  two  mouths.  In 
this  case  the  wound  might  have  been  inflicted  hy  a  living 
snake,  but  the  general  opinion  is  as  above  fjtated. 

In  a  country  abounding,  as  Africa  doea,  with  serpents,  I 
expected  to  bear  many  anecdotes  respecting  them ;  and 
conversing  on  one  occasion  with  Mr.  Pulleu,  a  farmer  who 
Uhs  lived  many  years  in  the  country,  and  seemed  to  have 
paid  rather  more  than  usual  attention  to  this  species  of 
reptile,  he  said  he  once  saw  a  mouse  running  in  a  field, 
and  that,  coming  in  sight  of  a  soake,  though  at  a  con- 
siderable distance,  it  instantly  stopped.  The  snakt  fixed  its 
eye  on  the  mouse,  which  then  crept  slowly  towards  the  snake, 
and,  as  it  apprmicbed  nearer,  trembled  and  shrieked  most 
piteously^  but  still  kept  approaching  until  qtute  dose,  when  it 
seemed  to  become  prostrate,  and  the  snake  then  devoured  it. 
On  another  occasion  he  had  watched  a  snake  capture  a  mouse 
in  the  same  mnnner ;  but,  as  it  was  retreating,  he  followeil, 
auil  3tn]ck  it  on  the  back  with  a  stick,  when  it  opened  tta 
mouth,  and  the  mouse  escaping  ran.  for  some  distajice,  then 
fell  down,  but  after  a  niinut-e  recovered  and  ran  away. 
Another  time  he  isaid  he  watched  a  snake  in  the  water  which 
had  fixe<l  its  eye  upon  a  frng  sitting  amongst  the  grass  on 
the  bank.  The  frog,  though  greatly  alarmed,  seemed  imable 
to  stir,  until  Mr,  Pullen  gradually  pushetl  a  rush  growing 
near  so  thtit  it  intervene^i  between  the  eyo  of  the  snake  and 
its  intended  victim,  when  the  frog,  as  if  suddenly  Uberated, 
darted  away.     Mr.  Pullen's  ideas  were  in   accordance   with 
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the  popular  notion  that  the  snake  has  tlie  power  of  exercising 
Bome  mesmeric  or  other  influeuce  through  the  steajly  fixing 
of  its  eye,  and  that  whatever  intercepta  this  gaze  breaks  aa  it 
were  the  charm,  aud  eetfl  the  prisoner  free. 

Numliera  of  the  people  from  the  adjacent  poatg  came  to 
Bee  ua  during  the  forenoon  of  the  next  day*  Atnotigiit  them, 
and  accompauied  by  a  female  attendant,  came  Botha's  wife»  a 
(piietj  respectable,  grief-stricken  woman,  apparently  about 
forty  yearti  of  age.  After  lilting  in  silence  some  time,  she 
said  she  came  to  aak  if  we  oould  give  her  amy  tidings  of 
Botha.  He  hwl  been  implicated  in  the  war,  and  was  at  that 
time  Buffering  his  ecutence  in  the  colony.  She  ^d  she  had 
UTitten  several  times  by  post,  l)ut  had  received  no  reply.  She 
was  told  it  was  believed  he  waa  well,  and  conducting  himself 
with  propriety,  but  that  probably  he  had  not  the  means  of 
wi-itiiig  to  her.  She  has  a  eon  and  two  daughters,  but  uo 
means  of  bupport,  all  Botha'^  land  being  declared  forfeited. 
We  were  informed  that  she  is  highly  respected  by  the  people, 
who  sy  III  path  i«e  with  her  and  allow  her  to  cultivate  portions 
of  their  land  for  snlisistence. 

Amongst  others  who  came  was  the  schoolmistress  of 
Buxton,  an  intelligent  and  respectable  woman,  who  deplored 
the  dispersion  of  her  school,  and  expressed  her  hopes  that  tho 
land  on  which  the  school  stood,  and  which  hai3  been  seized, 
would  be  refitored,  the  building  repaired,  and  the  children 
a^in  collected  for  instruction.  The  seizure  has  since  been 
declared  unlawful,  and  it  is  hoped  the  school  will  be  reopened. 
A  lew  weeks  before  our  arrival  the  governor  had  been  at  llie 
Settlement :  he  visited  the  church  and  schootf  and  called  upon 
the  daughters  of  the  late  Tniesiooniy ;  he  has  encouraged 
them  to  persevere  with  the  school,  and  expressed  himself  to 
Mr.  Green,  one  of  the  oflHcers  of  the  chttrch,  as  pleased  with 
what  he  saw  of  the  efforts  of  the  people  to  repair  the 
devastattOEB   of  the  war.     »Sir  George  Grey  also,  during  his 
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visit,  liatened  with  interest  and  kind  feeling  to  the  coiiiplaiuta 
which  some  of  the  people  respectfully  preferredj  promising 
that  ijiquiry  ahould  be  made  hjkI  wroDgs  redrestieiJ*  His 
visit  aeexas  to  have  left  favourable  impresgions  on  the  mis- 
pionarieB  and  people  at  every  place,  soothing  many  an  anxious 
spirit,  and  inspiring  hopes  of  consideration  and  justice  as 
hoauurable  to  himself  aa  it  has  proved  reaestiring  and  cheering 
to  the  people. 

Mr.  JanieH  Reacl,  the  missionfiry,  was  absent,  being  then 
at  the  Paarl ;  but  we  spent  the  day  with  Mr.  Green  and  the 
chief  men  of  the  place,  converaing  on  the  circumstances  of 
the  people  and  tHe  prospects  of  the  miFsion,  and  in  the 
evening  attended  a  religioue  service  m  the  church. 

Next  morning  by  daybreak  I  was  awakened  by  the  singing 
of  the  people,  who  at  this  eariy  hour  commenced  their 
Sabbath  servicei*.  In  the  forenoon  about  five  hundred  persons 
aasembled  in  the  church,  all  decently  clothed  in  European 
attire,  which  was  the  more  striking  whea  considered  in  con* 
nection  with  the  recent  (^lamities  of  the  war  and  their 
present  deep  poverty.  A  small  congregation  of  Fiugoea  met 
for  worehip  in  the  old  schoolroom  in  the  afternoonj  and  there 
was  a  second  large  aesembly  in  the  church  in  the  evening. 
On  these  occasions,  however  imperfect  the  knowledge  of  the 
people  might  be,  and  however  uncertain  the  source  of  their 
eniotiona  as  compared  with  those  of  the  members  of  more 
refiaed  and  educated  communities^  it  was  not  easy  to  witness 
scenes  such  aa  we  then  contemplated  without  being  convinced 
that  to  these  earnest  people  religion  was  siomething  mora 
than  a  form  ;  that  the  eimple  tnithH  of  the  New  Testament, 
as  they  had  been  taught  to  undertrtand  them,  supplied  a 
want  which  they  deeply  felt,  smoothed  the  ruggedness  of 
their  path  in  the  present  life,  and  inspired  the  hope  of  a 
happier  fntiire. 

On  the  following  morning  we  bade  adieu  to  the  children  m 
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tlie  school,  upwarila  of  eighty  in  number,  and  encouragi^il 
their  indefatigFible  teacher  to  persevere,  ia  the  hope  of  peace 
and  of  better  days  to  come-  We  also  took  leave  of  the 
people,  many  of  whom  were  aEsemhled  in  the  chiircb*  The 
whole  company  walked  with  us  through  the  Battlement. 
When  we  reached  the  brow  of  a  hill  by  the  bi^di-road,  the 
women  and  girla  who  were  atanding  on  both  sides  of  the  ruad 
began  to  aing  one  of  their  hymna  referring  to  a  future 
meeting  in  another  world.  Before  they  ha<l  finisiiGd  many 
aa  eye  was  ffuffused  with  teare,  and  it  may  well  be  supposed 
that  I  was  not  xmnffected  by  the  scene. 

From  the  rising  gi-ound  on  which  I  stood  I  looked  over  the 
fertile  and  undulated  valley,  guarded  on  two  sideK  by  the 
lofty  summits  of  the  Winterberg  and  the  Katberg,  at  the 
base  of  which  the  Kat  river,  bordered  with  flowers,  rippled 
and  dashed  alnng,  falling-  over  rocks  and  winding  with 
several  bcndB  through  the  settlement,  watering  in  its  course 
the  fielda  and  gardens  of  the  people,  now  either  brown  with 
the  stalks  of  the  gathered  grain  or  covered  with  corn  nearly 
ripe.  Here  and  there  two  or  three  goats  browaed  among  the 
bushes,  or  stood  perched  upon  the  cmmbling  rocks,  wliile 
the  few  cattle  which  war  and  diseftee  had  left  grazed  among 
the  thick,  tall  grass  in  the  unenclotjed  parts  of  the  settie- 
ment,  tended  by  a  Hottentot  boy  and  hia  dog.  In  the 
centre  of  thi»  scene  stood  the  bare  wallw  of  the  largo  uid 
church,^  with  a  smaller  and  more  recent  erection  by  its  side, 
and  a  little  farther  off  the  roofless  houses  of  the  miaaionarie*!. 
A  \wrge  black  bird  like  a  raven  was  perched  on  the  gable  end 
of  one  of  the  bare  walls ;  weeds  and  Bowers  were  growing 
within  the  racant  rooms ;  the  blackened  trunks  of  trees  left 
standing,  and  the  vigorous  shoots  Bpringing  from  the  stumps 
of  those  which  bad  been  felled,  revealed  the  devastation  that 
bad  been  maile  in  the  orchards  and  gardens  aroimd.  T^e^ides 
these  the  niius  of  former  habitations  of  the  people  appeared 
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on  every  hand,  and  near  them  the  law,  beehive-ahaped  huts 
which  formed  their  present  shelter  and  their  homes.  Around 
us,  in  the  raid«t  of  this  diversifieil  scene,  were  gathered  the 
greater  port  of  the  people,  their  hearts  overflowing  with 
gladness  on  fimling  that,  after  n-U  they  ha*!  suffered,  there 
Were  yet  those  who  could  sympathtae  in  their  sorrows,  and 
feel  and  wpeak  kindly  to  them.  Again  and  again,  after  the 
general  leave-taking,  one  and  another  came  to  say  how 
grateful  to  them  our  vis^it  had  heen,  inspiring  hope  for  th& 
future,  and  bringing  back  to  their  recollectiuna  the  pleasures 
of  bygone  days,  when  friendly  visits  were  frequent ;  and 
when  I  looked  around  and  turned  from  the  landscape  to 
the  people,  and  saw  their  deep  emotion,  and  listened  to  their 
parting  woida,  I  felt  that  I  could  not  envy  the  feeliogg  of 
any  one  who  could  have  gazed  unmoved  on  such  a  scene. 

Soon  after  we  had  left  the  good  people  at  Philipton  rain 
be^n  to  fall,  and  continued  during  the  day  ;  but  though  the 
road  wa3  slippery  and  trftvelliog  diffieult,  we  arrived  soon 
after  dark  at  the  ford  of  the  Chumie  river,  the  hanks  of  which 
were  ho  steep  anil  slippery  that  our  driver  wished  to  halt 
until  daybreak-,  hut  by  means  of  ropes  we  managed  to  keep 
our  waggon  upright,  and  soon  after  crossing  reached  Ma^far- 
l&ne,  where  we  were  welcomed  by  Mr.  M'Dermid  of  the  Scotch 
mission,  and  felt  grateful  for  the  shelter  of  his  friendly  roof 
during  the  storm  and  the  rain  of  the  night. 

The  nest  day  ouf  driver,  who  had  been  engaged  with  the 
colonial  forces,  and  had  been  wounded  in  the  late  war,  pointed 
out  many  scenes  of  camage  lying  in  our  route. 

Continuing  our  way  over  thiii  lately  disputed  ground,  and 
having  Alice  or  Fort  Hare  on  our  right,  and  Fort  Cox  at  the 
foot  of  the  Amatola  moimtains  on  onr  left,  we  reached 
Knapp'q  Hope,  which  if?  plea-^antly  situated  on  a  grassy  slope, 
running  down  to  the  Ketakamma  river.  Here  we  remained 
with  Mr.  Kayser  and  his  family  until  the  following  day,  much 
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gxatified  with  the  encour&ging  cinrumshmces  un<leT  wliich, 
Uiigted  efficit'iitlj  bj  Itis  sod  Frederick,  he  bad  resum>ed  bi^i 
labours  among  the  Oaffrea.  A  canBiderable  number  had 
gathered  around  lum,  wid  the  circiiLir  liTits  clustered  together 
on  the  upper  side  of  the  slope  fomieil  quite  a  Cftflre  village. 
About  two  huudre^l  acres  of  laud  were  irrigate*!  and  under 
culture,  Bud  from  some  parts  of  this  maize  and  Cafire  corn 
had  alr^dy  been  gathered,  while  in  othera  the  crops  wero 
still  stoiiding.  Another  portion  of  land  of  equal  extent 
admitted  of  culture  so  soon  as  the  people  should  be  able  to 
lead  out  the  water  of  the  river.  We  held  in  the  evening  a 
deeply  interesting  meeting  with  the  chiefs  and  principal  men 
of  two  Fiugoe  villa^s,  one  of  them  twenty  mileu  distant, 
who  Lad  come  to  ask  for  a  mis^onaiy. 

Early  tlte  next  morning  we  attended  a  religious  service  of 
the  people,  and  afler  breakfast  visited  the  school,  in  which, 
out  of  eighty-two  scholars  on  the  books,  seventy-two  were 
present.  The  first  class  read,  witli  considerable  ease,  a 
chapter  from  the  English  Testaments  Tbey  also  recited 
portions  of  the  Scriptures,  and  answered  qucsHons  in  arith- 
metic in  English  with  rea<lineds  and  accuracy.  W  then 
Rpent  aome  time  in  conversation  with  the  Fingoe  chiefs  and 
people,  and  in  the  afternoon  resumed  our  journey.  Our  kind 
friends  furnished  us  with  a  team  of  oxen  to  relieve  our  own, 
and  to  expedite  our  way  to  the  next  station  ;  but  anoa  after 
we  had  pasae*!  Furt  White  the  night  became  bo  dark  that 
onr  guide  declared  he  could  not  see  his  way,  and  the  road 
wa«  BO  bad  in  consequence  of  the  number  of  deep  circular 
holes  that  we  were  obliged  to  halt  until  daybreak  in  the 
midst  of  a  damp,  boggy  flat,  tying  our  oxen  Ut  the  wheels  of 
our  waggon  to  prevent  their  being  lost. 

Starting  at  daybreak  we  reached,  in  two  or  three  hoors, 
PLrie,  a  Scottish  miissionary  station ;  but  t\&  Mr.  Kosg,  the 
missionary,  had  gone  from  home  that  momitig,  we  continued 
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OUT  journey,  though  aot  witboiit  regarding  with  peculiar 
interest,  amongst  manv  surroitndinn^  objects,  the  garden  and 
the  trees,  one  of  which  was  jilanttd  |jy  Vanderkoinp.  Our 
driver  pointed  out  to  us  the  spot  where  the  eon  of  Mr. 
Browulee,  the  missionary  of  King  William's  Town,  was  killed 
Ly  the  Caffres  in  the  commeuctimeut  of  the  late  war,  and  he 
added  that  he  wns  himaulf  one  of  the  soldierH  who  carried 
hig  body  home.  Much  of  the  space  over  which  we  travelled 
this  day  is  to  missionaries  a  sort  of  classic  ground.  Before 
reaching  Pirie  we  pas&ed  over  the  spot  where  Dr.  Vaiiderkemp, 
half  a  century  ago,  built  his  grass-roofed  mlBgionaiy  hut, 
kneeling  down  wlien  he  had  cut  the  first  buadle  of  grass  to 
thank  God  for  a  home  in  the  wildernesa.  A  little  farther 
along  the  Debe  we  crossed  a  couple  of  streams,  at  a  spot 
where  the  earae  pioneer  of  toissionariee  to  Caffreland  had 
dwelt  for  some  time. 

The  same  afternoon  we  reached  King  William's  Town,  a 
place  of  some  impo]1ance»  aud  the  chief  military  post  on  the 
frontier,  plea^ntly  situated  on  the  hajika  of  the  Buffalo 
river.  Most  of  the  houses  appeared  to  be  recent  erections  : 
it  few  in  the  military  quarter  were  shaded  by  trees  and 
surrounded  by  gardens,  the  spots  formerly  cultivated  by  Mr. 
Brownlee  and  Jan  Tzatjioe.  On  reaching  the  house  of  the 
former,  whieb  is  situated  near  the  Caffre  village,  in  the 
outiskirta  of  the  town,  we  were  cordially  welcomed  by  Mr. 
Brownlee,  a  "  tall,  plain,  Scottish  man,"  as  Pringle  calls  him, 
venerable  from  ye^a,  virtues,  Euid  wrongs.  He  led  ua  into 
Ms  neat,  comfortable  house,  and  introduced  us  to  his  family. 
After  traverfiing  the  desert  it  was  quite  refreshing  to  see  on 
the  table  of  the  room  in  which  we  bat  a.  vase  of  newly 
gathered  flowers,  coniprieing  rosea,  balsams,  petunias,  and 
verbenas,  with  others  of  native  growth, 

In  the  evening  I  walked  with  Mr.  Brownlee  through  hie 
garden,   where   I   waa  agreeably  em^hriaed   to    find,   beaides 
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peacliea,  fijja,  apricots,  and  grapes,  a  uumber  of  our  choicest 
aorta  of  plums,  peara,  and  apples.  The  former  do  not  thrive 
well ;  but,  amongst  tlie  latter.  New  Town  Pippiu,  Ribataue 
Pippin,  Irfmon  Pippin,  and  others  were  doing  well.  Along 
his  vemiiJah  was  traitied  a  large  fragrant  white  ipcimsea  from 
Natal.  Leaving  the  garden,  we  walked  over  the  adjacent 
country  along  the  course  by  which  he  had  brought  water 
from  a  distance  of  two  mileB  to  the  town.  Mr.  Brownlee  is 
quite  a  botanist,  and  it  was  a  great  treat  to  walk  with  liim 
amongst  the  varied  vegetation  of  Caffreland,  The  most 
beautiful  plant  we  saw  was  a  dwarf  species  of  erythrina, 
crowded  with  rich  scarlet  blossoms.  Besides  this  there  were 
Borae  splendid  specimens  of  leonotiB,  with  scarlet-tinted 
orange  flowers. 

The  next  day  we  were  joined  by  Mr,  Birt  from  Peelton, 
and  met  the  people  to  deliberate  upon  the  state  of  the 
mission.  Jan  Tzatzo,  whom  I  had  known  in  England,  was 
present,  and  dined  with  us  afterwarde.  The  nest  morning  I 
accompanied  Mr.  Brownlee  three  or  four  miles  up  the  BuflFalo 
river,  and,  entering  the  bush,  cut  a  piece  from  the  branch  of 
a  tree  covered  with  orchids,  which  I  ultimately  succeeded  in 
brining  home  safely.  On  returning  we  proceeded  over  a 
rich,  grftsay  country  to  Peelton,  about  nine  miles  distant, 
where  I  met  with  a  hospitable  reception  from  Mr.  Birt. 

This  important  station  was  entirely  destroyed  during  the 
late  war ;  but  since  the  missionary  and  the  people  who 
retired  to  Fort  Beaufort  have  returned  a  good  building  has 
been  erected,  which  at  present  serves  the  double  purpose  of 
chapel  and  schoo!.  The  raission  family  have  a  neat,  com- 
fortable house,  and  the  natives  have  erected  a  number  of 
temporary  dwellings.  This  station  is  one  of  the  most  im- 
portant in  the  country,  situated  on  the  border  of  Caffreland 
and  the  royal  reserves,  and  a  considerable  population  have 
already  gathered  around^    In  the  evening  I  walked  out  with 
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Mr.  Birt  along  the  cuurse  of  the  river,  passing  a  munber  of 
plantatiana,  in  some  of  which  the  people  were  at  work.  The 
land  aeemcd  to  be  eiceedingl)'  good,  and  oap&ble  of  greatly 
extended  cidtivation. 

Tlie  .Sabbath  which  I  spent  at  thia  station  was  a  day  of 
much  interest.  Tiie  Suuday-schoul  was  thronged,  and  many 
of  the  children  road  the  English  Scriptures  remarkably  well. 
The  place  of  worship  was  so  email,  that  only  adultg  could  be 
admitted;  all  the  young;  people,  iberefore,  were  obliged  to 
remain  away.  About  two  hundred  communicants  part-ook  of 
the  ordinance  of  the  Lord's  Supper  with  great  propriety  and 
Beriousneea  of  demeanour.  Throughout  the  day^  I  waa  struck 
with  the  eamestneta  and  gravity  which  chara<?teri6ed  the 
Oiffres  in  their  language  and  behaviour.  Their  singing  was 
remarkably  correct,  their  voices  good,  and  they  avoided  an 
error  which  I  had  observed  elsewhere  ^ — that  of  being  much 
too  loud. 

The  next  day  the  mismonaries  etationed  amongst  the 
Caffrea  held,  at  Peelton,  their  quarterly  meeting,  and  we  were 
glad  to  he  present  to  confer  with  them  unitedly  on  the  pro-^ 
gresa  of  their  important  work.  The  communications  made 
by  the  missionaries  present,  respectiDg  the  spiritual  state  of 
their  people,  were  far  more  satisfactory  and  encouraging  than 
could  have  been  expected,  considering  how  recent  waa  the 
termination  of  the  W"ar  and  how  disastroua  its  effects.  They 
were  all  Ukewisse  much  encouraged  by  the  favo^irable  manner 
kwhich  the  governor,  on  Mb  late  visit  to  the  CafFre  frontier, 
lad  noticed  their  labours,  assuring  them  of  hie  satisfactiouj 
•  and  of  his  assititance,  aa  far  aa  practicable,  in  promoting,  on  a 
religious  basia,  what  he  regarded  aa  of  the  utmost  importance, 
—  the  education,  industry,  and  general  civilisation  of  the 
people. 

Ou  the  following  day,  the  3rd  of  April,  we  visited  the 
Bchoola,   and  were  exceedingly  gratified  with  the  extent  to 
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which  English  Vinua  taught,  and  with  the  general  proficiency  of 
the  flcholars.  We  then  held  a  meeting  with  the  people,  and 
afterwards  visited  some  of  the  Christian  famiHes  at  theif  own 
habitatioDfl.  In.  the  course  of  the  afternoon,  after  taking 
leave  of  our  hosi)itabIe  friends,  we  returned  to  King  William's 
Town ;  and  here  bidding  farewell  to  Mra.  Brownlee  and  her 
family^  we  crossed  the  Butfalo  river,  and  conimenced  our 
homeward  cotuee. 

Should  peace  remain  unbroken,  and  the  enlightened  policy 
of  the  governor,  its  surest  guarantee,  be  continued,  there 
would  seem  to  he  a  happier  future  in  prospect  for  the  Caffre 
nation.  If  they  have  the  means  of  sound  practicyil  education, 
comprising  a  knowledge  of  the  useful  arts,  together  with 
faithful  religions  teaching,  there  is  no  Bufficient  reason  to 
doubt  the  advancement  of  thw  interesting  people  in  all  that 
belongs  to  the  well-being  of  men  in  the  present  life  and  their 
hopes  of  that  which  is  to  come. 

On  the  -ith  we  crossed  the  Keiskamma  at  Line  Drift.  The 
bottom  of  the  etream  was  rocky  and  the  waters  turbid,  hut 
we  crossed  in  aafety,  though  the  governor's  party,  in  crossing 
at  the  same  place  a  few  weeks  "before,  lost  one  of  tbeir  waggons 
auii  a  team  of  mules,  all  being  swept  down  the  stream.  Con- 
tinuing our  way,  we  passed  Fort  Peddie,  and  crossed  the  Fish 
River  at  Trumpeter's  Drift,  where  another  of  the  governor's 
wagons  had  been  carried  down  the  stream,  and  the  mules 
only  saved  by  being  cut  loose  and  swimming  to  the  shore. 
The  waggon  was  lying  among  the  busbee  at  some  distance 
down  the  river  at  the  time  we  passed.  The  owner  of  an 
accommodation  house  on  the  honk  of  the  river  told  us  that 
accidents  were  frequent  with  the  natives,  who  remained  in 
the  waggons  shouting  to  the  oien  ;  but  that  white  men  gene- 
rally ba^l  persona  in  the  stream  to  keep  the  oxen  up.  Pursu- 
ing our  journey,  and  passing  the  night,  which  was  wet  and 
cold,  on  the  high  ground  beyond  Driver's  Hill,,  we  reached 
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Gmbain'-s  Town  in  tlie  foj-enoon  of  the  6th  of  April.  This 
young  African  city  \s  pleasantly  situat-etl  in  tbts  midtit  of  an 
amphitheatre  uf  grassy  mmiutaiiis.  The  street*  are  wide,  and 
refjularly  laiJ  out;  the  houses  neat,  generally  white  or  yellow, 
.T-nd  mnnhftrB  of  theni  shailed  with  trees  3,  the  EpiecupaUaji, 
MethoJiat,  and  Itidependent  cburche*  and  chapels  being 
coDfpicuuuH  amongst  the  buildings  of  the  place.  The  popu- 
lation of  Groham^s  Town  was  stated  to  be  12,(XX),  of  which 
ouc-third  are  coloured,  viz.,  the  Hotteutots,  Caffres,  and 
FingoeM. 

Here  we  remained  four  days  the  guests  of  Mr.  Smith,  the 
excellent  mi^ionary  of  the  station,  a  man  apparently  well 
qualified  for  his  somewhat  difficult  position,  coinbiuing,  with 
a  gentle  Rpirit,  modeat  unobtrusive  demeanour,  and  good 
judgment,,  unimpeachable  integrity,  and  great  moral  courage. 
During  our  stay,  we  visited  the  Hottentot  location,  which  still 
presents  affecting  iiiemarials  of  the  snfferiuga  of  the  people; 
but,  notwithstanding  all,  they  did  not  seem  to  have  lost  heart. 
I^rge  congregations  assembled  in  their  stibstatstial  stone 
chapel,  which  they  have  recently  enlarged,  liateuing  intelli- 
gently to  sermons  in  the  English  language.  The  public 
meetings  we  held  were  satisfaclflry,  and  the  account  given 
ua  by  the  missionary  of  the  state  nf  religion  araongfit  thera 
wiisencountgiug.  Grateful  for  the  kimlneas  e-xperienced  here 
from  Mr,  Thnmpaon,  minister  of  the  Independent  chapel,  and 
from  a  number  of  Christian  friends,  we  proceeded  onward  to 
I*ort-  Elizabeth,  where  I  was  gla<^  to  find  accommodfttion  under 
the  same  roof  with  Mr.  and  Mrs,  Robson*  the  latter  of  whom, 
formerly  Mrs.  Williamsj,  I  bad  known  in  England  many  years 
before. 

At  this  rising,  prosperous,  and  important  town,  the  port  of 
the  EEiBtem  Provinces  of  the  colony,  we  remained  nearly  a 
fortnight,  grateful  for  the  hospitality  we  received  from  Mr. 
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Uaraent  and  fais  family,  as  well  as  other  friends,  and  en- 
couraged by  witnessing  the  beneficial  effects  of  mismonazy 
labours  amongst  people  of  colour,  both  Hottentots  and  Fin- 
goes.  During  this  period  I  spent  a  Sunday  and  part  of  two 
days  with  Mr.  Paterson  at  the  pleasantly  situated  and  well- 
watered  village  of  Uitenhage,  and  was  thus  made  acquainted 
with  the  many  grounds  of  encouragement  which  cheer  the 
missionary  in  his  labours  among!!^  the  colonial  people  of 
colour  and  the  Fingoes.  At  Bethelsdorp,  where  Mr.  Mer- 
rington,  notwithstanding  the  discouragements  of  the  locality, 
still  continues  his  indefatigable  labours,  we  met  the  missioa- 
aries  of  the  district  at  their  periodical  gathering,  and  were 
glad  thus  to  ajnfer  with  them  unitedly  on  the  affairs  of  their 
several  stations. 

At  Port  Elizabeth  we  disposed  of  our  waggon  and  oxen, 
trusting,  for  the  remainder  of  the  journey,  to  the  kindness  of 
friends  and  to  hired  conveyances,  chiefly  the  rough  and 
rapidly  travelling  mail  carts.  On  the  24th  of  April  we  left 
Algoa  Bay,  and  in  the  evening  of  the  following  day  arrived 
at  Hankey,  on  the  Gamtoos  river,  having  travelled  in  a  wa^on 
which  Mr.  Durant  Philip  had  kindly  sent  for  us.  Here,  and 
at  the  adjacent  branch  station  of  Kniis  Fonta}'n,  we  remained 
a  week,  and,  amongst  other  objects  of  interest,  visited  the 
timnel,  which  with  great  labour  has  been  cut  through  the 
mountain  for  the  purpose  of  conveying  the  water  of  the 
river  over  a  large  tract  of  fertile  and  valuable  land. 

In  a  secluded  spot  in  the  mission  garden,  and  under  the 
shade  of  a  large  weeping  willow,  repose  the  mortal  remains  of 
Dr.  Philip,  also  those  of  his  estimable  wife,  bis  oldest  son, 
and  other  branches  of  his  family.  I  felt  a  mournful  satis- 
faction in  visiting  the  spot,  believing,  as  I  do,  that  high  as  is 
the  estimation  in  which  his  memory  is  held  by  many,  coming 
generations  in  South  Africa  will  value  him  even  more  highly, 
and  will  class  him  among  their  sincerest  friends,  and  ascribe  to 
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him  an  honourable  poaition  amongst  the  earliest  advocates  of 
civil  aod  religious  liberty  in  that  couutry. 
*i  Before  we  left,  the  people  of  Haiikcy,  and  those  of  Kruis 
FontayUj  invited  ite  to  a  public  tea  meeting  at  their  re- 
spective stations,  a  sort  of  African  Hoiree^  which  was  con- 
ducted with  great  propriety  and  much  good  feeling  at  both 
places.  The  Tneeting  at  Hankey  was  held  in  the  only  large 
huildiDg  in  the  place,  which  at  preeent  serves  the  double 
purpose  of  church  and  school.  More  thnu  200  persona  wtire 
prteent,  occupying  seats  on  both  sides  of  the  building,  while 
a  line  of  tables,  covered  with  crockery  and  dishes  of  cakes  of 
different  kinds,  was  extended  along  the  centre.  Mr.  Philip 
presided,  a  number  of  females  hiid  charge  of  the  taUes, 
and  the  tea  and  cakes  were  carried  on  trays  to  the  company 
with  rea/liness  and  order*  The  social  entertainment  waa  at 
lnter\'als  enlivened  with  singing  by  the  natives,  both  in  English 
and  Uutch.  !Mr.  Philip  has  paid  much  attention  to  this 
important  part  of  hia  people's  education,  and  muBt  feel  amply 
rewarded  m  witnessing  the  prnfieiency  of  many  of  his  pupils. 
One  young  African  raotber,  with  a  child  in  her  arms,  seemed 
to  possess  an  unusually  mellow  voice.  SDmetimeiS  a  eelect 
few  sang  a  favotirite  piece,  and  at  other  timea  a  larger 
number  joined.  There  was  no  nee^^l  for  repeated  solicitations 
before  commencing,  and  there  were  no  plaudits  at  tbe  close; 
but  to  both  singers  and  listeners  it  seemed  to  afford  &  high 
degree  of  enjoyment, 

Speeches  were  delivered  in  the  intervals  hetween  the 
sin^g,  and  tlie  a<.ldre&ae8  of  some  of  the  men  were  exceed- 
ingly striking.  There  was  no  previously  arraiiged  programme 
of  flubjeete  to  he  discussed,  but  each  one  spoke  from  the 
promptings  of  his  own  feelings.  On  this:  account  it  was 
curious  to  note  the  different  tenor  of  the  remarks  as  indi- 
cating the  tone  and  current  of  their  thoughts.  Little  refe- 
rence was  made  to  the  future.     Hope  did  not  seem  to  have 
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presented  dnawbstantial  pictures  t^  tlieir  fancy;  but  memory 
was  busy  with  the  past,  which  waw  hrnmstht  hack  in  deeply 
aflecting  contrawf  with  the  present.  One  man  of  cansiderable 
property  and  fair  reputatiou,  who,  I  tbiuk,  pays  for  his  son*s 
ednciition  at  the  seminary,  said,  when  albiiling'  t^>  the  domestic 
comftirte  of  his  family,  "I  was  turn  when  an  infant  from  my 
inuther'n  breast,  wild  to  a  deak-r,  who  carrieil  me  away,  and  I 
never  saw  my  mother  again.  She  was  a  slave,  and  I  was  bom 
a  slave,  and,  as  snob,  i^old  lny  my  own  father."  Another,  in, 
the  conrse  of  iiis  remarks,  said,  *'  I  was  only  ao  high,"  holding 
up  biB  Btick,  "  when  1  wa*  placed  upon  the  end  of  a  barrel, 
and  the  auctioneer  made  me  swing  my  arms  about  and  turn 
myeelf  round,  while  the  people  bid  for  me.'^  Another  said, 
"Instead  of  a  phice  of  light  and  cbeerfulucss  like  th.i&,  I  re- 
member when  I  have  sought  the  darkest  dell  or  the  craggie&t 
rock,  and  when  the  chafing  of  the  rushej?  or  the  falling  of  & 
withered  bough  has  made  my  heart  beat  and  my  whole  frame 
tremble."  Thoiie,  with  some  truly  tragfic  scenes,  were  the 
kind  of  picturee  which  memory  presented,  and  which  they 
eontnisted  with  the  present  ss  incentives  to  gratitude  and 
stimulants  to  eflfort,  ho  as  to  ensure  still  greater  benefits  tlian 
thoM*  alreaily  eujoyeil.  Their  frequent  allusion  to  their 
children  as  ignorant  of  what  their  fathers  bad  suffered,  and 
thereftire  in  danger  of  undervaluing  the  religions  tejichingof 
the  niissiunarieH,  with  other  means  of  improvement,  appeared 
to  me  est^eedingly  appropriate.  The  engagements  at  both 
plac^  closed  with  prayer,  and  I  retired  gratified  with  the 
occasion  thus  afforded  of  witnessing  and  Bharing  the  social 
enjoyments  of  the  people. 

On  the  3rd  of  May  we  proceeded  t«  Hnmansdorp,  nine 
miles  from  Kniis  Fontayn,  and  then  contintied  our  journey 
to  Avontuur  in  I^ong  Kloof,  where  we  ppeut  the  .Sabliath 
pleasantly  with  Mr.  Hoixl  and  his  family,  endeavouring  to 
encourage  the  people,  who,  after  many  years'  refiidenoe  there, 
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were  oliligeJ,  at  great  inconvenience  and  ]osn,  to  seek  anothi^ 
potiition,  Tliey  hatl  purchased  land  at  some  distance,  and 
the  missionary  Wiis  prepiuitig  i*j  accompany  them  to  their 
future  home. 

LeA.ving'  Avontuiir  and  deacending  the  Montague  posa,  we 
revisited  Pecaltwiorjj,  and  held  a  more  satisfactory  meeting 
with  {he  people.  We  also  visited  Zuurbraak>  where  the 
people  prepared  a  pfiblic  breakfast,  which  was  followed  by  an 
eucuurugiug  public  meeting.     I  hod  'Sketched  a  number  of 
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natural  objects  dining  the  journey,  and  on  our  way  to  this 
utatii-in  I  added  a  druwiug  of  a  beautiful  Aluefei^x  in  flower, 
1  had  previouBly  sketcheil  the  Ahe  vulgai-is,  which  abounds 
near  Bethelsdurp.    The  gum  of  this  plant,  the  medicinal  aloe 
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of  comT»eTce,  is  j^atheredl  by  tlie  natives  of  BelKeWlorp,  and 
sold  t*?  the  tracleru.  I  had  a.Uo  skcicbeil  a  zamia  tre<e,  grow- 
ing near  theGaiuUK}»  river.  Leaving  Zuurbraak  Xpruceededji 
in  company  with  MeBsra.  Hebn  and  Anderson,  to  Swellcndaixir 
where,  after  a  short  rest  nnder  the  hospitable  roof  of  Dr- 
Roberleon,  I  was  able,  notwithstanding  »orae  iadispo^Hitiun,  to 
continue  the  journey  with  my  friends  to  Cape  Town,  whicb 
place  wo  reached  in  safety  on  the  19th  of  May,  thankful  fur 
preservation  throughout  our  wanderings  and  for  the  blessiujfft 
by  which  the  journey  bad  been  attended. 

Amongst  the  many  impressions  which  the  journey  now 
closed  has  left  upon  my  mind,  few  are  more  a^eemble  than 
those  produced  by  the  hospitality  which  we  almost  Invariably 
experienced.  With  the  families  of  the"  missiauariea  at  tbe 
various  stations  I  uaturaEly  felt  at  home;  but  at  other  places, 
especially  amongst  the  Dutcb  boers,  or  farmers,  we  were 
perfect  strangers,  and,  excepting  in  one  or  two  instances, 
when  the  com^>anionsbip  of  a  missionary  from  the  neigh- 
bourhood indicated  in  fiome  degree  the  object  of  our  journey, 
we  appeared  aa  ordinary  travellers,  yet  we  were  always  re- 
ceived courteously,  aad  kindly  helped  on  our  way. 

Out  journey  was  in  furtherance  of  a  religious  object,  and 
our  intercourse  chiefly  with  the  colo^ired  people.  The  Lon* 
don  Missionary  fiociety,  hy  which  I  bad  been  requested  to 
undertake  this  journey,  had  been  for  many  years  engaged  in 
endeavours  to  effect  the  conversion  of  the  heathen  races  la 
the  country  by  educating  them  and  teaching  tbem  in  the 
simplest  manner  the  truths  of  the  Christian  religion.  These 
endeavours  had  not  been  in  vain.  In  the  several  places 
occupied  V>y  the  missionaries  numbers  of  the  coloured  people 
were  now  united  in  organised  Christian  communities,  having 
respectively  their  churches  or  chapels,  schools,  and  other 
meooB  of  religions  and  social  improvement.  The  effortB 
directed   to   the   accomplishment   of  these   ends  had    been 
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sustained  hy  the  Society  at  Lome  for  more  than  linlf  a 
century.  The  great  and  iraportaut  political  cLauges  which 
had  taken  place  ia  the  colony  during'  that  period  Lad  placed 
the  coloured  people  on  a  footing  of  civil  equality  with  other 
classes,  and  had  secured  to  them  the  fruits  of  their  enterprise, 
industry,  and  skill,  and  thus  placed  within  their  reach  the 
meaoe  of  euataiuing  the  ordinances  of  religion  amongst  them- 
aelvea,  and  leaving  the  Society  in  England  free  to  extern!  the 
knowledge  of  the  Gospel  to  other  nations.  Something  liad 
been  dune  by  the  African  Christiana  towards  this  latter  ohject, 
as  they  had  for  some  years  contrihutt'd  towards  the  funda  of 
the  Society  in  England,  but  their  own  paatore,  and  in  Mine 
instances  the  school ni asters,  were  still  fflipported,  not  by  the 
Churches  themselves,  though  some  of  these  had  been  or- 
.ganieed  forty  years,  but  by  the  distant.  Society  in  England. 
It  had  been  for  some  time  felt  that  a  step  etill  further  iu 
advance  might  be  made  with  advantage  to  the  people  them- 
seiTeSj  inducing  greater  self-reliance  and  imparting  stability 
to  the  Christian  institutions  amongst  them,  by  their  under- 
taking the  recognised  duty  of  siistaining  the  means  of  their 
own  spiritual  improvement,  yet  retaining  intimate  Christian 
and  fraternal  relationehip  with  the  ChiircheH  in  England,  and 
receiTing  micU  supplementary  aid  as  their  circumstanceB 
raight  for  a  season  still  render  necessary.  To  inquire  aa  to 
the  practicability  of  this  change,  and  to  confer  with  the 
missionary  pastors  and  their  respective  flocks  on  the  best  mode 
of  effecting  it,  were  the  chief  objects  of  the  visit  I  had  now 
made ;  and  it  had  afforded  me  much  pleasure  to  observe  the 
principle,  that  it  was  the  duty  of  every  Christian  community 
to  maintain  tlie  ordinances  of  religion  among  its  own 
members,  and  then  to  extend  the  knowledge  of  the  (xospel  to 
others,  readily  acknowledged,  and  to  receive  the  most  frank 
and  cordial  asBurance  of  sincere  co-operation  on  the  part  of 
the  misgionary  pastors  and  their  people  in  carrying  out  these 
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^ews:  assurances  which  have  wince  been  moat  honouml»ly 
ftiiJ  ^eiierously  nctt-d  upon. 

The  conversiyu  of  the  natives  to  Christianity,  thniigh  the 
primary  and  paramount  object  of  the  mlBsionary,  bad  un- 
avoidably involved  attention  to  many  secular  matters  ood- 
■nected  with  their  temporal  affairs  and  scHMal  progress,  and 
the  more  prominent  indications  of  their  present  state  in 
these  respects  conld  scarcely  fail  to  attract  observation.  1 
am  folly  aware  that  the  brief  period  of  little  more  than  five 
months,  during  which  I  remftiupd  in  the  country,  aud  the 
comparatively  Lurried  visits  wliicli  I  made  to  tbe  several 
BtatiotLSf  could  but  Ul  qualify  me  for  forming  very  etrong  or 
definite  opinions  on  the  actual  condition  of  the  people.  Yet 
there  were  several  poiutB  connected  with  these  which  re- 
peatedly forced  themselves  on  my  notice.  Prominent  and 
most  important  among  them  was  a  general  and  earnest  soli- 
citude on  the  subject  of  personal  relijfion-  The  mtsaiouariea 
at  most  of  the  stations  teatifieil  that,  notwithstanding  the 
ungodliness  existing  amongst  many  portiona  of  the  Coloured 
people  who  made  no  profession  of  religion,  and  the  defections 
of  those  who  did,  there  appeared  to  be  at  the  present  time 
a  growing  and  more  than  ordinaiy  de«ire  after  religious 
instruction,  and  an  increasing  eeuse  of  Its  necessity  and 
its  value.  This  feeling,  it  was  stated,  was  not  confined  to  the 
Coloured  people,  but  prevailed  in  some  cases  amongst,  the 
white  inhabitEints;  and  not  the  least  pleasing  feature  in  many 
of  the  public  sei^ices  which  we  attended  was  the  presence  of 
a  number  of  white  persons,  r*?Bidents  in  the  neigljbourI"KMl. 
These  were  Hometimes  sitting  in  the  same  seat  witb  ihc 
native,  or  in  pews  standing  side  by  side,  and  often  intei*- 
miagled  with  those  occupied  by  persona  of  colour.  Should 
this  state  of  feeling  continue,  it  may  be  justly  regarded  n.s 
one  of  the  tiurest  foundations  of  butli  temporal  and  apiiituai 
advancement. 
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Contraated  with  this  ground  of  enccmragementj  were  aources 
of  appreliensiou  arising  from  the  liiiiiteJ  amount  and  the 
imperfect  quality  of  the  education  obtained  by  them.  TtilH 
appeared  traceable  in  Bome  places  to  the  madeqiiate  metiiiH 
of  instruction  within  their  reach,  in  others  to  the  inability  of 
the  parents  to  send  tlieir  childreTi  t<»  school,  or  to  their  in- 
seiistbility  to  it§  ailvantagea.  In  connection  with  this  subject, 
parental  discipline,  the  enlighteneil  wad  judicioua  authority  of 
the  parent  over  the  chiM»  seemed  to  be  but  i^eldom  exerciaed. 

Another  source  of  apprehension  arises  from  the  fact  that 
the  yoLing  people  growing;  up  without  personal  experience  of 
the  miBerieB  of  slavery,  and  consequently  without  the  stimulus 
to  self-improvement  which  the  remembrance  supplied  to 
their  pareutH^  are  in  danger  of  deeming  the  restraints  of 
school  irksome  and  unnecessary.  Tlie  Hottentots  particularly, 
from,  the  natural  weakness  of  character  which,  uotwith- 
etmiding  many  truly  amialile  traitsj  they  exhibit,  seem  to 
^prefer  an  easy,  Hi^llesK  mode  of  life  to.  the  self-denial,  energy, 
forethought,  and  enterprise  which  the  maintenance  of  their 
preaent  position  will  require,  t^  say  nothing  of  their  pro- 
gressive tulvancement.  Persons  of  this  claes  appear  too  often 
contented  if  their  physical  wants  are  supplietl,  or  the  means 
of  immediate  gratification,  however  expensive  to  them, 
secured,  and  con«(|tientIy  live  as  if  but  for  the  day,  trustfng 
to  the  future  to  provide  for  itself.  There  were  some  striking 
exceptions  to  these  cbarncteristicA  But  still,  with  regard  to 
the  Hott-eutots  especially,  the  existence  of  this  downward 
tendency  cannot  be  regarded  with  indifference;  for,  without  a 
change,  they  must  either  become  mere  hewers  of  wood  and 
drawers  of  water  to  others,  or,  as  a  race,  gradually  melt  away. 
It  is  this  weakness  of  character  which  makes  persons  of  thiu 
claKK,  when  destitute,  of  religious  principle,  fall  so  easily  into 
the  temptations  which  the  canteens  or  other  sources  of 
drunkenness  and  poverty  present. 


SMJ 


VISITS  TO   MAUAGASCAIl. 


Next  to  the  benetitu  of  rcligtous  instruction,  the  friends  of 
the  colourecl  people  appear  to  be  especially  required,  in  the 
present  state  of  society,  to  t^id  and  guide  them  in  seeking 
fur  themselves  progressive  improvement ;  t^  make  them  di»- 
Hatis6ed  with  a  low  position  in  the  social  scale,  and  to  awaken 
yearnings  after  something  better  and  stimulate  to  efforts  for 
ita  attainment;  tn  impreiyj  upon  them  the  nbsolute  necessity 
of  education  at  any  coat,  with  more  of  self-reliance,  and  the 
conviction  that  their  future  depends  not  upon  others  but 
npon  themselves. 

But  while  causes  of  anxiety  like  these  were  not  wanting, 
there  were  other  stibjectfi  of  consideration  peculiJirly  cheeriag. 
Many  of  the  coloured  people,  formerly  slaved,  have  vM>n  their 
way  to  competency,  if  not  to  wealth,  to  social  comfort,  and  to 
positions  of  influence  in  society,  being  held  in  just  and 
general  esteem  by  all  classes  of  the  community.  Religion 
had  taught  them  frugality  and  temperance.  When  th^ 
became  their  own  masters,  industry  and  skill  broug-ht  their 
appropriatei  reward,  while  their  stren^h  of  character  and 
couaistency  of  conduct  secured  them  respect  and  eotitled 
them  to  be  numbered,  not  only  amon^  the  best  fnends  of 
their  race,  but  the  most.  %'aluaMe  members  of  the  community, 
—  examples  of  what,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  will  one  dny  form  a 
numerous  portion  of  the  people,  viz.,  a  hardy,  active,  in- 
telligent, and  upright  middle  claaa.  This,  with  God's  blessing, 
may  be  their  future,  if  they  are  wisely  coimselled,  and  are 
true  to  themselves. 

Nor  must  I  omit  to  mention  that  I  found  there  existed 
amongst  the  colonists  more  consideration  and  kindness  towards 
the  coloured  people  altogether,  with  a  more  natural  and 
healthy  state  of  feeling,  than  had  at  all  times  esdsted.  The 
present  lawB,  the  recent  Constitution  which  had  given  eo 
TTiauy  of  the  coloured  people  the  elective  franchise,  the 
just  and  libeml  views  expressed  by  some  of  the  leading  men 
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in  the  colony,  the  good  conduct  of  many  of  the  native 
Africans,  and  the  enlightened  and  judicious  measures  of  the 
governor,  may  have  unitedly  contributed  to  this.  But  to 
whatever  cause  it  is  to  be  ascribed,  it  is  alike  honourable  to 
the  white  man  and  beneficial  to  the  coloured,  and  it  will  be 
r^arded  by  the  best  friends  of  the  country  as  an  earnest  of 
the  time  when  equity,  and  good  faith,  and  right  feeling  shall 
characterise  the  intercourse  of  the  several  classes  with  each 
other,  and  constitute  them  one  united,  loyal,  and  prosperous 
community. 

Having  remained  at  Cape  Town  two  or  three  weeks  after  the 
termination  of  my  journey,  I  embarked  on  board  the  "  Pacific  " 
Bteam-<hip  from  Australia  on  the  14th  of  June ;  and,  after 
touching  at  St.  Helena,  St.  Vincent,  and  Madeira,  reached 
England  on  the  18th  of  July,  1855,  grateful  to  the  Almighty 
Disposer  of  all  things  for  the  health  and  the  merciful  pro- 
tection I  had  experienced  throughout  my  wanderings. 
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Overland  Ronto  to  Pointe  dc  Galle.  —  Detention  in  Ceylon.  —  Voyago  to 
MauritiDS.  —  Arrirol  in  Madagascar. —  Signs  of  increasing  Traffic  at  Tania- 
taTc.  —  First  Night  on  Shore.  —  General  Fondness  of  the  People  for  Music. 
—  Introd notion  of  the  Violin.  — Dinner  with  the  Governor. — Deaths  of 
former  Friends. — Applications  for  Medicine.  —  Prcscnis  from  the  Princes. — 
Visit  from  the  GoTemor  and  Suite.  —  AKtonishment  excited  by  the  Electric 
Telegraph  — The  Queen's  Preference  tWr  running  Mcuengcrs  rather  than 
the  Wires.  —  Native  Work  in  Iron.  —  Iron  Smelting.  —  Native  Smiths,  — 
Message  of  Condolence  from  the  Queen  to  a  bereaved  Family  nt  Tamutave. 
Mode  of  estimating  the  Worth  of  the  Deceased.  —  Homage  to  the  I>ead.  — ' 
Scenes  of  Ritrt  and  Drunkenness.  —  The  Governor's  Dinner  to  the  Officer* 
from  the  Capital. — 'Bearers  engaged  for  the  Journey. — The  Government 
Sempstresses. 

Befoue  leaving  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  in  1855,  I  had  re- 
ceived a  letter  from  the  Malagasy  government,  conveying  to 
Mr.  Cameron  and  myself  permission  to  proceed  to  the  capi- 
tal ;  and  before  the  close  of  the  year  a  second  letter  to  the 
same  effect  reached  me  in  London.  Mr.  Cameron,  then 
residing  at  the  Cape,  had  expressed  his  willingness  to  accom- 
pany me ;  and  as  the  permission,  forwarded  in  this  instance 
without  solicitation  on  our  part,  might  be  regarded  almost  as 
an  invitation,  I  did  not  feel  it  right  to  refuse  to  undertake 
another  visit  to  the  country. 

For  this  purpose,  I  embarked  in  one  of  the  Peninsula  and 
Oriental  Company's  steamers  at  Southampton,  on  the  20th  of 
March,  1856.  We  touched  at  Gibraltar  and  Malta,  lauded 
at  Alexandria,  and  pursued  tlie  now  often-traversed  over- 
land route  to  Suez.  Here  we  embarked  f^ain  on  hoard  the 
"  Nubia,"  sailed  down  the  Red  Sea  to  Aden,  and  then,  crossing 
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the  Indian  Ofean  tn  Coylon,  Ian(t4?il  at  Poinfce  de  Galle,  oh 
the  21gt  of  April,  thirty-two  days  from  J^outlmmptfln. 

A  severe  hurricane  had  disabled  the  vessel  sent  from 
Maicritiiis  for  the  maila  from  England  aod  India^  in  conse- 
qiR'iice  tA'  which  we  were  detained  nearly  five  weeks  in  Ceylon. 
This  afforded  uie  an  opportunity  of  observing,  to  a.  limited 
eittent,  the  varied  scenery  and  luxuriant  vegetation  of  that 
l>eautiful  ittlaud ;  of  vitsiting  fioTie  of  the  slirines  of  idolatry, 
and  the  scenes  o(  missioDary  labour;  aa  well  as  of  receiving 
the  liospitality  and  kindness  of  missionary  friends  in  this  part 
of  the  island.  Deeply  as  I  regretted  at  the  time  this  deten- 
tion at  Ceylon,  I  could  not  but  feel  grateful  when  I  afterwards 
lenmed  that  by  the  delay  thus  occasioned  I  had  avoided  the 
perils  of  the  sea,  »«  well  as  the  ravages  of  the  cholera,  which 
had  again  visited  Mauritiub,  almost  immediately  before  my 
arrival. 

On  the  24th  of  May  I  left  Colombo  on  board  the  "Star  of 
the  East,"  and  reached  Mauritius  on  the  ]7th  of  June,  Here 
I  experienced  a  repetition  of  the  genernus  hospitality  which 
had  been  shown  during  my  former  vifvits ;  and  though  dis- 
appointed at  finding  that  engagements  at  the  Cape  prevented 
Mr.  Cameron  from  joining  me,  I  prepared  without  delay  for 
depart  I  ngalnue  for  Madagascar,  The  assistance  of  friends  was 
cheeri'ully  afforded  in  the  needful  preparations  for  the  voyage, 
Mgssts,  I'EKtrange  and  Co,  generously  gave  me  a  paasage  in  the 
**  Castro,"  one  of  the  beat  vesseU  in  the  trade,  and  oc  the  9th 
of  July  I  etuharked  in  the  same  vessel  in  which  I  had  returned 
from  Madagascar  in  1854. 

Three  days  of  pleasant  sailing  brought  US  in  sight  of  the 
coast,  and  by  nooti  on  the  foUawiug  day  we  anchored  off 
Tamatave,  where  the  officers  of  the  port  and  other  natives, 
an  well  as  the  European  residents,  expressed  their  pleasure  at 
my  arrival. 

The  next  morningj  when  I  went  on  ^ore  to  inquire  after  a 
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jwi^luV,  I WM  met  at  the  cwstom  houae  hy  one  of  the  officers 
ofiSiB  port,  who  led  me  to  a  large  newly-built  house,  situated 
within  an  encloi^ure  in  the  centre  of  the  village ;  and,  having 
sliown  me  the  three  several  ruoniB,  the  floors  of  which  wt-re 
buordeil^  and  the  walls  covered  with  matting,  he  informed  me 
that  it  was  at  my  service  so  long  as  I  might  require  it  On 
my  asking  the  terms,  be  said  no  payment  was  required;  but, 
at  the  same  time,  intimated  that  he  wished  to  have  the  refusal 
of  an  officer's  cocked  hat,  which  he  understood  the  captain  of 
the  ship  hail  for  aale. 

Tn  walking  through  the  village  I  was  struck  with  the  change 
which  the  opening  of  the  trade  after  our  visit  in  1853  had 
produced.  The  native  population  appeared  to  have  been 
greatly  increased;  a  number  of  houHee  for  foreign  traders  had. 
been  bnilt,  and  others  were  in  course  of  erection ;  among 
them,  and  not  far  from  the  landing-place,  an  bot^l  or  board- 
ing-house, the  first  ever  erected  in  Madagascar.  Considerable 
quantities  of  rice  appeared  to  be  collected  for  exportation. 
Cargoes  of  horned  cattle  were  said  to  be  easily  obtained,  and 
upwards  of  4,000  head  of  cattle  had,  since  the  opening  of 
the  trade,  been  annually  exported  to  Mauritius  alone.  The 
trade  of  the  port  was  not  at  that  time  considered  to  be  active 
and  flourishing.  There  had  been  but  few  native  dealers  from 
the  capital,  and  rumoure  were  afloat  tunoug  the  people  of  an 
armed  expedition,  from  France  and  England  combined,  against 
Mod^ascar,  which  had  produced  an  effect  un&vourable  to  the 
commerce  of  the  idand. 

Aa  soon  as  my  packages  were  landed,  and  passed  through 
the  custom  houae,  I  took  up  my  residence  on  shore.  The 
6rst  night  in  my  new  habitation  contrasted  strangely  with  the 
golitnde  and  stillness  of  the  nights  I  had  pnssed  on  the  sea. 
Night  seemed  to  be  the  huliday  season  of  the  slaves  of  both 
sexes,  whose  voices^  with  those  of  other  classea  of  the  commu- 
nity, were  heard  io  every  direction,  mmgled  with  the  boating 
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nf  tomtoms,  or  native  druma,  and  a  rude  sort  of  singing,  with 
but  little  intermisaioD,  fruin  soon  after  sunset  until  midnight., 
especially  at  the  low  houses  at  which  natire  arrack  was  sold. 
Besides  tliis,  a  house  on  the  outside  of  the  fence  enclosing  that 
ia  which  I  resided  seemed  to  be  the  abode  of  a  company  of 
musicians,  who  with  drums,  tifee,  tamhouriiies,  clarionet^  and 
triangles,  or,  exchanging:  these  for  two  or  three  violin^ 
gathered  within  and  around  their  dwelling-  a  considerable 
crowd  throughout  the  ea.rly  part  of  the  night.  By  daybreak 
in  the  morning  the  drums  or  violins  of  my  neighbours  were 
also  in  irequent  requisition ;  and  few  were  the  hours  of  the 
day  excepting  thoRR  of  extreme  heat  during  which  their 
music  was  not  heard.  A  number  of  strangers  who  came 
to  my  house  on  the  following  day  earnestly  inquired  whether 
I  had  any  violins  for  sale,  and  this  instruraent  appeared  to 
have  become  quite  popular  among  certain  claesefi  of  the  people 
siace  my  visits  in  16^3  and  1854. 

On  the  second  day  after  my  arrival  I  accompanied  a  chief 
to  the  residence  of  one  of  the  officers  of  the  port.  On  en- 
tering his  house,  the  walls  and  Hoor  of  which  were  neatly 
covered  with  mats,  we  found  him  sitting  in  an  arm-chair^  his 
epear  and  round  wooden  shield  covered  with  bullock'^  hide 
hanging  on  the  wall  behind  him.  Two  or  three  chiefs  were 
standing  on  one  sideofhim,  and  his  wife,  and  her  sifter,  anda 
female  assistant  sitting  on  the  other  ;  and  on  the  opposite  side 
-of  the  room  half  a  dozen  Malagasy  musicians,  acme  in  native 
cost'Ume,  others  in  shirts  and  trowsers,flM  sittiugon  thefloor,one 
thrumming  the  native  valiha,  and  the  rest  scraping  the  violin 
with  great  earneHtuess,  beating  time  all  the  while  with  their 
Iieels  on  the  floor*  They  ceased  soon  after  we  had  entered  ;  but 
wlule  we  were  talking, an  officer  from  thegovemor approached, 
and  atj  soon  as  he  was  announced  the  natives  commenced  their 
mufiic,  which  they  continued  until  after  he  waa  seated ;  aiid 
when  he  rose  to  depart  they  began  again,  and  continued  as 


«M 


VISITS   TO    MAUAGASCAK. 


CIUF.  X, 


long  as  it  was  supposed  he  caiihi  hear.  Thifi,  I  was  iafortiied^ 
was  in  compliment  Ui  the  visitor. 

Mnjjy  uf  ray  former  friends  camo  to  visit  me  in  the  course 
of  the  day;  and,  among  other  indicatioue  of  welcome,  1 
reooived  n.  note  from  the  governor,  inviting  me  to  a  dinner  to 
be  given  on  the  saine  day  t^>  a  foreigner  about  to  proceed  to 
the  capital.  I  was  but  ill  prepared  to  appear  at  a  public 
dinner,  and  should  have  preferred  being  omitted  iu  the  number 
of  guests  at  this  festive  gathering;,  >mt  as  the  governor  Hehhmi 
invited  the  foreiguers  (it  the  port  to  meet  him,  and  I  might 
have  been  considered  wanting  in  reBpecfc  to  the  auihoritiea  of 
the  place  had  I  declined,  particularly  aa  the  invitation  came 
from  two  aources  and  was  intended  as  a  mark  uf  resjwct,  1 
gratefully  accepted  it  aa  such. 

The  two  officers  sent  to  conduct  me  to  the  place,  walked  on 
each  Bide  of  me,  one  having  a  spear  in  his  hand,  the  other  a 
naked  sword.  On  arriving  at  the  house  of  the  chief  judge, 
where  the  company  were  awaembled,  the  goremor  and  other 
chief  officers  gave  me  a  very  cordial  welcome.  Having 
placed  me  next  t.n  himself  at  dinner,  the  governor,  who  had 
been  long  a  pupil  of  the  misBionaries  and  speaks  English  to- 
lerably well,  conversed  in  the  most  friendly  manner  during 
the  evening,  and,  when  ho  propoaed  my  health,  wished  me  a 
pleasant  journey  t*  the  capitah  I  was  somewhat  snrprised  to 
find  my  friend  the  harlxjur-maater  in  the  company,  and  to  see 
him  whom  I  had  visiteii  and  left  ill  with  the  fever  in  bed  in 
the  morning  danning  with  a  Frenchman  iu  the  evening. 

It  would  have  hpen  *leemed  disrespectful  for  any  one  to  de- 
part before  the  health  of  the  <]ueen  liad  lieen  driuik  by  the 
company;  but  as  soon  as  this  had  been  done  I  took  my  leave 
of  the  governor  and  his  companinns.  imd  reached  my  residence 
alH>ut  nine  o'clock-  Here  I  found  many  of  my  former 
friends,  some  of  whom  ha<i  come  from  a  distance  ;  and  with 
them  I  remained  in  deeply  interesting  conversation  until  a 
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late  hour.  From  them  I  now  leametl  that  the  drcurastanoes 
of  my  friemlw  in  general  were  favourable ;  that  some  from 
the  interior,  whom  on  my  former  visit  I  had  left  proBtrftt& 
with  the  fever,  had  recovered;  while  four  other  valued  Chris- 
tian friends,  &ome  of  whom  had  glept  In  my  huuse  in  order 
to  he  with  me  during  the  last  night  I  bad  passed  on  the 
ahore^^  and  who  had  accompanied  me  to  the  canoe  that 
was  waiting  at  the  water's  edge  on  the  bright  beautiful 
moonlight  morning  in  which  I  bad  sailed  from  Madagascar 
in  1844,  had  been  out  oif  by  fever.  They  were  all  in  the 
prime  of  life ;  two  of  them  men  of  great  promise ;  —  one  a  re- 
markably inquiring,  intelligent,  and  amiable  young  man,  an 
aide-de-camp  of  the  prince,  and  about  twenty-four  years  of 
age;  the  other,  whom  I  used  to  call  "my  tall  Mend,"  the 
son-in-law  of  the  governor  of  an  adjacent  province,  a  sort,  of 
agent  of  the  prince,  and  to  me  a  most  attached  and  eonsifiteut 
€hri«tian  friend.  He  had  died  of  fever  iii  his  tbirty-third 
year,  leaving  a  widow  and  family  at  the  capital. 

On  the  morning  after  my  viait  to  the  governor  I  rose  soon 
after  daybreak,  but  almost  before  I  waa  dresaed  friends  came 
with  tokens  of  their  gowl-will, — amongst  them  a  chief  and  hia 
wife,  followed  by  a  little  slave  girl,  bringing,  along  with  other 
presents,  a  bottle  of  sweet  new  milk ;  and,  aa  they  learned 
that  this  waa  peculiarly  acceptable,  they  continued  to  send  it 
every  morning  so  long  as  I  remained  at  Tamatave. 

I  had  missed  from  the  govemor'B  table  an  offioerj  who 
during  my  former  visits  had  alwaya  been  present  on  such  oc- 
casions, and  whom  I  used  to  call  "  my  friend  in  the  green 
uniform,"  on  account  of  his  wearing  a  coat  of  green  velvet 
richly  embroidered  with  gold  lace,  and  a  gold  aiguiUette.  He 
had  been  one  of  Eadama's  officers,  and  waa  reported  to  have 
been  severe,  or  even  cruel,  in  war.  He  filled  an  office  of  some 
importance  nt  Tamatave,  Rpoke  French  with  comparative  ease, 
and  was  often  at  my  bouee.     Notwithstanding  the  report  of 
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his  severity  R3  a  soldier,  I  was  always  imprefiaed  with  the 
gentleness  of  liis  monDcrs  and  apparent  aniiableness  of  his 
dtspodtion,  as  well  n^  with  the  atreugth  of  bis  social  affectiongL 
He  had  paid  much  attention  to  the  education  of  his  childreu, 
t*  w'lion\  he  always,  appeared  strongly  attached.  Wheo  he 
applied  to  me  during  my  former  visit  to  take  his  likeness,  hi 
stipulated,  hefore  he  would  allow  me  to  take  a  portrait  of  him- 
Belf  aiugly,  that  I  should  inclmle  him  imd  his  children  in  the 
Bame  picture;  and  he  himself  arraTig43d  the  group  before  the 
camera,  causing  his  oldest  sun,  a  fine  youth  about  seveaiteeti 
yeaTB  of  a^,  to  atand  at  his  right  hand,  then  taking  a  younger 
child  on  each  knee,  and  causing  another  to  stanii  between 
them.  Nothing  but  the  illness  of  liis  wife  at  the  time  pre- 
vented her  being,  as  he  had  earnestly  desired,  included  in 
the  family  picture. 

He  was  in  health  and  vigour  when  I  left,  but  had  gone 
aubse<iuently  to  hia  own  land  in  the  interior,  and  had  there 
been  seized  with  the  small-pox.  As  soon  aa  this  was  known, 
he  had,  according  to  the  custom  of  the  country,  been  removed 
from  the  habitations  of  men  and  lodged  in  a  temporary 
dwelling,  where  he  soon  dieil.  Some  of  the  memberR  of  his 
family  afterwards  aoxioudy  inquired  if  I  had  any  copies  of 
hia  likeness,  especially  the  family  group,  I  bad  only  one, 
and  this  I  reserved  fur  his  eldest  son,  who  was  then  in  the 
interior;  but  I  told  them  I  thought  I  bad  the  negative  at 
home,  and  if  90  I  would  send  them  some  copitss  aHer  my 
return,  a  promite  which  I  hope  to  fulfil. 

On  the  17th,  four  days  after  my  arrival,  a  native  somewhat 
past  middle  age  came  to  my  house,  and,  addressing  me  in 
English,  said  he  was  guide  and  interpreter  for  travellers,  and 
had  been  sent  by  the  prince  to  conduct  Mr.  Cameron  and 
Tuyself  to  the  capital.  He  afterwards  told  me  that  when  a 
youth  he  bad  gone  to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  where  he  had 
eerved  a  number  of  years  in  the  Cape  corps,  and  heA  also  been 


cuAv.x.       PRESENTS  FROM  PRINCES  AT  THE  CAHTAL. 


S59 


a  servimt  to  Capt-ain  Unclerwood,  secretary  to  the  late  Lord 
Charles  Somerset,  the  governor;  hnt  that  many  yeara  ago  he 
had  returned  to  his  native  country,  and  had  since,  in  the  ca- 
pacity of  guide  and  interpreter)  nccouapanied  many  foreigner 
from  the  coast  to  the  capital.  He  said  the  present  waw  the 
best  season  for  mnking  the  journey,  and  that  I  need  not  be 
apprehensive  of  the  fever.  I  waa  sorry  to  find  afterwards 
that  hahits  of  drinking  rendered  ray  guide  icicapable  of  afford- 
ing UB  much  assistance. 

During  the  day  I  had  many  applicaliotis  for  medicine,  and 
for  books,  dictionaries,  spelliug-ViOoks,  &c.\  aad  in  the  after- 
noon four  or  five  chiefs,  each  arrayed  in  the  large  ivliite  lamba 
of  the  Hovas,  came  to  my  house.  They  were  attended  by  a 
number  of  dependentsj  some  of  whom  led  an  os,  while  otliers 
brought  turkeys  aad  other  poultry,  with  bags  of  rice,  and 
other  provisions,  whicli  they  aaid  they  had  been  directed  by 
their  euperiors  residing  at  the  capital  to  present  to  Mr. 
Cameron  and  myself  on  our  arrival,  but  that  as  I  alone  had 
come,  they  had  brought  them  for  my  acceptance.  Through 
the  medium  of  the  interpreter,  I  thanketl  them  for  their  kind- 
ness and  beggetl  them  to  convey  to  the  princes  at  the  capital 
my  grateful  acknowledgments,  One  of  the  chiefs  banded  me 
a  letter,  which,  on  reading  afterwards^  I  found  to  be  from  the 
prince  royal  and  his  cousin,  espressing  the  pleasure  with 
which  they  anticipated  our  arrival,  and  informing  ua  that  they 
had  directs  the  present  to  be  given  to  us  a^  an  espresslon  of 
their  regard. 

As  the  guide  intimated  that  the  ox  was  intended  as  provi- 
sion during  the  journey,  it  was,  at  his  recommendation,  killed 
the  same  evening,  and  salt  provided  for  curing  it ;  but  long 
before  our  departure  it  had  all  disappeared.  Towards  even- 
ing two  soldiers  were  stationed  at  my  house,  for  the  avowed 
purpose  of  preventing  any  of  my  packages  being  stolen,  and 
from  tbia  time  one  or  two  soldiers  were  always  in  the  house- 
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A  day  or  two  after  I  received  a  visit  froni;  the  govemor,  the 
chief  judge,  nnd  a  number  of  otbtr  officers^  The  governor 
wore  scarlet  embroidered  pantaloons,  a  green  coat,  &  laced 
bftt,  and  was  carried  in  a  palaiuiuin  preceded  by  a  band  of 
music,  anil  attended  by  a  guard  of  eighty  or  a  hundred  men 
bearing  miigket^i  or  spears.  He  anid  the  wet  weather  hail 
prevented  his  coming  earlier,  expressed  his  pleasure  at  my 
Rrrival,  a»ked  the  objects  of  my  vieit,  and  inquired  if  I  knew  of 
any  hostile  intentions  in  Eurojw  against  lladagascar.  I  in- 
formed Iiim  that  my  visit  woa,  as  I  bad  stated  in  my  letter 
sent  to  him  from  Mauritius,  a  visit  of  frieod^hip ;  that  I  waa 
the  bearer  of  letters  and  presenta  for  tlse  <]ueen,  and  of  a 
message  of  frieodHhip  from  the  Euglii^h  government,  who  had 
no  hostile  intentions  towards  Jladagancar.  He  expressed  his 
pleasure  at  learning  that  the  English  were  friendly  towards 
Modngascar,  and  delivered  to  me  a  letter  from  the  secretary 
of  the  government  at  the  capital,  authorising  me  to  proceed 
thither  on  my  proposed  visit  without  delay,  and  remain  there 
a  month.  He  said  he  was  anxious  to  afford  every  facility  for 
my  journey,  and  would  furnish  bearers  to  carry  my  packages 
aw  soon  as  I  should  be  ready. 

During  my  previous  visits  the  chiefs  had  made  a  niiTuber 
of  inquiries,  both  of  Mr.  Cameron  and  myself,  about  the  elec- 
tric telegraph,  the  reported  achievements  of  which,  they  said, 
were  to  them  utterly  incomprehensible.  I  already  possessed 
a  general  knowledge  of  the  theory  of  telegraphic  communica- 
tion, and  had  often  witnessed  the  working  of  the  insitruinent. 
After  1  had  received  the  laet  application  from  the  native 
government  to  repentmy  visit  to  Maflagascar,  it  appeared  to  me, 
on  reflection,  that  if  I  could  show  them  the  apparatus  and  some 
of  the  simplest  modes  of  operation  by  which  this  wonderful 
application,  of  modem  science  is  now  performing  bo  important 
a  part  in  human  progress,  it  would  grditify  the  more  intelligent 
amongst  them,  and  increase  the  attractions  of  knowledge ; 
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while  it  would  heighten  their  seiiae  of  the  amazing  resources 
of  civiKseil  nations,  nnd  the  many  advfuitages  to  be  derived 
from  upright  and  amicable  intercourse  with  them. 

With  this  object  in  view,  I  had  aaked  Mr.  Cook,  chairman 
of  the  iDtemational  Telegraph  Company,  with  whom  I  had 
&jmG  previous  acquaintance,  if  it  would  be  poHsible  to  acquire 
flufficient  skill  in  manipulation  during  the  two  or  three  montha 
I  might  remain  in  England  to  enable  me  to  exhibit  the  work- 
ing of  the  telegraph  to  the  Malagafsy.  He  kindly  introduced 
me  to  Mr.  Latimer  Clark,  the  engineer  of  the  company,  who 
very  readily  directed  me  to  the  most  ueeful  publications  on  the 
subject,  a.nd  gave  me  acceea  to  the  working  premises  of  the 
company,  where  I  was  shown  the  several  parta  of  the  ma- 
ehtnery  and  instructed  in  the  most  simple  methods  of  work- 
ing the  telegraph.  I  bad  also  obtained  from  the  company  the 
needful  batteries,  instrumenta,  and  two  miles  of  galvanised 
wire,  whieh  I  bad  taken  out  with  me.  When  these  were 
opened  at  the  custom  house  and  their  use  became  known,  it 
waa  some  time  before  any  other  buainess  could  be  attended  to, 
so  anxious  were  the  chiefs  present  to  look  at  them,  and  learn 
their  mode  of  operation. 

The  governor  and  bis  companions  hnd  heard  of  the  tele- 
graphic apparatus,  and  he  had  repeatedly  expressed  his  desire 
to  come  and  see  it.  He  now  asked  if  I  could  show  it  to  him, 
and  also  the  photographic  camera  ;  but  as  there  waa  a  perfect 
crowd  at  my  own  residence,  the  inatruments  were,  at  hia  sug- 
gestion, taken  to  the  house  of  M.  Provint,  a  friendly  mer- 
chant, whoae  kindness  and  hospitality  I  had  uniformly  shared. 
Here  the  governor  and  his  friendis  examined,  most  minutely 
and  attentively,  the  different  parts  of  the  apparatus,  particu- 
larly the  connecting  of  the  wires  with  the  batteries,  the  instru- 
ments and  the  mode  of  working  them,  and  seemed  to  be  at  a 
loss  to  express  his  astonishment  and  delight,  when  informed 
that  the  movements  of  the  needles  which  they  saw  produced 
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by  working  the  bandlcrt  of  the  inEtrument  signified,  according 
to  their  uumber  and  direction,  tlie  letters  of  the  alphabet,  and 
thub  6peH  tbe  wordu  of  the  message  that  wa3  fjent,  atid  aleo 
cuused  the  needles  at  tbe  other  extremity  of  the  wire  to  make 
the  same  deflectiana,  BigQifying  tbe  same  letters,  wherehy  the 
observer  there  could  read  the  message  aa  plainly  and  nearly  as 
quickly  as  a  written  coiuniunicattOD. 

They  seemed  to  comprehend  and  rejoice  in  the  perception 
of  the  simple  mode  of  repreaenting  letters  by  tuotions  of  the 
needlea;  but  what  the  power  was  which  travelled  eo  iuetacita- 
neouely  and  imperceptibly  along  the  wire,  moving  the  needlea 
so  accurately  at  the  diFtant  end,  they  could  neither  compre- 
hend nor  inia^ne.  I  could  only  tell  them  that  it  was  a  force 
or  power  very  widely  diffused,  and  performing  an  importoiit 
part  in  the  operationa  of  nature,  whicli  was  called  electricity  ; 
but  what  that  electricity  really  was  the  wiaest  menamongvt  na 
did  not  know,  though  they  were  able  by  means  of  its  power  to 
perform  things  truly  wonderful.  It  waa  not  the  blank  unques- 
tioning wonder  of  stolid  ignorance,  Hatisfied  that  the  facte 
were  Homething  beyond  immediate  oom prehension,  and  there- 
fore probably  supernatural,  which  they  manifested,  but  the 
surprise  and  intense  interest  of  thinkuig  men  who  eeemeii  to 
feel  that  they  had  actjuired  a  new  mental  treasure,  though 
they  yet  only  half  uuderHtood  tbe  wondera  before  them. 

Tbe  mystery  of  the  tele^iph  seemed  greatly  increased 
when  they  were  iJifurmed  that  the  fluid  would  ignite  gKia- 
powder,  and  that  a  cannon  could  be  fired  off  by  a  person  many 
miles  distant  by  means  of  a  wire  extending  from  the  galvanic 
battery  tu  the  powder  in  the  triuch-hole  of  the  gun. 

On  my  arrival  subsequently  at  the  capital,  I  heard  that  a 
Frenchman  residiTig  there  had,  a  short  time  before,  received  a 
net  of  telegraphic  apparatue,  and,  after  exhibiting  it  on  a  small 
&eaJe,  had  offered  to  establinh  telegraphic  communication 
between   Tamatave  and   the   capital,  and  then  present  the 
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whole  to  the  queen;  but  that  her  majesty  had  declined  the 
proffered  gift,  observitig  that  messages  by  relays  of  runners,  be- 
tween the  capital  and  the  coast,  were  quite  quick  enough  for 
her,  and  much  more  sure  than  the  proposed  telegraphic  wires 
would  be,  which  would  moat  likely  soon  get  out  of  order  and 
become  uselei^ 

The  whole  apparatus  of  the  electric  telegraph  had  been 
packed  in  one  large  case,  and  other  articles  had  been  brought 
in  the  same  way,  I  had  therefore  to  open  and  repack  them 
in  smaller  boxes  for  the  conveaience  of  transits  as  all  had  bo 
he  carried  on  men's  shoulders.  Happening  tij  mention  to  the 
aide-de-camp  of  the  prince  that  an  article  which  I  was  placing 
in  one  of  the  boxes  was  a  present  for  the  queen,  I  was  sur- 
prised a  day  or  two  afterwards  by  noticing  the  same  aide-de- 
camp  request  a  young  officer,  who  was  sitting  on  the  bos,  to 
change  his  seat  immediately,  assigning  as  a  r^.son  that  the 
box  contained  somethiog  belonging  to  the  sovereign.  He  was 
instantly  obeyed,  and  the  native  servant  who  attended  me  was 
charged  tO  inform  every  oue  who  might  come  to  the  house 
Qot  to  sit  on  that  box,  as  it  was  a  great  offenoe  to  sit 
upon,  or  even  to  dt  above,  anything  intended  for  the  sove- 
reign. 

When  the  alteration  in  my  boxes  waa  finished,  a  number  of 
natives  came  and  covered  all  the  packages  with  the  long  leaves 
of  a  species  of  pandanus,  which  they  tied  on  with  the  stalks 
of  a  tough  creeper,  abundant  in  the  forest.  All  articles  are 
conveyed  on  men's  shoulders  to  the  capital,  and  are  uniformly 
covered  with  these  leaves,  which  when  carefully  put  in  are  so 
impervious  to  rain,  that  not  only  piece  goods,  but  even  sugar 
and  salt,  are  carried  two  or  three  hundred  miles,  and  exposed 
to  frerjuent  rains  withoiit  injury. 

In  reducing  the  size  of  my  poekagesj  nails  and  iron  fasten- 
ings for  the  corners  were  required)  and  these  when  not  found 
in  the  market  were  furnifhed  by  the  native  smiths.     An  axe 
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for  cutting  fuel  and  some  large  knives  for  use  on  the  jniirney 
were  also  piirchawwl  in  tLe  market,  and  weje  not  only  creditft- 
Lle  to  tbe  native  workmen,  so  far  tis  appearance  and  fiiiiab  were 
concerned,  but  wore  remarkably  wi?ll.  Every  time  I  pasaed 
through  the  market,  I  had  noticed  the  numerous  articles  of 
ironware  exhibited,  and  the  reasonable  prices  at  which  they 
were  sold,  as  a  hopeful  sign  of  advancing  civilisation.  Besides 
weapons  of  war,  implements  of  huabaudry,  lamps  and  other 
articles  of  household  use,  tho  last  time  I  paeaed  throujjh  the 
market,  I  was  so  struck  with  their  fjoveral  kindd  of  tuolhi,  and 
handsaw  files,  that  I  made  a  smaU  purchase  for  the  sake  of 
encouraging  the  workmen. 

Iron  of  excellent  quality  abounds  in  the  central  provinces, 
Rrouud  the  capital,  where  it  ia  fomid  near  the  surface,  and  so 
rich  is  the  ore  in  one  of  the  uiountalns,  Anibohimiangavo,  that 
it  Ib  called  the  iron  mountain.  The  ore  is  so  abundant  at 
tlie  surface,  that  the  soil  baa  seldom  been  penetrated  more  than 
a  few  feet  iu  depth,  so  that  at  present  no  ide^  can  Ik*  formed 
of  the  riches  of  the  connti^  in  this  valuable  metal.  The  na- 
tives have  been  for  many  generations  accustomed  to  the  use  of 
iron.  Their  smelting  furnaces,  which  are  primitive  ami  rude, 
are  always  fixed  near  a  stream,  and  the  ore  when  gathered  in 
large  pieces  ia  broken  small,  and  the  earth  or  other  eotlraneous 
fftihstances  reruoved  l»y  frequent  washings.  The  side-s  of  the 
furnaces,  usually  sunk  two  or  three  feet  in  the  ground,  are 
made  of  Atones,  cohered  outside  with  clay,  a  small  quantity  of 
fuel  at  the  bottom  is  kindled,  and  the  furnace  filled  with  ore^ 
either  mixed  with  charcoal  or  in  alternate  layers,  and  then 
covered  at  the  top  with  a  thick  coating  of  day.  The  blast  is 
supplied  by  two  pairs  of  pistons,  w^orking  in  wooden  cylinders, 
generally  a  part,  of  a  small  tree  hollowed  out  From  the 
bottom  of  each  cylinder  a  tube  furuied  hy  a  bjimboo  or  an  old 
gun-barrel  is  inserted  into  a  hole  through  the  stones  round 
the  fitrnace.     After  the  contents  of  the  furnace  have  been 
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kept  some  time  at  a  white  heat  it  is  left  to  cool,  and  when 
openeJ  the  iron  is  found  in  pij^'^  or  himps  at  the  bottom.  la 
tbis  stftte,  as  well  an  when  heated  again,  aud  beaten  intfl  bars 
or  rods,  it  is  taken  to  the  government  stores,  or  to  the  market 
for  sale. 

The  early  proiluctionB  of  the  Malagasy  smiths  were  ne- 
cessarily rude,  but  since  the  instruction  given  to  a  large 
number  of  youths  by  the  thoroughly  qualified  English  smith 
sent  out  with  the  missionaries,  their  work  has  beeii  improved, 
and  is  creditable  to  their  inteltigeuce  and  skill,  especially  wlieu 
the  simple  apparatus  by  which  it  ih  generally  prwUiced  is  con- 
sidered. The  smiths  who  work  for  the  government  sometimes 
form  almost  entire  villages,  and  work  together  in  sheds,  but 
the  native  emitb  who  works  on  his  own  account  plies  his  craft 
at  the  southern  end  of  his  dwelling.  His  forge  is  a  very 
simple  affair.  The  earthen  floor  of  his  house  forms  the  hearth 
for  his  file,  which  is  kept  together  by  three  nr  four  stones. 
The  bellows  consist  of  two  wooden  cylinders  with  piatuns,  si- 
milar to  those  which  supply  the  blast  to  the  smelting  furnace. 
Tlie  anvil,  which  is  about  six  inches  square,  and  six  inches 
high,  is  let  in  to  a  thick  piece  of  wood  fixed  in  the  ground, 
with  the  water-trough,  tougs,  hammers,  and  other  tools  near  it. 
The  smith  squats  on  a  piece  of  plauk  or  board  on  the  floor, 
and  his  a^istants  sit  or  stand  opposite  to  him,  with  sledge- 
hammers, in  their  hajndsj  ready  to  strike  when  required ;  and 
by  this  simple  proceefl  the  articles  of  iron  in  general  use 
among  all  classes  of  the  people  are  produced. 

The  natives  understand  the  manufacture  of  candles  with 
the  fat  of  the  bullock  ;  aud  one  evening  during  the  time  that 
my  packages  were  being  prepared  the  prince's  representative 
came  with  a  number  of  men  bringing  about  one  hundred 
candles  of  a  good  size,  and  about  a  foot  in  length,  which  the 
people  had  prepared  for  my  use  during  the  journey.  I 
thanked  them  for  their  forethought,  and  I  afterwards  found 
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tlie  candles  very  naeful  at  the  places  where  we  Btopped  for 
the  night. 

A  few  weeks  hefore  ray  arrival  at  Tamatave  M.  Delafr- 
telle,  who  had  resided  many  years  on  the  mhuid  as  a  mercti^t 
and  planter,  had  died  from  taking  an  over-dose  of  chloroform, 
which  he  haii  been  in  the  liabit  of  using.  Towardg  the  close 
of  the  month  three  officers  of  the  palace  arrived  at  Tamatave 
to  expreae  the  Bovereign'B  eympathy  with  M.  Delaatelle'a 
family,  and  her  senae  of  his  worth,  for  he  had  been  associated 
with  the  queen  in  attempting  to  introduce  the  growth  of  the 
cane  and  the  manufacture  of  sugar,  which  had  recently  given 
place  to  the  distillation  of  arrack. 

On  Monday  the  2$th  of  July  I  waj3  present  at  the  public 
meeting  of  the  parties  whicb  took  place  in  tlie  large  room  of 
the  houHe  of  the  chief  judge.  The  widow  and  relatives  of 
the  deceased,  arrayed  in  plain  and  common  attire,  indicating- 
that  it  was  the  season  of  mourning,  sat  together.  The  officers 
of  the  place  were  in  native  coetume.  The  chief  officer  wore 
a  lai^  silk  lamba  of  Bplemlid  pattern.  The  second  officer 
had  on  a  long  robe  of  a  bright  orange  colour,  over  which  was 
a  red  scarf.  Tlie  officers  from  the  capitjil  were  in  nniforms 
of  blue  cloth,  with  gold  epaulettes  and  profusion  of  lace. 
There  was  much  speaking  on  both  sidea,  but  Bahuiigoro,  the 
old  hereditary  chief  of  Tamatave,  was  by  far  the  most  effec- 
tive orator.  I  was  struck  with  the  novel  mode  and  apparexitiy 
graf^luated  scale  by  which  the  est3matc?d  worth  of  the  departed 
was  specified  in  the  speech  of  the  chief  of  the  embassy  from 
the  capital,  who  exclaimed  in  the  course  of  his  address^  a  aort  of 
enlogium  upon  the  departed,  that  "  the  sovereign  would  have 
given  2000  dollars  —  yea,  3000  dollars,— yea,  5000  dollars, 
rather  than  that  he  should  have  died ;"  and  I  was  told  after- 
wards tliat  this  WM  u  customary  mode  of  expressing  their 
flense  of  the  losa  occasioned  by  the  death  of  public  persona, 
and  that  sometimes  the  worth  of  the  deceased  was  estimated 
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ftta  much  higher  flgiire.  It  wa»  also  stated,  on  this  nccssUm, 
that  as  a  niflrk  of  respect  towards  the  deceased  a  apecified 
number  of  cannons  and  of  muskets  would  he  fired;  altio  that 
barrels  of  aiTftck  would  he  given  to  the  people,  and  a  number 
of  oseu  distributed  for  alauyhter. 

During  the  forenoo]i  of  the  following  day  a  number  of 
officera  in  their  palanquins  preceded  hy  their  band,  which 
graieraJly  consisted  of  a  couple  of  drums,  with  clarionets,  fifes, 
and  flutes,  and  attended  by  &  guard  of  honour  of  sixty  or  a 
hundred  men,  passed  by  my  residence  on  their  way  to  the 
large  open  space  near  the  premises  of  the  late  M.  Delaatelle. 
Two  small  canuona  tied  to  poleB,  and  horae  on  men's  shoulders, 
were  also  carried  along,  followed  by  crowds  of  people,  all  pro- 
Deeding  to  the  same  place. 

About  one  oVlock  the  firing  of  cannon  and  musketry  com- 
menced. The  tiring,  laingled  with  the  din  of  the  music  and 
the  shoutiaga  of  the  multitude,  w^ae  continued  with  occasional 
intervals  dnring  the  afternoon ;  and  towards  evening,  when 
the  firing  ceased,  five  or  six  poor  frightened  oxen  were  driven 
past  my  house  towards  the  plain  at  tbe  north  end  of  the 
village,  where  they  were  to  be  killed  and  distributed  auiongat 
the  parties  hy  whom  they  had  been  driven  to  the  place. 
From  ten  to  twenty  intoxicated  men  surrounding  one  of  the 
terrified  animals,  some  hold  of  bis  horns,  others  of  hia  tail,  oc- 
ca«ioiially  onejvimpingon  hia  ba^k,  and  singing  at  the  highest 
pitch  uf  their  voices,  would  piiU  or  drive  thejxjor  Lrnte  along 
to  the  apparent  delight  of  their  own  companions,  hnt  to  the 
evident  dismay  and  terror  of  the  more  Bober  and  quiet  part 
of  the  community. 

Ah  I  went  in  the  evening  to  the  ihouBe  of  the  hoKpittiUle 
friend  at  whoRe  table  I  always  found  a  place,  the  road  was 
Hter&lly  throngf^d  with  the  excited  and  intoxicated  multitude. 
Some  were  carrying  vessels  containing  intoxieuting  drink^ 
others  portions  of  the  slaughtered  animals,  and  more  than 
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oaoe  a  Boldier  might  he  neen  amongst  the  crowd  with  a.  large 
piece  of  fleali  raw  and  Moody,  dangling  from  the  end  of  the 
spear  across  hia  slioulder.  A  perfect  satiimalia  reigned 
throughout  the  Tillage  till  post  midnight^  and  the  rude  bar- 
barian music  of  the  toratonia  scarcely  ceased  before  daylights 
Similar  proceedings  touk  place  on  the  following  day^  although 
the  offloera  from  the  fnrt  were  not  present,  and  few  of  the 
Hovas,  or  more  respectable  portion  of  the  community,  ap- 
peared to  participate  in  the  prevailing  druukenTie8&  and 
tumult,  which  seemed  to  he  confined  in  a  great  measure  to 
the  BetsimaKtroka  or  natives  nf  the  coast,  and  the  slaves. 

On  the  evening  of  the  nest  clay  I  was  invited  to  a  public 
dinner  given  by  the  governor  to  the  officers  from  the 
capital  About  a  dozen  foreign  residents —  Italians,  GerDians, 
and  French,  but  chiefly  the  latter,  including  the  captains  of 
two  French  veBsels  which  had  arrived  on  the  preceding  day — 
were  present.  The  provision  was  abundant,  consisting  of 
Boiip,  beef,  roast  pig,  pfniltry,  game,  and  pastryj,  all  well 
prepared.  The  officers  from  the  capital  appeared  ^enaiblti 
antl  well-behaved  rnen>  and,  as  I  sat  next  to  them  at  dinner^ 
I  ha*l  occasional  opportunities  of  answering  their  infjuiries 
about  England,  as  well  b&  of  hearing  the  news  from  the 
capital.  After  the  dinner,  several  of  the  foreign  residents 
expressed  their  sense  of  the  merits  and  services  of  the  late  31. 
Delastelle,  and,  as  one  of  them  frequently  mentioned  the 
name  of  the  queen,  the  governor  politely  requested  that 
whatever  reference  they  might  make  to  M.  Delufitelle,  they 
would  avoid  mentioning  the  name  of  the  sovereign ;  and,  as 
the  officers  from  the  palace  intimated  their  approval  of  the 
governor's  requeet,  I  inferred  that  it  was  not  considered  re- 
spectfid  to  the  sovereign  that  her  name  should  be  thus  in- 
trocluced  in  the  course  of  an  after-ilinner  speech. 

On  every  occasion  that  I  bad  met  him  at  dinner,  the 
governor  had  observed  that  I  did  not  drink  wine,  and  on  my 
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remarking  to  him  that  it  was  from  no  want  of  respect  to  my 
host,  or  to  the  partiea  whose  liealth  was  proposed,  he  said  he 
understood  it  was  on  account  of  religious  scruples,  and  that 
he  had  l>een  told  that  the  Christian  law  probihited  the  use  of 
wine.  I  waa  glad  of  the  opportunity  thns  affurded  of  correcU 
ing  his  mistalce,  and  t-old  him  the  Bible  did  not  prohibit  the 
drinking  of  wine,  but  condemned  druEkennesa,  which  was  a 
grfat  sin  and  a  great  calamity;  that  although  I  never  had 
any  inclination  to  CKces^  I  had  for  many  years  dLscoatimied 
the  iiae  of  wine  aa  au  ordinary  bev^erage,  and  that  with 
apparent  advantage  to  my  health.  I  added,  that  numbers  of 
people  in  my  own  country  adopted  the  same  course,  and  that 
the  drinking  of  wine  and  all  sorts  of  tqjirituous  liquors  was^ 
of  late  years,  very  much  diminished  among  the  respectable 
classes  of  society, 

I  could  not  help  noticing  on  this,  as  well  as  on  a  former 
occasion,  the  apparent  ardour  of  loyalty  with  which  the 
he^tb  of  the  prince  was  received  and  dnmk  -by  the  company 
standing,  iraraetliately  before  that  of  the  queen,  which, 
according  to  Malagasy  etiquette,  is  always  the  last  toast  pro- 
posed, and  is  the  signal  for  the  departure  of  the  governor  and 
the  chief  oflScers,  Vilien  this  is  proposed  the  company  all 
rise,  the  band  in  the  courtyard  plays  what  may  be  called  the 
Malagasy  national  anthem,  and,  when  the  glasses  are  emptied, 
all  exclaim,  '*  Long  live  the  queen ! "  or  "  May  the  sovereign 
live  for  ever  1 "  About  nine  o'clock  the  governor  and  the 
ofBcers  retired,  and  I  proceeded  to  my  own  house,  where  I 
found  a  number  of  friends  osEembLed,  and  had  the  satiafaction 
of  receiving  pheasant  tidings  from  the  capital. 

The  feasting  and  diasipation  connected  mth  the  obsequies 
of  the  late  M.  Delastelle  having  terminated,  the  preparations 
for  my  journey  were  soon  completed.  The  son  of  the 
governor  of  the  adjacent  province  to  the  northward,  and  one 
or  two  other  friendly  chiefs,  had  arrived  at  Tamatave  for  the 


S7« 


VISITS  TO   MADAQASCAB. 


purpoBe  of  proceeding  in  conipany  with  me  to  the  Cflptlal.  si 
tbat  my  party  eeemed  likely  to  be  mucli  larger  than  I  had 
expected. 

The  only  roadfi  in  Madagascar  are  those  made  hy  naked 
native  feet  and  bidlocka''  hoofa.  No  wheel  oarriiigei  or  pack 
oxen  are  uaed  by  the  nativej^  and  as  no  lakea  or  rivers  admit 
of  water  carriage,  except  to  a  limited  extent,  all  goods  are 
conveyed  from  one  part  of  the  country  to  another  on  men^s 
shoulders.  Tlie  governor  had  informed  me  it  waa  the  qneen'fl 
order  that  all  my  packages  should  be  carried  to  the  capital 
by  lier  people,  and  a  hnndred  men,  a  nivich  larger  inimber 
tiuua  I  at  that  time  thought  needful^  were  appointwl  to  this 
Bervice.  At  my  owm  request^  however,  I  engag^ed  a  dozen 
bearers  to  carry  roy  palanquin,  cooking  apparatus,  &<:.,  to 
whom  I  promised  payment  in  money,  as  well  as  provisions  by 
the  way*  One  or  two  of  them  afterwards  manifesting  some 
misgivings  as  to  whether  they  might  not  be  included  in  the 
government  arrangement,  and  thereby  lose  the  promised 
payment)  they  came  to  me  to  inquire,  accompanied  by  the 
interpreter,  whom  I  heard  telling  them,  "English  always  pay 
what  they  say.  This  is  an  Englishman,  he  sure  to  pay  ;  ^  and 
on  ray  repeating  to  them  the  promise  that  whatever  any 
other  person  might  give  them,  I  would  cortftinly  pay  eat^h 
man  the  stipulated  sum  at  the  end  of  the  journey,  they 
appeareii  delighted  at  the  prospect  of  seeing  the  capital,  and 
obtAiniiig  90  much  money* 

By  daybreak,  on  the  last  day  I  was  to  spend  atTamatave, 
6t:veral  Betsimaaaraka  chiefs  came  to  apportion  the  packages 
amongst  the  bearers.  When  the  packages  were  sufficiently 
emaU  and  light,  two  were  given  to  one  man,  who  tiei  them 
to  the  ends  of  a  thick  bamboo  cane,  to  be  carried  across  his 
shoulder.  The  larger  boxes  were  fastened  to  poles,  and 
carried  between  two,  or  even  four  beareris.  In  iBcrambJing, 
and  almost  fighting,  for  the  amalleHt  packages,  some  of  the 
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men  liad  seized,  anfi  cast  on  the  ground*  a.  sraaJl  box  con- 
taining a  stone  bottle  of  sulphuric  acidj  wliicb,  when  X  saw 
them,  they  had  tied  horizoutally  to  a  short  pole.  The  fluid 
was  oozing  from  the  box,  which  was  already  burnt  black;,  and 
the  hands  of  the  men  were  affecteil  in  a  manner  they  could 
not  account  for.  On  opening  the  box,  1  found  that  the  stone 
stopper  of  the  bottle  had  been  broken.  I  ehowed  them  the 
bottle,  and  told  them  it  contained  strong  water  belonging  to 
the  machine  for  Bending  raeesayes  to  a  distance,  and  that  they 
muat  he  careful  and  not  throw  it  down  violently  on  the  rocks, 
or  turn  it  bottom  upwards^  lest  it  should  run  out.  The  menj 
who  had  biarned  their  fingers,  seemed  rather  unwiUing  to  have 
anythiug  more  to  do  with  the  bos ;  but  on  my  screwing-  in 
the  stopper,  covering  it  over  with  melted  sealing-wax,  and 
then  putting  n  mark  upon  the  top  of  the  box,  that  they  might 
know  the  aide  which  was  to  be  always  uppermoat^  they  again 
took  charge  of  it,^  and  no  further  trouble  occurred. 

All  skilled  labour  in  Madagascar,  especially  that  which  hag 
been  introduced  by  foreigners  under  the  sanction  and  patron- 
age of  the  sovereign,  is  suppoiSed  to  belong  to  the  govern- 
ment ;  and  although  the  parties  are  allowed  to  exercise  their 
skill  for  their  own  benefit,  they  are  required  to  hold  them- 
selves in  readiness  to  undertake  any  work  the  government 
may  demand.  An  unexpected  and  somewhat  amusing  illus- 
tration of  thia  kind  of  government  service  occurred  in  the 
preparation  of  my  outfit.  The  governor  had  Bent  for  my 
aervice  the  day  before  I  was  to  set  out  a  light  and  convenient 
palanquin.  The  government  smith  had  repaired  the  iron 
work,  but  it  had  no  cover  to  keep  out  sim  or  rain,  and  I  was 
a  little  amused  when,  soon  after  daylight  the  next  morning, 
two  middle-aged  feraalee,  apparently  superintendents  of  the 
rest,  followed  by  three-and -twenty  young  women,  came  with 
sewing  apparatus,  to  fit  the  covering  on  my  palanquin. 

While  the  young  women,   under  the  direction  of  their 
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superiors,  and  apparently  much  to  their  own  amusement  and 
that  of  the  men  engaged  in  the  courtyai^  about  the  packages, 
were  cutting  the  cloth  and  arranging  the  palanquin,  a  friendly 
chief  of  the  village,  who  came  to  take  leave  of  me,  noticing 
my  palanquin,  said  it  was  too  small  for  so  long  a  journey, 
and  offered  a  more  commodious  one  of  his  own,  which  he 
immediately  had  brought  to  the  place.  When  this  arrived, 
my  fellow-travellers  all  pronounced  it  much  more  convenient 
than  the  one  previously  provided.  I  thankfully  accepted  it ; 
and  the  needlewomen,  when  they  found  that  the  govemor*s 
palanquin  was  not  likely  to  be  used,  discontinued  their 
stitching,  and  returned  to  their  dwellings. 
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Depattare  from  Tikmntavc— Slutighter  of  an  Ox,  and  subBequeTit  Hejoicing, — 
Arrival  of  Sodra. —  NumlKr  of  onr  Parlj.  —  KatiTG  OfliccTS.  —  DwieUiu^^ii 
ofiEio  People, — tNativi;  Hosj:hitJiliij+ .^Purest  Exploralign,  anii  nuiv  Pliiats 
antl  Ftuwers.  —  BcButtful  Lnk^  Scpnerj', — Tlio  Bird  ^tcWvoiI  byCatllc  ^ 
Aapect  of  AnitevoranilrUf  anil  Occupaliaiis  of  the  Puoj'le.  —  Voyage  on  tho 
Iharokfl. —  Tlio  Ro^a  Palm,- — Slngniflceiit  Astrapicn  Trees.  —  ISpeechcA 
en  oftermg  Presents,  =—  Inttrviow  with  aa  Officer  froin  itie  CapitaL  —  Ret-ail 
of  Spirituous  Lir)[iiDr8.  — -  Aspect  of  tlie  distant  Cauatry.  —  Ajipreh^nsioiia 
from  Crocodiks.  —  Size,  Unbitii,  ntid  FerocUy  of  Crocodiles.  —  CrocodiJcd' 
Eggs  co]l4:etC(]  for  Food  or  Snle  in  the  Marki-t;;, —  Pi:ritti  and  Privations  of  a 

Piuty  of  CIiriMian  Fugitives Tho  Hot  Sprijigs  at  RanomafMna.  — Native 

Music, — CtHirinuanco  of  Ut\.ia>  —  Ffijsical  Alipiairmico  of  the  People,  and 
Miidtds  of  drcsBiiig  their  lloir, — Appearanpc  of  ill c;  Hocks,  —  The  Triivciler's 
Tree,  its  magnificat]!  Form  nnd  -raricj  Vses. —  McuU  on  the  Joarae/.— 
Exceedingly  difScuU  Hotids.  ^  Obje^w  ofEeference  or  Worsliip,, 


Eaalt  in  the  morning  of  the  6th  of  Au^ruat,  1856»  the  bearers 
came  and  removed  my  packages  into  the  court-yard  of  my 
bouse.  The  two  soldiers  who  had  slept  beneath  my  roof  with 
their  muakets  at  their  heads,  rolled  up  their  mats  and  gave 
them  to  a  boy  who  was  to  carry  them*  A  stout  Betsimaaaraka 
chief,  named  Beoli,  belonging  to  the  dietrict,  but  who  firom 
having  been  some  yeara  on  board  an  Engliish  frigate  for  the 
purpose  of  learning  the  duties  of  a  sailor  spoke  broken 
Engli.sh,  ao  as  to  be  generally  underatood,  and  hail  been  ap- 
pointed by  the  ovithoritiee  captain  of  the  maromlteaj  or 
bearerg,  came  with  a  gun,  and.  a  powder  horn  slung  over 
his  shoulder,  to  superintend  the  departure  of  the  men  with. 
their  burdens.  I  haA  hesitated  about  taking  the  packages, 
but  the  governor  recommeuded  all  should  be  taken  on  to 
the  capital,  instead  of  being  left  to  be  sent  for  afterwards,  if 
needed. 
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^lien  the  bearers  had  taken  charge  of  their  packagee, 
Beolt  took  tne  to  the  chiefs  of  each  small  party,  which  coa- 
BiHted  t>f  about  ten  men,  and  retjueeted  me  to  write  down  the 
SAmee  of  these  chiefs,  who,  be  said,  would  he  reBpousible 
for  the  Siafoty  of  the  packages  carried  by  the  men  of  their 
party.  At  eight  o'clock  the  first  company  of  about  forty  men 
left  the  yard ;  and  about  three  hours  afterwards,  u  seoou^-i: 
party  set  out  \*-ith  the  remainder  of  the  packages.  The 
governor  sent  to  wish  nie  a  safe  and  pleaeaut  journey,  and  to 
inform  me  that  he  had  gent  three  soldiers  with  an  ox  to 
Hivondro,  where  I  expected  to  halt  for  the  night,  and  where 
the  tix  might  be  killed  as  provision  for  the  commencement  of 
the  journey.  The  second  in  command  also  sent  to  any,  that 
he  had  given  ordera  for  a  bullock  to  be  presented  to  nie  at 
two  different  stages  on  the  route.  A  number  of  the  chiefa,  and 
some  of  the  forei^  residents  alao,  came  to  take  leave ;  and  one 
young  chief,  who  \\w\  shown  me  many  attentions,  and  ren- 
dered me  much  assistancej  when  he  had  takeu  leave,  and  1 
asked  him  if  there  was  anything  I  coiild  give  him  ae  a  token 
of  my  aensc  of  his  kindness,  said  he  had  nothing  to  ask  of  Jiie 
unlesH  it  wob  a  little  book  whid]  he  hatl  seen  belonging  to 
my  servant  on  a  former  vii^it. 

Soon  after  one  o'clock  I  shook  haoda  with  my  friends, 
entered  my  palanquin,  and  set  out  on  my  journey  to  Antana- 
narivo. The  people  of  the  village  offered  tlicir  salutations 
and  good  wishes  as  we  paseeil  along  towards  the  plain  to  Wie 
north-east  of  Tamat-ave.  My  piJaiiquin  was  very  much  like 
a  sailnr*8  cot  fixed  to  a  strong  wooden  frame,  and  fumiBhed 
with  poles  projecting  four  or  6ve  feet  at  each  end,  like  the 
poles  of  a  sedan  chair.  About  a  foot  above  the  upper  edgea 
of  the  cot,  a  sort  of  roof  or  covering  was  formed  of  fine  roHa 
cloth,  and  citrtains  of  the  same  material  were  fixed  aSotig  the 
sides.  These  were  turned  over  the  top  in  fine  weather,  but 
could  be  let  down  so  aa  effectunlly  to  exclude  the  rain.  Four 
bearers  carried  the  palanquin,  a  relay  of  four  more  walked  by 
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the  side,  and  four  others  canied  my  cooking  apparatus  anJ 
peryonal  luggage.  Our  roatl,  for  a  considerable  diatance,  led 
over  a  eandy  plain,  presenting  occasionally  long  lines  of  sand- 
banks running  parallel  with  the  ocean,  and  having  at  difFerent 
periodB  formeil  ita  boundary.  The  country  aft^erwarda  became 
more  woody,  and  we  often  passed  treea  of  large  size  and 
vigoroua  groiyth*  About  half-past  three  we  reached  Anzolo- 
kafa,  a  straggling  village  on  the  banks  of  the  Hivoudro,  nine 
milea  distant  from  Tamatave,  and  where  we  were  to  halt  for 
the  night. 

My  bearera  hung  up  my  palanq^uin,  by  means  of  cords,  to 
the  rafterfi  of  the  house  in  which  we  were  to  sleep,  so  that  it 
answered  the  double  purpose  of  a  p^jriage  by  day  and  a  bed 
by  nighU  By  this  plan  I  was  also  effectually  removed  from 
the  dirt  of  the  floor  and  the  swann&  of  its  inhabitants,  w^hich 
are  celebrated  for  the  numbers  in  which  they  come  forth  by 
night.  I  walked  to  an  elevated  part  of  the  vilhige,  which 
comraanded  an  extenBive  view  of  the  coast  and  the  wide 
rolling  ocean,  from  Itfl  juoctinn  with  the  lake  on  one  side,  and 
the  placid  water  of  the  broj^l  Hlvondro,  and  the  fertile  and 
l^el  country  on  the  other;  and  1  was  greatly  delighted  with 
the  scene. 

In  lesa  than  an  hour  the  whole  party  had  arrived,  and 
amonget  them  the  aide-de-camp  of  the  prince  with  letters 
from  the  capital.  The  packages  were  deposited  in  the  lapa,  a 
sort  of  public  or  government  house,  erected  for  the  use  of 
travellern,  and  of  which  there  is  one,  if  not  more,  in  every 
village  of  any  consequence.  The  nest  thing  they  did  wati  to 
kill  the  buUockj  which  they  managed  very  adroitly^  by  thrown 
ing  the  animal  on  its  aide,  tying  its  legs,  and  then  cutting  its 
throat  with  a  large  knife.  It  was  Boon  cat  up,  without  stop- 
ping to  take  off  the  skin  ;  and  amidst  shouting,  and  dancing, 
and  other  demonstrations  of  joy,  the  meat  was  distributefl 
amongst  the  parties  around,  whose  numbers  were  greatly  in- 
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creased  by  the  wives  and  relationBof  the  soldieffij  bearerBj  and 
others  who  accompanied  our  party  from  Tamatave.  A  leg 
and  part  of  thy  rump,  and  the  tongue,  were  appropriated  to 
myaclf  and  my  immediate  attendants.  A  steak  of  this,  a  fish 
from  the  adjacent  lake,  with  rice  and  vegetable^  and  a  cup 
of  tea,  supplied!  rae  with  an  acceptable  sufj|>er. 

After  dusk,  and  during  the  greater  part  of  the  evening,  the 
choppiDg  of  fitel,  and  blazing  of  fires,  each  surrounded  by  per- 
haps half-a-dozen  cooks,  some  boiling  rice,  others  broiliog'i 
baking,  or  roasting  their  meat  in  one  dire-ction,  the  laughter 
and  mirtU  of  those  who  were  Bitting  on  the  ground  at  their 
evening  meal  as  eeen  in  other  directions,  preieuted  an  aspect 
of  social  life  that  can  be  but  rarely  witnessed  ;  and  it  attracted 
my  attention  the  more  forcibly  from  this  being  the  firet  time 
I  had  found  myself  surrounded  by  so  numerous  a  company 
under  similar  circumstjuices. 

We  were  stii-ring  by  daylight  the  next  morning.  The  men 
went  forward  with  the  packages ;  my  attendant  prepared  a 
cup  of  tea,  which  I  took  with  a  biscuit  before  leaving  my 
lodgings*  One  of  my  bearers  wae  missing,  but  Soilra,  a  fine 
strong  tall  youug  man,  who  had,  in  a  manner  somewhat  re- 
markable, voluntarily  attached  himself  to  me  ever  Bince  my 
arrival,  bad  followed  me  from  Tamatave,  and  now  readily 
completed  their  number.  After  arranging  with  the  aide-de- 
camp of  the  prince  about  the  forwarding  of  lettiTS,  I  took 
leave  of  the  friends  who  intended  to  return  to  Tamatave* 
About  eight  o'clock  we  embarked  in  canoes  upon  the  Hivon- 
dro,  a  broari  river,  said  to  be  greatly  infested  with  crocodiles. 
After  proceeding  by  water  two  or  three  miles,  we  landed,  and 
travelled  about  ten  miles,  reaching  the  small  village  of  Am- 
lialatambaca  at  eleven  oVlock. 

The  rain  had  fallen  heavily  during  great  part  of  the  way, 
hut  the  rofia  cloth  forming  the  cover  of  my  palanquin,  thick- 
ening with  tho  wet,  had  kept  the  inside  perfectly  dry.  On 
the  way  I  saw  some  E^plendid  angr£ecuma.      The  finest  plant* 
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were  growing  near  tlie  roots  of  leiifiesa  buahes,  aud  liaving 
their  owni  roots  auriounded  with  long  greeu  grass.  The 
bushes  themselves  were  grawicg  ia  loose  sand.  The 
veiy  healthy  atat«  of  theao  plants  led  me  io  think,  that  a 
moderate  amount  of  ghade  and  moisture  suitH  them  better 
than  the  dry  exposed  branches,  or  trunks  of  dead  trees,  on 
which  I  have  often  seea  them  growing*  My  attention  was 
also  arrested  by  a  uew  species  of  pandanus,  with  dwarf  stalks 
and  broad  pointed  leaves.  Amongst  thie  varieties  of  indigo, 
a  plant  wit}i  a  pink  or  red  flower  was  unuHually  attractive; 
while  a  little  modest  blue  tradescantia,  somewhat  resembling 
the  wild  forget-me-not,  enlivened  the  borders  of  the  path. 
But  the  greatest  rarity  was  a  kind  of  large-growing  heath, 
with  pink  or  lilac-coloured  flowers.  In  Bome  places  I  also 
flaw  large  masses  of  creeping  fems  entirely  encircling  the 
trees.  The  greater  part  of  the  road,  however,  liad  been  over 
sandy  plains,  traversed  by  ridges  or  high  l«uiks  of  sand, 
which  had  at  one  time  been  the  boundary  of  the  sea.  We 
also  passed  through  regions  of  dead,  blanched,  barkless, 
forest  trees,  still  standing;  the  only  signa  of  life  amongat 
them  being  a  few  orchids  or  feroa  growing  in  the  forks  of 
their  tnmks  and  branches.  Sometimes  we  passed  through  a 
tract  of  thick  verdant  fore^it  of  large  timber ;  but  in  general 
there  were  ponds  or  stagnant  marshes,  on  both  sides  of  the 
path,  sometimes  overgrown  with  long  grass  or.  rushes,  and 
just  the  region  for  fever.  Along  the  borders  of  the  running 
Btream,  I  saw  numbers  of  the  tropitail  lettuce,  pistia  straiioteSf 
growing  very  freely. 

Heavy  rain  detained  us  imtil  the  afternoon^  when  we 
reaum^ed  our  journey,  and  after  travelling  again  ovct  the  same 
sort  of  marshy  country,  we  reached  Tranmnm-o — literally, 
Many  houses —  some  time  before  dusk,  and  halted  for  the 
night  at  a  houBe  on  the  border  of  an  extensive  lake. 

Finding  the  captain  of  the  bearers  and  the  interpreter  hoth 
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addicted  to  drinking,  and  that  what  sliould  have  fumifllied 
pro-risions  for  the  men,  had  benu  spent  in  arrack,  I  requested 
Izaro,  a  friendly  chief  of  our  party,  and  one  Tvhom  I  thought 
I  could  tnistj  t-o  undertake  the  purchasing  of  food  for  the 
bearerij  during  thu?  journey.  This,  necessitated  the  numbering 
of  our  company,  that  he  might  know  for  how  many  he  had  to 
provide  rice  twice  a  day.  I  was  a  little  startled  when  he 
brought  me  the  liat,  amounting  to  upwards  of  109;  but 
being  fully  persuaded  that  an  empty  ntomach  would  not  moke 
a.  man's  burden  lighter,  or  in  any  way  help  him  over  the  road, 
I  furnished  Izaro  with  money,  earnestly  requeEting  him  to 
see  that  al(  the  bc-arers  of  my  packages  were  regularly  sup- 
plied with  food.  There  were  two  vessels  loading  with  ric©  nt 
Tamatavc  when  we  left ;  and  the  de^tnand  for  that  article 
being  just  now  somewhat  nuusnal,  it  woa  not  at  every  village 
la  this  neighbourhood  that  rice  could  he  ohtained.  Mauioc 
of  excellent  quality,  however,  was  abundant,  imd  with  this 
the  people  were  equally  well  satisfied. 

Again  the  rain  fell  heavily  throughout  the  night ;  but,  oa 
the  weather  cleared  eoon  after  daybreak,  the  maroraitea  set 
off  with  their  packages.  Before  we  started,  Ramananasoa,  a 
Hora  officer,  arrived  from  Tamatave,  having  been  gent  by  tlie 
governor  to  see  that  every  needful  aRsiatance  was  rendered  u§ 
OB  the  road, 

before  resuming  the  account  of  iny  journey  to  the  capital, 
it  may  be  well  to  offer  a  few  wordit  in  esplanation  respecting  a 
claaa  of  persona  which  I  may  freipieutly  have  occiiaion  t« 
mention  in  the  course  of  my  narrative,  viz.  the  native  officerB. 
Tliese  are  not  persons  wearing  uniformgj  and  occupied  in  mi- 
litary duties,  but  servanta  of  the  government,  holding  place  in 
the  graj-lunted  soak  of  rank  establiishcd  in  the  government 
service,  cifil  as  well  us  military.  In  many  instances  I  slioidd 
not  have  known  they  were  officers  at  all,  had  not  the  atteud- 
ants  and  others  introducing  them,  announced  their  approach 
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and  said,  the  *'  Mananboninaljitra,"  man  or  men  "  havioj^ 
rank,**  ftre  coming.  The  officers  were  not  distingiiitihed  by 
any  particular  dress,  except  on  public  occasions,  when  tbose  of 
highest  grade  wore  some  sort  of  uniform.  lu  travellings  the 
officers  are  diBtinguiahed  by  having  a  aword,  generally  without 
a  sheath  ;  but  on  the  roiul  this  is  generally  carried  by  a  slave, 
who  follows  with  his  masters  baggage. 

The  aides-de-c^mp  abo  form  a  clasa  which  I  may  have  fre^ 
queot  occasion  to  mention.  Dekaua  is  the  native  term,  bor- 
rowed from  the  French,  This  does  not  designate  an  officer 
appointed  to  apectal  duties,  but  in.  applied  to  the  young  men 
in  the  army  above  the  ranks,  or  private  a,  and  who  attach  them- 
selves, as  adherents,  tj^  any  particular  chief,  and  are  considered 
devoted  to  the  interests  of  such  chief.  Their  number  appeared 
to  be  limited  only  by  the  popularity  of  the  chief  or  the  proa* 
pects  of  advantage  to  his  followers.  Thus^  when  a  young  man 
was  spoken  of  as  Dekaua  of  any  chief,  it  seemed  to  mean 
that  be  was  devoted  to  liis  int<;re5t8,  and  to  be  engaged  in  bin 
service^ 

In  addition  to  the  cup  of  tea  tmd  biscuit  which  I  generally 
took  every  morning  before  starting,  I  now  added  a  small  por- 
tion of  quinine,  one  or  two  grains,  which,  acting  as  a  tonic, 
might,  it  waa  supposed,  render  me  less  likely  to  be  affected  by 
the  atmospheric  influences  tn  which  I  was  exposed. 

Before  we  set  out,  Kabotobefe,  a  chief  from  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Hivondro,  brought  a  present  of  twenty  fine  fish,  ap- 
parently a  species  of  mullet,  which  I  gratefully  accepted,  five 
being  set  apart  for  niyself  and  my  bearersj  and  the  rest  distri- 
bnted  am^ongst  the  people.  It  was  past  seven  o'clock  before  I 
set  out,  and  we  soon  entered  a  thick  foreat-  Richer  vegeta- 
tion I  had  seldom  seen,  Kems  and  orchids  were  abundant, 
but  chiefly  of  sorts  1  had  observed  before,  A  clump  of  An- 
ffrteeum  eeafiuip^ahtU,  growing  within  a  yard  of  my  path,  ex- 
hibit^'d  some  of  the  6ne6t  flowers  I  have  yet  seen.    The  tails 
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seemed  even  to  exceed  a  foot  aud  ft  half  in  length;  but  the 
An(ff(ecum  supei^tim  -wm  most  ftbunrlant.  Some  of  the  or- 
chids greatly  resembled  certftin  varieties  of  den<lrohiura>  bang 
about  the  size  anJ  form  of  Z).  Plenodi,  There  were,  alsoj 
several  bulbs,  apparently  varieties  of  WutsoiiicL,  exhibiting 
pink  and  lilac  flowers ;  but  I  had  not  the  heart  to  absp  the 
men,  so  aa  to  allow  me  to  examine  them  more  carefully. 
The  little  alender  modest  bhie-fluwered  lobelia  appeared  in 
great  abundance  during  eome  parts  of  the  journey.  But  ex* 
cept  when  pa&fiiQg  through  the  forest,  the  road  lay  over  wet, 
marshy  ground,  having  a  sandy  surface,  with  apparently 
shallow  l^oons  spreading  a  mile  or  two  towards  the  ia- 
terior. 

After  travelling  about  eighteen  miles,  wo  halted  at  Audra- 
■nokoditra,  a  village  of  alxint  a  doxea  houses,  standing  on  a 
high  bank  of  sand  rising  gradually  from  the  shore  of  an  ex- 
tensive lagoon.  The  coimtry  towards  the  interior  was  well 
wooded,  and  more  elevated  than  any  we  had  paj^sed  through, 
and  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  lake^^  the  little  village  af  Ma- 
aaoka  embowered  among  trees,  and  sta.ndiug  on  a  rising 
ground,  with  a  tall  flag-staff  in  the  centre,  from  whidi  on 
Bt&ted  oocaeions  the  ensign  of  the  sovereign  was  unfurled, 
added  much  to  the  charm»  of  the  landscape. 

The  houses  in  the  villages  at  which  we  had  hitherto  halted, 
had  been  for  the  most  part  small,  slightly  conatnicted,  and 
dirty;  seldom  protecting  their  inmates  from  the  heavy  raini) 
which  at  this  season  of  the  year  are  so  frequent.  The  iuha^ 
bitants  did  not  appear  to  sutfer  from  want  of  food ;,  and  though 
much  could  not  be  said  for  their  cleaQlinesa  or  comfort,  I  saw 
but  comparatively  few  sick  persons.  The  people  who  reside 
constantly  in  these  unhealthy  districts  are  reported  to  enjoy 
in  general  immunity  from  the  fever  which  is  often  so  fatal 
to  natives  from  more  elevftteil  and  healthy  districts  of  the 
countiy,  as  well  aa  to  foreigners. 

Kaia  again  fell  abundantly  through  the  night ;  but  before 
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seven  o'clock  in  the  morning  wo  resumed  our  journey,  which 
leil  for  some  distance  over  a  pluiii  partially  wooded;  on 
emerging  frum  which  we  travelled  for  several  miles  along 
the  B^L-beacfa.  The  morning'  sua  shining  upon  the  long 
heaving  billows  of  the  ocean,  which  broke  in  hifty  raaring 
surges  on  the  shore,  increased  tlie  brilliance  jmd  grandeur 
o{  the  scene*  As  the  wet  sand  afforded  the  finneet  path, 
tie  bearere  kept  as  near  a?  poswible  to  the  water,  and  were 
often  tip  to  their  knees  in  surf  and  foam.  When  parsing 
over  the  drier  saads,  they  Hunk  ankle-deep  at  every  step; 
and  thia  portion  of  their  journey  must  have  been  extremely 
laborious-  At  leitgth,  after  passing  the  plesaantly  situated 
Tillage  of  Traiigy,  standing  on  a  riaing  ground,  and  over- 
lookii^  the  lake  of  the  same  name,  which  was  concealed 
from  US  by  the  high  ground  thickly  covered  with  wood  on 
the  side  nearest  the  sea^  we  proceeded  along  a  sandy  country, 
having  a  sheet  of  water,  a  mile  or  more  in  width,  extending 
for  miles  on  our  right.  On  their  way  over  a  grassy  plain,  my 
bearers  halted  for  a  minute  or  two,  wheo  I  aaked  them  if 
they  wished  to  rest  awhile,  as  I  was  quit*  willing  to  Jo  so. 
They  said  they  did  not  wish  to  halt,  and  were  quite  strong 
to  proceed;  and,  to  give  me  a  proof  that  they  were  so,  one 
of  them,  who  walked  beside  the  palanquin,  hounded  oflf  at 
full  speed  towards  a  clump  of  trees  bearing  an  etiihle  fruit, 
jumping  over  a  bush  three  or  four  feet  high  on  his  way.  He 
90WI  overtook  his  companions  with  a  number  of  the  ripe 
fruit  of  the  voantahit  a  species  of  strychooa,  wbicli  he  distri- 
buted among  them.  About  ten  o'clock,  having  travelled 
eighteen  miles,  we  reached  Ivavongy,  which  I  waa  told  was 
the  first  village  in  the  country  of  the  Betanimena. 

My  bearers,  having  perhaps  hat!  the  lightest  load,  were 
considerably  in  advance  of  the  rest  of  the  party;  and  I 
arrived  at  thia  place  before  the  interpreter,  or  any  of  the 
ofBcera,  who  generally  informed  the  people  of  the  villages 
at  which  we    stopped  of  my  name,  objects,  &ru     But  the 
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abnnce  of  this  information  in  the  present  inatanee  made 
no  difference  in  the  exercii^  of  that  hospitality  which  is 
ftlwayw  so  welcome  to  a  stranger.  As  soon  m  my  palancjtiin 
was  §et  tlown,  a  chief  spreatl  a  mat  in  the  shade,  and  re- 
quested me  to  he  E^eat^d ;  another  brought  me  a  bunch  of 
ripe  bananas,  two  or  three  of  which  I  fmind  very  refreshiDg. 
Two  chiefs,  who  appeared  to  he  travellers,  mfide  many  in- 
quiries as  to  my  object  in  going  to  the  capita).  One  asked 
whether  I  had  any  military  miiforms  to  sell.  The  other 
aaked  whether  I  was  a  missionary  or  a  doctor.  He  siud  he 
had  heard  tliat  I  took  many  likenesses  of  the  people  when  I 
was  in  the  country  before,  and  that  he  had  seen  some  of  them, 
and  wished  to  know  if  I  intended  to  take  the  likenessea  of 
the  chiefs  at  tlie  capitaL 

When  the  rest  of  our  party  arrived,  I  crossed  over  the 
lake  Easoabe  to  a  group  of  houses  on  the  opposite  ahore,  m 
the  lapa,  or  queen's  house,  was  there,  and  would  be  more 
comfortable  than  any  of  tlioso  around  us.  While  waiting 
on  the  beach  until  the  c-anoe  was  ready,  I  observed  aome  of 
the  men  collectiug  quantities  of  a  daik-coloured,  but  shining 
micaceou:^  sand,  which  they  afterwards  dried  and  carried  to 
the  capital,  for  the  writers  there  to  use  inniteAd  of  blotting- 
paper.  On  reacliing  the  opposite  side  of  the  lake,  I  waa 
conducted  to  the  house  appropriated  to  the  use  of  travellers 
connected  with  the  government;  and  the  chief  of  the  place 
Boou  afterwards  brought  me  a  couple  of  mullets  and  a  email 
basket  of  eggs. 

The  internal  arrangements  of  the  house  differed,  in  aome 
respects,  from  those  of  the  country  on  the  other  side  of  the 
lake,  and  the  differencf),  I  wafl  told,  characteriiied  the  house* 
of  the  Betanimena.  The  hearth,  or  cooking-placej  wae  si- 
tnated  towards  the  north-east  comer  of  the  house ;  and  at 
each  corner  of  the  raised  kerb  of  stones  enrrountiing  the 
hearthj  a  atroug  post  ten  or  twelve  feet  high  was  fixed  in  tho 
ground.     Four  feet  above  the  fireplace  the  space  between 
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the  posts  was  filled  Iiy  laths  or  sticks  placeil  across,  ftnd  aliout 
an  inch  apart ;  three  feet  higher  was  a  Becond  stage  of  the 
same  kind,  and  &  third  itt  the  tt>p  of  the  posts.  Tlie  natives 
(^ed  this  atnictnre  over  the  fireplace  sahala,  and  said  it  was 
used  aa  a  place  for  their  cooking  utensils,  as  well  as  a  place 
for  dried  meat  or  fi^h,  or  nnj  other  articlea  they  wieheU  to 
keep  free  from  damp. 

In  the  aftemoou,  an  Izaro  had  gone  to  eome  of  the  neigh- 
bouring villages  in  search  of  riccj,  aud  as,  on  that  account, 
we  should  not  proceed  until  the  morning,  I  set  off  in  search 
of  plftntB  to  the  adjacent  forest,  which  extended  its  tempting 
covert  to  within  a  few  hundred  yards  of  the  Louses,  The 
first  object  which  arrest-ed  my  attention  was  what  the  natives 
told  me  was  an  old  tangena,  or  poison  tree,  which,  though 
the  trunk  was  decayed,  still  exhibited  vigoroua  and  leafy 
branches  with  hlfissoms  and  fruit.  As  I  penetrated  farther 
into  the  forest,  I  was  struck  mth  the  profuse  and  luxuriant 
vegetation.  The  trees,  though  hard-wooded  and  slow-grow- 
ing, were  high,  and  their  branches  interlaced  at  the  top; 
while  the  under  growth  was  thick  with  Lingled  bushes  and 
creepers,  whose  stalks,  soraetimee  as  large  as  cables,  pre- 
sented one  impenetrable  mass.  Seeking  here  and  there  for 
gaps  made  by  the  bullocks,  and  cutting  and  winding  tny  way 
wherever  practicable,  attempting  to  reach  every  tree  that  had 
anything  green  on  its  trunk  or  farancheiS,  I  saw  a  number  of 
cwcbids,  but  none  were  new.  Feme  were  abundant;  and 
amongst  them  llic  DavaHla  palya^thctf  which  the  natives 
call  ampanga  niamahily,  was  flourishing  most  luxuriantly. 
The  greatest  rarity  I  met  with  in  the  forest  was  a  new  kind 
of  pktycerium  much  resembling  P,  stcTnmiariiZj  growing  on 
the  trunks  of  treea  twenty  or  thirty  feet  from  the  gi'oiiud,. 

On  emerging  from  the  forest,  1  passed  along  the  edge  of 
a  hill  thickly  overgrown  with  a  large  kind  of  heath,  calletl  by 
the  natives  auaavidy,  and  frequently  a  couple  of  feet  higher 
than  OUT  hea-Js,     The   blo8.'!ora  had  been  abnnrlant ;  but  I 
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could  find  no  seeds.  I  also  met  with  a  number  of  beautiful 
plauU,  from  four  to  sbt  feet  high,  witli  leaves  like  a  pleroma, 
and  flowers  resembling  a  pelunia,  baving  a  rich  scarlet  throat 
anil  creamy  lip.  I  told  tbe  man  who  accompanied  me,  a 
native  of  the  place,  if,  when  the  aeeda  were  ripe,  he  would 
gather  tbeni  for  me^  I  would  pay  him  wel]  for  bis  trouble ; 
but  I  hiwl  little  liope  of  securing  any,  for  the  natives  catmot 
understand  why  we  should  attach  any  value  to  such  things, 
I  afterwards  found,  in  a  datnp,  ahady  place,  two  or  three 
flowers  somewhat  like  gentians  in  form,  and  of  a  deep  blue 
colour ;  and  in  a  dry,  open  space  luijacent,  I  met  with  a 
number  of  plants  of  tbe  same  species,  with  abundance  of 
ripe  seed,  which  I  carefully  preserveiL*  - 

In  the  evening  Izaro  returned,  having  obtained  a  good 
Bupply  of  rice*  Some  chiefs  of  my  own  party,  and  two  or 
three  of  their  frienda  from  the  neighbourhood,  came  to  my 
lodgings,  and  we  spent  surae  time  in  reading  and  in  important 
and  cheering  conversation.  After  which  they  retired,  and  I 
wrote  up  my  joiunal. 

Our  next  day's  journey  waft  to  be  by  water  upon  the  lake 
Imoasa,  which,  aa  well  an  the  spacious  lake  we  had  croaeed,  is 
said  to  be  infested  with  crocodiles,  which  have  occasionally 
seized  and  destroyed  cattle  while  crossing  the  ford.  The 
m^orning  was  wet,  and  it  was  between  seven  and  eight  o'clock 
before  I  started  in  the  last  canoe  of  our  fleet,  and  though  it 
rained  most  of  the  way  many  objecta  of  interest  presented 
themselves  as  we  passed  along.  We  saw  a  few  water  fowl, 
and  passed  a  number  of  fences  or  enclosures  for  catching  fish. 
We  saw  also  large  patches  of  the  white  water  lily.     The  lake 


*■  Two  pliLiiis  |irtKlucc<i  by  some  of  tliia  seed  liavo  blossoniGiil  nt  UoddeBdon 
during  diet  p>isl  aGtuiim  ;  and  in  reply  lu  n  iiaCe,  with  EptciinDiiH  of  Clic  flowers 
aiiJ  A  ilraivm^  or  ibc  plant,  which,  In  ihe  L^gimiing  or  NGYtmbcr,  I  sent  to  Sir 
W.  J.  II*Mjlcer,  he  ubstirveH,  "  Tour  plant  i^  a  v-Ty  uMTcating  one.  never  known 
nlivc  in  Europe.  U  i&,  liowuvtr,  described  by  l>tr  Cauilullc.  Tbo  gcniU  i" 
peculiar  tu  M&ilngaic^ir,  and  the  specks  is  Tacfiiadenut  carinatua.  I  shall  bo 
jible  10  give  n  good  fignre  of  iT,  thmiks  to  Mr?.  EUiVa  eJcvcr  arawing." 
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itself  was  about  a  mile  across,  vnth  wowly  luiuks,  which  on 
tlie  side  towards  the  interior  were  «ften  rocky  oail  eteep,  pre- 
jBenting  in  some  places  marks  upon  tlie  rocks  high  above  the 
water,  which  appe&red  to  indic&te  the  level  of  the  water  at 
L«aome  fonner  period.  The  rocks  them^lves  appeared  to  bo 
I^Baudstone,  but  above  these  la  several  places  along  the  eliore, 
and  iu  the  neighbourhood^  the  upper  part.*  of  the  high  ground 
seemed  to  consist  of  loose  ^ind,  resembling  that  spread  along 
the  edge  of  the  lak«,  which  con^^ted  chieflj  of  pulverised 
quartz. 

The  vegetation  on  the  borders  of  the  lake  presented  greater 
variety  than  I  had  previously  witue^ed.  Mangrovca,  mag- 
nolias, palmistes,  two  or  three  species  of  pondanus,  one  of 
them  trifollat^d  and  eseeediugly  graceful  in  its  habit,  with  tJie 
.broad-leaved  traveller's  tree,  were  all  growing  together.  The 
whole  was  enlivened  by  the  frequent  appearance  of  the  plant 
with  a  petunia  shaped  flower,  which  1  had  met  with  on  the 
previous  day,  and  which,  with  it«  scarlet  and  pink  flowens 
looked  at  a  distance  not  unlike  a  large  species  of  azalea  covered 
with  blossoma.  The  angrsecum  wosabuudant,  and  this  in  full 
flower,  as  well  as  the  large  blrd^s  nest  ferns,  might  sometimes 
be  seen  at  the  end  of  the  trunk  of  a  dead  tree  that  stretched 
its  crooked  length  twenty  or  thirty  feet  over  the  water. 

Towanls  noon  we  reached  the  end  of  the  lake  luioasa,  and 
lauded  at  a  place  bearing  the  aot  very  inviting  name  of  An- 
il davaka-menaraua,  hole  of  serpents.  The  rain  had  now 
ceased,  and  wliile  the  men  were  preparing  the  breakfast  I 
cuuld  not  resist  the  temptation  to  explore  the  adjacent  wood. 
A  cluster  of  long,  jointed,  j^leuder  stalked  shrubs  growing  by 
the  Gide  of  a  streain,,  and  bearing  clusters  of  pendidous  flowers 
beautifully  white^  and  larger  and  longer  in  the  tube  than 
the  Stcpfinnoti& jlorHmndat  first  attracted  my  attention;  but 
I  suu-cheil  iu  vain  for  seeds.  The  chief  rarity  I  met  with 
was  a  climbing  plant  with  leaf  and  stalk  somewhat  resem- 
bling vaoilhu  or  Venxirobmm  cJtrtf»antkum :  but  on  closer 


tu 


VISITS  TO  MADAGASCAB. 


CQiF.  Xt> 


inspection  it  proved  to  be  neither  of  these,  though  an  exceed- 
ingly curious  pl&ut  A  single  flattLsh  stem  nearly  an  inch  in 
breatlth,  and  seeding  out  small  fibres  on  ench  side,  extended 
up  tlie  stem  of  a  large  tree  for  thirty  or  fttrty  feet,  and  then 
sent  out  smaller  nhootH  which  Bpread  amaug»t  the  branches. 
There  were  no  flowers  at  the  time,  but  the  natives  told  me 
it  bore  blue  or  purple  flowerB  along  the  sides  of  the  small 
branches.  They  called  it  tandraho,  I  Bub&equently  saw 
another  plant  of  the  aame  species,  which  had  along  the  sides 
of  the  smaller  branches  yellow  i-ound  shaped  protuberances 
resembling  in  structure  the  seed  vesaels  of  the  Caitntiindkvc, 
or  Indian  shnt,  but  the  seeds  were  soft  and  unripe. 

We  resumed  our  journey  soon  after  noon,  passing  throug-h 
n  beautiful  and  fertile  country  covered  with  herbage,  and 
ornaraented  by  magnificent  trees  standiBg  singly  or  in 
clumps.  In  portions  of  the  ground  that  bad  been  recently 
cleared  and  enclosed,  and  the  vegetation  destroyed  by  burn- 
ing, the  trees  which  were  still  standing  deprived  of  their 
smaller  branchee  and  great  part  of  their  bark,  were  of  enor- 
mous size,  and  the  soil  seemed  exceedingly  rich.  I  had  to- 
day, as  well  as  on  previous  occasions,  passed  herds  of  cattle, 
either  feeding  or  reclining  on  the  grassy  plains;  aud  I  had 
noticed  that  they  were  always  accompanied  by  a  number  of 
birds  nearly  white,  about  the  size  of  a  pigeon,  but  in  shape 
more  like  a  stork,  having  long  legs  and  neck.  It  appeared 
a  different  bird  from  the  red-billed  pique-bctf.  Thean  birds 
seemefl  to  be  the  constant  corapacions  of  the  cattle,  at- 
tracted by  the  flies  or  other  insects  about  the  oxen,  and 
passed  in  and  out  amongst  them,  close  to  them,  nnd  (;ven 
upon  tbem  when  grazing  or  lying  down,  with  the  most  perfect 
freedom  and  confidence.  On  inquiring  of  the  natives  about 
them  I  waa  told  that  they  were  called  vorompotsy,  white  bird, 
or  vorontianom}>e;  literally,  birds  beloved  by  cattle,  as  they 
always  followed  the  herds  and  devoured  the  flies  which  tor- 
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Tnenteil  them.  The  number  of  binls  was  n^ao  always  propor- 
tioned to  that  of  tlie  cattle;  if  the  latter  were  but  few,  tlicy 
jiTOuld  be  attended  by  only  two  or  three  birds ;  but  if  the  herd 
krge,  there  would  be  great  iiumbera  of  birda  in  small 
'eompanies  amongst  tbem.  I  regretted  that  I  did,  uot  obtain 
a  specimea  of  these  useful  birds. 

This  afternoon  we  passed  a  piece  of  water  called  Rano- 
inainty  or  Black-water,  and  shortly  after  reached  Audevo- 
luridro,  a  viUage  of  perhaps  two  hundred  bouses,  standing  on 
the  bankB  of  tht:  Iharoka,  the  largest  river  in  tlie  district  of 
Betanimena.  My  palanquin  was  set  down  at  the  house  of 
the  head  man  of  tlit";  village;  and  on  rejiching  the  doorway  I 
beheld  bttween  twenty  and  tliirty  men  seated  on  the  gronnd, 
one  or  two  of  their  number  pouring  out  arrack  from  long  thick 
bamboo  canes  into  large  bo&me,  which  the  rest  were  drinking 
from,  and  handing  round,  JIany  were  shouting  or  siriging  a 
kind  of  monotonous  song,  others  were  adding  to  the  din  by 
beating  time  with  a  stick  upon  a  long  hallow  bamboo,  an 
arnusement  in  which  the  natives  sometimeB  spend  a  great 
part  of  the  night,  WTien  the  chief  man  came  and  requested 
this  party  to  remove,  they  went  to  a  kind  of  outboUiie  in  the 
neighbourhood,  but  the  arrival  of  so  many  travellers  drew 
away  some  from  their  drunken  carouaal. 

WTien  I  had  seen,  the  packages  all  deposited  in  the 
guvemment  house,  I  walked  through  this  and  two  atijoining 
villages  to  the  junction  of  the  river  with  the  sea.  The  open- 
ing was  narrow,  and  the  mouth  of  the  river,  like  most  of  the 
openings  we  had  passed,  was  nearly  blocked  up  with  eand. 
This  neighbourhood  appeared  more  populous  than  any  I  had 
before  seen.  The  people  seemed  industrioue  and  well  off. 
There  were  several  amall  gardens  near  the  village;  and  I 
noticed  a  number  of  women  bitting  outaide  their  house-s  and 
employed  in  peeling  the  leaflets  of  the  rofia  palm,  and 
splitting  the  tough  thin  skin  into  threads  for  weaving;  others 
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1  saw  weaving,  with  the  ffiime  surt  of  material^  a  ntrong' 
^>eciee  of  cloth,  for  whidi  this  neitrblKHirhood  is  celebrated. 
This  village  had  formerly  been  n  pSiice  of  sotne  importance  t 
aiifJ,  before  the  time  of  Rmlaraa,  was  a  sort  of  independent  or 
feudal  towu,  governei]  by  ita  own  chief,  who  bad  tlie  power 
of  life  and  deatli,  and  rendered  only  a  modiBed  homage  or 
military  eenrice  to  the  most  powerful  chief  of  tlie  province. 

In  the  evening,  Izaro  distributed  the  rice  to  the  bcarerg. 
The  men  belong  to  two  divisions  of  ih6  people,  and  these 
diviaiona  are  subdivided  iato  parties  of  ten  men  each ;  each 
division  received  a  couple  of  sacka  containing  about  one  hun- 
dred pounds  each.  Each  diviaiun  eelzcd  their  sacks,  and, 
Rpreadiug'  a  mat  on  the  ground,  emptied  the  whole  out  in  a 
heap,  then  measmred  out  the  shares  to  every  party,  with  much 
noise,  and^  1  suppose,  great  satisfaction,  for  they  all  thanked 
me  for  the  supply.  At  every  halting  place,  the  head  of  the 
party  serves  out  the  Hupply  for  each  individual ;  and,  as  the 
inhabitants  of  the  place  are  always  willing  to  lend  cooking 
vessels,  and  fuel  is  abundant,  this  meal  of  the  bearers  is  aoou 
ready. 

Early  the  next  rnoming^  a  nnmber  of  canoea,  most  of 
which  had  been  sheltered  among  high  reeds  on  the  opposite 
side  of  the  river,  were  bruught  to  the  edge  of  the  water,  and 
loaded  with  the  packages.  The  canoes  are  made  out  of  a 
single  tree,  generally  the  inophyllum,  and  are  some  of  them 
very  large,  with  bottoms  as  round  ae  a  barrel,  and  no  out- 
rigger;  yet  the  natives  seem  to  have  no  fear  of  their  up- 
Betting,  On  this  occasion,  I  witnea&ed  from  my  door  the 
only  thing  like  a  fracus  which  occurred  within  my  observa- 
tion during  tny  stay  in  the  country.  Several  of  the  men 
appoareti  to  be  quarrelling  about  the  adjustment  of  the  luatl 
in  one  of  the  canoes,  and  blows  with  the  fist  were  soon  inter- 
changed (piite  as  freely  as  words.  Indeed,  there  was  so  little 
noise,  that  the  former  seemed  to  be  involuntarily  substituted 
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for  the  latter.  One  of  the  offlcerfl^  Jjowever,  eoon  restored 
order.  A  mati  belonging  to  the  place  ha*l  taken  his  seat 
in  one  of  the  cooioeflj  which  the  others  declftred  was  already 
too  deeply  laden*  The  chief  of  the  village  ordered  him  re- 
peatedly to  come  on  shore,  but  be  kept  hia  seat,  until  one  of 
the  soldicra  wdked  into  the  water,  and,  taking  bold  of  bia 
arm,  requested  hiui  not  to  give  them  any  trouble ;  upon 
wbich  the  man  rose  up,  and  very  quietly  stepped  out  of  the 
canoe. 

Otir  party  and  packagea  filled  sixteen  caDoes.  Another  canoe 
wafi  flubaequeutly  provided  for  some  of  the  officers,  who  bad 
remained  a  short  time  on  the  shore  to  see  that  nothing  had 
been  left  behind.  Thus  far  our  course  bad  been  southwards, 
and  near  the  coast,  but  shortly  after  leaving  Andevorandro,  we 
entered  a  broad  part  of  the  river  Iharoka,  and  steered  in  a 
westerly  directioru  The  moniing  was  fine  and  cool,  the 
water  smooth,  and  the  scenery  on  both  sides  exhibited  new 
forms  of  vegetation  m  great  luxuriauce.  The  country  on  the 
right  was  flat,  in  many  parts  planted  with  au^ir  cane.  The 
banks  on  the  opposite  side  were  high,  and  presented  a  sue* 
cession  of  villages^  of  from  twenty  to  fifty  honsea,  with 
surrounding  plantatioua,  and  often  enlivened  by  the  natives 
in  their  white  lambaa  passing  to  and  fro.  Here  the  singu- 
larly rich  and  stately  rofia  pnlm^  Sagus  iiij^fij  was  so 
abundant  and  conspicnous  &s  to  impart  something  of  the 
character  of  its  own  graceful  form  to  the  surrounding  scenery. 
While  thus  sailing  smoothly  along,  we  passed  seveiiU  patches 
of  the  beautiful  Kymphwa  cwnilea  in  blossom ;  and  I  do  not 
remember  ever  experiencing  more  deeply  the  feelings  of 
admiration  and  delight  produced  by  new,  and  rich,  and 
beautiful  aspects  of  nature,  than  during  my  pasa^e  along 
this  charming  river.  The  feelings  of  my  fellow  paMsengers 
in  the  same  canoe  harmonising  with  my  own,  our  conversa- 
tion on  the  wonders  of  creation,  the   evidences   of  divine 
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vMom  aad  goodii«a%  gmtfy  iiiCKtaed  our  enjoyment  of  tbe 

AfW  pftiow)dnig  aboat  a  ooaple  of  booni,  and  p&miag- 
MtLmniM  mad  BatiMin>,  two  viU^;8S  on  onr  rights  standing 
fia  moauck  of  vndstoiie,  and  tbe  atTnggling  Tillage  of  Man>- 
■■Miifai>  •knfecUiip  aloag  th«  top  of  tbe  high  Und  on  our  left, 
•nleftthe  braad  riTeriaadcoUffed  n  ttAiroir  cr^k  between  high 
banks  of  cUy.    Serenl  birds  here  attnc(«d  my  n«tice»  «mong 
dkcm  a  preitf  UtUe  paipte-culoured  kingfiidier      But  my 
ttwitiaa  in«  c^iefiy  anated  by  the  flowere  on  tbe  baulu  of 
tiw  nanow  straun,  ■moagvt  them  a  plant  which  looked  like 
ATftrietyof  h«rb*oootu  hibiflni^  with  bright  yellow  flowers^ 
and  gigantic  anun,  A.  coefattim,  or  A.  cofocaeia,  which  grew 
by  tibe  edge  of  the  water  to  Oie  height  of  ten  or  twelve  feet. 
Hid  ao  near  that  I  could  reach  them  on  both  aides  as  we 
paBBBd  along. 

Hot  tb«  most  mi^mficatl  objects  were  the  fine  trees  of 
Aiintpita  IToZfuAii,  or  viacoea.  The  name  of  this  MAlag&J^ 
ftbwl  waftdeffiTed  from  tbe  word  for  lightning,  on  account  of 
tbe  bhlliaiKy  of  )t9  Sowers;  audi  Sir  Jo^ph  Paiton  and 
Dr^  Lindky  bare  tbos  ipofceB  of  A,  Wailicfni: — *'One  of 
Ibe  finert  pbdits  ever  introduced.  And  when  loaded  witli  its 
magxiificeut  flower*,  wie  think  nothing  can  esceed  its  gna- 
deur."*  I  had  seen  a  good  siied  plant  growing  fi-ecly  at 
MAUritias,  but  here  it  waa  in  its  native  home,  luxuriating  on 
the  bankfi  of  the  stream,  itA  trunk  a  foot  in  diameter,  its 
Vroad  leaved  branch^  stretching  over  the  water,  and  its  lug^» 
pink,  globular,  composite  flowers,  three  or  four  inches  in 
diameter,  suspended  at  the  end  of  a  fine  down-covered  stalk, 
nine  inchea  or  a  foot  in  length.  These  faan^g  by  hmidreda 
Along  tbe  com^  of  the  stream,  sm'passed  anything  of  the 
kind    r    hod    Heen,    or    eotdd    possibly   have    imagined.      I 


'  Piuton'g  Botanic&l  Dicttonaiy,  p.  33. 
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frequently  met  with  the  astrapfea  afterwards,  but  always 
growiDg  near  the  water,  and  its  branches  frequently  stretching 
over  a  lake  or  riven 

After  reaching  the  landing  place,  we  passed  about  a  mile 
over  stiff  wet  clay,  and  had  to  cross  a  piece  of  water  eo  deep, 
that  Sodra  was  obliged  to  pkoe  me  across  his  shouldersj  in. 
order  to  keep  me  dry.  We  then  walked  along  a  patb  ankle- 
deep  in  mud,  until  a  little  after  ten  o'clock,  when  we  reacheil 
Ambohibohazo,  another  considerable  village,  formerly  go- 
verned by  itB  own  independent  chief,  whose  power  was 
supreme  over  the  lives  and  property  of  the  people. 

On  reaching  &  halting  place,  eapecially  if  towards  the  evening, 
the  bead  man  of  the  village  soon  learned  from  some  of  the 
oftcers  of  our  party  the  general  objects  of  my  journey,  and 
shortly  afterwards  came  with  a  present  of  rice  and  fowls,  or 
other  kind  of  providon,  for  my  refrKshment  Tbe  quantity 
brought  seemed  to  bear  some  proportion  to  the  size  and 
importance  of  the  place ;  and  when  tbe  rice  and  fowla^  &c,, 
were  laid  <m  the  floor,  the  chiefs  who  brought  them  gene- 
rally apologised  for  the  emallness  of  the  present,  but  desired 
thus  to  express  their  loyalty  to  their  rulers,  and  their  good 
will  towards  the  friend  of  the  queen,  and  the  prince,  who  had 
come  to  their  village.  I  then,  in  a  few  words,  espresaed  my 
Beuse  of  their  kindness,  but  the  Hova  officers  replied  at  much 
greater  length,  and  tbe  speaking  at  times  was  quite  a  formal 
and  protracted  affair  on  both  sides.  It  seemed  to  be  a  kind 
of  acknowlerlgment  of  the  high  descent  of  OjfficisJ  sacredneas, 
and  supreme  authority  of  the  reigning  family,  as  well  as  a 
declaration  of  fidelity  and  attachment  on  the  part  of  the 
chiefs  of  the  place,  with  a  recognition  and  acceptance  of  the 
same  on  behalf  of  the  sovereign  and  her  eon  by  the  Hova 
officers.  No  return  on  my  part  for  these  presents  would 
hare  been  allowed  liy  the  officers^  but  I  wa£  always  glad,  on 
departing  in  the  morning,  to  give  a  piece  of  cotton  clotb,  or 
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other  useful  article,  to  the  owner  of  tlie  Louse  m  wlbieh  I  had 
Blept ;  and  if  the  mistresa  of  the  huuss  had  a  child  in  her 
arms,  which  was  frequently  the  cose,  and  it  was  not  too  much 
frightened  at  my  wliite  face  and  striange  dress,  to  allow  me  to 
place  a  showy  handkerchief  or  piece  of  cloth  over  ita  shoul- 
ders, this  manner  of  espreBsing  my  sense  of  theix  hospitality 
seemed  to  be  equally  gratifying  to  parents  and  child. 

As  this  was  one  of  the  places  at  which  Raiuebehevitra, 
meaning  "  Fniher  o/  ffreai  thout/hts,'^  the  second  ofiGcer  at 
Tamatave,  had  ordered  a  bidlock  to  be  given  to  me,  the 
people  in  charge  of  his  property  here  drove  a  fine  os  near 
my  house,  in  the  afternoon,  and  presented  it  to  me  in  the 
name  of  their  chiefs  The  aoinaal  was.  caught,  killed,  and 
distrihuted  by  sunset,  and  the  bnstle  and  noiae,  around  a 
number  of  fires  in  the  neighbourhood,  during  the  early  part 
of  the  evening,  indicated  the  zest  whicli  attended  the  pre- 
paration of  the  eveuing  mealr  My  own  bearers,  and  others 
close  by,  became  afterwards  esceedingly  noiay,  and,  much  to 
my  annoyance,  kept  up  their  shouting  and  screaming  till  long 
after  midnight. 

The  nest  morning  was  rainy  and  dark,  and  the  chieti  pro- 
posed to  rest  here  for  the  day  to  re-arrange  the  packages,  and 
to  supply  the  places  of  eleven  of  the  men  who  had  departed 
during  the  night  before  last,  after  having  received  their 
Piipply  of  rice  for  two  or  three  days  in  advance.  I  was  some- 
what surprised  to  find  that  the  men  who  had  left  hod  the 
lightest  loads.  Two  of  them  had  only  had  a  small  box  of 
tea,  about  ten  pounds  weight,  and  a  black  leather  bag  to 
carry  between  them  j  and  other  two  had  bod  only  my  hat- 
box,  and  a  small  bundle  of  bedding  for  their  load*  Some  of 
the  men  said  they  had  relations  in  the  neighbourhood,  and 
took  the  opportunity  of  being  near  to  pay  them  a  visit,  but 
I  apprehended  that  their  going  might  arise  from  ita  being 
government  service  in  which  they  were  employed,  and  for 
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which  tbey  consequently  expected  to  receive  no  pay.  I 
requested  the  chief,  who  provided  their  rice,  to  write  down 
the  nnuies  of  all  those  who  remained,  and  to  tell  tbem  that, 
whatever  they  might  receive  from  others  I  would  pay  every 
one  wiio  should  contiuue  with  me  until  we  reached  the 
capital.  I  had  proposed  to  do  tlais  before,  but  the  officers 
objected.  I  had  also  beard  that  the  districts  around  Tama- 
tave,  from  whence  bearers  fot  the  government  are  taken, 
werej  in  coDsideration  of  tliis  Bcrvice,  exempt  from  certain 
taxes  which  are  levied  on  the  others.  Whenever  any  of  the 
bearers  absconded,  the  chiefs  of  the  place  provided  other 
men  to  carry  the  packages  which  had  been  left,  to  the  next 
post,  or  govemmeot  statian. 

The  weather  improved  during  the  forenoon,  and  I  walke«l 
through  the  village,  which  at^indfi  on  the  top  of  a  hill  of 
stiff  yellow  clay.  The  ground  immediately  around  is  wet 
and  swampy,  Imving  considerable  portions  cultivated  with 
rice*  The  country  beyond  appeared  more  woody,  and  the 
prospect  On  every  eide  was  bounded  by  high  land,  or  distant 
mountains.  Gardens  belonging  to  the  villagers  covered  the 
sides  of  the  hill,  and  their  houaes  were  in  tolerably  good  con- 
dition. Many  of  the  women  were  employed  in  weaving, 
others  in  dyeing  their  materials;  but  I  noticed  in  two  of  the 
houses  a  Wrcl  of  arrack,  with  a  braes  tap  in  the  end  of  it, 
Btanding  near  the  duur,  and  a  number  of  natives  sleeping 
on  the  ground  round  about  it  These  houses  are  the  native 
grog-ehops,  which  have  been  recently  establLthed,  and  seem 
likely  to  prove  prolific  sources  of  idleness,  poverty,  and 
wretchedness  to  the  people.  1  was  informed  that,  after  the 
killing  and  the  distribution  of  the  bullock  on  the  previous 
day,  some  of  the  hearers  had  iMirtered  their  heef  for  arrack, 
and  this  it  was  which  had  made  them  so  noisy  during  the 
night,  and  so  disinclined  to  move  forward  the  next  morning. 

A  young  officer,  travelling  from  the  capital  to  the  coast, 
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stopped  at  my  house  to-day,  to  offer  any  B«afitAtice  he  could 
render,  a£  well  aa  to  hear  and  tt^lt  the  news.  He  ofiked  a 
number  of  questions,  and,  amongst  others,  whether  I  could 
make  buJloona;  for  he  said  there  Was  &  French  resident  at 
the  capital  w^bo  could  make  l>alloona  go  up  in  the  air,  with 
fire  iuslile,  and  could  make  looklng^lasses,  and  c&^t  cannon. 
When  I  acknowledged  my  inferiority  to  the  French  geotk- 
man  in  %U  these  respects^  he  added :  "  But  you  can  take 
likenes^s^  for  I  have  seen  aomcj  and  you  have  medicine.'* 
He  had  brought  me  a  triding  present,  and  asked  for  a  little 
medicine  for  the  fever,  which  1  promised  to  send  him.  When 
he  ahook  hands  with  me  on  leaving,  I  could  not  but  pity  the 
poor  fellow,  for  his  hand  was  burning;  with  fever  at  the  time. 
The  u&tiveB,  from  the  high  and  healthy  provinces  in  the 
interior,  suffer  in  the  low  r^ions  of  the  country  quite  aa 
much  aa  Europeans  do  from  the  fever,  of  which  they  enter- 
tain great  dread. 

The  nest  morning  vre  resumed  our  journey.  The  road 
out  of  the  village  was  quite  as  bwl  as  that  by  which  we  had 
entered.  In  descending  the  hill  my  l)earers  sank  nearly 
knee  deep  in  mud,  and,  on  reaching  the  bottom,  they  had  to 
cross  a  wide  piece  of  water  reaching  up  to  their  waists,  and 
then  make  their  way  along  the  edges  of  a  eerles  of  aoft- 
fiooded  rice  grounds.  This  was  the  only  road  from  the  vil- 
lage. We  next  crossed  a  succesaiou  of  low,  clayey  hilla,  and 
their  intervening  valleys,  where  the  watercourse  at  the 
bottom  was  often  widened  out  to  join  a  rice  plantation. 
Voitsara,  the  first  village  we  passed,  was  almost  surrounded 
by  plantations,  fenced  with  stakes  of  a  fine  species  of  eiyth- 
rina,  many  of  which  seemed  to  have  taken  root  in  the 
prolific  soil,  and  thus  aeiit  forth  large  branches,  beAnJOg 
numerous  clustera  of  rich,  scarlet  flowera. 

At  the  next  village,  Maroombe,  considerable  portions  of 
groimd  were  enclosed,  and  planted-      Under  cultivation  it 
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SMTcely  was,  for,  ia  the  rich  black  earth,  the  weeds  and 
brushwood  grew  with  such  rapidity  aud  strength,  as  almost 
to  dispute  with  the  crops  poasesBion  of  the  soil ;  and,  but  for 
the  clastem  of  hanana  trees,  with  their  large  bunchea  of 
fniit,  or  the  rows  of  sugar-cane,  fifteen  or  eighteen  feet  high, 
and  occaBional  patches  of  strong,  rank  tobacco  plants,  the 
whole  was  so  overgrown  with  buahee  and  creepera,  as  to  re- 
&emble  au  uncleared  waste  more  than  a  garden.  Here  were 
a  number  of  large  erythriua  trees  in  full  blossom.  I  alao 
saw  the  Aleuritm  triloba^  or  candk-nut  tree,  as  well  as  other 
old  8outh-Sea  Island  acquaintanceB,  but  most  of  the  trees  and 
flowers  were  new  to  me. 

When  the  weather  was  fine  I  usually  walked  during  the 
early  part  of  the  day,  both  for  the  sake  of  relieving  the 
bearers,  and  of  ohserTing  the  country  and  its  productions. 
The  road,  howeverj  had  heen  too  wet  and  slippery  t<i  allow 
me  to  do  60  this  moruingj  and  we  reached  Manamboniuahitra, 
where  we  halted  for  breakfast  at  eleven  o*clock^  having  tra^ 
TelJed  about  twelve  miles.  At  noon  we  set  out  again,  our 
route  continuing,  according  to  the  compwiB,  a  little  to  the 
northward  of  weist. 

The  aspect  of  the  country  before  us  was  now  changed. 
Lines  of  hilk,  with  occasional  breaks,  stretched  from  north  to 
eoiitli,  OS  fai"  aa  the  eye  conld  reach,  Few  portiona  of  these 
lines  roge  to  any  great  elevation  above  the  rest,  and  no  high 
single  mounttuas  were  sseen,  but  each  succeeding  range  of 
hills  or  mountains  increased  in  elevation  as  well  as  dib'tance; 
the  whole  appearing  like  a  aeries  of  serrated  linea,  one  ex- 
tending above  the  other,  from  the  ridge  we  were  erosalng  to 
the  lafet  faint  lino  of  mountain  tops  which  marked  the  fiir 
distant  horizon.  The  vaHeya  were  generally  filled  with  luxu- 
riant vegetation,  and  the  hills  covered  with  grass,  or  crowned 
with  fore3t& 

Suice  leaving  the  country  bordering  the  IliarDk%  we  had 
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found  the  traveller'g  tree  intermingled  with  the  rofia  palm ; 
[but  tLe  former  was  now  most  abundant,  atid  from  ita  nuiubent, 
Be,  and  healthy  growth,  iinparted,  by  its  own  striking  and 
singular  structure,  and  its  m&aseti  of  broad  foliage,  a  peculiar 
character  to  the  landscape.  Sometimee,  for  miles  together, 
it  was  the  chief,  if  not  the  only,  species  of  tree  that  was  aeen. 
After  defending  from  the  village  where  we  had  halted,  we 
catne  to  a  rivej^  of  the  same  name,  about  forty  yards  wide, 
and  so  deep  that  the  betirera  were  up  to  their  waists,  and 
were  obliged  to  raise  the  poles  of  my  palanquin  from  their 
ehmdders  to  the  top  of  their  heads,  to  keep  me  above  the 
water,  while  the  relay  of  bearers  walked  in  front  and  by  the 
sides,  shuuting.  and  beating  the  water  wltb  hrAUches  and 
poles.  The  river,  they  said,  was  infested  with  crocodUeSf  £Uid 
within  a  short  time  before  we  passed  six  persons  had  been 
destroyed  t>y  them,  while  crossing  at  the  same  place. 

Crocodiles  were  said  to  be  in  all  the  riYcra  and  lakes  we  had 
paased  since  leanng  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Roa,  where  the 
water  is  brackish,  and  where  they  are  never  seen.  In  the 
region  over  which  we  had  passed  they  are  about  fifteen  feet 
long,  but  in  other  pari*  are  mucb  larger.  It  is  said  that 
they  may  at  times  be  seen  chasing  the  fiiBh  in  the  lakes,  and 
often  wat-ching  for  prey  among  the  reeds  luid  other  kinds  of 
shelter  near  the  margin  of  the  water.  The  crocodiles  feed 
chiefly  on  fish,  but  will  seize  and  devour  bullocks,  dogs,  or 
any  other  animal  quietly  approaching  or  entering  the  water. 
In  some  parts  of  the  h\taid  they  were  said  to  be  so  ferocious 
as  to  attAck  and  upset  canoes^  and  tliea  prey  upon  the  ha|>le88 
voyagers  they  contained.  The  crocodiles  deposit  their  eggs 
in  the  sand  on  the  shore,  and  prey  uptm  any  animal  they  may 
find  on  the  land.  The  late  Mr.  Ha-Sitie,  when  once  sleeping  near 
a  river,  wa^  awoke  by  the  piteous  whine  of  a  favoiu-ite  dog, 
which  always  slept  at  the  door  of  his  tent,  and  rushiag  out, 
saw  a  crocodile  dive  Into  the  water  with  his  poor  dog  in  it£ 
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jaws.  The  natives  regard  them  with  strange  feeUngs.  They 
fear  them  as  po^'seseed  of  supernatural  power,  invoke  their 
forbearance  with  prajcra,  or  seek  protection  by  charmi^,  rather 
than  attack  them;  even  the  Hhaking  of  a  spear  over  the  waters 
would  be  regarded  as  an  act  of  sacrilegious  inault  to  the 
Bovereign  of  the  flood,  imperilling  the  life  of  the  offender 
the  nest  time  he  should  venture  on  the  water.  Crocodiles* 
teeth  are  worn  as  charms ;  they  are  also  made  of  silver  or  gold 
and  worn  both  fur  eeciirity  and  ornament ;  a  golden  crocodile's 
tooth  l>eing  the  central  ornament  in  the  aovereign^s  crown. 
Yet,  notwithstanding  this  dread  of  the  crooodile,  the  natives 
destroy  the  young  ones,  and  collect  the  eggs,  which  they  l>oilj 
and  dry  in  the  sun,  and  then  preserve  in  sacks  for  food  or  sale. 
The  eggs  are  large,  being  long  rather  than  oval,  and  are 
obtained  in  great  numbera.  A  misaiouary  voyaging  along 
the  lakea  we  had  just  left,  at  the  season  when  the  natives 
on  their  shores  were  preaerving  the  eggs,  found  that  one 
single  family  had  collected  500  eggs.  The  male  croco- 
diles are  said  to  prey  upon  the  young  oneH,  and  great 
niimbera  of  their  eggs  are  destroyed  by  serpents  and  cer- 
tain kinds  of  birds;  but,  notwithstanding  these  and  other 
restFictions  upon  their  increase,  their  numbers  are  alarm- 
ing and  dangerous.  The  crocodile  ie  described  as  exceed- 
ingly timid,  fleeing  from  noise  or  the  violent  agitation  of 
the  water ;  but,  in  an  extremely  interesting  written  account 
which  I  received  of  the  flight  of  a  party  of  native  Christians 
across  the  northern  part  of  the  island,  I  met,  among  details 
of  their  perils  in  the  wildemesa,  with  notices  of  the  crocodile 
which  at  first  appeared  to  me  scarcely  credible.  In  describing 
a  part  of  the  journey  the  writer  observes :  -— 

"  We  then  entered  a  thicket  or  wood  of  small  bamhooe, 
where  in  many  places  there  was  water  up  to  the  knees,  and 
there  were  many  crocodiles  in  the  water.  We  were  nine 
days  in  that  wood^  and  had  nothing  to  eat  but  clay  and  water. 
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gmtlBcation.  Tte  noise,  however,  was  80  great,  that  I  was 
glad  to  give  them  a  piece  of  silver  to  retire.  One  of  my 
bearers,  who  had  carried  me  during  the  day  over  nearly 
twenty  miles  of  by  no  means  level  rood,  was  dancing  to  the 
music ;  bo  that  I  felt  easy  about  hm  not  having  been,  over- 
tasked with  liis  burden.  On  leaving  my  door,  the  iim8iclai3& 
atljourned  to  the  next  hoiise,  where  they  kept  up  their  per- 
formance till  past  midnight. 

The  next  morning  was  dark,  and  the  rain  again  falling 
heavily ;  we  therefore  remained  here  during  the  day.  Many 
of  the  natives  of  the  place  came  ta  the  house,  as  had  been 
their  liabit  at  moat  of  the  places  where  we  had  halted.  I  was 
struck,  as  I  had  been  at  most  of  the  villages  of  the  Betani- 
mena,  and  also  the  BetRimasaraka,  with  the  phyaical  appear- 
ance of  the  people.  The  men  whom  I  saw  were,  with  few 
exceptions,  well  formed,  stout,  and  active,  rather  above  the 
middle  stature.  The  women  were  short  and  muscular*  I 
scarcely  saw  a  woman  tall  or  tliin.  The  men  were  usually 
good  looking,  but  this  could  scarcely  be  siwd  of  the  women, 
few  of  whom,  judged  by  the  European  Htandard  of  beauty, 
woxdd  have  been  eonsideTed  handsome,  and  none  of  them 
pretty.  I  rarely  saw  an  ill  fonned  bead,  or  a  low  or  retreat- 
ing forehead.  The  majority  of  the  people  certainly  presented 
well  proportioned,  high,  perpendicular  forebeails.  So  much 
6o,  that  I  often  wished  my  photographic  apparatus  had  been 
avuilable  during  the  journey.  The  foreheads  of  the  women 
were  not  inferior  to  those  of  the  men.  The  head  was  broad, 
and  the  face  rather  round  than  ovab  The  eyebrows  were 
well  marked,  and  but  slightly  arched.  The  eyes  not  lorgei 
but  often  clear  and  bright.  The  nose  was  small  at  its  junc- 
tion with  the  foreheAd,  and  rather  flat  than  otbent'ise.  The 
mouth  was  often  large,  the  lips  full,  and  slightly  projecting; 
the  teeth  white  and  large,  occnsionaUy  over  crowded,  as  if  too 
nrmierous  to  sUind  even.   The  chin  frefjuently,  but  not  always. 
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projecting.  Tlie  top  of  the  head  was  round  and  full,  the 
lower  part  of  the  back  of  the  head  flat,  and  almost  forming  a 
straight  line  from  the  back  of  the  crown  to  the  neck.  The 
hair  waa  jet  bWk,  crisp,  and  sometimes  curly,  usually  faatene<l 
in  two  OT  three  round  halls  at  the  side  of  the  head,  and  braided 
into  a  sort  of  queue  behind.  ViTien  inclined  to  be  woolly,  it  was 
loosely  so.  I  never  saw  tlie  hair  of  any  Malagasy  so  woolly 
as  that  of  acme  of  the  African  tribea,  the  most  remarkalile 
instance  of  which  to  me  was  that  of  Sechele,  the  tall  noble- 
looking  chief  of  Koloheng',  whom  I  saw  at  Cape  Town,  and 
the  covering  of  whose  finely  formed  head  hung^  down,  not  in 
ringlets,  but  in  cords  of  the  most  cloaely  matted  fine  woolly 
bair* 

In  person,  the  Malaga^  appeared  to  me  generally  well 
formed,  with  perhaps  some  little  disproportion  in  the  short- 
neaa  of  the  neck.  The  cheat,  however,  was  well  developed, 
the  trunk  broad,  the  limbs  muscular,  the  gait  firm,  aud  the 
complexion  a  rieh  warm  brown.  I  scarcely  saw  a  deformed 
person  in  the  country.  The  women  were  generally  covered 
from  the  neck  to  the  ankles ;  but  the  men  at  work  in  the 
fields  often  wore  a  piece  of  cloth  round  their  waists.  Few,  if 
any,  ornaments,  except  a  crocodile's  tooth,  or  beads  on  a  string 
tied  round  the  wrist,  were  worn  by  the  common  people. 

Soon  after  seven  in  the  morning  we  resumed  onr  journey, 
our  company  being  now  reduced  to  about  seventy  persons, 
and  the  packages  also  being  diminished  to  twenty-five.  Our 
route  lay  over  a  richly  wooded  fertile  country^  diversified  by 
mosses  of  rock,  chietly  quartz,  sometimes  of  a  beautiful  pink 
colour,  and  occasionally  a  species  of  basalt. 

Since  we  had  left  the  lower  country,  the  rofia  had  become 
Bmaller  and  less  frequentj  but  the  traveller's  tree  was  abund- 
ant on  the  jades  of  the  hills  and  in  the  valleys,  and  in  every 
moist  part  of  the  country,  appealing  at  this  elevation  to 
attain  its  greatest  perfection.     This  tree,  Urania  sptciosa,  is 
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shogvtber  one  of  the  most  mnarkable  that  Iub  been  diaoorerBd 
in  Mada^MBT.  And  th«  extent  to  which  it  prerails  taaj  be 
infierred  from  the  Datire  name,  ravinala,  br  whi(^  it  wae  de- 
Bigittted  by  Sotmerat,  \tA  diacorerer.  BaTiula  is  litenUj 
l«af  of  the  forest,  x^  if  it  wm  the  leaf  by  which  the  forest  was 
ciiancterided,  which  is  the  bet  where  it  abatmda^  thongh  in 
many  parts  it  is  not  met  with  at  alL  The  tree  rises  from  the 
gmmd  with  a  thick  enoculeat  stcia  like  that  of  the  plaDtato, 
or  the  lafget  ^noies  of  ^srelitcia,  lo  both  of  which  it  bean  a 
ata>img  ream^lazioeL  It  seods  out  from  the  ceotre  of  the  siesD 
loag  broad  leaves  like  thc«e  of  the  plantain,  only  leas  fingilc^ 
and  riHtng,  not  rotmd  the  stalky  but  in  two  lines  an  oppoote 
aide^  ao  that  as  the  leares  iDcrease,  and  the  lower  ones  diw^ 
ai  the  end,  or  extend  borizoDtallj,  the  tree  preaents  the 
appeaia&ce  of  a  large  open  fan.  When  the  stem  rises  ten  or 
twelre  feet  high,  the  lower  part  of  the  onter  coTering  becomes 
hard  and  dry,  like  the  hark  of  tb«  cocoa-nut  tree.  Many  of 
the  tmea  in  this  region  were  at  least  thirty  feet  &om,  the 
gTDond  to  Uie  lowest  leaTe&  I  freqaently  connted  &om 
twenty  to  tweoty-foiir  leaves  on  a  single  tree,  the  staJk  of 
each  leaf  beit^  eix  or  eight  feet  ton^  and  the  broad  1^  itaelf 
four  or  six  feet  more, 

The  whole  of  these  twenty-fonr  brig^ht  green  gigantic  leaTes, 
qwead  ont  like  a  fan  at  the  top  of  a  trunk  thirty  feet  high, 
presented  a  ^>ectacle  as  impressiTC  as  it  was  to  me  rare  and 
beaotlfhl;  and  in  this  part  of  the  comitry  they  were  the  moet 
eonspicuons  objects  for  miles  together,  and  were  it  not  that 
these  vast  br^ht  green  shining  leaves  are  slit  on  each  aide  by 
the  winJ^  and  so  flutter  in  sm^er  portions  with  the  passing 
breeze^  the  prevalence  of  this  tree  would  impart  a  d^ree  of 
almo^  inconceivable  magnificence  to  the  Tegctatiob  of  the 
countiy. 

in  the  &n-like  head  of  the  traveller's  tree,  there  were 
generally  three  or  four  branches  of  seed  pods.     The  parts  of 
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fructification  seemed  to  be  enclosed  in  a  tough  firm  apatbe, 
like  those  of  the  cocoa-nut ;  hut  the  subsequent  development 
wftB  more  Hfee  that  of  the  fruit  of  the  plantain.  When  the 
pods,  or  seed  vessels,  of  which  there  were  forty  or  fifty  on 
each  bunch,  were  ripe^  they  burst  open,  and  each  pod  was  seen 
to  enclose  thirty  or  more  seeds^  in  Bhape  like  a  smnll  bean, 
but  enveloped  in  a  fine  silky  fibre  of  the  must  brilliant  blue 
or  purple  Colour.* 

But  thts  tree  has  been  most  celebrated  for  containing,  even 
durinj^  the  most  arid  season,  a  large  quantity  of  pure  freBli 
water,  supplying  to  the  traveUer  the  place  of  wells  in  the 
desert.  Whenever  I  inquired  of  the  natives,  they  alwaya 
affirmed  that  such  was  the  fact,  and  that  bo  abundant  aud 
pure  was  the  water,  that  when  the  men  were  at  work  near  the 
trees,  they  did  not  take  the  trouble  to  go  to  the  stream  for 
water,  but  drew  off  and  drank  the  water  from  the  tree.  Having 
formerly  been  somewhat  sceptical  on  this  point,  I  determined 
to  examine  some  of  the  trees;  and  during  my  journey  this 
morniug,  we  stopped  near  a  clump  of  the  treea.  One  of  my 
liearera  struck  a  spear  four  or  five  inches  deep  into  the  thick 
iirm  end  of  the  stalk  of  the  leaf,  about  «ix  inches  above  its 
junction  with  the  trunk,  and  on  drawing  it  back,  a  stream  of 
pure  cle&r  water  gushed  out,  about  a  quart  of  which  we 
caitght  in  a  pitcher,  and  all  drank  of  it  on  the  spot.  It  was 
cool,  dear,  and  perfectly  aweet.  On  further  examination,  I 
found  that  there  was  no  filtration  of  the  mLter  through  any 
part  of  the  plant,  as  I  ha*l  been  led  to  suppose  when  I  had 
Been  water  drawn  by  Sir  William  Hooker  from  one  of  the 
specimens  in  the  palm  house  at  Kew.  There  was  a  kind  of 
natural  cavity,  or  ciatern,  at  the  base  of  the  stalk  of  each  of  the 
leaves,  above  its  union  with  the  atem,  aud  the  water  which 


*  A  specimen  of  chose  bcnutiful  scedd,  given  to  me  adcrwru-iJs  by  Mr.  Vov- 
tnnil,  uL  MniiriLiue,  ia  now  deposited  in  iho  muactmi  of  the  Rojal  Gardena  nt 
Kiivr. 
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hod  been  collected  on  tlie  Lrosid  and  ribbed  surface  of  the  leaf 
had  flowed  down  a  groove  or  spout  oii  the  upper  side  of  the 
ertolk  into  this  aatural  reservoir,  whence  it  supplied  nutriiiicat 
to  the  tree,  and  refreshiuent  to  the  traveller  or  the  labourer. 

But  in  Madagascar,  this  tree  might,  with  propriety,  be 
called  the  hiiU^er'a  tree  rather  than  the  travellers  tree. 
Its  leaves  form  the  thatch  of  all  the  houses  on  the  eastern 
side  of  the  it^laud.  The  stetns  of  its  leaver  form  the  partitiotia, 
aud  often  sides  of  the  housca ;  aad  the  hard  outside  bark  ia 
stripped  from  the  inner  aud  mit  part,  aiidhaviag  been  beatea 
out  6at,  ia  laid  for  flooring ;  aud  I  have  seen  the  entire  floor 
of  a  long  well  built  house  covered  with  its  bark,  each  piece 
being  at  least  eighteen  inches  wide,  and  twenty  or  thirty  feet 
long.  The  leaf,  when  green,  ia  used  as  a  wrapper  for  packages^ 
aud  keeps  out  the  rain.  Large  quantities  are  also  sold  every 
morning  in  the  markets,  aa  it  aervea  the  purpose  of  table* 
cloth,  dishes,  and  plates  at  meats ;  and  folded  into  certain 
forms,  is  used  instead  of  spoons  and  drinking  vessels. 

Leaving  the  traveller's  trees,  we  resumed  our  journey,  creas- 
ing the  water  eight  times  during  our  mornlng'H  march :  and 
ascending  aud  descending  aa  many  hilly  or  mountainous 
ridges,  where  the  path  was  at  times  so  eteep  aud  slippery,  aa 
greatly  to  impede  our  progress,  and  along  which  it  seemed 
scarcely  possible  that  burdena  should  be  carried,  I  oould 
neither  walk  up  nor  down,  without  the  help  of  one  or  more  of 
the  bearers.  About  eleven  we  reached  Ambatoharauana,  where 
we  halted  for  breakfast.  My  habit  wa£  to  take  two  meals  o- 
day,  but  both  of  the  wime  kind  of  food.  The  first  about  noon, 
the  other  in  the  evening.  On  baiting  in  a  village,  one  of  the 
bearers  took  a  small  measure  of  riee^  and  went  amongst  the 
cottages  to  exchange  it  for  a  bundle  of  fuel,  which  was  some- 
times rather  scarce ;  aa  aoon  as  this  is  obtained,  and  a  fire 
lighted,  a  quantity  of  rice  was  cleaned,  by  being  pounded  in  a 
wooden  mortar,  and  afterwards  winnowed  in  a  fan.     It  waa 
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then  put  otx  to  boil  in  azi  earthen  pot,  l)orrowed  from  Borne  of 
the  inhabitants^  who  aftcrwanla,  sharcJ  its  contents.  While 
this  was  cooking,  a  fuwl  whh  killed  ami  cut  up ;  luid  when  the 
rice  waa  boiled,  the  fowl  was  fried.  The  tea-kettle  woa  in  the 
me^iTi  time  placed  by  the  eide  of  the  Hre.  In  some  places,  the 
device  for  a  trivet  cnmaitited  of  three  p^9  of  wood,  a  species  of 
succulent  wotxl,  so  thoroughly  saturated  with  wet,  as  to  bum 
very  slowly.  My  meals  were  served  in  remarkably  primitive 
style;  and  I  Bometimes  thought  it  was  well  that  there  would 
be  an  interval  between  ray  Malog^iiiy  journey  and  the  begin- 
ning of  usages  at  home»  or  I  might  be  in  danger  of  forgetting 
»ome  of  the  proprieties  of  more  civilised  life. 

On  these  occasions,  a  mat  waw  generally  spread  on  the  gruund. 
My  small  canteen  containing  crockery,  cutlery,  &c.,  served  for 
a  table  and  waa  covered  with  fresh  clean  leaves  of  the  traveller's 
tree.  The  fowl  was  served  in  a  dishj  and  one  plate  remained. 
The  want  of  others  w&a  supplied  by  the  broad  green  leaf  on 
which  the  manioc,  6wet>t  potato,  and  other  vegHtahk'S  were 
served.  The  teapot,  cup  and  saucer,  to  prevent  accident,  were 
usually  placed  oa  ihe  floor  by  the  side  of  the  bos,  an  egg 
beaten  up  in  a  cup  fierving  as  a  substitute  for  milk  with  the 
tea*  The  door,  the  only  avenue  for  hght  or  air,  waa  always 
open ;  asd  five  or  six  atbletic  menj  who  had  probably 
helped  in  the  cooking,  sat  round  within  the  door.  One  usually 
whisked  away  the  tliea  with  a  green  bough,  the  others  dis- 
cussed the  news  of  the  day,  or  perhapa  scared  away  a 
hungry  dog  from  the  door.  When  nay  meal  waa  over,  the 
bearer?*,  if  they  had,  not  been  able  to  obtain  the  use  of 
another  house,  brought  their  own  rice,  or  whatever  they 
might  have,  and  took  their  meal  in  the  same  house,  where 
they  were  sometimes  joined  by  the  owners. 

The  quantity  of  rice  a  man  would  Bometimes  eat  appeared 
to  m,e  enormous.  They  generally  cook  more  at  one  time  than 
they  use,  and  bake  the  rice  adhering  to  the  sideeof  theveesel 
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la  which  it  is  cooked  tmtil  it  ia  brown,  then  poiiriug  in  frfssh. 
water,  hoil  It  iato  a  sort  of  coSee,  wliich  all  claaaes  are  occua- 
toraed  to  drink  after  their  meala.  Souietimes  in  addition 
to  other  presents  brought  me  ijy  the  people  was  a  small 
quantity  of  honey,  geneirtlly  cl«ir  and  good.  It  was  some 
satisfaction  to  me  to  see  that,  heavy  as  the  roads  were,  my 
liearers  did  not  become  thinner,  or  look  the  worae  for  thmr 
journej. 

In  the  afbernooa  we  again  resutned  our  journey,  cros&ing 
the  water  of  the  same  or  different  rivers  6ve  time^  and  tra- 
Telling  for  a  considerable  distance  along  the  steep  bank  of  the 
Farimhongy,  a  broful  Mid  rapid  stream.  Later  in  the  after^ 
noon  we  reached  Mahel^  where  we  halted  for  ttie  night, 
having  travelled  nearly  twenty  miles  over  roads  that  in 
England  would  have  been  deemed  impassable.  Wierever 
the  road  was  at  all  level,  the  path  was  through  deep  clayey 
mud.  The  steep  ascents  and  descents,  of  a  hundred  or  three 
hundred  feet  in  esteut,  were  sometimes  traversed  by  a  slanting 
path  along  a  narrow  deep  hollow,  worn  i>y  the  water.  At 
other  times  the  path  lay  along  a  narrow  way,  full  of  ridges  and 
bolesj  pent  up  between  steep  banks  from  ten  to  twenty  feet 
high,  of  red  or  pinkish  clay*,  containing  fragments  of  quartz, 
rocks  of  which  also  sometimes  overhang  the  path,  which  it- 
self Viaa  occasionally  so  narrow  that  I  could  touch  both  sidea 
at  once. 

^Vhen  our  way  led  through  forest  or  wood,  the  large,  smooth, 
slippery  roots  of  the  trees  forming  a  sort  of  network  along 
tlje  path,  and  having  their  iuteratices  filled  with  water,  ren- 
dered travelling  still  more  difficult;  and  while  I  ftlt  grateful 
that  we  had  pasaetl  without  accident,  I  could  not  but  admire 
the  eurefootednesa  and  care  evinced  by  the  bearers.  Although 
where  it  was  practicable  I  always  walked,  or  rather  scrambled 

•  The  coantiy  Miiweni  to  its  name,  Bctanimc^Dft,  n^hich  signillca  ranch  red 
cuth. 
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Up  or  down  the  most  difficult  plncea,  it  required  at  times, 
during  this  part  of  the  journey,  the  whole  eight  bearers  to 
)c«ep  the  palnnqian  upright,  and  to  prevent  the  whole  of  ua 
from  being  precipitated  down  the  steep  declivity  before  us,  or 
over  the  precipice  on  uur  aide, 

I  hod  walkeil  over  two  hollows,  hod  Ascended  and  descended 
two  of  the  highest  ridges  we  had  passed  during  the  Jay,  and 
had  seen  much  that  was  new  amongst  the  veget^ible  produc- 
tions of  the  country.  There  were,  however,  only  few  orchids, 
but  amongst  them  was  an  aagTsecum  new  to  me,  with  bright 
yellow  flowera.  I  obtained  one  or  two  gpecimena,  which  I 
gave  to  a  young  chief,  wlio  conuidemtely  offered  to  carry 
them  for  me;  but  wlien  we  reached  the  end  of  the  journey  I 
found  that,  deeming  them  of  no  particular  value,  he  had  thrown 
them  away  on  the  road.  I  Baw  a  number  of  ferns  and  lyoo- 
podinmjB  in  the  hollows,  but  ouly  obtained  one  or  two  fronds  of 
a  6pecie9  Bomewbat  resembling  Adiwitmn  tvapezifomie.  1 
noticed  some  beautiful  small  variegated  plants  growing  in  tlie 
damp  placea  at  the  roote  of  the  forest  trees,  beaiing  claret* 
coloured  leaves,  veined  with  gold,  like  those  of  echites,  though 
the  plant  waa  not  shrubby. 

As  we  arrived  at  our  halting-place  rather  early,  and  the 
weather  waa  fair,  I  couEd  not  refrain  from  going  into  the  adjn^ 
cent  dells  in  search  of  plants.  A  speciea  of  justlcia  covered 
much  of  the  ground,  which  greatly  reaerabled  one  uf  the  kinds 
cultivated  in  England,  though  the  flower  was  Raarcely  so  goo<i. 
The  only  rarities  I  met  with  waa  a  new  lycopodium,  some- 
what resembling  L.  U/rfibi'oam^if  but  larger,  and  a  pretty 
creeping  fern. 

In  paaaiiig  over  a  part  of  the  countxy,  where  the  gigantio 
heath  was  abundant,  I  observed  before  me  a  large  heap,  as 
much  as  one  or  two  cart  loads,  of  withered  branches  lying  in 
the  middle  of  the  way,  and  I  noticed  that  each  of  the  bearers, 
as  he  approached  tlie  place,  plucked  a  large  branch,  or  pulled 
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up  a  plant  of  the  heath,  and  uttering,  apparently  in  n.  langh- 
ing  manner,  a  few  words,  cast  the  brancLes  on  the  pile  as  he 
posRed  by.  A  number  of  bamboos  were  fiied  in  the  ground 
round  about,  t-o  which  slireds  or  pieces  of  foreign  cloth  were 
attached.  On  inquiring  what  the  heap  was,  T  was  told  it  was 
tlie  accumulated  offerings  of  travellers,  and  that  my  men  had 
thrown  their  own  pieces  on  the  heap  to  insure  a  safe  journey 
to  the  paj-ty.  In  other  parts  of  the  journey  I  passed  apots  re- 
garded with  superstitious  feelings  by  the  natives,  and  where  I 
was  told  offerings  were  occasionally  presented. 

There  is  generally  a  wide  open  space  in  the  centre  of 
every  village  of  any  size ;  and  in  the  space  in  front  of  my 
house  here  there  were  several  pieces  of  wood  about  nine  feet 
high,  cut  smcMith  and  square  at  the  base,  but  spreading  iato 
two  or  three  branches  at  about  five  feet  from  the  ground, 
and  gradually  tapering  to  a  point.  These,  I  was  toM,  were 
objects  of  worship,  —  in  fact,  the  idols  of  the  vill^e*  They 
seemed  to  have  been  shaped  and  smoothed  with  care,  but 
were  now  in  a  state  of  decay.  In  the  same  place  was  a  large 
baealtic  etone  of  a  prismatic  form  standing  five  feet  out  of  the 
ground,  and  near  it  a  smooth  round  stone  of  the  same  suIj- 
fitance,  and  about  the  size  of  a  man's  head.  My  informant, 
alluding  to  the  language  of  the  prophet  about  praying  to  the 
■  rock,  told  me  that  prayers,  at  certain  times,  were  offered  to  the 
tall  stone,  and  blood  sprinkled  and  fat  burned  upon  the 
other.  I  ha<l  observed  similar  atones,  sometiraes  enclosed  by 
a  wooden  fence,  in  naore  than  one  of  the  villages  at  which  we 
had  halted,  but  knowing  that  the  atlherenta  to  the  supersti- 
tions of  the  countiy  were  exceedingly  sensitive  on  the  subject, 
and  averse  to  all  inquiry  or  questioning,  especially  by 
forei^ers,  afi  well  as  jealous  of  anything  that  might  weaken 
the  influence  of  their  imagined  objects  of  fear  and  worship 
upon  the  minds  of  the  natives,  I  had  generally  abstained 
from  all  remarks  on  the  subject  to  the  people  oruund. 
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BeAOif  cf  the  Mountain  Scenery.  —  Mode  of  eAtch'aig  a  BulIuek..^CharmB 
agaiitHt  evil  Drcanii.  —  T<;mb  or  »  Chief.  —  Wtcpiug-Ptiwe  of  tin;  Hovaa.  ^- 
Bcantifiil  Forms  of  growth  of  the  fianiboo,  —  Wild  Cflttlc  and  wilJ  Boars. 

—  Former  hontJiig  Exconious  in  MftdagtuwAr.  —  FfigEiCfd  RoaJb.  —  The 
great  ForeKt  uf  AlaioBzootra. — Mag7iicuc3<>  vf  the  Trees,  beauty  of  the  Flowers, 
And  rnrity  of  the  Ferns. — The  Ferry  of  Miringoro.  ^ — Militnrj-  I^iilule. — 
FricEtds  from  the  CapJmL —  Breiikfaat  with  a  JIova  Family. —  Prince  Ranrnn- 
ja'a  Village.  —  Sftlutation  of  liu  aged  Nurse.  —  I'rescTitE  from  h»  Tenantry. 

—  Extent  nnd  lieautyof  tlie  Valluy  of  Atigava — Hin;  muunlain  Pass  nnJ 
Fortress.  -  Village  Market--  IxKiisia  cAught  and  jircwrvenl  for  food. — Iloaiwa 
of  Ankovn, —  FirBtnlphtin  a,  Hcvn  Villapc,  —  Dupredtitions  of  the  Bolsaud 
Mice— The  CcuJal- loo  king  ViUaguaf  Ainljatoinanga,— AticomniodaliunaaJid 
Xod^ng,  —  Friends  ham  the  CnpicaJ.  —  Torobs  of  the  Hovaa.  —  Interior  of 
the  Hoow  at  Amborpo- — Nacive  Silk-weaving. 


On  the  mommg  of  the  15th  of  AiigiiHt,  we  were  stirring  by 
daylight,  and,  in  descending  Irom  the  village  of  Mahela, 
crossed  the  Farinibnngyj,  a  river  between  twenty  and  thirty 
yards  wide,  and  along  the  banks  of  which  we  had  travelled 
on  the  previous  day.  Ascending  the  hill,  on  the  opposite 
side,  we  purs\ied  our  way  along  tlie  ridges  of  the  hills.  I 
walked  up  a  steep  aecent,  and  was  tempted  to  prolong  my 
walk  for  a  mile  or  two.  From  the  sumrait  of  one  of  the 
ridgee  that  we  crossed,  I  obtained  a  view  of  the  se-a,  off 
Tfttnatave,  and  stretching  away  to  tlie  southward  of  Hi- 
Tondro.  Tlie  well-defined  line  of  the  distant  horizon,  which 
the  ocean  formed,  was  very  distinct,  as  seen  above  the  tops 
of  the  intervening  ranges  of  mountains  which  we  had 
crossed ;  and  the  elevation  of  our  proHent  rtjute  muat  have 
been  considerable,  as  we  must  have  lj«en  nearly  a  hundred 
niileB  from  the  sea. 

The  morning  was  clear,  and  the  prospect  wide  and  beau- 
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tiful.  In  Bome  directions  were  seen  the  hollows  of  the 
nearest  vaUeys,  Mith  the  grass  houses  composing  their  strag- 
gling villagefi,  having  the  gardens  and  rice-groirads  of  the 
uativee  around  them.  Beyond  these  the  marshes  or  swanipa 
appeared  in  several  phioes,  together  with  cattle  feeding  on  the 
higher  ground  :  the  sides  of  the  hills  were  clothed  with  wood, 
imd  the  tops  of  the  mountains  apparently  composed  of  masses 
of  granite.  In  other  directiouHi  a  dense  white  cloud,  or 
vapour,  stretched  serosa  the  valleys,  concealing  all  they  con- 
tained, and  only  leaving  visible  the  sunjinits  of  the  lyftier 
mountains,  \'egetation  was  still  abundant^  though  not  so 
luxuriant  as  in  the  region  over  which  we  had  travelled.  The 
soil,  as  seen  on  the  hauks  of  the  riversj  or  by  the  steep  and 
freshly  broken  sidea  of  the  ravines,  waa  of  yellow  or  pink 
clay,  with  fragments  of  quarta  intermingled  to  a  great  depth. 
About  nine  o'clock  we  reached  Ampa-sirabe,  one  of  the 
government  post  stationti.  liefore  I  hnxl  finished  my  break- 
fast, a  good  fat  bullock  was  driven  neai'  the  d()or.  A  chief 
came,  and,  pointing  to  the  animal,  told  me  it  waa  &  present 
which  he  had  been  directed  t<y  make  to  me,  from  Raiuibehc- 
vitra,  the  chief  at  Tamatave ;  1  gratefully  acknowledged  the 
present,  and  then  told  Izaro  to  have  it  slaughtered  for  tbo 
men.  Off  the  men  went,  without  needing  another  word, 
surrounded  the  animal,  and,  after  chasing  and  dodging  fof 
some  time,  with  one  or  two  ineffectual  attempts  to  hold  it  by 
the  homa  and  the  tail,  a  number  of  them  seized  and  threw  it 
down  by  main  force,  aud  then,  fasteuing  topes  to  its  bortia 
and  legs*  led  it  to  the  place  of  fllaughter.  It  was  soon  killed 
and  cut  up,  each  pctrtion  being  diRtrihut«d  with  the  skin  onj 
for,  excepting  at  Tamatavo,  where  the  ekin  eells  for  a  dollar 
in  the  market,  they  never  tliink  of  skinning  their  bullocks, 
and  frequently  ciHjk  their  beef  with  the  skin  on  it.  Piecea  of 
skin  cut  up,  mixed  with  fat,  and  hoileil  till  it  furma  a  kind 
of  jelly,  is  sfiid  to  be  a  favourite  dish,     A  piece  of  the  riba 
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with  tlie  skin  on,  was  brought  as  my  sliare.  It  is  astonisiiiug 
what  excitement  the  killiug  of  a  bullock  produces.  The 
men  are  an  busy  as  bees,  aud,  ou  each  of  these  joyful  oo- 
ca^ioQS,  1  had  r^isoa  to  expect  that  Dothiug  but  cookLn;^ 
would  be  done  for  the  rest  of  the  day.  Wtile  rt^ting  here, 
one  of  the  chiefs  cautioned  me  agamst  walking  so  much,  es- 
pecially in  the  woods,  a&  the  fatigue  of  walking,  added  to  the 
damp  of  the  forest,  would  be  very  likely  to  produce  fever. 

VillcQ  the  bearere  gathered  around  my  door  on  the  follow- 
ing moruing,  I  noticed  that  a  number  of  Ihem  had  eputa  of 
white  clay,  like  painty  upon  the  check  or  forehead,  and  under 
the  ear,  and  one  or  two  had  a  white  circle  round  the  eye.  X 
had  noticed  the  mme  onw  or  twice  before  upon  the  face  of 
one  of  the  chiefsi,  as  well  as  others  of  our  party ;  and,  on  in^ 
quiring  the  Cause,  I  was  told  that  the  mark  round  the  eye 
was  a  medicinal  application,  but  that  the  others  were  put  on 
u  a  sort  of  charm,  to  avert  the  evi}  apprehended  after  the 
unpleasant  dr^f^ia  of  the  past  night.  I  oould  not  help 
thinking  that  the  quantity  of  beef  tliey  bad  eaten,  after  the 
alaugbtering  of  the  ox  on  the  previous  day,  had  probably  more 
to  do  with  their  dreams  than  either  witchcraft  or  evil  spirits. 

On  leaving  the  village,  we  abounded  and  kept  chiefly  along 
the  lateral  bills  which  extend  from  the  sides  of  the  high 
mountain  ranges,,  running  north  and  south  along  this  "part 
of  the  island. 

Near  one  of  the  villag>ea,  we  poned  the  newly-made  grave 
of  a  Hova  chiai.  It  consiated  of  a  epace  thirty  feet  atpiare, 
encloseil  by  stone  walla  four  or  five  feet  high.  The  inside 
watt  tilled  with  earth  to  the  level  of  the  top  of  the  walla,  and 
had  a  smaller  stone  ^riicture  standing  lu  the  centre.  Tlie 
grave  stood  upon  the  summit  of  a  circular  hill  overlooking 
the  village,  and  surrounded  by  an  amphitheatre  of  wooded 
mountains.  There  was  Bomelhlng  peculiarly  ailecting  to  me 
in  the  solitude  aud  luveliueaa  of  the  epot  which  the  chief, 
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pT(ilnil>ly  ll'ip  proprietor  of  tlie  villii^e  helow,  hftd  selectefl  for 
his  last  resting-pliire.  The  HnvachietB  manifest  coHsick'ntble 
aolicituck'  tilHJiit  their  graves;  and  I  waa  tokl  that  one  of  the 
chief  officers  who  died  lately  at  the  oapitAl,  requeated  of  his 
Bons,  shortly  hefore  Ins  death,  that  after  his  interment  they 
would  occaaionally  riimove  the  large  stone  alab  that  would 
form  the  door  of  hie  sepulchre,  and  let  tiie  snn  shine  in  upon 
him. 

During  the  ntortiing  I  walked  a  considerable  distaace, 
tlioiigh  the  ground  was  wet,  and  much  of  our  way  through 
the  forest  which  covered  the  summit  of  the  hill.  Once  or 
twice  in  the  intervale  of  open  country,  when  the  horizou  was 
clear,  we  again  obtaiuMl  a  view  of  the  distant  ocean.  The 
view  from  one  of  these  summits  was  extensive,  varied,  and 
exceedingly  beautiful;  but,  at  the  eame  time,  deeply  affecting, 
from  the  mournful  agaociationB  with  the  past  with  which  it 
waa  connected.  To  the  west,  or  before  ub  as  we  were  as- 
cending, were  the  lofty  wooded  rldgesi  which»we  yet  had  to 
clinib,  and  beyond  the  flummits  of  these  mouQtains  the  borders 
of  Imerifjo.  To  the  eaat  waa  the  wooded  and  partly  cultivated 
valley  immediately  below  us  ;  and,  stretching  to  the  north  and 
the  suuth,  and  on  the  opposite  sides  of  this  valley,  the  de- 
scending ridges  of  tlie  mountain  rangea  over  which  we  had 
passed,  diversified  with  rock,  and  herlij^e,  and  forest;  while 
beyond  these,  in  the  far  distance,  swept  the  dim,  dark,  but  yet 
well-defined  hne  of  the  wide  waters  of  the  ocean.  This  spot, 
surroumled  tm  it  is  by  HC3eu^  of  vastnewt,  grandeur,  and  i)eftuty, 

called  "The  Weeping-place  of  the  Hovas;"  a  name  of 
fnst  and  mournful  import,  connected  with  the  miseries  of  the 
slave  trade,  which,  by  virtue  of  a  treaty  between  this  country 
and  England,  was  abolished  in  the  year  1817.  It  has  been 
ealculat(T-d  thfit.  previous  to  this  perioil,  between  three  and 
four  thousand  unhappy  beinga  were  exported  annually  afl 
slaves.     Great  nuxnberd  of  these  tiarae  from  the  capilal,  where 
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tbey  Tvere  collected  from  more  remote  provincee,  wad  sold, 
to  fisictors  or  dealers,  who  resorted  thither  for  the  purpose 
of  purchasing  and  conducting  them  to  the  coast.  It  was 
at  ibis  place  that  the  manacled  and  goaded  slave,  forced  from 
home  and  country,  and  all  that  makes  life  dear,  obtained 
hia  first  view  of  the  sea,  across  which  he  was  to  be  carried 
to  a  land  of  unknown  hardi^hips,  miserr,  and  death ;  and 
when  he  reached  this  spot,  his  eye  had  rested  also,  for  the 
last  time,  on  the  lofty  summits  of  the  mountainB  of  his  be- 
loved Imerina.  We  do  not  wonder  at  such  a  spot  bemg 
called  "The  Weeping-place  of  the  Hovas."  The  treaty  for 
the  abolition  of  the  trade  in  slaves,  formed  in  1817,.  wm 
faithfully  observed  by  Radama,  who  even  put  some  of  his 
own  relatives  to  death  fur  not  regarding  it;  hut  it  was  vio- 
Iftteil,  durinj^  the  ab.^ence  of  8ir  U.  P'arqnhar  on  a  visit  to 
England,  by  General  Hall,  who  was  acting  governor  at  Mau- 
ritius at  the  time,  and  restored  the  traffic  in  slavea.  In 
1820,  when  the  British  agent  who  was  sent  to  renew  the 
treaty,  and  the  miaeionary,  were  on  their  wiiy  to  tlie  ca- 
pital, and  just  an  the  outskirts  of  the  great  forest  before  iie, 
they  met  about  a  thousand  slaves  going  from  Imerina  to 
the  coatt,  each  one  chained  by  a  ring  of  iron  round  the  wrist, 
and  bearing  a  heavy  burden. 

As  we  continued  our  journey,  the  vegetation  of  the  country 
around  us  became  entirely  changed.  The  rofia  palm  was 
no  longer  seen.  The  travellers'  tree  waa  Btuuted  and  acarce  ; 
but  the  base  of  the  hills  and  the  valleys  were  covered  with 
the  bambon,  which  was  far  more  abundant  than  during  any 
former  part  of  the  jniirney.  There  were  at  leaat  four  di^itinct 
varieties  :  one  a  large  growmg  kind,  erect  nearly  to  the  point ; 
a  second  smaller,  seldom  rising  much  above  twenty  feet  in 
height,  bushy  at  the  base,  and  gracefully  bending  down  ita 
tapering  point,  A  third  kind  rose  in  single  cane,  almost 
without  a  leaf,  to  the  height  of  thirty  feet  or  more ;  or,  bending 
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over,  font3(Kl  !i  perfectly  circular  arch.  I  nlso  saw  a  bam- 
Ihmi  growing  OS  a  creeper,  with  small  abort  joiuttd  featliored 
v?ith  slender  leafy  braachee  nX  every  joint,  and  stretcbiug  in 
festooua  from  tree  to  tree  along  the  side  of  the  roiul,  or 
hanging  suspended  in  single  Hues  fruiii  a  projecting  branch, 
and  swinging  gently  with  the  passing  breeae.  The  appear- 
ance of  the  baniboo  when  growing  is  exceedingly  graoefuL 
Sometimes  the  cjiuefl,  as  thick  ae  a  mau's  arm  at  the  base, 
rise  forty  or  fifty  feet  high,  fringed  at  the  joints,  wLleli  are 
two  or  three  feet  apart,  with  short  branches  of  long,  lance- 
ahaped  leaves.  The  smaller  kinds,  whieh  aboiind  most  in 
this  region,  are  still  more  ele^nt;  and  the  waving  of  tbe 
caoeSj  with  their  attenuated,  but  feathery-looking  points, 
bending  down  like  a  plume,  and  the  tremulous  quivering;, 
even  Ln  tbe  slightest  breeze,  of  their  long,  slender  leaveti, 
present  ever-varying  aspects  of  beauty;  and,  conibiutd  with 
the  bright  greea  colour  of  the  bamboo  cane  and  leaf,  iiupail 
an  indescribable  charm  to  the  entii'e  landscape. 

I  ha<i  seen  in  South  Africa  piitchea  of  }>amboo,  which  were 
Baid  bn  yield  considprable  profit  t-o  their  owners,  by  furnishing 
handlea  for  the  whips  with  which  the  African  waggon-driver 
keeps  his  long  t-eam  of  oxen  in  ortjen  But  handles  for  tbe 
whips  of  all  tbe  waggon -drivers  upon  earth,  and  rods  for  oil 
the  anglers  in  the  world,  might  be  taken  from  the  regions 
through  which  we  were  pasaing  without  being  misaed.  The 
fences  in  this  port  of  the  country  are  formed  with  the  bamboo, 
and  the  walls,  and  even  the  floors,  of  the  generality  of  houses 
are  of  the  Paine  material.  The  roofa  of  these  honee-s  are 
covered  with  grass. 

Our  road  was  now  steep,  rugged,  slippery,  and  more  diffi- 
cult than  any  we  bad  before  passed  over,  and  it  was  noou 
befnre  we  reached  Marozivongy,  a  email  village  situated  in  a 
hollow,  where  we  halted  for  breakfast.  The  people  were 
hospitable.     The  miatresB  of  the  house  at  which  wc  Btoppod 
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preaented  me  with  a  Limoh  of  native  bananas,  reniarkalfly 
fiue  fruit.  Each  banana  was  nearly  eigliteen  inoht^B  long,  and 
curled  like  a  biUIcMik's  horn.  The  only  cooking-place  was  the 
houee  in  which  I  sat.  The  fuel  was  wet,  and  the  grass  roof 
not  admitting  the  escape  of  the  smoke,  the  atmo^here  proved 
exceedingly  painful  to  my  eyes.  1  tried  tu  etand  out  of  doors 
when  lE  did  not  raizi,,  but  there  was  only  a  yjud  or  two  that 
waB  not  some  inches  deep  in  water  and  clay,  worked  up  into 
Btiff  mud  by  the  passing  to  and  fro  of  the  people  and  the 
cattle.  The  inhabitants  of  the  villc^es  do  not  eeem  to  have 
advanced  in  civilisation  ao  far  as  di-aiiiage;  and  from  the 
state  of  the  NTJlagea  themselves,  as  well  as  the  swampy  wet 
grounds  around,  they  seemed  as  unhealthy  places  as  it  was 
possible  to  imagine. 

After  a  couple  of  hours'  rest,  and  many  expressions  of  kind- 
ness from  the  people,  we  resumed  our  joumey.  (jrent  part 
of  the  way  was  through  a  thick  forest,  over  steep  and  ulippery 
path^  and  througli  narrow  pafisea,  along  whicli  it  seemed  im- 
possible to  carry  a  paliinqiiin  ;  while  tho  heavy  rain  which  fell 
during  great  part  of  the  time,  rendered  our  progiess  still  more 
difScuU,  Dnnng  thia  afternoon's  journey  we  croHscd  four 
rivers  swollen  with  the  rain ;  aud  aljout  five  ©''clock  re^ehed 
Beforana,  a  tolerably  large  villi^e,  situated  in  a  swampy 
hollow,  aurrounded  by  woody  hills.  My  cpiartets  were  not 
uncomfortable,  bnt  I  felt  shivery  and  cold.  The  chiefs 
brought  in  the  customary  present,  and  shortly  afterwards  the 
owner  of  the  house  came,  accompanied  by  his  wife  and  chil- 
dren, bringing  a  small  basket  of  very  white  rice,  with  a  duck 
and  a  fowl,  a.«i  a  present.  He  said  Messrs.  Johns,  and  others, 
bi«l  always  stopped  at  his  house  when  travelling  to  and  from 
the  capital;  that  He  was  glad  to  aee  me  there,  and  had 
brought  the  small  present  as  a  token  of  his  good  will.  I 
thanked  the  kind  family  for  their  present,  and  expressed  my 
deep  senae  of  the  hospitality  manifested  in  eveiy  place.    After 
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they  had  retired,  I  found  my  liearers  somewhat  fatigHed  and 
wishing  to  halt  here  for  a  day  before  penetrating  the  great 
forest;  and  thoagh  I  was  anxious  to  get  beyond  the  region  of 
fever  ns  fioon  as  possible,  yet,  u8  the  next  day  was  Simday,  1 
was  glad  to  arrange  that  it  should  be  a  day  of  rest. 

Although  nay  palanquin  had  been  placed  near  the  fire  at 
which  my  supper  was  cooked,  it  was  not  dry  when  I  retired 
to  rest,  I  did  not^  however^  apprehend  any  inconveaience,  aa 
it  had  before  been  hung  up  while  wetj  but  I  awoke  in  the 
night  in  a  state  of  great  beat  and  pain,  iu  consequence  of 
whifb,  I  kept  closLly  in  the  houae  during  the  whole  of  the 
following  day. 

The  morning  of  Monday  was  fine,  and  being  anxious  tty 
proceed,  we  started  early.  While  the  bearers  were  preparing 
the  packages,  my  attention  was  attracted  by  a  number  of  men 
with  ^ears,  wlio  were  chasing  a  large  black  hog  past  tlie 
Tillage;  and  on  inquiry  I  was  informed  that  it  vrm  a  stray 
bogj  probably  from  the  (uljacent  woods.  In  some  of  the 
vlllagea,  and  even  districts,  hogs  are  prohibited  by  the  gn- 
Ternment,  at  the  instance  of  the  diviners  or  idol  keepers,  who 
aasert  that  these  and  other  animals  are  peculiarly  obnoxious 
to  the  idols,  which  are  to  some  extent  regarded  as  the  tute- 
lary divinities  of  the  place.  UHiether  it  was  on  this  account, 
or  merely  for  the  sport,  I  did  not  flKertain,  but  the  appear- 
ance of  the  animjil  produced  great  excitement  in  the  village. 

Wild  boars  exist  in  considerable  numbers  in  the  foresta. 
According  to  the  descriptions  of  them  given  by  the  natives, 
they  are  different  animals  from  the  doraeflticateti  hog,  and  are 
called  by  a  different  nanie ;  kisoa  being  the  name  of  the  hog, 
but  the  wild  boar  is  called  lumbo.  They  are  said  to  have 
tusks  or  boms  growing  under  the  eyes,  probably  the  callous 
p rot ul>e ranees  of  the  Sua  larvatus  of  Cuvier,  which  inhabits 
parts  of  the  adjacent  continent  of  Africa.  It  would  seem  as 
if  the  wild  boar  had  at  former  perit^ds  existed  in  considerable 
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numbers,  and  in  all  parts  of  the  island,  as  one  of  the  few 
names  by  whict  tlie  natives  designate  tlietr  whole  country 
is  Nosindambo,  literally,  island  of  wikl  boars.  They  are 
often  chaBed  and  killed  by  the  natives.  Part  of  a  wild  Loar 
had  not  been  an  unfrequent  dish  at  the  tables  of  the 
foreign  resident  at  Tamatave,  at  whose  bospitahle  board  I 
was  a  guest  during  mucb  of  the  time  that  I  resided  there, 
The  hnntiflg  of  the  wild  boar,  aa  well  on  of  the  wild  cattle 
which  roam  in  large  herds  over  the  uninhabited  parts  of  the 
country,  has  been  a  favourite  pursuit  with  the  Niuirudg  of 
Moilagascar  from  very  early  times.  The  crocodile  la  reported 
to  have  been  the  game  of  the  Vazimba,  or  earliest  inhabitatita 
of  the  country.  At  the  time  when  Dniry  resided  on  the 
iwland,  viz.  150  years  ago,  hunting  the  wild  cattle  and  wild 
boars  vfas  the  occai^ional  occupation  and  amusement  of  the 
daring  and  adventurous  chiefs  of  that  part  of  the  islsmd  in 
which  he  resided,  and,  as  the  spear  was  the  weapon  chiefly 
employedj  the  sport  was  far  more  exciting  and  perilous  than 
it  has  been  of  later  times,  the  mere  act  of  slaughtering  the 
aniniala  being  the  least  excitiug  part  of  the  sport. 

The  lafce  king  Radama  occaftionally  hunted  the  wild  cattle 
Mtd  other  aoimaU;  but  bis  hunting  expeditions  were  more 
like  organisied  military  invafeione  of  the  tcrritoriea  of  these 
denizens  of  the  desert.,  than  ordinary  pursuits  of  the  chajse, 
and  the  numbers  killed  would  seem  to  have  aiirpasaed  even 
the  murderoLie  battues  of  German  sportsmen.  Radama  Bome- 
times  l&l  two  or  three  thousand  troops  t-o  the  cha'ie,  and, 
as  a  portion  of  these  carried  fire-arms,  the  slaughter  was 
immense*  In  an  account  whiuli  I  obtained  during  my  viait, 
of  one  of  these  hunting  expeditiona  to  a  region  about  100 
mileH  or  more  to  the  west  of  the  capital,  in  the  autumn  of 
1825,  the  writer,  a  native,  states —  "  And  the^e  are  the 
animals  we  obtained  in  the  end  of  September  and  beginning 
of  October — 
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We  were  only  ten  days  hunting  the  wild  oxen,  and,  when  the 
flesh  (of  the  oxen)  was  finiHhed,  we  hunted  the  wild  lioars  two 
days  only.  The  wild  fowl  we  took  all  in  one  day.  We  did 
not  shoot  the  fowls,  but  obtained  them  by  catching  them,  and 
striking  them  only.  The  wild  cattle  and  the  wild  boars  were 
killed  by  the  soldiers,  and  the  birds  were  caught  by  them. 
The  crocodiles  and  the  others,  viz.  the  fish,  the  turtles,  the 
monkeys,  and  the  hedgehogs,  were  caught  by  the  people, 
jarmera,  or  villagers."  Such  is  the  account,  written  from 
the  field,  which  one  of  the  huntsmen  gives  aa  the  result  of 
thirteen  days*  sport. 

The  immense  number  of  wild  cattle  slaughtered  in  ten 
days,  and  of  wild  boars  killed  in  two  days,  together  with  the 
number  of  birds  token  in  a  single  day,  show  that  the  game 
must  have  been   exceedingly  abundant.      There  docs  not 
I  appear  to  have  been  any  hunting  expeditions  for  a  number  of 

1  years  past.    The  chief  pursuits  of  the  kind  appear  to  have 

f  been  for  the  destruction  of  the  wild  hogs.     The  only  sport  in 

!  which  the  court  takes  port  at  the  present  time,  is  that  of  bull- 

fights at  the  capital. 

But,  leaving  the  natives  to  follow  the  large  hog,  which  had 

'  just  approached  the  outskirts  of  their  vill^e,  we  continued 

our  way,  the  sun  shining  brightly  as  we  mounted  the  high 

!  ground  to  the  east  of  the  village.     After  crossing  a  river,  we 
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travelled  on  tliroiagh  the  forest  for  about  four  Iiours,  wlien  we 
descended  to  Iribitra,  a  amall  wood-uutttfr's  statiuii,  conaiBting 
of  four  or  five  houses.  Here  we  hftlt«d  for  breakfast.,  and 
then  continued  our  journey  through  a  dense  forest  of  large 

id  ancient  treea,  enlivened  occasionally  by  tree  feme,  or  the 

raceful  areca  palms. 

The  road  here  wiia  frightful, ^ — the  soil  stififclay,  with  deep 
holes  of  mud  and  water.  Our  way  was  sometimes  covered 
with  water,  but  more  frequently  up  and  down  eteep  slippeiy 
ravint!R,  requiring  detoura  on  aecoimt  of  the  glgautic  trees 
which  had  fallen  across  the  track.  The  clayey  sidee  aud  rocky 
portioua  of  the  raviuea  were  soiuetimes  60  ateep  tliat  my 
position  was  almost  upright,  and  it  freqneutly  required  tea 
or  twelve  men  to  get  tlie  palanquin  up  and  down.  I  was  not 
well  enough  to  walkj  but  I  frequently  requested  the  bearers 
to  halt  and  reet,  which  they  did  once  or  twice,  when  1  got 
out,  and  they  sat  down  in  a  comparatively  level  spot,  for  about 
ten  minutes.  I  certainly  felt,  while  the  men  were  toiling  up 
the  rugged  ascent^  that  there  was  Rome  ground  for  the  late 
Radamfi'a  remark,  that  he  had  two  generals,  viz.  General 
Hazo,  forest,  and  General  Tazo,  fevni\  ia  whose  hands  he 
would  leave  any  invading  army, — for  an  army  could  make 
but  shjw  way  through  such  a  country  as  this.  I  coidd  also 
readily  imagine  why,  in  1816,  eome  of  Captain  Le  Sage'a 
men  should  have  thrown  themselves  on  the  ground,  dechuing 
they  would  die  rather  tlian  attempt  to  proceed  farther.  It 
would  require  more  than  a  lifetime  to  make  even  a  paasable 
road  through  this  region.  I  afterwards  made  a  rough  slcetch 
of  the  road,  and  photographetl  the  palanquin  and  betu-era 

We  were  yet  in  the  forest  when  the  eun  went  down, 
but  we  Btill  kept  on,  walking  along  the  course  of  a  fftream. 
Gleaming  lights  at  length  indieated  our  approach  to  the 
sleeping  place,  and,  in  answer  to  the  shouts  of  our  men, 
torchea  of  bamboo  cane  were  soon  afterwards  brought  to 
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show  us  the  way  out  of  the  river,  and  tdong  the  path  to  the 
houses.  I  entered  the  house  appropriated  to  our  use  about 
seven  in  the  evening,  having  been,  with  the  exception  of 
two  hours  occupied  by  our  breakfast^  on  the  shoulders  of 
my  bearers  ever  since  seven  in  the  morning ;  and,  had  they 
not  been  both  skilful  and  strong,  we  could  not  have  reached 
this  place  on  that  night.  One  of  the  chiefs  said,  if  I  had  any 
spirituous  liquor  with  me,  it  would  be  well  to  give  some  to 
each  of  the  bearers ;  and,  as  my  canteen  contained  a  bottle  of 
brandy,  which  I  found  no  occasion  to  use  myself,  I  felt  no 
hesitation  in  giving  a  glass  to  each  of  the  men. 

This  place  is  a  post  station  for  relays  of  messengers  for  the 
government,  as  well  as  a  wood  cutter's  village ;  and  the  chief, 
a  tall  Hova  officer,  soon  brought  a  present  of  rice,  sweet 
potatoes,  and  poultry,  with  a  large  supply  of  dry  fuel.  I 
acknowledged  his  kindness,  and  assured  him  that,  to  give  so 
hospitable  a  welcome  in  such  a  place  and  at  such  an  hour, 
was  indeed  treating  me  like  a  friend.  The  chief  part  of  the 
poultry,  together  with  the  rice  and  potatoes,  was  given  to  the 
men,  who  soon  cooked  their  supper,  and  stretched  themselves 
on  their  mats.  I  was  glad  to  sit  by  the  bright  blazing  firo 
while  my  own  supper  was  prepared,  and  afterwards  to  write 
up  my  journal  for  the  day  in  the  same  comfortable  place,  for 
the  nights  had  now  become  quite  cooL 

Fatigued  as  I  was,  my  mind  was  greatly  excited  by  the 
scenes  through  which  we  had  passed  during  the  day.  Ala- 
mazaotra  is  one  of  the  great  forests  of  the  island,  or  rather 
part  of  the  belt  of  forest,  which,  at  nearly  the  same  elevation, 
is  said  to  extend  through  the  chief  provinces  of  Madagascar. 
It  is  said  to  be  forty  miles  through ;  but  I  did  not  think  we 
hatl  travelled  more  than  twenty-five  miles  during  this  day. 
The  forest  appears  to  spread  over  the  most  unequal  ground, 
covering  mountain  ridges,  steep  precipices,  and  broad  or 
narrow  valleys.     Many  of  the  trees  are  of  stupendous  m^- 
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nitude.  upjiareutly  of  iiarci  wood  and  hIhw  growth,  excepting 
wjiiie  of  thf  doinljeyiiys,  which  were  magiiifict;u(.  trees.  1 
nntic«l  hut  few  orchids,  or  pjiruRiticiJ  plants  of  auy  kuid; 
but  creepers  were  abundarit.,  AinougBt  them,  Botue  aiagii- 
IftrJy  curious  liambooft,  f  )f  r^ne  kind  the  cane  wa«  almost  as 
small  n&  a.  quill,  with  a  circle  of  fine  atnall  hraiicheB  or  leiiAnBs 
around  e%'ery  joint,  the  joints  being  not  more  than  five  or  nix 
inchee  apart..  The  long  slender  caues  were  often  nine  or  teu 
feet  long,  hjin^piig  pendant  from  the  branches  of  the  trees, 
or  stretching  in  graceful  curves  from  tree  to  tree  along  the 
sides  of  tbe  rna.6.  I  saw  numbers  (^  a  species  of  medinilla, 
and  a  flower  very  much  like  a  Lopkoftpen/iuim softndmie^  but' 
pTowing  on  a  shrubby  jdant.  There  were  also  some  pretty 
I>uri)!e  flowered  orcIiiseH,  and  a  few  lycopodiums;  but  it  wns 
the  very  Eden  of  fema. 

Tree  ferns  here  exh]  hit  great  variety  of  furm  and  foliage, 
and  some  of  these  truly  niiignilioent  plants  were  visible  in 
every  part  nf  the  forest ;  while,  amongst,  the  dwarf  specie*!, 
new  ferns  were  continually  presenting  tJieniaelvea.  I  only 
obtainefl  a  few  fronds  of  Kome  that  were  nearest  Ut  the  path  ; 
and  it  wjis  bomettmes  quite  tantaiising  to  see,  jverhapa  half 
way  down  the  opposite  side  of  a  steep  clay-formed  ravine,  a 
group  of  ferns  exceedingly  beautiful,  and  apparently  new, 
but  quite  beyond  present  reach.  On  such  occneions,  I  found 
myself  invobmtarily  exclaiming,  "  Oh  you  beauties!  I  imint 
have  you  I  **  But  I  was  seldom  able  to  do  more  than  point 
them  out  to  a  youDg  chief  who  might  be  walking  by  my  side, 
and  request  him  ti3  mark  well  the  epot,  that  we  might  re- 
roember  it  on  our  return. 

Early  the  nest  morning  we  took  our  departure  from  the 
station  of  Alamazaotra,  and,  ascending  the  opposite  bank  of 
the  river>  again  entered  the  forest,  and  piu-sued  our  way 
through  the  same  sort  of  wood  for  about  an  hour,  when  we 
emerged  into  aa  open  grasey  ooimtry,  with  a  comparatively 
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leve]  path  windiog  round  the  base  of  the  hills.  The  bright 
KuuHhinc,  the  fresh  morning  breeze  sweeping  over  the  opea 
country,  hod  such  an  exliilarating  effect  upon  my  bearers, 
tliat  they  started  off  at  a  brisk,  and  almost  trotting  pace, 
singing  in  concert  as  they  travelled  along  for  a  considerable 
distance.  AVe  afterwards  passed  through  one  or  two  patches 
of  forest ;  and,  between  three  and  four  hours  from  the  time 
uf  starting,  halted  for  breakfast  at  Ampassapojyi  Here,  in 
addition  to  the  usual  presents  of  food,  the  wife  of  the  chi^ 
brought  me  a  basin  of  sweet  new  milk,  the  Hrst  I  had  tasted 
since  leaving  Tamatave.  I  made  her  what  I  hoped  was  a 
suitable  return,  as  indeed  I  always  endeavoiu'cd  to  do  for  the 
presents  so  kindly  offered. 

Setting  out  again  soon  after  noon,  we  travelled  nearly 
west  until  about  five  o'clock,  when  we  reached  Moramanga,  a 
vill^e  on  a  hill,  where  we  rested  for  the  night,  and  where  a 
bullock  was  purchased,  and  killed  for  the  bearers.  The 
ground  over  which  we  had  travelled  had  been  comparatively 
level,  the  soil  clayey,  covered  with  thick  coarse  grass,  the 
hills  flatter,  and  more  distant  from  each  other.  Many  por- 
tions of  the  country  were  gay  with  the  seva,  or  Buddlea 
Madagaacareneiey  covered  with  long  spikes  of  orange-coloured 
flowers.  I  also  met  with  a  fine  growing  fern,  which  I  at 
first  thought  was  new,  but  which  has  since  been  pronounced 
to  be  Osmuiida  rcgalWf  indigenous  in  our  own  country,  as 
Well  as  other  regions. 

The  aspect  of  the  country  to  the  eastward  of  Moramanga 
was  novel  and  interesting.  For  a  dozen  miles  or  more  the 
district  immediately  below  the  village  resembled  a  vast 
grassy  plain,  bounded  by  the  hills  of  Ankay,  and  beyond  them 
the  higher  mountain  ranges  of  Ankova,  appearing  not  with 
round  or  pointed  sawlike  summits,  like  the  distant  outline  of 
the  horizon  in  the  country  through  which  we  had  passed,  but 
in  long,  blue,  and  almost  level  ranges  of  land,  each  range 
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receding  further  away,  but  rising  higher,  and  presenting  only 
here  and  (here  a  small  conical  elevation. 

More  than  one  of  the  beArers  of  the  packages  had  been 
eeized  with  illness  during  the  journey ;  and  one  to  whom  I 
gave  some  medicincj  though  Ijetter,  was  unable  to  proceeth 
On  the  following  morning,  it  was  diacovereii  that  faur  others 
had  left  their  companions  during  the  night,  notwithstanding 
the  dietribution  of  the  bullock  and  the  promise  of  payment. 
Ijeaviiig  five  packages,  therefore,  to  be  sent  after  ue,  we 
stiirted  *;arly  across  a  fiut  country  covered  with  coarse  grass, 
and  passed  two  or  three  lalt^gieh  rivers,  choked  &t  the  sides 
with  ruBheii  and  weede.  Over  two  of  them  were  rude  bridgea. 
The  men  reu^arked  of  one  of  the  rivers,  on  which  I  noticed  a 
number  of  beautiful  water  lilies  iu  flower,  that  there  were 
plenty  of  crocodiles  there.  It  was  a  wide  muddy  river,  in 
great  part  ovei^rown  with  reeds. 

Between  ten  and  eleven  oVlock,  we  reached  Andakaua, 
where  there  is  a  ferry  acrosa  the  Mongoro,  a  smooth,  but 
rapid  river,  about  thirty  yards  wide.  I  was  much  surprised  at 
the  great  number,  both  of  men  and  women  that  crossed  tho 
river  during  the  time  we  halted  on  its  banks.  We  remained 
here  about  three  hoiu's,  and  were  then  ferried  over,  and  after 
ascending  for  a  considerable  time,  we  passed  along  an  elevated 
but  level  tract  of  country,  until  we  caioe  to  a  high  mountain 
range,  covered  with  wnnd.     On  reaching  the  summit  of  a  hill 

illed  Ifody,  we  obtained  a  view  as  exteneive  and  magniftcent 
\ju  the  country  had  yet  presented.  The  woods  and  mountain 
ranges  of  Ankay,  over  which  we  had  travelled,  were  spread 
out  behind  us  to  the  east ;  to  the  north,  the  country  of  the 
Antaianaka,  stretc^hing  away,  like  an  almoHt  unbroken  table 
land ;  to  the  south  was  the  moimtain  range  we  had  oroaged, 
and  the  province  of  the  BetaiJea,  hilly  and  broken:  ami 
before  us,  to  the  west,  the  coimtry  of  the  Bezauozaiio  and  the 
mountain  Angavo,  beyond  which  were  the  hills  of  Ankovn, 
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Having  rested  ourselve-s,  and  guzed  for  awhile  on  the  wide 
aiKl  varied  panorama,  we  deficended  the  hill,  tuid  shortly 
aiterwanls  reached  the  small  village  of  AndHKliuifcHiy.  Tliia 
I  ettppose  to  be  a  miJitftry  pimt,  for  two  Holdters,  one  earryinjj 
a  musket  with  a  bayonet  fixed  to  it,  the  ntlier  a  spear,  stood 
outride  the  door  of  the  house  before  which  my  Ijeorers  halted. 
The  soldiers  saluted  me  or  the  officer  by  whom  I  wm  accotn- 
panied.  The  one  wlio  carried  the  numket  gave  the  word  of 
eoiiimnnd,  whjcht  as  the  whole  was  so  sudden  and  uuex[iected, 
I  might  not  perhaps  heai'  distinctly;  hut  what  I  did  compre- 
hend seemed  like,  "  Rear  i-ank ;  take  open  oilier — present — 
fire  I  "  These  words  were  rather  utartling,  but  my  compaaion» 
uiaiiitained  the  utniowt  gravity. 

Wliile  waiting  here,  I  walked  oiit  to  sCiarch  for  plant.s  in 
some  of  the  spots  we  had  passed,  atid  returning  before  sunset, 
found  a  nice  clean  mat  spread  in  the  hon*je  I  wa-s  to  occupy. 

During  the  eveuinig,  half  a  dozen  frieuda  arrived  —  grave, 
dignided  men,  whom  I  had  never  seen  before,  but  with  some 
of  whom  1  had  re|>eatedly  corresponded.  The  one  who  came 
firat  brought  a  preseut  of  poultry  and  rice,  and  a  present 
from  the  prince,  bidding  me  welcome,  and  expressing  his 
pleasure  at  hearing  of  ray  approach  towards  the  capital;  the 
others  had  come  three  days'  journey  from  the  capit&l  to  con- 
vey to  me  the  greetings  of  their  friends  there.  Their  welcome 
was  indeetl  most  aflectlng.  They  had  much  to  relate,  am! 
much  to  ask,  and  I  was  glad  t«  assure  them  of  the  deep  affec- 
tion and  general  interest  felt  in  their  welfare  by  friends 
in  England.  We  united  in  the  expression  of  ourgrateful  feel- 
ings for  having  been  permitted  to  meet  each  other,  and  it 
was  late  before  we  parted— later  still  before  I  could  sleep. 

By  seven  the  nest  mtimtTig  we  resumeil  our  journey,  one  of 
my  friends  accompanyiug  us  in  his  imlauquin.  After  travelling 
about  an  hour,  a  chief  came  out  of  an  adjacent  bous^  and  ear- 
nestly solicited  me  to  go  in  to  see  a  sick  person.     I  had  fre- 
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t|UK»tly  given  medicine  to  the  bearers  during  the  journey  with 
good  effect,  and  their  rep<irt  of  thij^  liatl  perhaps  cauaed  the 
present  application.  On  entering  the  honiie,  I  found  a  young 
man  about  seventeen  years  of  age,  the  eon  of  the  tost,  suffering 
from  fever.  I  toM  them  I  bad  no  medicine  with  me,  but  if 
they  would  send  to  the  place  where  I  should  halt,  I  would 
give  them  8oine,  The  brother  of  the  sick  man  instantly  of- 
fered to  go  with  us,  but  before  we  departed,  they  eaid  their 
morning  meal  was  ready,  and  invited  us  to  partake  with  them. 
Not  wishing  to  decline  tlie  huKpilality  of  this  the  first  home  of 
frientla  I  had  come  to  visit,  I  wim  directed  to  a  trle-on  mat 
spread  out  on  one  aide  of  the  flooFj  the  frieuda  with  "whom  I  had 
[la-wed  the  previoiis  evening,  and  the  memberg  of  the  family 
sittinground.  The  covers  were  then  taken  off  the  large  earthen 
pots,  standing  ou  the  6re  near  the  centre  of  the  honae,  ajid 
the  hosts  helped  their  guests.  A  plat^e  of  nicely  boiled  rice 
iind  milk  proved  very  acceptable  to  me,  as  I  wasntill  far  from 
well.  The  rice  for  the  others  was  served  in  a  brightly  glazed 
earthen  vessel,  like  a  bowl  fixed  on  a  staiid.  On  tlie  top  of 
the  rice  the  meat  was  placed,  one  or  two  horn  spoons  were 
wlurk  in  the  rice,  which  wa«  then  placed  before  the  guestfl. 
The  house  waw  different  in  atrncture  aud  arrangement  from 
those  in  the  provinces  thrnngh  whiclk  I  had  passed.  It  waa 
smaller,  and  more  compactly  built  The  cracks  in  the  walls 
were  filleil  up  with  clay.  The  sleeping  places  were  better 
arranged.  The  water  was  not  brought  in  from  the  river,  and 
kept  in  bamboo  canea  six  or  seven  f<^et  long;  but  was  kept  id 
large  circular  earthen  jars,  holding  two  or  three  pailfuls 
each.  From  these  the  water  was  obtained  by  dipping  a  ladle 
formed  uf  the  brnad  end  of  a  horn  atta.ched  to  a  long  wooden 
handle.  I  conld  not  but  notice  the  Buperior  ueatnesH  and 
comfort  of  the  house,  and  the  cheerfulness  of  the  family. 

(Jn  resumijig  our  journey  we  travelled  over  «  broad  flat 
ffalley,  where  the  extensive  eoibftukments  for  rice  fields  spread 
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over  a  laxge  part  of  the  lower  ground ;  a  few  only  of  these  fields 
being  now  cultivated,  their  aspect  seemed  to  indicate  that 
the  population  had,  in  former  times,  been  much  larger  than 
at  present.  Our  road  led  us  towards  a  large  enclosure  formed 
by  walls  nine  or  ten  feet  high,  the  roof-shaped  top  of  the 
wall  being  armed  with  pointed  spikes,  firmly  cemented  in 
the  sun-hardened  clay  of  which  the  wall  was  composed,  and 
placed  within  a  few  inches  of  efich  other  around  the  whole 
enclosure.  As  the  gates  to  this  enclosure  were  open  we  passed 
through,  and  iu  the  centre  passed  by  a  large  and  well  built 
house  of  wood,  with  floors,  and  several  apartments;  while 
within  the  same  enclosure  I  noticed  a  number  of  inferior 
structures.  The  whole  was  in  good  preservation,  and  was 
altogether  the  most  feudal  or  aristocratic  looking  place  we 
had  met  with. 

Soon  after  leaving  the  enclosure  we  crossed  the  clear- 
flowing  river  Valala,  and  wound  our  way  through  plantations 
along  a  path  formed  on  the  side  of  steep  banks,  through  deep 
cuttings  in  clay,  and  by  large  blocks  of  granite,  to  one  of  the 
villages  of  Prince  Raraonja,  at  the  foot  of  Angavo  (lite- 
rally the  lofty),  a  high  massive  mountain  that  had  been  long 
in  sight.  This  was  the  first  fortified  village  we  had  entered. 
The  ditch  was  deep,  the  path  across  it  to  the  gateway  narrow. 
The  wall  or  fence  on  the  upper  side  of  the  ditch  was  termin- 
ated by  large  upright  stones;  and  the  gate  itself,  a  large 
slab  or  stone  which  it  would  require  a  number  of  men  to 
move,  stood  against  the  wall  just  within  the  gateway.  I 
passed  through  the  village  to  the  house  of  Ramonja,  a  well 
built  wooden  edifice  with  a  lofty  narrow  roof. 

As  soon  as  I  had  entered  the  house,  an  aged  woman,  tall, 
but  shrivelled  and  grey-headed,  rose  from  her  seat,  wid, 
stooping  as  she  moved,  came  towards  me,  bursting  into  the 
most  passionate  expressions  of  joy,  and  exclaiming — "Efa 
tonga!  efa  tonga  I  is  come,  is  come  I"  then  clasping  my  hand 
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between  both  her  own,  &he  continued,  *"  0  Bamonja,  Ea- 
tnonjal  how  happy  you  wiU  liel"  At  length,  when  she  had 
persuaded  me  to  be  seated,  she  squatted  down  on  the  mat, 
and,  gathering  her  lanoha  closely  round  her  shonldera,  B&t  for 
^me  time,  gazing  stedftUitly  at  me  in  eilence.  I  was  informed 
that  she  hod  been  Prince  fiamonja^a  nurse,  was  allowed  to 
call  hiin  her  child,  and  knoiving  the  pleaaiire  my  arrival 
woiUd  afford  Mm,  had  thus  given  vent  to  her  feelings. 

I  had  not  been  long  in  the  house  before  an  aide-de-camp 
from  the  capital  arrisetl  with  a  letter  from  the  Prince  Ra- 
inonja  himself,  expressiiifj,  iu  ttrinsi  of  rai3ch  affection,  the 
]tleaflure  which  the  nowB  of  my  approach  had  afforrled  him, 
and  informing  me  that  be  had  sent  in^ructious  that  a  bullock 
and  other  provisioua  should  be  presented  on  our  arrival  at 
Angavo.  I  had  much  pleasant  conversation  with  the  offiger 
who  brought  the  letter,  and  who  was,  in  personal  appearance, 
one  of  the  finest  men  I  had  seen. 

Between  one  and  two  o'clock  my  breakfast  waa  brought. 
Amongst  the  presents  I  had  received  on  the  previous  day 
were  some  fowls  which  hail  been  fed  in  a  manner  peculiar  to 
Madagascar^  The  bird  is  confined  in  a  hole,  or  a  close  sort  of 
basket,  and  fed  with  a  paste  made  of  rice  flour  (much  in  the 
same  way  that  turkeys  are  sometimes  crammed),  until  it  be- 
comes enomioualy  fat.  One  of  these  birds  had  been  cooked 
for  my  breakfast.,  and  was  almost  one  mass  of  fat.  The  layer 
of  fat  on  the  legs  and  some  other  parts  waa  a  full  inch  iti 
thicknest).  Fowls  thus  fed  are  said  to  fetch  a  high  price  in 
the  market,  and  to  be  esteemed  by  Malagafiy  epicures  as 
excsillent  eating. 

In  the  course  of  the  afternoon,  the  prince's  head  man  here, 
and  most  of  his  people,  came  and  requested  to  see  me.  On 
going  out,  I  found  my  friends,  and  the  cMefa  who  had 
travelled  with  me,  arranged  along  the  front  of  the  house, 
and  the  heaJ  man  of  the  village  and  his  friends  on  the  oppo- 
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site  side.  In  the  centre  had  been  placed  a  dozen  baskets  of 
rice,  with  several  of  manioc  and  sweet  potatoes,  and  two  large 
bundles  of  sugar  canes,  besides  poultry ;  and  a  tame  bullock, 
which  had  been  reposing  in  the  yard  all  the  morning,  stuiding 
near  them.  I  was  alxiut  to  take  my  place  amongst  my  fellow- 
travellers,  but  was  directed  to  stand  on  the  stone  step  of  the 
door.  The  chief  man,  who,  with  his  companions,  was  arrayed 
in  holiday  attire,  then  addresseil  me,  stating  how  much  plea- 
sure it  gave  them  to  see  me  there,  as  the  friend  of  the  prince 
and  the  prince  Rakotond  Radama,  and  be^ed  me  to  accept 
the  bullock,  and  Mie  other  provisions  before  me,  as  the  prince's 
gift.  I  expressed  my  deep  felt  gratitude  for  this  manifestation 
of  kindness,  and  the  people  retired. 

A^Tien  my  bearers  were  directed  U)  remove  the  provisions, 
there  was  a  general  scramble  for  the  sugar  canes ;  and  so  eager 
was  the  struggle,  that  few  secured  more  than  a  piece  of  a  cane. 
I  afterwards  expressed  my  regret  to  one  of  my  friends  that  so 
much  provision  should  have  been  given,  as  I  was  sure  my  men 
would  have  been  better  without  it.  But  he  advised  me  not  to 
say  so,  as  it  was  the  mode  of  testifying  pleasure  on  the  arrival 
of  a  guest  in  Madagascar,  and  would  be  painfid  to  the  parties 
by  whom  it  was  given.  Also  that  the  people  of  the  place 
would  be  pleased  by  my  receiving  it,  as  they  would  obtain  a 
portion  when  it  was  distributed.  I  afterwards  wrote  to  the 
secretary  of  the  government  at  the  capital,  to  the  prince  royal, 
as  the  queen's  son  is  usually  called,  and  to  Prince  Kamonja,  in- 
forming them  of  my  progress,  and  my  arrival  at  Angavo. 
One  of  my  beai'ers  came  t<p-day  to  have  a  tooth  drawn,  of  which 
I  soon  relieved  him,  and  he  returned  to  his  quarters.  The 
evening  was  passed  with  a  select  company  of  friends,  in  agree- 
able, and  to  me  deeply  affecting  conversation,  respecting  the 
perils  and  afflictions  of  the  times  that  were  past,  and  the  rest 
and  the  quiet  of  the  present. 

Soon  after  seven  the  next  morning,  we  took  leave  of  the 
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kind  frieiidd  with  whom  I  bad  held  such  pleaaant  intercourse, 
and  W'luitd  our  way  up  the  fertile  and  lovely  valley  of  Aiigavo, 
to  the  pass  in  the  niouutama  forming  its  western  boundary. 
The  first  objects  wliich  attracted  my  attention  after  leaving  the 
vllli^e  were  a  niiml>er  of  picturesque  tnmbSf  of  careful  ecu- 
:?tntction  and  cnnKiderable  extent  I  was  told  they  were  the 
resting-place^  oi'  Jiaiuutiju^s  ancestors, 

Theascent  upon  which  we  had  entered  was  long  and  gradual 
until  neAr  the  wuniniit,  hut  I  walked  nearly  all  the  way.  At 
different  elevation*;  we  passed  a  siicression  of  hamlets,  perched 
in  the  Uiost  picturesque  wpot^t,  often  on  points  uf  high  land 
prujecting  out  into  the  valley.  The  houses  were  all  well-built, 
with  clean  swept  court-yards  around  them.  At  one  which  we 
passed,  the  first  two-storied  house  I  had  noticed  aiuce  leaving 
Tamatave,  a  woman  was  looking  out  of  a  chamber  window;  at 
othera  the  inmates  of  the  house  seemed  to  he  fathered  toge- 
ther on  a  s<jrt  of  parapet  In  front  of  their  ilwelliogs,  In  order 
to  see  UK  pass.  I  fre^pieutly  halted  to  look  back  over  the  wide 
green  and  fertile  valley  we  bad  left  The  cattle  feeding  on  the 
Midea  of  the  billsj  the  rustic  villages  scattered  here  and  there 
along  it*  borders,  or  on  the  meky  promontories  Jutting  "iit  from 
the  mountain's  side,  the  gardens  and  rice  fielda  mapped  out 
below,  and  the  clear  cool  stream  windiug  its  way  along  the 
centre,  all  combined  to  form  an  extended  and  Iieautifiil 
scene,  probably  the  more  charmitig  because  seen  under  a 
cloudlestj  Mky,  and  tinged  with  the  bright  rays  of  the  murning 
sun. 

In  little  more  than  an  hour  we  reachetl  the  pass  near  the 
i^ummil  of  Augavo,  the  natural  fortress  of  the  province  of 
Aukay.  It  is  a  lofty  maKttive  granite  mountain,  capped  with 
clay,  and  having  steep  Inaccessible  sides.  The  small  portion 
of  le^el  land  on  the  mmimit  is  defended  by  a  euoceffiion  of 
deep  ditches,  extending  nearly  round  it,  and  cmntiuued,  one 
after  anotlier,  from  the  summit  tt>  the  edge  of  the  precipitous 
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sides.  Before  the  intriiduction  of  fire-arms,  it  luuat  have 
been  nlmoat  imprpgiiable.  It  was  defended  by  the  lawt  iude- 
peadent  chief  of  the  iJazanozano  ngainBt  I{adama,  who,  it 
Is  mid,  to(ik  it  chiefly  by  the  aid  of  fire-anns,  after  two  daya' 
fighting. 

The  descent,  od  tJie  western  side  of  the  pa^,  was  woody  and 
broken.  I  had  noticed  a  few  rare  plauts  on  the  eastern  side, 
especially  aomo  small  lilac-flowered  orcbisos,  and  the  sm&ll 
rieh,  bright  flowered  Enyho-rhla  Bojeti,  resembling  E.  frplen- 
tletiSf  but  with  smaller  and  deeper -eolourud  scarlet  flowers. 
On  the  westera  side  the  vegetation  waa  rich  and  new.  It  is 
here  that  the  finesit  species  of  ebony  produced  in  the  inland 
is  found-  I  saw  several  new  orchids,  and  obtained  a  few 
fronds  of  some  unknown  forma.  At  lengthy  after  crossing 
a  somewhat  rapid  stream,  completely  overaLadowed  by  trees 
of  liisuriant  foliage,  we  reached  the  open  euuutry,  cbamcter- 
ised  by  broad  level  tracts,  laid  out  in  rice  grounds,  much  of  it 
under  culture,  and  diversified  by  flat  rounded  hills. 

We  halted  at  a  reating-place  for  travellers.  These  resting- 
places,  of  which  we  passed  many  on  our  journey,  are  gene- 
rally  a  gv&s&y  kiso!],  at  a  distance  fironi  any  tree^  ailbrdiag  a 
wide  and  pleasing  prospect^  or  a  position  for  enjoying  a  cool 
refresLing  breeze.  The  multitudes  of  travellerB  who  reet  on 
the  grass  tend  to  keep  it  short  and  Kmootb;  and  quantities  of 
the  fibre  of  the  sugar-cane,  chewed  by  the  travellers  during 
their  restiug-time,  are  strewn  all  around.  Close  by  this 
place,  a  round  stone,  like  a  large  cannon-ball,  waa  lying  on 
the  ground,  and  two  small  stones  were  fixed  upriglit,  at  a 
disrtauce  of  some  yards  from  each  other.  My  bearers  and 
BOiue  others  of  the  par^f  instantly  repaired  to  the  spot  where 
thk  stone  was  lying,  and  those  who  were  able  took  up  the 
lEU^e  round  stone,  mid,  standing  near  one  stone,  endeavoured 
to  hurl  it  to  the  opposite  stone,  as  a  feat  of  strength.  After 
a  series  of  trials,  only  two  —  one  of  my  own  bearers,  and 
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one  of  a  party  travelling  with  ufs  —  were  able  to  cast  it  lo 
the  requiro<i  distance,  while  some  could  scarcely  lift  it. 
Wlien  tliey  had  iinishctl  their  sport,  we  resumed  otif 
journey,  and,  about  an  hour  before  noon,  reached  Ankara 
Madinika. 

Tliia  wa?  the  first  village  in  Ankova,  the  central  province 
of  the  island.  It  was  market  day,  jtud  a  number  of  men 
and  women  had  goodi",  viz.  rice  and  other  kinds  of  ^rain, 
roots,  vegetables,  poultry,  raw  cotton,  pet  birds  in  cages,  &c., 
spread  out  on  the  ground,  or  exposed  in  baskets,  by  the  side 
of  the  road,  a**  we  entered  the  village.  I  afterwards  walkod 
through  the  market^  asking  the  price  of  some  of  the  aiticles^ 
and  purchased  some  ready  cooked  sweet  potatoes  and  manioc, 
which  were  exceedingly  good.  The  houses  here  were  more 
substantially  built  than  those  we  had  passed,  but  dirty  inside. 
The  people  were  somewhat  fairer  than  those  in  the  lower 
provinces.  There  did  not  eecm  to  !«  much  traffic  in  the 
market,  though  a  considerable  number  of  people  had  come 
together. 

Food  already  cooked  is  generally  offered  for  eale  in  the 
Malagasy  markets,  but  the  only  kinds  of  cooked  food  which  I 
saw  were  manioc  and  sweet  potatnes,  wliicli  were  ajj'parenlly 
in  considerable  demand.  There  were  neither  fish,  nor  eggs, 
nor  locU[*t6*,  the  season  was  too  early  for  the  latter,  which 
generally  pas6  over  the  central  provinces  during  the  spring 
of  tlie  year,  and  cause  great  deatruction  among  the  fields  and 
gardens.  The  locusts  generally  fly  within  two  or  three  feet 
*^if  the  ground^  and,  as  soon  a«  their  approach  ia  perceived, 
the  people  rush  out,  and  with  great  clamour  endeavour  ti> 
strike  them  down,  or  enclose  them  In  their  lainlMis,  while  the 
women  and  children  gather  them  up  in  baskets  from  the 
gTOimd,  and  detach  their  legs  and  wings,  by  shaking  them  from 
one  end  to  the  other  of  a  long  eack,  in  the  same  way  that 
grocers  clean  their  raisins.     The  legs  and  wings  are  then 
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»nme,  persoii.s  ntt^nd  vnth  large  eaithea  jars  of  watery  which 
they  sell  in  .small  qnantiti&5  to  parties  who  may  be  thirsty 
while  iu  the  market;  while  others  cook  and  dispose  of  meat 
rwulj  dressed  to  those  who  may  lie  hiiogry.  OtJierw,  as  id  the 
market  here,  clisp>se  nf  cooked  iiiaeiioo  ftnd  |>otat<>L>s.  Tliere 
waa  part  of  a  hidlock,  cut  up  in  smiill  pieces,  for  sale  in  nne 
part  of  the  market  at  this  place.  The  Ktmplcs  of  rice  looked 
exceeihngly  good. 

Having  rested  a  couple  of  hmu-K,  we  jnunieyed  on.  and 
travelled  thn^iugh  a  country  of  low  hills  and  wide  valleys, 
comparativeiy  well  cultivat^^d,  aud  thickly  peopled*  The 
parte  of  the  country  not  under  cultivation  were  covered 
with  tJiick  grasf.  Immense  blocks  of  granite,  or  gneisa,  roue 
xip  in  different  directiona  above  the  surface  of  tiie  ground, 
and  the  sides  and  eimimits  of  the  mountjuus  often  exhibited 
a  large  extent  of  naketi  granite  rook.  As  we  advanced,  the 
houses  seemed  to  improve.  If  not  larger  than  those  to  the 
eastward,  they  were  better  built.  The  walls  were  of  mud  or 
clay,  with  doors  and  window-shutteTs  of  wood,  and  the  roofs 
covered  with  a  neat,  thick  thatching  of  graae.  They  were  aur- 
ronnded  by  fencei?,  and  sometimes  shaded  by  treeB,  with  en- 
closed gtwdeuH  or  fields  outside,  planted  with  different  kindfl 
of  produce.  This,  together  with  the  cattle  feeding  on  the 
plain,  often  gave  to  the  whole,  as  aeen  from  a  di.'^taiice,  the 
appearance  of  an  English  farm. 

After  crofldng  bLx  or  seven  swampy  streamy  where  the 
men  seemed  ranch  afraid  of  crocodiles  or  eerpents,  we  ap- 
proachfd  the  place  at  which  we  were  to  sleep.  It  was  an 
ancient  fortified  village,  standing  on  the  summit  of  a  hill, 
with  a  deep  ditch  or  fosse  outside,  the  entrance  being  by  a 
narrow  stone  gateway,  and  the  space  within  crowded  with 
houses.  Ttiese  were  so  irregularly  placed,  and  so  crowded 
together,  that  my  palanquin  could  scarcely  be  carried  along 
the  passages  between  the  houses  to  the  plaoe  where  I  was  to 
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lodge.  Here  I  was  most  affectionately  welcomed  by  a  number 
of  friends,  with  some  of  whom  I  had  had  much  pleasant  inter- 
course on  a  former  occasion,  at  Tamatave.  My  meeting  and 
intercourse  with  friends,  at  this  place,  was  deeply  affecting; 
and  the  accoimts  I  received  of  the  severe  afflictions  of  some, 
and  the  perils  of  others,  almost  deprived  me  of  sleep. 

We  were  stirring  early,  and  in  looking  over  the  village 
nothing  struck  me  as  more  surprising  than  the  narrow  and 
intricate  passages  between  the  houses,  and  from  one  part  to 
another.  Here  I  saw  for  the  first  time  two  pits  calletl  fahitra, 
in  which  oxen  are  confined  and  fattened.  The  pits,  which 
were  close  to  the  houses,  were  somewhat  larger  than  the 
animal,  and  a  little  deeper  than  the  top  of  his  horns.  Over 
one  of  these  a  covering  of  thatch  was  placed ;  and  the  food  of 
the  animals,  fresh  wet  grass,  was  placed  upon  a  ledge  cut  out 
of  the  clay  sides  of  the  pit,  in  a  rude  sort  of  rack. 

Very  early  in  my  journey  I  found  that  if  I  left  my  clothes 
by  my  bedside  at  night,  they  were  in  danger  of  being  devoured 
by  the  rats  and  mice  before  morning.  Cats  and  owls,  being 
considered  animals  of  ill-omen,  are  not  allowed  near  any  house; 
so  the  mts  and  mice  are  left  undisturbed,  and  have  it  all  their 
ovra  way.  I  had,  therefore,  been  under  the  necessity  of  putting 
all  my  clothes,  including  cap  and  great  coat,  into  a  bag,  and 
hanging  them  up  by  a  cord  to  one  of  the  rafters  of  the  house. 
But  one  night,  when  in  consequence  of  indisposition  I  had 
spread  my  great  coat  over  me  for  an  additional  blanket,  I 
found  in  the  morning  that  it  had  been  eaten  in  several  places. 
Even  the  silk  handkerchief  spread  over  my  head  bad  suffered 
considerably  during  the  night ;  but  this  morning  I  found  to 
my  great  distress  that  several  parts  of  a  manuscript  vocabulary 
which  I  kept  at  the  heatl  of  my  palanquin,  had  been  eaten  by 
the  rats.  For  the  future,  therefore,  I  never  ventured  to  leave 
any  book  exposed  by  night. 

We  left  the  village  about  seven  o'clock,  passing  out  by  the 
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narrow  gateway  between  two  bigh  unhewn  gmnite  stones,  and 
proceeding  by  a  aaxrow  path  over  the  ditch,  which  was  about 
eighteen  feet  deep,  and  four  or  six  feet  wide,  A  number  of 
peAcb  trees  growing  within  the  enclomire,  were  just  coroing 
into  bloom,  and  appeared  to  thrive  well.  A  little  euphorbia 
hedge,  growing  along  the  top  of  the  fence  inside  the  ditch, 
was  covered  with  the  richest  deep-eo loured  scarlet  flowers. 
The  grass  of  large  tracts  of  country  over  which  we  ha<J  passed, 
had  been  recently  burned  for  the  sake  of  securing  fresh  young 
grass  for  the  cattle,  and  long  lines  of  fire  were  occaKionally 
seen  travereing  the  plain  or  the  mountain  aidei^  leaving  nothing 
but  a  black  smoky  or  ashy  surface  behind  ifc. 

I  was  much  impressed  with  the  difference  between  the 
Lovas  and  the  inhabitanta  of  the  country  through  which  I 
passed,  a£  manifest  in  the  position  and  defences  of  their 
villages,  indicating  that  they  must  have  been  a  marauding 
»ort  of  peoplci  ever  hable  to  reprisals  from  other  tribes,  or 
else  constantly  etigagal  in  war  amongst  themselves.  Their 
villages  are  all  built  on  the  sumniits  of  hills,  enclosed  in  clay 
walls  of  varied  height  and  thicknees,  and  having  but  one 
narrow  and  difficult  entrance ;  being  besides  this  surrounded 
by  one  or  more  deep  ditches.  These  ditches  aroimd  the 
villages'  were  sometimes  extended  to  a  considerable  distance 
from  the  walls  enclosing  their  houses,  and  beyond  these  there 
were  deep  cuttings  acroas  any  rising  ground  leading  to  the 
village.  G-reat  skill  was  manifested  in  the  plan  of  these 
defenoesy  as  well  as  great  labour  in  their  completion.  In  no 
other  country,  perhaps^  have  the  villages  been  so  uniformly 
defended  by  this  species  of  fortification  ay  in  this  part  of 
Madagascar.  In  this  respect  their  defences  appeared  more 
elaborate  and  permanent  than  those  I  had  noticed  around  the 
Pas  of  New  Zealand,  or  the  mountain  fortresses  of  the  South 
Sea  Island.?  J  the  former,  though  generally  fixed  in  positions 
affording  greater  natural  security,  were  only  defended  by  a 
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strong  stockade ;  the  latter  by  ihit-k  atone  walls.  The  esteu- 
sive  introducitioii  of  fire-arms,  and  also  of  coiinou,  withiu  the 
last  forty  years,  has  rendered  tbese  fortifir-ations  useless,  aiid 
they  are  consec|uedtly  neglecti-il;  but  eo  loog  as  the  ouly 
weapons  of  attack  were  the  poiiitt^l  stick,  or  the  long  tharp 
iron-headed  spear,  they  must  have  afforded  considerable 
j^ecurity.  Their  chief  weapons  of  defence  at  that  time  were 
stones,  or  frag^rtxenls  of  mek,  which  were  hurled  at  the  assail- 
ants, or  rolled  dowD  Upon  thein  wiiileiu  the  fosse;  and  a^nitEt 
the  latter  the  hard-wooded  and  hide-bound  shields  of  the 
attacking  party  afforded  no  protection.  In  closer  conflict  both 
parties  used  the  spear,  which  is  the  national  weajinn  of  the 
Malagasy- 

The  iDorning  was  bright,  the  air  cool,  and  the  breeze  re- 
freshing, and  after  travelling  over  a  fine  open  country  covered 
with  thick  gra-ss,  we  approached  AmlMitomangu,  a  consfH- 
cnous  and  romantic  looking-  village.  It  was  in  full  view 
some  tune  before  we  reached  its  walls.  It  stood  upon  tbe 
summit  of  a  low  round  hill,  out;  side  of  which  was  formed  of 
jirecipitous  rock  rising  from  the  level  of  the  valley  to  a  height 
of  about  four  hundred  feet.  On  one  side  a  considerable 
stream  flowed  round  the  base  of  the  hill,  and  fnrni.shed  water 
for  extensive  plantations  of  rice  spread  far  over  the  bottom 
of  the  valley,  and  in  terraces  along  the  lower  sides  of  tie 
hilL^i  The  slope  of  the  hill,  and  part  of  the  adjacent  land, 
were  eaclosed,  and  planted  with  a  few  trees  and  vegetabb's. 
The  road,  crossing  a  bridge  of  stone  slabs,  led  up  to  a  narrow 
path  over  the  fo^e  t«  the  opening  in  the  walls  by  which  the 
village  was  aurromided,  and  which  were  in  good  preeervatiou. 
The  interior  was  not  so  crowdtil  vnth.  houses  as  many  of  the 
villages  in  the  coimtry^  and  I  noticed  clusters  of  trees  in 
several  places,  as  if  small  orchards  were  attached  to  some  of 
the  dwellings.  The  houses  were  all  built  after  the  llova 
style,  witli  high  narrow  roofa,  the  raftera  at  each  end  project- 
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ing  several  feet  beyond  their  junction  at  the  apex  of  the  roof, 
like  a  couple  of  brunches,  or  a  pair  of  straight  Ixoms. 

In  the  centre  of  these  honsea  was  that  of  the  chief,  which, 
from  being  the  firet  of  the  kind  I  had  seen,  appeared  all  the 
more  remarkable.  It  might-  be  about  sixty  feet  lon^,  and 
lialf  as  wide.  It  wa&  two  stories  high,  with  door  and  windows 
in  each  story,  and  a  steep  roof  with  attic  windows  in  the 
sides  and  the  ends.  The  side  walla  were  sheltered  by  two 
verandahs  one  above  the  other,  and  the  posta  which  supported 
the  two  verandahs  were  upwards  of  twenty  feet  high.  This 
remarkable  building,  with  wolld  of  wood  framed  in  diagonal 
piuaels,  roofed  with  shingles,  spacioiiB,  more  than  double  the 
height  of  any  of  the  other  houses,  and  European  aud  attractive 
in  its  form,  was  standing  upon  the  highest  spot  in  the  village, 
surrounded  by  a  wall,  and  imparting  altogether  a  peculiaj 
tiharacter  to  the  whole  plifwe. 

To  the  north  of  the  village,  and  connect'cU  with  it  by 
a  narrow  path,  and  apparently  enclosed  within  the  -i&me 
widlsj,  there  was  an  immense  pile  of  naked  granite  rock, 
extending  npwardd  of  two  hundred  feet  high,  and  as  many 
broatl.  A  solitary  houKe,  mth  thick  stone  walls  and  thatched 
roof,  crowned  its  summit.  A  tall  immboo  cane,  with  a  piece 
of  cloth  fluttering  in  the  breeze,  and  one  or  two  stunted 
shrubs  growing  on  one  side  near  the  edge,  were  the  only  other 
objects  I  could  see.  Tlie  name  of  the  village,  Anibatomanga, 
literally  blue  roch,  was  evidently  derived  from  this  pile  of 
blue  granite.  And  the  rock,  the  cbiers  house,  the  walled 
village,  tlie  passj  the  winding  stream,  the  green,  undulating 
plain,  the  roads  enlivened  by  the  passing  travellers  the 
massive^  and  often  naked  granite  mountains  in  the  distance, 
seen  under  a  bright  blue  fiky>  combinfd  to  present  a  picture 
aa  novel  a.^  it  waa  varied  and  beautiful.  I  could  not  help 
again  wishing  that   my  photographic  apparatus    bad   been 
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accB8sible,  in  order  that  I  might  have  rendered  the  picture 
permanent. 

Friends  from  the  capital  met  ub  as  we  approached,  and* 
after  cordial  greetings,  we  entered  this  feudal-Kioking  village^ 
paa&LDg  along  narrow,  intricate  pttssageftj  until  we  holt^  at 
the  house  in,  which  I  was  to  lodge,  and  which  belonged 
to  the  resident  head  man  of  the  place,  the  cliief  to  whom 
the  large  house  belonged  being  abKent  at  the  capital.  The, 
house  to  which  I  had  been  conducted  was  Ifurge  and  well, 
built  Part  of  the  floor  waa  covered  with  mattiiig.  A  neatly- 
framed  four-post  bedritead,  on  which  mats  were  spread,  with 
a  native-made  choir  by  its  side,  occupied  one  corner;  another 
sleeping-place,  of  an  inferior  kind,  occupied  the  opposite  end 
of  the  bouse;  while  large  water-jare,  and  other  useful  ar- 
ticles, filled  up  the  interveuiug  space.  There  was  a  raised 
hearth  near  the  centre ;  and  araongst  the  furniture  and 
ornaments,  some  of  whitih  were  curious,  I  observed  a  large 
drum,  banging  from  a  peg  near  the  top  of  the  wall.  This 
drum  was  of  native  manufacture,  the  harrel  being  formed  out 
of  a  sohd  piece  of  wood*  TLie  chief  himself  soon  entered,  and 
gave  me  a  cordial  welcome,  while  crowds  of  the  villagers 
gathered  round  the  house  to  gaze  at  the  stranger. 

One  of  my  bearers,  who  had  previously  complained,  was 
BO  ill  during  the  previous  night,  aa  to  be  unable  to  travel 
with  ua  in  the  morning:  but  with  the  help  of  companions, 
who  had  carried  him  part  of  the  way,  he  arrived  soon  after 
noon.  He  was  lodged  in  an  adjacent  house ;  and,  as  soon 
&B  I  was  aware  of  his  illness,  I  went  and  found  him  suffering 
severely.  I  gave  him  some  medicine,  and  espressed  my 
regret  that  he  or  his  coTiiponions  bad  not  informed  me  before, 
as  the  fever,  from  which  he  was  then  suffering  so  uiucli, 
might  probably  have  been  prevented. 

During  the  afternoon  several  frieuda  from  the  capital  arrived 
with  ft  present  of  poultry,  &&,  and  a  letter  from  friends  there 
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conveying  a.  warm  aud  affectionate  assurance  of  welcome,  and 
earnest  desire  tbut  we  might  soou  greet  each,  other.  The  mes- 
sengers themaelvea  seemed  to  find  much  satiefocticm  in  imitedly 
welcoming  the  stranger  sent  by  their  friends  in  England  to 
visit  them.  Twenty  years  had  passed  away  since  the  English 
who  hftd  formerly  resided  among  them  left  the  country ;  but 
my  arrival,  they  said,  was  evidence  that  the  Malagasy  were  not 
forgotten  by  their  early  and  steady  friends.  I  espreased  my 
deep  sense  of  their  kindness,  and  ol>8erved  Ut  one  of  my  com- 
pjuiions  that  I  would  rather  det'llne  the  present,  as  my  people 
had  more  than  enough  already  i  but  they  said,  **  Don't  re- 
fnae  this  present:  it  will  grieve  them  much  if  you  da"  I 
therefore  cheerfully  accepted  what  they  had  brought,  and, 
when  I  had  written  a  short  letter  of  grateful  acknow- 
ledgment to  the  friends  by  whom  they  were  sent,  they  re- 
turned. 

The  next  day  was  Sundiiy,  and  I  was  glad  to  make  it  a  day 
of  reat.  In  the  morning  a  measjige  arrived  from  an  oflBcer  at 
the  capital,  who  had  when  a  youth  been  educated  in  England. 
He  expressed  his  pleasure  at  my  approadi,  and  bis  hopes  of 
hearing  of  friends  in  England,  "  that  happy  laud,"  aa  he 
designated  it ;  and  at  the  same  time  offering  some  frienilly 
suggestions^  I  sent  a  short  reply  by  bis  servant.  In  the 
course  of  the  day  a  messenger  arrived  from  the  pHuce,  con- 
veying a  most  cortlial  welcome,  and  the  expression  of  his  plea- 
sure at  hearing  of  my  near  approach. 

During  the  afternoon  I  walked  out  for  a  couple  of  miles  or 
more  along  the  rooj;!  to  the  westward  of  the  village.  The 
wind  was  blowing  fresh  from  the  north-west,  and  though 
I  wore  a  thick  great  coat,  and  walked  briskly,  I  felt  the  cold 
far  more  keenly  than  I  had  expected.  After  my  return  other 
friends  arrived  from  the  capital  to  bid  me  welcome,  and  with 
them  1  had  much  interesting  conversation  and  enjoyment 
during  this  day  of  rest.     In  the  evening  the  resident  chief  of 
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tbe  village  presented  me  with  a  sheep  and  some  poultry,  &c, 
in  tbe  name  and  by  the  order  of  the  proprietor  of  the  place, 
now  residing  at  Tananarivo,  and  whom  he  designated  as  tbe 
friend  of  the  queen. 

Atigust  25th.  —  I  had  passed  a  restless  night,  partly  from 
a  slight  fever  and  partly  from  a  multitude  of  thoughts. 
The  sheep  which  had  been  presented  on  the  previous  day 
was  now  killed ;  and  as  my  eyes  were  exceedingly  painful, 
and  the  weather  unfavourable,  we  did  not  proceed  until 
after  breakfast  My  bearer  was  still  suffering,  but  hoped 
by  the  help  of  bis  companions  to  follow  us  to  the  next 
resting-place.  Before  setting  out,  a  messenger  arrived  from 
one  of  the  officers  of  the  government  to  say  that  I  was  to 
proceed  to  a  village  which  was  named,  at  the  foot  of  the  hill 
on  which  the  capital  stands,  when  an  officer  w^ould  be  sent  to 
conduct  me  to  the  bouse  appointetl  for  my  residence.  About 
ten  o'clock  we  set  out,  traversing  the  labyrinth  of  paths 
between  the  houKes  of  the  village ;  and,  passing  through  an 
opening  in  the  walls,  crossed  over  three  or  four  deep  ditches, 
and  then  continued  our  way  along  smooth,  well-beaten  paths, 
and  over  an  undulating  plain,  covered  mth  long  thick  grass. 
The  officer  who  had  arrived  accompanied  me  in  his  palanquin. 
The  morning  was  cold,  with  drizzling  rain  when  we  started  ; 
but  the  weather  improved  as  we  advanced.  The  aspect  of  the 
country  was  sterile.  No  trees  or  bushes  were  visible  except  a 
few  aroimd  the  houses ;  but  large  portions  of  the  land  were 
under  cultivation.  The  absence  of  trees  in  Imerina  makes 
fuel  very  scarce,  and  I  saw  several  persons  employed  in  cut- 
ting long  dry  grass,  and  tying  it  up  in  bundles:  these  are  daily 
sold  in  tbe  markets  of  the  capital  for  fuel.  I  saw  only  a  few 
cattle,  but  occasionally  noticed  small  flocks  of  sheep  of  a  red- 
dish brown  colour,  and  covered  with  hair. 

We  passed  during  our  journey  to-day  several  tombs  of  the 
Hovas.     They  consist  generally  of  a  square  raised  platform. 
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hiving  their  sides  formed  by  stouea  fixed  in  the  ground  j  with 

HODietimea  a  succession  of  smaller  platform3  one  upon  another, 
giving  a  sort  of  pyi'amidal  form  to  the  tomb  f  or  else  there  are 
two  or  three  large  upright  stones  stiuiding  erect  within  the 
first  fft^ne  enclosure.  These  tombs  generally  occupy  small 
elevations  at  a  abort  distance  from  the  road.  Some  of  thera 
eeemwl  to  be  ancient^  and  may  justly  be  reckoned  amongat 
the  most  remarkable  aad  impressive  antiquities  of  the 
country. 

There  were  inatiy  travellers  on  the  road,  and  one  native 
chief  passed  ua  on  horseha-^k,  riding  an  excellent  aniiimL 
Between  three  and  foiu:  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  we  readied 
the  aiaall  village  of  Araboipo,  where  a  messenger  from  the 
(jueen'H  secretary  gave  me  a  letter,  requesting  me  to  halt 
at  that  vUlago  for  the  night,  as  the  qaeen  had  appointed  the 
following  day  for  my  entering  the  capital,  and  that  three 
ofEcerfl  would  be  sent  to  conduct  me  to  my  residence. 

Oti  entering  the  house  in  which  I  was  to  spend  the  night, 
I  found  myself  m  a  true  Malagasy  peasant's  cottage.  The 
inside,  not  above  twenty  feet  square,  waa  divided  by  a  rush 
partition  into  two  compartments,  or  rooms.  The  first  into 
which  the  door  opened,  waa  appropriated  to  a  pen  for 
calves,  and  a  pen  for  lambB,  in  which  one  was  Llcating  for 
a  long  time,  and  also  a  pen  for  ducks  and  chickens.  The 
inner  apartment  was  working-room,  cooking-room,  eating- 
rooraj  eitting-room,  and  aleepbg-room.  In  thhi  inner  apart- 
ment, when  we  entered,  the  huahand  was  watching  a  large 
pot  of  rice  boiling  on  the  fire,  and  the  wife  was  seated  on  a 
mat  on  the  floor  before  a  fragile  rustic  loom,  weaving  a  fine 
silk  lamha,  or  scarf,  such  as  are  worn  by  the  Hova  chiefs  on 
holidays  or  public  occasions*  The  loom  waa  of  most  simple 
materials  and  primitive  construction.  Four  stakefij  of  unequal 
length,  fixed  upright  in  the  ground,  with  roda  acroa^,  com- 
posed the  framework  of  the  Iooul 

13 


:!4S 


VISITS  TO  MADAGASCAR. 


ciiAr 


In  front  of  this  the  woman  sat  on  the  ground.  At  ih 
distJincd  uf  s'vL  or  seven  feet  were  two  short  sticks  driven  iato 
the  ground^  with  a  rod  stretching  across,  and  over  this  the 
woof  of  eilk  to  be  woven  waa  fastened*  It  is  with  apparatus 
so  eimple  and  fragile  thftt  the  beautiful  lambfts  of  the  Hovae, 
with  tht'ir  rich  colonrs  and  elegantly  figured  patterns,  are 
woven.  Silkworms  are  mimerona  in  Home  of  the  pro 
and  silk  might  be  produced  in  great  ahundftnoe* 

Although  on  entering  I  requested  that  the  woman  would^ 
not  disturb  herself,  she  soon  untitd  the  different  pai-t^  of  the 
luom«  rolled  up  the  sUk,  placed  it  in  a  nish.  basket  standing 
liy  her  sitie,  pulled  up  the  etakes,  and,  in  leas  than  five 
uiinutes,  no  sign  of  the  Work  in  which  ahe  had  been  engaged 
was  to  be  &ecn.  The  bedstead,  I  found,  waa  a  fixture,  the 
posts  being  driven  into  the  ground.  The  fire-place  waa  near 
the  foot  of  the  bed,  and  a  small  window  at  the  end.  ^M 

In  the  course  of  the  evening,  upwards  of  twenty  frienda^* 
came  down  from  the  capital  to  express  their  thankfulness 
and  joy  at  my  arrival.  Some  of  them  wero  remarkable 
looking  men,  whose  presence  would  have  commanded  respect 
in  any  intelligent  assembly,  and  whose  post  history  of  peril 
and  deliverance  was  amongst  the  most  remarkable  and 
deeply  interesting  of  any  I  had  ever  listened  to.  They 
quite  filled  my  little  room.  Ejaculations  of  grat«fiil  joy  at 
our  meeting  were  all  tbat^  for  some  time,  could  be  uttertjd,  i 
and  these  were  mingled  with  t^ars.  Many  earnest  and  aM^| 
fectionate  inquiries  aiter  friends,  who  had  formerly  resided  in 
the  country,  were  made.  Many  deeply  affecting  accotmta  of 
events  and  changee  and  deaths  amongst  themaelvee  were  re- 
lated ;  and  long,  indeed,  it  waa  before  we  separated.  How 
much  more  interesting,  and  permanently  affecting,  haB  the 
history  of  a  number  of  these  men  since  become  I 
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Arrival  of  the  Quce^'g  OfEcCn, —  Entry  to  the  CaprEal. — l^xlent  and  Ap- 
pcnwinco  of  AntanaaiLrivo.  — Palace  «nd  €faiii;ri^iii]iimg5,  ^  Jntricwry  of  the 
UoMilt.  —  Dejfcripciou  of  the  House  anA  Acttommadation  provided  hy  tho 
Qucci}.  —  Wclcomo  ort  arrivijiy.  —  Salubrity  of  tlw  CJimfkic.  —  Munilicenc 
FrL'sciil  from  tha  Queen.  —  Visit  from  the  Princo  Royal,  —  His  Person  iiti4 
DrfeuL  — UiB  Efltiuueof  the  EnglUh.  —  The  Mcanint;  of  ProtG>ction.^Id- 
daccincfiCs  ofFureil  to  him  to  betromv  a  Romsii  C&tholic. —  Trincc  Rumonja. 
—  Mcssogc  from  the  Queeu.  —  ^tisfHclion  tif  the  Cuurt  with  the  Frieu'lBhip 
of  Englutid.  ^ —  Ail'oL'iinjj  Initerview  with  tho  Family  of  a  fortncf  Friend. — 
Prescnta  from  lh«  friuce  and  TrincGiiS,  and  the  claQf  Nobles.  —  Excursion 
Willi  the  IMnce.  —  Native-huilt  Stone  Bridges,  —  The  Silver  SpcHr.  —  Po- 
laca  sif  IsoAicranA.  —  PI&cl's  of  Execution.  —  Excursion  wiih  the  Prince  and 
Frill c:l'Sj^.  —  Proccfisioa  Jind  Music.  —  Frinccaa'a  Figure,  Drc«8,  And  Palan- 
quin,—  Culture  of  the  Vine,  —  Sirapitj  qui)  pri  mi  live  Homage  of  the  VJ- 
layera  to  tiicir  Rulers.  —  Ia[[iiincs  of  the  Princirsa  rtspecliing  tlie  Huyul 
Family  of  Engluntl.  —  Music.  —  EngUtih  Kationul  Anthem.  —  DanciDg. — 
Miluaij  ^ncojujimcats.  —  Bequest  of  a  Slave. 


I  HAD  passed  a  ref^tles-s  night,  feeling  fax  from  well,  and  not 
expecting  to  be  aummoaed  to  tlie  capital  at  on  eaiiy  bour, 
bad  told  my  att^udant  to  prepare  breakfast  by  nine  o^clock. 
fkkon  after  Bigbt,  however,  on  the  morning  of  the  26th  of 
August,  1856j  Izftro  came  into  my  room  to  aTmounce  that 
three  officers  on  horsebfick  bad  arrived  to  conduct  me  to  the 
c-apital.  I  Hent  him  back  to  ask  them  to  wait  a  short  time; 
a  request  ftith  which  they  politely  complied,  begging  me,  at 
the  same  time,  not  to  put  myself  to  any  inconvenience. 
They  aUo  aent  a  message  to  the  effect  that  they  had  orders 
to  conduct  me  to  the  house  appointed  for  mj  reaidence, 
where  t  was  to  rest  myself,  and  the  queen,  would  let  me 
know  w^ben  ebe  would  see  me. 

To  enable  me  to  face  the  keen  sharp  morning  air,  I  put 
on  extra  woollen  clothing ;  and,  as  soon  as  I  was  dressed,  the 
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offieera  were  uivitod  to  come  in.  Three  intelli^ent-lonking 
young  men,  dresscJ  iii  Eitropetin  etylo,  euterfd,  and  address- 
ing tnc  la  t4>leralj]e  English,  ^d  they  had  been  sent  \>y  the 
queen  to  bid  me  welcome  to  Madagnscor,  and  to  conduct  me 
into  the  capital.  I  th^inked  them,  and  tohi  them  I  wne  glad 
to  hear  them  Kpeak  English  so  well.  They  said  they  knew  a 
little,  but  very  much  wished  to  le&ra  more* 

IrfaTing  the  house-,  these  officers  cooductwl  mc  down  th« 
Kt(?ep  hill  on  which  it  was  situatL-d  ;  and,  un  reaching  the  level 
ground  W-low,  I  fuwnd  two  palanquins,  each  rt'sembHuig  an 
nnn-chair,  with  poles  attached  to  the  sides.  A  purple  cloak, 
lined  with  velvet,  woa  hung  over  the  back  of  one  which  had 
been  sent  by  the  prince;  tlie  other  had  been  sent  by  u  friend* 
The  officers  directed  me  to  the  former ;  and,  an  soon  as  I  was 
Eieatedj  they  mounted  their  horees,  and,  accompanied  by  their 
own  attendants,  led  the  way^  My  own  empty  palanquin  and 
packages,  followiag  in  the  rear,  made  (pdte  a  long  procession. 
Among  the  companions  of  my  journey  was  an  officer,  at- 
tended by  a  slave  carrying,  in  a  neatly  made  wicker  cage,  a 
pair  of  perfectly  whit-e  guinea-fowl.s  as  a  groat  rarity,  an<ll  n 
present  from  iht^  chief  of  a  distant  province  to  the  prince. 

The  morning  was  fine,  and  we  had  several  good  views  of 
the  **  city  of  a  thouaaiid  towns,"  for  such  is  the  import  of  the 
name  of  the  capita!  of  Madagascar,  as  we  approached  from 
the  cast.  Antananarivo  stands  on  a  long  oval- shaped  hill,  a 
mile  and  a  half  or  more  in  length,  rising  four  or  five  hundreii 
feet  higher  than  the  surronnding  coimtry,  and  being  seven 
thousanil  feet  above  the  level  of  the  aea.  Near  tbe  centrej,  atid 
on  the  highest  part  of  the  hill,  or,  as  tbe  nativesj  express  it,  on 
the  tampombohitra  (crown  of  the  town),  gtjmds  the  palace,  the 
latest  and  loftiest  building  in  the  pltice.  It  is  about  sixty 
feet  high ;  the  walla  are  surrounded  by  double  verandahs  one 
above  the  other ;  the  roof  is  lofty  and  steep,  with  attic  win- 
dow's at  three  diiSerent  elevations.     On  the  centre  of  the  top 
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of  the  house  there  iu  a  large  gilt  figure  of  an  eagle  with  out- 
spread wingg.  Adjoining  the  nrjrth-eaat  angle  of  the  queen's 
house  is  the  reskknce  of  the  piiace  royal,  her  son.  It  is 
smaller  than  that  of  the  queen,  but  in  other  respects  re- 
f^mbliog  it,  and  also  surmounted  by  a  golden  eagle. 

Stretching  along  to  the  north  and  the  south  of  these  royal 
residencesj  and  forming  with  them  a  line  along  the  crest  of 
tte  hill,  are  the  dwellinga  of  other  members  of  the  queen's 
family  and  the  chief  officers  of  the  government,  built  after 
the  same  form  as  that  of  the  sovereign,  aiid  conspicuous 
above  all  other  huildingB  in  the  capital.  Below  these  are  the 
houses  of  the  other  inhabitants,  constructed  almost  eniirely 
of  wood,  with  lofty  narrow  roofg,  thatched  with  rushes  or 
grass,  and  ornamented  at  the  ends,  with  the  long  rafters  pro- 
jecting above  the  gables.  The  houses  along  the  sides  of  the 
"hill  are  built  on  artificially  levelled  terraces,  from  twenty  to 
forty  feet  wide.  The  sides  of  the  upper  part  of  tbe  hill, 
especially  the  northern  part,  are  covered  with  houses  ;  but  the 
nature  of  the  ground  has  prevented  any  order  or  regularity 
in  their  arrangement.  They  are  each  often  surrounded  by  a 
lf>w  mud  or  stone  wall,  forming  a  sort  of  courtyard  to  the 
houses  within  the  enclosure.  The  lower  part  of  the  hill  is 
composed  of  naked  broken  rocks  of  granite,  mingled  with 
clay,  and  appears  in  striking  contrast  with  the  green  graau  or 
rice-fields  and  water  courses  of  the  vaUey  below.  The  uni- 
form shape  of  the  hoiTses,  the  plain  uncolourefl  wood  of  their 
walls,  and  the  dark  brown  thatch,  gave  a  somewhat  sombre 
aspect  to  the  whole  capital,  which  might  easily  have  been 
prevented  by  colouring  the  walls  with  pink  or  yellow,  as  had 
been  done  with  good  effect  in  some  of  the  houses  of  the  ad- 
jacent country.  A  few  ^ees,  apparently  a  speciee  of  fig-tree, 
were  viedble  here  and  there  in  the  higher  parta  of  the  city ; 
and,  though  pale  and  yellow  from  the  effects  of  the  sun  or 
the  dust,  served  to  relievcj  in  a  slight  degree,  the  samenem 
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which  prevailed.  But,  notwitbstaDdiag  thia  drawback,  it  vcus 
not  possible  to  gaze  on  the  city  before  m&,  the  aceae  of  ao 
many  heart-«tirring  and  aoul-moving  erenta,  without  deep 
feeling,  more  especially  when,  junt  before  croaaing  a  email 
stream  at  the  bottom  of  the  hill,  we  passed  near  a  large  pile 
of  gTBuite,  which  I  was  told  was  a  place  of  execution. 

About  ten  o^clock  we  reached  the  tiret  houaea,  and  still 
continued  to  ascend  by  a  wide,  but  rugged  and  uneven  road, 
often  for  some  distance  over  the  naked  rock^  until  we  readied 
an  open  stone  gateway  near  one  of  the  palace^  outsiile  of 
which  there  appeared  to  be  a  gucu'd  of  about  a  dozen  Holdters, 
who  presented  arms  to  the  officera  aa  we  passed.  We  con- 
tinued ascending  until  we  reached  the  crest  of  the  hill,  and 
then  deeceuded  towards  the  west.  I  noticed  numbers  of  the 
n^ve6  Btanding  within  the  enclosures  on  each  side  of  the 
nmd,  and  gazing  with  apparent  pleasure  as  we  passed.  The 
way  now  became  exceedingly  intricate ;  and  after  proceeding 
for  some  distance  over  a  path  along  the  top  of  a  wall,  built 
up  from  below  from  a  depth  of  twelve  or  fourteen  feet,  we 
at  length  entereil  a  spacious  courtyard,  eucloaing  three  neat 
well-built  Louses,  each  two  stories  high* 

On  reaching  the  most  northern  dwelling,  my  palanquin 
vtL&  set  down.  The  officers^  who  had  left  their  horses  on 
reaching  the  most  intricate  part,  of  the  way,  came  to  me,  and 
one  of  them  taking  me  by  the  hand,  and  leading  rae  into  the 
building,  told  me  that  was  the  houae  the  queen  had  appointed 
for  my  residence,  and  then  very  cordially  bade  me  welcome. 
The  lower  story  of  tire  houae  contained  two  rooms.  The 
room  into  which  I  waa  ushered  was  large  ami  high,  about 
fourteen  feet  from  the  floor  to  the  ceiling ;  the  floor  and  the 
walla  were  neatly  covered  with  matting.  The  inner  room 
waa  somewhat  amalier,  the  floor  and  walls  being  also  covered 
with  clean  matting.  At  the  western  eud  was  a  window, 
screened  by  a  white  mu^ttn  curtain  or  blind.     At  the  oppoBite 
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end  of  tbe  room  a  neat  four-post  bed  stood,  on  whicli  mats 
were  spread,  and  which  was  encircled  with  wkite  muslin 
curtaina.  On  one  side  of  the  room  was  a  table  covered  ^"ith 
a  cloth,  upon  which  were  arranged  tumblers,  wine-glasaes, 
and  a  neat  water-jiig,  and  above  theae  hung  ft  looking-glafis. 
An  arin-clmir  stood  in  front  of  the  table,  and  four  other  choirs 
were  plftced  in  different  parts  of  the  room- 
Such  wag  the  inviting  and  welcome  accommodation  pro- 
vided for  my  personal  comfort  during  the  period  of  my  visit. 
The  upper  story  of  my  residence  waa  for  the  use  of  my 
attendants,  with  a  separate  house  in  the  courtyard  for  & 
kitchen.  The  next  house  was  for  my  packages,  and  the  third 
house  was  occupied  by  a  native  Hova  family ;  but  I  was 
afterwards  informed  that  if  I  requireil  it,  that  also  should  be 
at  my  service.  Having  seen  nie  installed  in  my  new  domi- 
cile, the  officera  retired,  stating  that  they  were  going  to 
inform  the  queen  of  my  arrival.  I  assured  them  of  my  deep 
sense  of  their  courtesy  and  attention,  and  begged  them  to 
thank  the  queen  for  her  kindne&s  in  flending  them,  and  for  the 
accommodation  so  kindly  provided  for  me. 

As  I  sat  in  my  nice,  clean,  comfortable-looking  room, 
feelings  of  gratitude  to  the  Alraighty  almost  overwhelmed 
mef  when  I  looked  back  upon  the  difficulties  which  had 
opposed  my  progress, — the  merciful  manner  in  which  my  health 
had.  been  preserved  through  the  fever  districts;— and  I  hatl 
been  brought  without  accident,  and  with  much  enjoyment,  to 
the  end  of  my  journey.  During  the  afternoon,  many  persons 
gathered  in  the  courtyard,  and  I  had  a  fiucceaaion  of  visitors 
in  the  bouse.  Friends  seemed  ae  if  they  could  not  keep 
away,  but  came  with  anxious  and  yet  joyous  look,  just  to 
offer  a  brief,  though  fervent  welcome,  and  then  depart. 

In  the  evening  three  visitors  came,  with  whom  I  had  an 
eamesti  interesting,  and  to  me,  instructive  convergationj  in  the 
course  of  which  I   gathered   much   important   information. 
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Resp(>ctmg  the  prince  royal,  I  loamed  that  he  is  esteerned  by 
aU  elates,  even  by  those  who  may  be  politically  opposed  to 
him,  6s  intelligent,  straightforward,  aud  sincere;  that  the 
people  in  general  are  fond  of  htm  on  account  of  hi.s  frank  and 
humane  dinposition;  that  the  queen  ia  greatly  attached  to 
him,  aud  ha*?  publicly  declared  that  he  is  to  succtif*!  Ucr  as 
eovert-igti,  fiud  that  if  his  life  be  spared  no  doubt  is  enter- 
tained of  bis  succeeding  to  the  throne.  I  learned  also  that 
the  people  had  of  late  been  much  excited  and  unsettled  by 
reports  of  an  intended  iavaaiou  of  the  French.  After  thut<ti 
friends  left  me,  others  who  bad  been  waiting  entered,  with 
whom  I  spent  some  time  very  pleasantly ;  but  perceiving  that 
I  WEus  fatigued^  they  did  not  remain  long. 

On  the  following  morning,  I  v/ns  much  struck  with  the 
difference  Iwtween  the  climate  of  the  lower  parts  of  the 
country  and  this,  which  was  really  delightfuL  The  mornings 
and  evenings  were  here  agreeably  cool,  the  thermometer  on 
this  occafiion  standing  at  56*  at  eight  in  the  morning.  About 
noon  four  officer  of  the  palace  came  to  my  house.  They 
were  dressed  in  dark-coloured  silk  lambEus  with  rich  patteme*! 
borders.  On  entering,  they  said  they  had  been  sent  by  the 
queen  to  visit  tne  on  my  arrival  at  the  capital.  I  thanked 
them,  and  asked  after  the  health  of  the  queen  and  her  rela^ 
tives.  Tliey  answered  that  her  majesty  wa'!  well,  and  had 
sent  them  to  inquire  how  I  was  afttrr  my  long  joiumey — 
whether  I  woa  fatigued  or  ilL  They  then  inquired  about 
l^ueen  Vicbiria,  the  Prince  Consort,  and  the  royal  family,  and 
whether  England  was  prosperous,  and  there  was  peace  in 
Europe,  Soon  after  1  had  answered  these  question.s,  they 
taid  the  queen  had  sent  me  a  present  of  an  ox,  and  poultry, 
with  other  provisions.  I  said  the  queen  was  very  bountiful, 
and  was,  indeed,  receiving  me  as  a  friend.  When  they  roue 
ivnd  went  out  I  followed  them  into  the  courtyard^  where  & 
slave  was  holding  a  Bne  fat  oac  by  a  rope  fastened  to  his  horns* 
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There  were  also  a  autober  of  turke3s,  geo«e,  duek.^,  and  large 
fatted  fowls;  a  huge  basket  of  eggs,  coDtainiDg  many  dosea^, 
and  several  large  baaketfi  of  rice.  These  were  all  spread  out 
iipuii  the  ground  before  my  door,  the  ox  standing  at  one  end, 
PoiDtlng  to  them,  the  officers  said  they  were  sent  to  me  by 
the  queen.  I  ag:un  expressed  my  thanJuf,  and  they  soon 
afterwards  retired. 

The  people  with  me  soon  deiir«d  away  the  pr^eute.  The 
bosket  of  eggs  was  taken  into  the  upper  part  of  my  own 
house,  but  what  became  of  the  rest  I  never  knew.  I  toJd  the 
chief,  who,  at  the  request  of  the  prince  had  taken  up  his 
alHxle  in  the  upper  part  of  the  houiiie  which  contained  my 
packages,  to  distribute  them  as  was  proper  and  rustomaiy  on 
Buch  occa^ons.  In  the  course  of  the  morning  I  had  relieved 
hiim  from  a  tormenting  tooth— the  second  time  that  my  stivngfk 
and  skill  in  tooth-extracting  hod  already  been  in  requisition  here. 

In  the  course  of  the  day  I  had  received  iuformation  that 
the  prince  royal  would  favour  me  with  a  viidt ;  and  in  the 
evening,  punctually  at  the  time  fix«d,  he  came,  accompanied 
by  a  friend.  Ctflisideriag  his  age,  then  twcmtyHaix,  his  appear- 
ance struck  me  as  juvenile,  but  eslremely  prepo*«essing, 
^Ttat\i  and  open  in  his  bearing,  and  eat^  m  his  manners  He 
IK  short  in  stature,  but  well  proportioned,  with  broad  ahonldem 
and  ample  c^est.  His  head  is  smaU,  his  bair  jet  black  and 
somewhat  curling ;  his  forehead  slightly  retreating  and  round ; 
hb  eyes  small,  but  clear  and  penetrating;  his  features  some- 
what European  in  cast  and  form;  his  lipa  full,  the  upper 
covered  with  a  moustache,  the  lower  projecting  from  the  ovqt 
crowding  of  his  teeth ;  hii^  nose  aqtuitne,  and  bis  chin  slightly 
projecting.  He  wore  a  black  dressKwat  and  paixtaloous,  gold 
embroidered  velvet  waistcoat^  and  wliite  cravat. 

Without  formality  or  reserve,  the  prince  evinced  no  want 
iif  self-respect.  He  very  cordially  welcomed  me  to  the 
countryt  and  m  a  short  time  we  all  eeemed  to  be  perfectly  i^ 
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eaie.  He  asked  after  my  bome  and  family ;  and  was  much 
pleased  with  n  picture  of  my  house,  and  with  portraits  of  some 
membera  of  my  family,  which  he  said  the  princess  his  ivife 
would  like  to  see.  I  told  him  I  had  a  small  present  which 
my  wife  herself  had  worked,  and  which  I  bad  thought  of 
oflFermg  to  the  queen  or  some  member  of  her  family.  He 
faid  the  princess  his  mfe  would,  he  was  sure,  he  much  pleased 
with  it.  He  spoke  freely  of  the  accounts  he  had  heard  of 
England,  and  of  his  esteem  for  the  English;  of  his  high 
estimate  of  the  conduct  of  the  EngUfih  on  several  occasions 
which  had  been  reported  to  him ;  of  the  character  of  their 
laws,  especially  in  relation  to  human  life,  which  he  said  they 
appeared  to  regard  as  a  most  sacred  thing,  not  to  be  care- 
lessly nor  recklessly  destroyed.  He  spoke  of  the  English 
haTing  often  interfered  to  protect  the  weak  and  the  injured, 
and  to  prerent  wrong. 

The  prince  also  spoke  of  the  Queen  of  Kngland,  of  Prince 
Albert,  and  the  royal  children ;  and  asked  about  the  resultfl 
of  the  war  with  Russia,  aa  well  as  the  alliance  and  friendship 
between  England  and  France.  I  replied,  that  since  the  close 
of  the  war  in  tlie  Crimea  there  had  been  pence  thronghout 
Europe,  and  that  the  existing  relations  of  amity  with  France 
w«re  agreeable  to  the  people  of  England ;  adding  that  the 
English  and  French  were  such  near  neighbours,  and  had  so 
many  commercial  and  other  interest*  in  common,,  that  their 
alliance  must  secure  the  most  important  aflvantages  to  both 
countries;  while  their  sincere  co-operation  for  the  prosperity 
of  other  nations  could  not  fail  to  prove  a  benefit  to  the  whole 
world.  In  the  course  of  our  conversation  the  prince  asked 
what  wa«  the  meaning  of  j^j-j-o/tfc/ioH,  as  in  the  ca?e  of  one 
nation  being  under  the  protection  of  another  nation.  This 
kind  of  protection  I  endeavoureil  to  expl&ia  to  him  as  well  as 
I  could  a*  Ix'ing  a  sort  of  modified  sovereignty,  under  which, 
tlie  protecting  power,  while  leaving  the  people  of  the  pro- 
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teated  state  to  \>e  governed  to  a  certaia  exteat  by  their  own 
rulers,  or  forms  of  goveruiiient,  coustituted  itself  the  supreme 
authority,  actually  govemiog  both  nilera  and  people,  to  the 
excluHion  of  all  other  foreign  influetio& 

The  prince  inquired  with  much  earaestnesB  whether  I 
knew  if  there  was  any  truth  ia  the  reports  of  an  intended  in- 
vasion of  Madagascar  by  the  French,  of  which  he  said  there 
■were  rumouTB  at  that  time  in  the  capital-  I  toM  Him  I  hml 
eeeu  eoinethiug  about  euch  a  thing  in  the  public  journals  of 
Europe,  but  that  they  were  in  all  probability  only  reports, 
and  without  foundation ;  aa  I  did  not  think  it  likely  that  the 
French  government  would  send  troops  to  fight  againat  them ; 
and  that  I  was  siire  the  Eogllsh  cheriahed  towards  them  only 
friendly  feelings.  I  tolrl  him  there  were  many  statements  in 
the  newspapers  in  Europe,  which  we  who  were  living  there 
did  not  know  whether  to  believe  or  not,  and  for  which  in 
reality  there  waa  eometinies  no  real  foundation  j  adducing  as 
an  instance  that  I  had  read  in  a  new^ipaper  in  England  that 
he  himself  had  become  a  Roman  Catholic,  and  that  an  agent 
from  himself  had  actually  been  in  Rome  negotiating  for 
Roman  Catholic  priests  to  be  sent  to  his  country^  He  de- 
clared there  was  no  truth  in  any  aucfa  statement ;  but  added, 
that  there  was  a  Roman  Catholic  priest  at  the  capital  who 
had  tried  to  persuarle  him  tn  become  a  Roman  Catholic, 
and  had  given  to  the  prince-ss  his  wife  a  crucifix,  and 
to  himself  a  silver  medal,  stating  to  them,  that  if  they  wore 
these  on  their  breasts,  and  put  confidence  in  the  Virgin  Murj% 
the  prinoesH  would  become  a  mother.  "  But,"  he  added, 
"it  has  not  proved  true:  my  wife  has  no  child."  He  then 
opened  his  vest,  and  showed  me  the  silver  medal  suspended 
from  bis  neck  by  a  silken  cord.  On  one  side  was  the  letter 
M,  with  the  cross  interwoven,  and  sun-ounded  by  stars ;  on 
the  other  side  was  a  figure  of  the  Virgin  in  relief  stimding 
with   outstretched  arms,  and  aroimd  the  figure  were  theae 
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wonls:  "0  Mark!  con^^ue  san^  pfckSf  pries  pour  not 
qui  avona  vecouTs  u.  I'ffus."  At  the  bottom  was  the  di 
1830.  The  prioce  said  he  had  uo  wish  to  l>ect>rae  a  EomanT 
Catholic ;  but  I  could  not  help  refiectiug»  that  had  it 
occurred  that  the  princefis,  after  wearing  the  crucifix,  hi 
become  a  rootUer,  tHs  might  have  been  ascribed  to 
influence  of  the  symbol,  or  the  efficacy  of  the  Virgiu'a  in* 
terceesioQ ;  and  thus  a  ve/y  different  effect  might  Bav^ 
been  produced  oa  their  own  minds,  and  on  those  of  mt 
of  the  people. 

We  cnnversed  a  long  time  on  a  number  of  subjects  n^ 
connected  with  religion,  in  &ome  of  which  the  prince 
deeply  interested ;  and  becoming  greatly  excited,  spoke  with 
a  degree  of  earne&tnesa  and  aiiinmtion  which,  considering 
the  quietness  of  his  manner  during  the  early  part  of  our 
interview,  I  had  scarcely  expected.  At  length  the  prince, 
accompanied  by  hia  friend,  took  his  leave,  assuring  me  of  t) 
gratitude  which  he  felt  for  mj  visit  to  hia  comitry,  and  tl 
extreme  pleasure  he  had  derived  from  our  conversation. 

Two  companies  of  friends,  who  had  been  waiting  in  an 
jaeont  honee  while  the  prince  was  with  me,  came  in 
after  he  bad  left.     They  bad  many  qnebtions  to  aak,  am 
many  metsages  of  kind  and  cordial  welcome  to  deliver  froj 
multitudes  of  otbere  who  had  not  been  able  to  come  peraonf 
to  my  dwelling.     They  all  expressed  themselves  gratilied 
the  cordial   welcome   I    had    received   from   the   queen, 
evinced  by  the  presents  which  had  been  sent  to  me  durii 
the  day. 

On  the  following  morning,  one  of  my  bearers  having 
formed  me  that  they  wished  to  return,  I  direeted  them 
come  to  me  altogether^  and  theiij  reading  over  their  narat^ 
I  paid  each  man  the  stipulattd  amount,  expressing  my  gfl 
titude  for  the  attention  and  care  they  had  manifested  during 
the  journey.   They  were  quite  delighted  with  the  aumt' 
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ceivedj,  and  said  if.  when  I  wanted  to  return,  I  would  send  them 
word,  tliey  would  come  up  from  Tamatave,  to  carry  me  duwn 
to  the  coast.  I  thanked  them  for  the  offer  of  their  services, 
and  asked  them  what  they  were  going  to  do  with  their  money. 
Moat  of  them  said  they  were  going  to  buy  eoraething  to  take 
home ;  and  as  gpecimens  of  the  purchases  they  made,  no 
fewer  than  three  parties  came  during  the  day  with  gold  ear- 
rings of  native  manufacture,  to  nsk  me  if  they  were  really 
gold. 

After  dismissing  the  bearers  of  my  palanquin  and  peraoiiaJ 
homage,  I  paid  the  bearers  of  my  packages,  each  according  to 
the  distance  he  had  cume,  and  they  all  appeared  well  fiatisfied 
with  the  Hum  they  received.  I  alao  presented  a  small  sum  to 
the  officers,  as  an  expression  of  my  sense  of  their  attention 
during  the  journey.  The  packages  had  not  yet  all  arrived, 
but  were  daily  espectetL 

Aa  ranch  of  thitt  day  ay  I  could  command,  I  devoted  to 
writing  letters  for  England  and  Mauritius,  to  send  by  my 
hearers  to  Tamatave,  and  also  to  packing  the  few  fanis  and 
plauts  which  I  had  collected  on  my  journey.  In  the  evening 
I  had  a  very  pleasant  visit  from  the  Prince  Ilamonja,  and  one 
of  his  relatives.  After  the  first  greeting,  he  almost  involun- 
tarily acknowledged  the  goodness  of  God  in  causing  ua  to 
meet  together.  He  then  conversed  with  much  eamestneaa 
but  gentleness  of  manner,  making  many  inquiries  aft-er  the 
English  who  had  formerly  resided  at  the  capital,  and  the 
many  triends  in  England  of  whom  he  had  heard.  He  spoke 
also  of  the  afflictions  he  had  suffered,  and  Ms  bereavements  in 
the  loss  of  his  children  by  death.  He  inquired  much  about 
the  state  of  thiugs  in  England,  and  expressed  his  hopes  for 
the  prosperity  of  Madagascar.  I  was  much  impressed  with 
his  intelligence  and  amiable  feeling.  During  my  former 
Tisita,  I  had  heard  of  his  impaired  sight,  and  had  now  the 
pleasure  of  presenting  him  with  an  excellent  pair  of  gold 
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spectacles,  which  a  friend  in  LomluD  had  confided  to  my  csre 
for  his  acceptance.  He  expTeeaefl  himaelf  much  gTalifie<i  by 
this  token  of  rememhranoe»  and  Raid  he  would  write  to  the 
donor.  The  next  morning  early*  the  chief  whom  I  had  met  at 
Tamatave  came  with  his  wife  and  a  Utile  boy,  their  son,  to 
pay  me  a  visit;  brining  the  acceptable  prestiUt  of  a  battle  of 
fresh  njilk,  whitrh  tUey  afterwards  sent  every  moming  at  longf 
aa  1  remained  at  the  capital. 

In  the  afternoon  of  the  same  day,  a  QQmhei  of  high 
officers  from  tlie  palace  were  annouDced.  I  sent  to  bid  them 
welcome,  and  immediately  nine  offlcerw  were  intriKjuced  by 
the  (jueen's  secretarj-.  One  of  their  iiuml>er  having  bee| 
educated  in  England,  Hpoke  the  English  language  well, 
or  three  were  of  the  thirteenth  honour,  the  rest  of  somewhat 
lower  rank.  They  were  drejaed  in  imiform  trowaers  of  blue 
oloth  with  gold  lace  up  the  wdes,  ami  wore  over  theh;  KbuuMexij 
the  brown  and  purple  eilk  laitiba  or  scarf,  with  yellow  bonJers, 
Some  wore  heavy  gold  cbidiis  round  their  necks,  and  larg« 
bracelets  of  the  same  materiiU.  One  of  them  wore  a  sbci-t 
yellow  coat  with  slashed  ideeves.  After  inquiries  respecting 
my  health,  accommodation,  &c.,  they  eaid  they  had  been  aent 
by  the  queen  to  inquire  the  object  for  which  I  had  come  to 
the  capital.  I  replied  that  my  visit  was  what  I  had  stated  it 
to  be  in  my  letter  to  the  government  when  I  aeked  permisaion 
to  visit  the  capital,  viz.  a  I'-U-ii  of  /rietidnftip,  not  for  purpo&ea 
of  commerce,  but  of  friendship  only,  to  her  majesty  and  the 
government ;  tij  talk  about  things  for  the  good  of  the  kiugdoiu  ; 
and  that  I  was  the  bearer  of  a  message  of  friendship  from 
England  to  the  government  of  Madagascar ;  that  hs  there  hi 
Ijteen  reports  that  the  English  were  not  friendly  to  tils' 
Malngaey,  and  that  English  ebipa  would  come  to  attack  their 
country  the  Eight  Honourable  the  Earl  of  Clarendon,  the 
chief  minister  of  Queen  Victoria  for  foreign  affairs,  when 
heard  that  I  was  about  to  return  to  Madagascar,  to  visit   th« 
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capital^  had  desired  me  to  tell  ilje  queen  and  government  of 
Madaga^AT,  that  tiH  feportsi  of  hostile  inteutiona  on  the  part 
of  the  English  were  untrue ;  that  the  English  government 
never  had  entertained  such  int-entione,  and  had  no  such  inten- 
tions now ;  that  they  desired  the  prosperity  of  Madngaacar, 
and  tij  be  friendly  with  the  queen  and  the  government,  but 
bad  no  claim  or  wish  to  interfere  with  the  govemTnent  or 
internal  iiffairn  of  the  country.  That  at  the  time  of  my  de- 
parture, the  Earl  uf  Clarendon  had  been  sent  hy  her  majeaty, 
the  Queen  of  England,  to  Paria,  to  aasist,  with  the  miuistera 
of  France  and  other  countriee,  in  arranging  for  the  peace  of 
Europe  afler  the  war  with  Russia ;  but  that  he  had  directed  a 
letter  to  be  written  to  me  authorising  the  fitatemente  I  hml 
made.  I  then  produced  and  read  the  letter  on  the  subject, 
which  I  had  received  a  few  days  previous  to  my  departure 
from  England.  I  also  delivered  a  letter  from  His  Excellency 
the  Governor  of  Manritius  for  the  queen,  and  said  I  had  some 
preseutB  for  her  majeety,  which  I  should  be  happy  to  deliver 
a£  Soon  as  the  remainder  of  my  packages  sbonld  arrive.  The 
chiefs  all  expressed  themselves  greatly  pleased  with  the 
friendly,  straightforward,  and  disinterested  stateraeTits  of  the 
letter  which  I  had  read ;  and  afttr  further  conversation  on 
different  subjects,  they  rose  to  return*  The  rustling  of  the 
stiff  silk  lamlias,  and  the  jingling  of  the  large  loose  gold 
bracelets  on  the  wrists  of  some  of  the  chiefs  as  they  shook 
hands  with  me  on  leaving,  produced  a  somewhat  novel 
effect 

During  my  former  visit  to  Tamatave,  I  had  had  much  in- 
timate, pleasant,  and  afft^ctionate  intercourse  with  an  intelli- 
gent chief,  a  native  of  the  capital,  but  at  that  time  a  aart  of 
agent  for  the  prince.  Few  were  the  days  in  which  he  did 
not  visit  me ;  and  it  was  not  until  I  was  in  the  canoe,  which 
wa8  to  take  me  to  the  ohip,  that  we  parted.  He  had  been, 
shortly  afterwards,  attacked  with  the  fever,  and  had  died  a 
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fuw  daya  after  rencbing   hia  home.      He   wft.s  a   fine  iiuble— 
looking  mau.  iu  the  prime  of  life,  abuut  thirty  jeftrs  of 
He  atood  six  feet  two  inches  high,  and  told  me  his  father 
two  inches  taller  than  himself.     On  the  satne  day,  soon 
the  officers  from  the  palace  had  left  me,  I  was  informed  th 
the  family  of  this  chief  wished  to  visit  me.     I  luade  the! 
welcome ;   and  the  father  of  him  whom  t  used  to  call 
tall  friend,  himself  an   erect   noble-looking    man,  hetwi 
fifty  and  sixty  years  of  age ;  his  mother,  a  matronly  worn 
the  witlow  of  ray  friend,  a  healthy  interesting-looking  womau 
ahout  tive  and  twenty,  and  6ve  children,  all  entered 
apartment.     Tlie  father  seated  himself  in  a  chajr,  the  mot 
and  the  widowed  daughtcr-iu-law  yjtte  on   the  groimd;  thi 
widow  carried  a  little  hoy  in  her  aniiK,  and  tlie  other  children 
placed  themselves  on  the  floor  around  her.     The  int^rpreto 
who  did  not  know  of  my  former  acquaintance  with  the  chi 
Boid,  **  \Mio  are  you?"     The  venerable-looking  man  said,  '* 

»m  Rft h  father."    He  then  Icwked  at  hia  wife,  aud  b] 

Raid,  *'  I  am  his  mother ; "  and  pointing  to  the  young  woma 
by  her  side,  she  said,  "'  This  is  hifi  widow,  aad  these  are  h 
children."  The  father  then  eaid,  "  We  have  come  with 
small  present  in  token  of  our  loive,  for  our  son  loveii  you,  ai 
apoke  much  of  you.  We  shall  never  Bee  him  again,  h 
seeing  you  seems  to  bring  him  back  to  our  thoughts."  H 
servants  then  bro\iglit  in  the  present,  con.sisting  of  poultr 
egga,  and  rice.  I  thanked  him,  and  told  them  it  was  a  gre 
satisfaction  to  me  to  see  them ;  that  \  had  mourned  when 
heard  of  their  son's  death*  but  hoped  they  were  comforted. 
I  had  taken  several  photographic  portj-aita  of  this  chi 
while  in  Tamatave,  and  after  conversing  a  short  time  I  too 
out  of  my  portfolio  a  small  likeness  of  my  friend,  and  handetT 
it  to  the  father.  He  looked  at  it,  and  wept.  The  moth 
took  it,  preased  it  to  her  lips  aud  kissed  it,  for  some  minul 
weeping  ftUently^  but   profusely.      A  full-length   portrait 
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ItaudetJ  to  the  widow.  She  tilso  ki.'<sed  it  and  wept ;  tten 
Jjiid  it  down,  and  bent  over  her  Laby  and  wept,  I  could  not 
restrain  niy  own  feelings.  At  length  the  father  and  mother 
both  said,  "We  are  glad  to  see  you,  though  we  weep;  we 
shaJl  never  see  him  aj^ain,  but  we  see  you.  You  were  his 
friend:  he  loved  you."  I  said,  "Not  more  than  I  loved  him." 
A^in  they  wept.  After  a  while  the  fftther  said  they  must 
leave}  but,  as  they  lived  near,  they  would  come  again.  I 
Bftid  I  should  always  he  glad  to  see  them ;  and  on  my  asking 
if  they  would  take  one  of  the  portraits,  or  if  I  should  put  it 
in  a  frame  for  them,  they  all  said,  **  Put  it  in  a  frame  for  us. 
It  will  preserve  it." 

Before  the  close  of  the  day,  three  officers  came  from  the 
prince  and  his  wife,  the  Princess  Rahodo,  the  daughter  of  the 
queen's  eldest  sister,  with  a  prejuent  of  an  os,  a  quantity  cif 
i-potiltry,  rice,  and  egga;  and  with  friendly  inquiries.  After 
wmversing  some  time  they  retired,  with  my  ackciowledgmentfl 
of  the  kindness  of  the  prince  and  princess.  I  hafl  scart'ely 
finished  my  dinner,  when  another  party  of  officers  came  from 
the  Gommander-in-chief,  one  of  the  highest  officers  of  the 
govemmentj  with  a  present  of  a  sheep,  poultry,  &c.  The 
officers  were  very  intelligent  and  interesting  men,  arid  I  waa 
much  gratified  with  the  intercouirse  which  their  visit  afforded. 
In  the  course  of  the  evening  one  of  the  officers  of  the  palace 
came.  He  said  the  queen  had  expressed  herself  perfectly 
satisfied  with  my  coming,  and  pleased  with  the  oommuni- 
catiotuf  of  which  I  was  the  hearer.  She  said,  it  was  only  like 
the  English,  for  the  king  of  England  limi  been  the  firet  to 
make  friendship  with  Radama,  and  tliat  (Jueen  Victoria  did 
not  change.  The  officers  had  ali^o  all  expressed  themselves 
pleased  with  these  communications.  He  inquired  altout  the 
presents  I  had  hrought.  I  said  that,  besides  one  confided  to 
my  care  hy  the  governor  of  Mauritius,  I  had  a  few  articles^ 
but  wto  afraid  they  would  be  very  inadefj^uate  when  compared 
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with  the  presents  which  I  had  received,    I,  however,  made  out 
the  heat  list  1  could. 

We  then  spoke  of  the  things  that  would  be  likely  to  in- 
teretit  the  chiefs  and  petpple,  and  be  desired  by  them.  Several 
of  the  people  had  already  applied  to  me  for  medicina  My 
fi-iend  ss\\d  aome  of  the  chiefe  and  people  would  he  very  gUd 
to  have  medicine,  and  he  should  wisih  for  Boine  kindfl  himself; 
hut  I  had  better  not  say  anything  about  that  to  the  queen,  afi 
one  of  her  favourite  officers  had  lately  died  after  taking  soi 
medicine  given  him  by  a  foreign  ^e)^ident^  We  then  sp( 
about  the  electric  ttilegraph ;  but  he  wiid  some  of  the  offi( 
when  it  was  first  talked  about,  were  very  much  interested, 
hut  the  queen  had  said  ehe  did  not  care  alimtt  it.  We  then 
refcrrt-d  to  photography.  He  said  the  queen  and  some  of 
the  people  had  a  supei'stitious  idea  to  the  efifect  that  if  their 
likenesseiS  were  taken  they  would  aoon  die;  that  the  ttke- 
uena  resembled  the  spirit  of  a  person,  and  when  that  was 
gone  said,  "Why  what  is  tbere  left?*'  I  began  to  think 
*' Othello's  occupation's  gnne;"  hut  I  referred  to  the  like- 
nesses I  had  brought  with  me  of  persons  etill  living,  and  my 
vieitor  acknowledged  that  it  was  only  a  superstitious  idea^  nud 
Baid  he  should  like  to  have  liis  own  likeness  taken,  and  would 
show  it  to  the  queen.  His  opinion  of  the  dignity  of  photo- 
graphy seemed  alwo  to  be  a  little  changed  when  I  told  him 
there  waa  a  photograpluc  society  in  Eng^Iand,  of  which  our 
own  FOvereign  Queen  Victoria  and  Prince  Albert  were  ttie 
patrons^  and  persona  of  rank  and  title  membent.  He  then 
talked  alwint  edncatinn  nmongst  the  people,  which  is  here 
carried  on  only  in  the  fanjjly  circle.  At  length  he  left  me, 
and  r  promised  him  Bome  medicine  which  he  had  mentioned. 

I^te  aw  it  was,  two  kind  friendly  families  came  to  visit  and 
talk  with  me,  bringing,  as  usual,  their  present^  T  did  not 
elight  their  kindness  by  declining  their  gifts;  but  I  Rent  the 
preseuU  1  received  to  other  persons  to  he  taken  care  of. 
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In  the  forenoon  of  the  fuUowing  day  three  young  officera 
of  the  palace  came  to  say  that  they  had  heen  appointed  hy  the 
queen  to  accompany  me,  shoidd  I  wish  to  ride  nut  into  the 
country.  I  thanked  the  queen,  and  naid  I  should  be  glad  to 
accompany  them  in  the  afternoon,  Ab<iut  twrp  o'clock  a  nies- 
senger  came  to  say  that  the  prince  wuuld  accumpany  me,  and 
that  the  present  wm  better  than  a  later  hour.  A  palanquin 
with  bearers  was  also  provided  for  my  UfW. 

I  Bet  out  soon  afterwards  with  the  three  yovmg  officers  on 
horsL'baclL  Many  of  the  people  appeared  on  the  walls  and 
terraoea  of  tiie  houBea  as  we  [tamed  along.  Towards  the 
suburbs  we  oTertook  the  prinoe,  attended  by  a  number  of 
officers,  and  surrounded  by  crowds  of  people.  I  alighted  at 
the  place  where  he  was  stauUing,  which  was  a  high  part  of 
the  road,  overlooking  the  large  parade-ground  towards  the 
weEit.  A  number  of  large  cannons  on  wooden  carriagea  were 
ranged  along  the  edgt;  of  the  roml.  I  saw  by  the  marks  they 
were  English  guns.  The  greeting  of  the  prince  was  cordial ; 
and  when  he  entered  his  palanquin  he  ordered  the  bearers  of 
mine  to  keep  iu  advance,  but  his  own  palanquin  was  soon 
alongside,  and  whenever  the  road  was  sufiiciently  wide  we 
wera  near  enough  to  converse  with  ease* 

We  were  altogether  quite  a  large  party.  There  were  three 
polauquinw,  a  y*'i"ig  chief  belonj^iug  to  the  queen's  family 
}ifciin|j[  with  the  prince.  There  were  also  six  officers  on  horse- 
liaok,  besides  many  on  foot,  with  their  attendants  and  the 
bearers.  We  proceeded  in  a  northerly  direction,  by  Andohalo, 
one  of  the  places  at  which  public  a.'^geinblies  are  convened,  and 
pa^t  a  spot  where  what  was  once  a  chapel  is  now  a  prison ; 
and  nhortly  afterwards  turned  to  the  westward,  passing  au 
artificial  lake  or  pond,  with  an  i^iland  in  the  centre,  and  a 
bridge  or  causeway  connecting  the  island  with  the  shore.  In 
the  suburb  we  passed  through  a  market,  where  the  goods  in 
great  variety  were  spread  on  the  ground :  and  in  about  half 
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an  hour  left  the  house*,  and  followed  the  road  across  the  It 
flat  ground  covered  with  rice-fields. 

Tlie  peuple  as  we  pa.'^sed  along  came  to  the  road  side 
Balute  the  [iriuce.     Every  person  ui  the  rand  moved  to  the 
Bide  as  the  prince  approached,  and  the  people  in  the  fields  4^ 
enclosures  hastened  to  the  road  as  he  pae^ed.     All  saluted 
him  withj  "  May  you  live,  wjFereigri  or  mitst^r,"   and  the 
homage  seemed  to  be  very  cordially  rendered.     I  mferred. 
Bomewhat  of  the  hafaita  of  the  prince  from  a  conversatit 
among  the  officere,  who  observed  that  he  had  since  the  moi 
ing  peraonally  visited  between  twenty  and  thirty  houses,  fd 
the  pitrpose  of  advifiing  and  directing  the  people,  ligtening 
their  requests  or  composing  differences,  &c,  and  I  did 
wonder  at  his  being  su  popular  ftmongBt  them. 

At  length  we  readied  a  bridge  called  Anibaniala,  stretcl 
across  a  considerable  stream.  The  bridge  consisted  of  a 
number  of  Blabs  of  primitive  rock,  eight  or  ten  feet  long  and 
four  or  five  feet  wide,  laid  horizontally  on  piles  of  stanes. 
Continuing  our  way  partly  along  the  Iwirder  of  the  stream, 
we  pa^tsed  through  several  villages  and  came  to  another  brid^H 
Ilnvatehezana,  literally  lon(j  bridge.  I  was  astonished  at  the 
Rtnicture,  rude  a.s  it  wa**,  when  informed  that  it  was  a!l 
entirely  native  workmanship.  The  bridge^  a  series  of  arches 
of  different  sizeSj  stretched  across  the  river  Andranomieiy^ 
shallow  but  smooth  and  flowing  stream,  forty  yards  acrona 
The  arches,  eleven  in  nuinbE^r,  were  s^jme  of  them  fifteen  feet 
in  the  centre  of  the  arch  above  the  water.  Others  were 
narrower  ajid  lower.  On  alighting  from  the  palanquins,  ^M 
prince  offered  me  his  una,  and  we  walked  together  to  tho 
bridge,  which  was  about  five  feet  wide  on  the  top,  and  us 
only  by  foot-passengers^ 

The  prince  and  two  of  hia  aides-de-camp  spoke  Engl 
80  as  to  make  themselveB  generally  understood.  From  th* 
1  learned  that  the  bridge  was  entirely  planned  and   bi 
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by  natives,  and  had  been  finished  about  three  years.  They 
said  they  hiwi  books  about  building  bridges,  ajid  followed  the 
directions  in  the  book.'s  as  far  as  they  could.  Tlie  stones 
were  cemented  with  clay ;  but  I  noticed  that  in  some  places 
near  the  water-line  the  cement  was  washed  away ;  and  they 
said  that  during  the  rainy  season  there  was  a  great  body  of 
water. 

Leaving  the  bridge,  we  journeyed  westward  throngh  jieveral 
villftgea,  and  eorae  extensive  rice-fields  then  lying  fallow. 
The  soil  of  these  field'^  was  a  loose  red  eand,  with  stiff  grey 
clay.  The  ground  was  well  dug,  and  tie  spadofula  of  soil 
piled  up  like  newly  made  bricks  in  a  brick-field,  that  it  might 
be  penetrated  by  sun  and  wind,  and  pulverised  before  re- 
ceiving the  water.  At  length  we  reached  another  bridge 
ppanning  a  river  nearly  aa  ^ide  as  that  which  we  had  left, 
Tbia  bridge  was  a  more  conipact  and  solid  structure  than  the 
former,  but  aUo  without  mortar.  On  the  western  side  of  this 
bridge  is  the  village  of  Ambaniana;  and  thin  being  iflarket- 
day,  multitudes  of  the  people  were  returning  over  the  bridge. 
The  village  of  Anosizato,  — literally,  a  hundred  islands, — 
lying  a  nbort,  di.stance  to  the  southward,  looked  attractive, 
but  we  now  turned  towaxtls  the  capital. 

The  prince  and  bis  companions  were  exceedingly  com- 
municative during  the  ride,  pointing  out  the  distant  villageSj 
and  mentioning  their  names.  On  our  way  we  pa-saed  a 
number  of  officers,  one  of  whom  cJirried  a  large  broad-headed 
^Iver  spear.  The  whole  of  our  party  saluted  the  spear  as  it 
wfLi  carried  paj^t,  and  the  prince  afterwards  told  me  it  was 
Tsitialiiingji,  the  AafeJ*  fl/  h'ee,  the  revealer  of  crimeg,  the 
detector  uf  criminab,  and  an  emblem  of  power  in  Madagascar. 
The  officer  who  bore  it  was  one  of  the  Queen's  heralds  on  an 
errand  of  justice.  Whenever  any  one  ib  accused  of  a  crime 
by  Tsitinlainga,  this  spear  is  planted  in  the  doorway;  imd 
no  one  daaes  to  leave  the  house  nntil  it  is  removed. 
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The  prince  appearwl  much  interested  in  learning  the 
names  and  properties  of  some  few  of  the  plajite  we  saw  on 
our  route.  Soon  after  five  o'clock  we  reached  I^naienma,  a 
epaoious  building,  which  the  prince  Lad  more  than  once 
pointed  out  during  our  ride,  tclliug  me  it  had  been  built 
by  the  late  king  Roiiama.  An  immenBe  hill  had  beea 
reraoved  to  provide  a  site  for  this  building,  which  we  ap- 
proached by  passing  througli  a  level  Bpace  four  or  five 
hundred  y&rds  wide.  The  prinee  then  asked  if  I  would 
enter;  and,  alighting  from  the  palanquin  at  one  of  the 
principal  entrances,  he  took  my  anxi,  and  led  me  in,  until 
we  reached  a  large  room  nearly  a  hundred  feet  long  and 
forty  feet  wide,  apparently  occupying  the  entiie  centre  of  tJje 
hxiitding.  It  was  a  splendid  room,  though  too  low  to  he 
well  proportioned.  The  waUs  were  wainscoted,  the  floor 
of  native  wood  beautifully  polished,  and  Inlftid  in  large  square 
panek  or  mosaaca,  aome  kinds  richly  coloured,  and  varying 
aluao&l  through  every  shade,  from  ebony  to  maple.  It  is 
said  there  are  furty  rooms  on  the  ground  floor  of  thi&  build- 
ing,  besides  cliambers  or  attics  ;  but  as  the  evening  was  ad- 
vancing, we  did  not  prolong  our  stay.  AH  the  aervants  in 
the  house  retired  to  a  distance  as  we  entered  ;  but  as  we 
departed,  they  gathered  oukide>  and  offered  their  Pidutttlions 
to  the  prince. 

This  remarlial'le  building  ia  altogether  of  wood,  the  wall^ 
outside  covered  with  dingoual  panels,  tlic  sides  acreeneil  with 
double  verandaliR,  and  the  roof  covered  with  shinglee.  The 
lower  verandah  is  protected  by  an  iron  railing,  and  also  by  an 
iron  chain  on  low  poetSj  at  a  short,  distance  from  the  liouM, 
Considering  the  state  of  clvilh^ition  in  the  country  at  the 
time  of  its  erection,  Isoaierana  ia  an  astonishing  bnilding^ 
and  would  be  a  splendid  mansion  had  it  but  been  higher.  It 
wa?  bnilt  about  thirty  years  ago,  as  a  .sort  of  Ruburhan  re- 
fiidenoe,  by  Radama,  under  the  direction  of  M.  Le  Groa,  a 
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French  resilient  iat  the  capital.  Tlie  laboiir  of  procuring 
timber  from  the  forest  fifty  milea  distant  niuHt  have  been 
immense ;  and  it  is  said  that  about  Hixty  carpenters  were 
employed  fonr  years  on  the  worka, 

After  wfc  left  the  domain  the  people  crowded  the  road,  and 
saluted  the  prince  as  he  passed.  On  approaching  the  ci^pital 
I  observed  that  the  south  end  of  the  hill  on  which  it  stands 
is  rocl<7,  and  almost  destitute  of  houses.  Tlie  prince  pointed 
ont  A  part  of  the  naked  rock,  wliich  be  said  was  Amboliipotoi* 
which  I  knew  to  be  the  common  phice  of  execution,  and 
where  Beveral  of  the  Christians  had  been  put  to  death.  It 
was  three  hundred  or  four  hundred  feet  above  the  path. 
Shortly  afterwards  we  passed  within  sight  of  the  pile  of 
graiiite  rock,  three  hundred  feet  high,  from  which  ci-iminals 
are  hurled,  and  dashed  to  pieces  on  the  rocky  fragmextta 
below. 

The  sun  bad  set  when  we  re-entered  the  capital,  and  pass- 
ing for  a  long  distance  through  the  labyrinth  of  fitreets,  we 
halted.  The  prince  alighted  at  the  house  of  one  of  his  offi- 
cers, and  wished  me  good-night,  I  re-entered  iny  palanquin, 
ami  going  a  few  yards  further,  was  put  down  at  my  own  door 
Boon  after  eix  o'clock,  much  pleased  with  the  opportuuity  t 
bad  enjoyed  of  viewing  this  comparatively  populous  and  well 
cultivated  portion  of  the  country,  and  deeply  affoeted  by  the 
assoiiiatirjna  connected  wilb  some  of  the  objectB  I  had  beheld. 

A  number  of  friends  came  in  the  evening,  and  the  conver- 
Bfttion  naturally  turtied  upon  the  events  of  recent  years,  and 
the  scenes  wliich  had  been  witBessed  on  the  spots  1  had  passed 
during  the  day.  The  statements  to  which  I  listened  were 
deeply  affecting.  My  friends  bad  also  many  questions  to  ask 
respecting  the  customs  of  my  own  and  oilier  countries,  espe- 
cially our  mode  of  conducting  funeralj*,  &c. 

The  next  day  was  the  Sabbath,  I  had  but  few  visitors,  and 
WAS  glad  to  secure  more  than  usual  retirement  and  quiet, 
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Until  the  evening,  when  one  of  the  officers  of  the  palace  ca 
and  toolk:  tea  with  me,  talking  about  many  things  for 
gnod  of  the  kingdom.     After  he  had  left,  a  number  of  frieUi 
came,  among  them  the  widow  of  a  Chiistian  friend  whom  I 
Lad  known  in  Taraatave  in  1854,  but  who  hpd  died  of  fev 
Also  the  widowa  and  orphana  of  those  who  had  been  put  U 
death  for  their  faith.      They  were   plain,  quiet,  aorrowfu 
woineo,  scarcely  past  middle  age.     One  of  the  children,  bo 
whom  I  promised  some  medicine,  "wae  much  afflicted.    It  wj 
a  very  affecting  meeting.     I  Kpoke  kindly  to  them,  until  i 
length  they  rose  and  retired  with  their  friends. 

Two  days  after  this,  I  prepared  for  another  exclusion  inl 
the  country,,  having  been  invited  to  accompany  the  print 
and  his  wife,  the  princest  Rabodoj  on  a  visit  to  Mabazowiv 
the  coimtry-houae  of  the  late  Hadama,  A  little  before  not 
a  messenger  came  to  say  that  the  prince  and  priucese  wei 
about  to  leave  the  palace,  and  I  was  to  follow  the  meaaenger. 
As  we  approached  the  palace,  they  were  descending  t^)wards 
the  road.  A  friendly  officer  of  the  palace  met  me  and  told  m 
that,  as  this  would  be  my  first  piiblic  recognition  by  the  meni< 
bers  of  the  queen's  family,  I  had  better  offer  a  hasina,  or  gi 
of  a  dollar,  as  no  one  approftches  the  representative  of  tb 
queen  without  it.  The  avenue  leading  to  the  palace  gate 
completely  crowded.  Two  officers  of  high  rank,  in  rich  un 
form,  approaclied,  and  soon  after  the  princp,  in  an  open' 
palanquin.  He  shook  hands  with  me  very  cordially ;  and  i 
a  few  minutes  the  princess,  in  an  open  palanquin,  carae  u 
She  held  out  her  himd  and  bade  me  welcome,  aaying  th> 
queen  was  glad  I  waa  going  with  theni.  I  acknowledged  her' 
kiudneas,  and  then  presented  to  the  chief  officer  attending 
her  the  hasiDfi.  The  officer  immediately  exclaimed,  "  lie 
nniake»  basins  to  the  queen  I "  and  the  prince  and  princess 
appeared  pleawed.  An  officer  then  directed  my  bearers 
their  place  in  the  procesaiun,  and  we  proceeded  down  tl 
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eaateni  side  of  the  hill.  Jadgiiig  frani  the  multitudes  of 
the  people^  and  the  general  excitemeut,  this  must  have  been 
quite  a  holiday. 

The  procesaion  occupied  full  half  b.  laile.  There  were  a 
dozen  or  more  officers  on  horseback,  and  the  horew,  though 
not  well  grcomed,  were  strong  and  apirited.  There  were 
fourteen  palanquLns,  ornmnentetl  with  variously  coloured 
drapery.  In  one  of  these,  a  beautiful  youth,  the  8on  of  the 
Prince  Kamboaiuilama,  attracted  ray  attention.  "\\'hen  the 
procession  movcd^  eight  or  ten  officerH  on  hor^bivok  led  tlie 
way,  and  others  rode  by  the  side  of  tlie  palampiitia.  Then 
came  the  officers  of  the  palace,  in  palanquius  or  on  foot ;  and 
after  these  the  prince's  land  ^^(  nineteen  musiciana^  including 
five  clarionets,  five  flutes  and  fiifea,  one  bassoon,  four  bugles, 
a  basfi  and  a  smaller  drum,  and  a  triai^Ie.  The  musicians 
were  preceded  and  followed  by  two  officers  with  drawn  swords. 
Then  came  the  prince's  pji,Iau*]uin,  with  three  or  four  officers 
walking  on  each  side  with  drawa  swords.  Next  to  the  prince 
came  the  princess,  her  palanquin  covered  with  scarlet  cloth, 
ornamented  with  gold  lace,  and  bordered  with  rich  gold 
fringe,  like  that  used  for  officers'  epaulets,  and  the  loeide 
lined  with  pink  satin.  By  the  aide  of  the  princess  a  man 
carried  a  large  umbrella  of  pink  silk,  surmounted  with  a  gilt 
ball;  and  immediately  behind  her  palanquin,  a  dozen  or  more 
female  slaves  fallowed,  clothed  in  broad-striped  blue  and 
white  cotton  lambaa.  A  daughter  of  Prince  Ramonjaj  but 
adopted  by  the  princess,  an  interesting  girl,  about  seventeen, 
occupied  the  next  palanquin.  Three  other  palanquins  fol- 
lowed with  the  ladies  in  waitingj  or  attendants  on  the  prin- 
cess.    After  them  a  few  officers,  and  then  the  crowd. 

The  whole  road  &om  some  distance  before  the  horses  in 
front,  to  two  or  three  hundred  yards  after  the  last  palanquin, 
was  so  cruwdeti  that  it  was  difficidt  to  proceed.  The  prince, 
who  wore  a  black  coat  with  a  silver  star,  had  a  broad  silk  band 
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or  ribbon  of  red  and  frreen  iicross  bin  breast  beneath  liici  vest^ 
with  the  gi»ld-friiiged  ends  hanging  d(»wn  by  his  side.  Th« 
priucesH  wore  a  bltiL>  drew  made  in  the  European  style, 
trimmed  with  Kcurlet  velvet,  and  ornamented  with  rows 
of  small  gilt  buttons  a  pink  fatin  bonnet  with  artificial 
flowers,  a  veil,  and  laco  tipp4't.  One  of  the  ladies  wore  a  cu- 
rious native  or  Anibie  head-dress ;  the  others  were  in  Euro- 
pean costume :  all  were  decorated  with  a  profiifiion  of  gold 
chains  and  jewellery ;  and  all  rode  in  open  ]>alanquins.  A 
few  of  the  officers  were  in  blue  imifonn ;  a  number  wore 
scarlet  trowKen*,  with  the  white  flowing  lamba  bordered 
with  the  akot+io  or  five  broad  stripes,  while  the  attendants, 
and  the  crowds  who  followwl  or  scattered  themRelveB  by 
the  side  of  the  procession,  seemed  all  to  wear  their  holiday 
dress. 

The  day  was  fine,  the  scene  bright,  with  a  light  cool  breese. 
The  union  of  the  different  mcKles  of  travel  characteristic  of 
different  countries,  the  officers  on  horseback  an  in  Europe,  the 
princes  in  jwlivnquins  as  in  Asia;  the  light, loose,  flowing,  and 
gaily  coloured  drapery  of  the  Kast,  intermingled  with  the  stiff 
(juiet-toned  apjiarcl  of  the  West ;  the  music  of  Europe,  and 
the  langiinge  of  Madagascar,  with  the  lively  and  jocund  air 
of  the  throng :  and  then  the  moving  along  amidst'  objects 
new  and  attractive ;  the  massive  rocky  Iwise  of  the  capital,  the 
houses  and  their  inhabitants,  on  one  side ;  and  the  wide  culti- 
vated plain,  diversified  by  hills  sunnounted  with  villages,  on 
the  other  :  all  these  combined  to  afford  new  sources  of  pleasure 
and  excitement. 

Having  proceeded  by  a  somewhat  circuitous  route  from  the 
north  to  the  cast  side  of  the  capital,  the  road  led  to  within  a 
few  hundred  yards  of  the  palace,  where  a  large  scarlet  umbrella 
and  a  number  of  figures  were  seen  on  the  terrace  in  front  of 
the  palace.  The  procession  halted,  all  hats  were  taken  ofll; 
and  the  band  played  the  Malagasy  "  God  save  the  queen,**  a 
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not  unpleasmg  native  tune.  The  queen  had  come  out  upon 
the  terract,  to  aee  the  prince  and  princeaa  pass.  In  a  ftw 
minutee  the  scarlet  umLrella  diAappeared,  and  the  procession  as 
represented  in  the  frontispiece  moved  on.  The  arrangement 
which  placed  me  during  the  day  next  to  the  queen's  seeret/wy, 
who,  having  been  educated  in  England,  speaks  English  wdl, 
was  to  me  peculiarly  gratifyiag,  as  he  kindly  point<ed  out 
and  explained  several  places  and  uhjects  of  interest  obeerved 
on  oxn  way. 

As  we  passed  the  south  end  of  the  capita,  a  number  of 
soldi&ra  appeared  on  &  rising  ground  I  was  told  they  were 
the  artillery.  We  also  saw  over  a  hollow  between  two  moun- 
tainii,  and  at  a  considerable  distance,  the  wide  ground  at 
leoaieraua,  where  a  lai^e  body  of  men,  apparently  eeveiul 
thousands,  was  assembled.  I  was  told  they  were  the  trcxtpa 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  capital,  who  are  exerciaed  toge- 
ther once  a  fortnight  On  reaching  the  village  of  Androndra, 
the  prince  and  priucess,  aecotnpanied  by  their  followers, 
looked  over  a  tract  of  rice-ground  which  the  queen  bad 
recently  given  to  them.  This  had  been  one  of  the  objecta  of 
the  excursion,  and  as  soon  as  it  was  accomplished,  we  turned 
to  the  eastward,  passing  along  a  road  between  low  flat  rice- 
fields.  As  we  approached  the  villages,  I  frequently  saw  a 
number  of  the  inhabitants  coming  out  of  their  gardens  with  a 
bundle  of  sugar^auies  freshly  broken  off,  or  a  small  basket  of 
manioc  roots  or  sweet  potatoes  juet  dug  up,  and  running  with 
eager  haste  to  the  aide  of  the  road,  waiting  there,  often  spade 
in  band,  until  the  prince  and  princees  earae  up,  when  they 
presented  to  them  the  produce  of  the  ground,  and  offered 
their  salutations,  —  an  interesting  and  primitive  species  of 
homaga  The  prince  acknowledged  tbeir  gifts,  which  were 
delivered  to  his  followers  as  the  party  moved  along. 

At  length  we  reached  Kahazoarivo,  the  conntry  residence 
of  the  late  king.     While  p&ssing  under  the  gateway  leading 
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to  the  groundti,  all  took  off  their  hats.  We  first  stopped  to 
IcMjk  at  a  stone  houtw  of  rather  Kiuall  dimensions,  in  course  of 
erection,  and  then  pasmed  along  through  avenues  of  bananas 
and  vines.  The  latter  were  planted  in  circular  holes  about 
two  yards  across,  and  eighteen  inches  or  two  feet  deep,  which 
mode,  I  was  told,  prevented  their  being  burnt  up  in  the  hot 
season.  They  appeared  to  reiiuire  pruning,  but  were  said  to 
bear  good  grapes.  In  about  ten  minutes  we  reached  the 
houne,  a  m<xlerate-sized,  Imt  well  built  cottage,  encircled  with 
a  wide  verandah,  and  standing  on  the  margin  of  a  piece  of 
water  thronged  with  water-fowl.  On  alighting,  the  officers 
and  others  formed  a  circle  in  front  of  the  house.  The  prince 
entered  the  circle,  and  when  the  princess  arrived,  he  assisted 
her  from  her  palanquin,  and  drawing  her  arm  within  his  own, 
they  entered  the  house  together,  when  the  prince,  turning 
round,  invited  the  company  to  enter. 

On  again  presenting  myself  before  the  prince  and  princess, 
and  acknowledging  the  pleasure  which  the  excursion  hod 
afforded  me,  tliey  said  the  queen  had  told  them  to  ask  me  to 
join  them,  in  order  that  I  might  see  tlie  country.  ITiey  then 
made  many  inquiries  about  England,  especially  about  the 
Queen  and  Prince  Albert,  how  many  children  they  had,  their 
various  ages,  &c. ;  and  both,  but  especially  the  princess,  ex- 
pressed much  interest  when  I  mentioned  the  rumour  that  the 
Princess  Royal  of  England  was  to  be  connected  bymarrit^e 
with  the  royal  family  of  Prussia.  Then  they  asked  about  the 
war  —  how  many  troops  had  been  engaged,  how  many  killed, 
whether  it  was  thought  that  peace  would  continue,  and  whether 
the  i>eople  of  England  were  pleased  with  it,  &c.  The  princess 
conversed  with  gentleness  and  affability.  I  noticed  while 
they  were  standing  together  that  if  not  slightly  taller,  she  was 
the  senior  of  the  prince.  There  was  a  table  in  the  room 
spread  with  sweetmeats,  biscuits,  and  fruit,  and  with  silver 
plates  and  knives,  and  silver  forks.    The  princess  moved  to 
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the  table,  and  asked  if  I  would  take  some  fruit,  apologising 
for  tLe  amallness  of  the  supply,  and  intimating  that  they  were 
merely  halting  to  rest  Tiie  bananiw,  however,  wore  very  fine. 
She  askod  me  if  we  had  any  in  England.  I  told  her  only  a 
few^  aa  they  would  not  grow  with  us  except  in  houses  of  gla.55. 
I  told  tier  I  had  seen  some  of  Queen  Victoria's  bananiis  grow- 
ing in  lier  glass-house  at  Kew,  wliicli  I  endeavoured  to  de- 
scribe, and  said  that  allhoiigb  our  pine-apples,  peachea,  grapes, 
and  some  other  kinds  of  fruit  were  very  fine,  the  bananas  were 
not  80  good  as  those  of  Madagascar,  which  were  certainly  finer 
than  any  I  had  seen  in  the  South  Sea  Islands,  MaiuitiuB,  or 
Ceylon.  They  then  talked  about  musicj  asking  .if  Queen 
Victoria  wna  fond  of  music.  The  prince  then  ordered  hia 
baud  outride  the  door  to  pbiy  the  English  "  God  save  the 
Queen ; "  which,  considering  the  place  and  the  performers, 
was  well  executed;  the  musicians  of  Madaga.^car  having  been 
originally  tiught  during  two  yearg'  re^iidence  iu  Mauritius,  by 
the  band-master  of  one  of  the  English  regiments  there.  Thia 
well-known  tune  was  to  me  ao  unexpected,  that  I  was  more 
affected  than  I  should  otherwise  have  supposed  would  have 
been  the  caae.  "Rule  Britannia"  was  the  nest  tune  played, 
then  the  "Grenadiers'  Marehj"  and  others  equally  faniiliar. 

The  prince  and  princehs  asked  whether  Queen  Victoria  ever 
had  dancing  in  her  palace:  and,  thajiks  to  aonie  information 
gathered  from  the  court  newsman,  and  remembered  at  the 
time,  I  was  able  to  anawer  with  tolerable  precision ;  and  added 
that  music,  as  an  element  of  civilisation,  wan  more  cultivated 
iu  England  than  formerly.  They  asked  if  I  could  dance.  I 
replied  in  the  negative,  and  added  that  the  society  with 
which  I  ajssociated  in  England  did  not  practise  dancing.  A 
walk  in  the  garden  was  then  proposed.  The  prince  was 
accompanietl  by  the  priucesa.  The  queen's  secretary  offered 
his  arm  to  the  daughter  of  Prince  liamonja;  and  It  devolved 
on  me,  ub  next  to  the  secretary,  to  offer  mine  to  the  first  of 
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the  court  ladies,  a  richly-dressed  ami  ]jorLly  damo.  I 
pleased  with  a  fin*  palmyra-tree,  and  some  good  epecimt 
of  rare  indigenous  plants,  and  said  MadagB^car  was  rich  in 
curiojm  and  valuable  vegetable  productions.  My  companion 
did  not  iiuilerstund  Eagliab,  and  I  expresBcd  my  iet;fret  that  I 
did  not  speak  Malagasy^  Some  of  the  company  rfmarkH 
that  it  was  very  difficult  to  epeak  English;  and  on  my  con- 
gratulating' the  prince  on  his  attainments,  and  urging  him  to 
persevere,  that  in  the  event  of  hLs  ever  visiting  England,  lie 
might  he  able  to  converse  with  those  he  would  meet  wits 
the  princess  laughed  heartiTy  at  the  idea  of  his  visiting^  Eng^ 
land.  He  said  he  underetootl  much  n{  what  I  sxkl,  as  he  re- 
membered the  meaning  of  words  when  he  heard  them,  though 
he  could  not  recollect  the  worda  when  he  wanted  to 
They  then  again  referretl  to  the  rumours  of  a^hoatile  ei 
tion  from  France^  and  asked  if  I  knew  anything;  about  iU  I 
said  I  did  not  think  it  likely,  as  the  Emperor  of  the  Freu^ 
waH  regarded  as  a  just  and  equitable  sovereign,,  and  the  Eng- 
lish and  French  were  very  friendly* 

We  now  returned  to  the  house,  where  I  was  ngtan  directed 
to  a  seat  by  the  side  of  the  officer  who  spoke  English,  and 
sat  next  to  the  princess.  I  noticed  that  both  the  prince  and 
princess  carried  a  small  gold  cylindrical  snuff-bos,  having  the 
stopper  or  lid  attached  by  a  small  gold  chain.  The  first 
officer  had  a  very  handsome  silver  snuff-box,  atttdded  witli 
precious  stouee.  j 

Dancing  now  commenoed.  Four  of  the  priuee'a  aides-dP 
camp  leil  out  the  daughter  of  Prince  Raraonja  and  the  Hiree 
court  ladies.  The  princesB  more  than  once  asked  what^ 
thought  of  their  dancing.  I  replied  that  they  appeared  m 
dauue  with  ease^  Many  questions  were  put  respecting  t\ 
kind  of  dances  which  Queen  Victoria  had  in  her  palace, 
which  I  was  cunipelie<l  to  acknowledge  my  ignorance, 
aiiked,  as  I  had  been  in  France  and  Italy,  which  music 
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the  best.  I  told  them  sotne  kinds  iu  both  coiratries  were 
very  good,  aiid  so  was  the  music  of  Germany,  in  some  re- 
spects, better  than  either.  They  a^ked  about  the  singing 
and  dancing  of  these  countries,  to  which  I  replied  tliat  there 
was  mnch  feeling'  in  the  singiucf  of  the  ItaUans,  and  that  the 
dancing-  of  the  Italian  peasants  was  the  moat  pleasing  of  any 
I  had  seen.  They  became  much  intereated,  and  as  the  house 
in  which  we  were  seated  was  small,  gave  orders  to  proceed  to 
Isoaierana,  the  mansion  I  had  previoiiely  visited  with  the 
prince,  about  two  miles  distant.  On  arriving  at  tbia  place 
the  officers  again  formed  a  circle  round  the  door,  until  the 
prince  and  princess  hail  entered  and  invited  them  to  follaw, 
after  which  they  entered.  We  assembled  in  the  spacious 
saloon  or  hall,  \rith  the  band  at  one  end.  After  conversing 
some  time,  the  hand  struck  up.  Eight  young  men  danced 
firet.  Four  officers  and  the  coitit  ladies  then  danceti 
what  was  called  an  English  conn  try-dance,  and  I  wa*  ap- 
pealed to  as  to  its  being  veritably  guch,  but  was  again  obliged 
to  express  my  ignorance  on  the  subject.  At  the  close  of  each 
dance  the  dancers  came  and  made  a  low  obeisance  before  the 
prince  and  princess,  and  then  returned  to  their  seats. 

The  music  continued,  with  occasional  intervals  of  conver- 
sation, until  five  o'clock,  when  the  prince  and  princess  rose. 
The  prince,  who  had  treated  the  prince&s  with  the  most 
marked  attention  throughout  the  day,  now  led  her  to  her 
palanquin,  and  then  entered  his  own.  I  was  amused  at  the 
rush  and  bustle  which  the  departure  of  the  prince  and  prin- 
cess occasioned  in  collecting  bearers,  and  bringing  the  palan- 
quins and  horses  to  the  front  of  the  house  where  the  owners 
were  in  waiting  fur  them,  as  etiquette  required  that  all  the 
other  paJanquins  should  precede  thoee  of  the  prince  tutd  his 
consort. 

We  toot  the  road  by  which  I  had  returned  with  the  prince 
on  the  previous  occa-sion.     There  are  two  encampnient^  in 
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the  neigh Lourliood  of  tbe  capital,  and  the  soldi^s  occupying 
thcae  encainpmentfi  hnJ  been  exercising  dining  the  former 
part  of  the  day  in  the  plain  we  had  left.  Our  way  led  ub 
near  a  miinher  of  nniall  eQcarapniciite,  Tbe  tents  were 
formed  of  rofia  cloth.  The  soldiers  on  duty  Ln  each  encamp- 
ment were  called  out,  and  saluted  their  young  rulerB  as  we 
passed*  T}ie  men  wore  the  white  cloth  in  native  fasbioQ 
round  their  loins,  with  crose-belt*;.,  and  cartouch  boxes  over 
their  liaketl  dhoulders,  and  were  all  armed  with  muskets  aiid 
bayonets.  One  of  the  officers  told  me  there  were  40,000 
troops  in  the  two  encampmentj?,  and  a  company  of  artillery. 
I  saw,  however,  but  a  cornparatively  small  number  of  the 
soldiers.  My  friend  pointed  out  to  me  again  the  place  of 
execution ;  as  well  as  the  graves  of  Mr.  Hastte,  Mr.  Tyermsm* 
and  the  meml>era  of  the  Mission  families  who  had  ditni  at 
the  c^pitaL  The  spot  was  surrounded  by  a  gmiill  iron  feDce. 
He  also  pointed  out  the  former  residences  of  the  inission- 
ariea,  -with  other  places  of  interest. 

The  sun  had  set  when  we  entered  the  capital.  At  the 
place  where  I  bad  joined  the  procession  I  alighted,  thanked 
the  prince  and  princess  for  the  gratification  they  bad  afforded 
me,  and  then  proceeded  to  my  own  residence,  which  I  reached 
between  sLx  and  seven  u'clock,  just  as  it  was  becoming  dark. 
In  tbe  evening  two  parties  of  friends  from  different  parts 
of  tbe  coimtiy  came,  and  we  continued  in  deeply  interesting 
conversation  until  a  late  hour. 

Duriny  the  two  succeeding  days  I  saw  numerous  friepda, 
and  many  visitora,  some  from  Vonizongo,  where  afiliction  has 
been  very  severely  felt.  Tbe  immediate  descendants  and  other 
relatives  of  Rafnravavy  were  among  the  number.  I  had  now 
almost  ceaseless  applicationB  for  niedicine^^  and  was  gWl  to  com- 
ply with  as  many  requcata  as  I  could.  One  of  my  befirere  from 
Taraatave  was  a  slave,  and  I  was  so  much  pleai^ed  with  hia 
attention  and  general  behaviour,  that  I  told  him  I  should  be 
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glad  to  hire  him  when  I  had  annhiug  to  da  The  next 
monuDg  he  came  to  say  that  his  master  was  willing  to 
sell  him,  and  also  to  entreat  me  to  bur  him,  and  expressing 
great  regret  when  I  told  him  I  could  not  gmtit\'  his  wishes. 
I  knew  that  I  could  not  take  him  away  with  me,  and  was 
not  certain  that,  had  I  purchased  his  liberty,  he  would  not 
hare  been  enslaved  again  af^er  my  departure.  Compared 
with  slavery  as  it  existed  formerly  in  our  colonies,  the  yoke 
on  Malagasy  slaves  sits  easy ;  yet  it  is  a  bitter  and  a  soul- 
depressing  lot.  I  was  often  impressed  with  the  indifference 
manifested  by  the  slave  to  many  things  that  to  others  are 
objects  of  eager  desire  and  evident  satisfaction.  When  I 
have  offered  a  present,  as  a  piece  of  cloth,  in  return  for 
some  service  rendered,  or  even  a  piece  of  money,  the  slave 
has  scarcely  cared  to  accept  it ;  and  when  I  have  expressed 
my  surprise  at  such  indifference,  I  have  been  told  by  some 
around  me,  "It  is  of  no  use  giving  anything  to  him.  If  it  is 
a  present,  his  master  will  take  it  when  he  returns  home ;  if  it 
is  money,  he  must  give  it  to  his  master."  Nothing  is  his  but 
what  he  eats  and  drinks.  Hence,  acce^  to  the  kitchen 
seemed  to  be  the  best  rei^-ard  a  slave  could  receive. 
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Audience  of  the  Queen  at  the  Palace.  —  Salutation  to  the  Queen. —  AUonon 
to  Presentation  to  Queen  Victoria.  —  Offering  of  the  Hasina.  —  Declaimtkm 
of  the  Friendship  of  the  English  towards  the  Malagasy.  —  He  Queen'* 
Reply  relative  to  the  Constancy  of  the  English.  —  Assurance  of  Friai4afaip 
and  Goodwill  from  the  English  GoTcmmcnt.  —  Desire  of  the  Queen  tor 
Amity  with  all  Nations.  —  Description  of  ttie  Palace.  —  The  Queen's  Ap- 
pearance, Dress,  and  Regal  State.  —  The  Members  of  her  Court.  —  SatnfiK- 
tion  of  the  Queen  with  my  Visit.  —  Breakfast  with  M.  I*borde.  —  Coavcr- 
sations  with  the  Prince.  —  Wealth  of  Malagasy  Nobles.  —  Dinner  giren  bj 
the  Queen.  —  Number  of  Dishes.  —  Native  Plate. —  Music.  —  Speecbee  stia 
Dinner.  —  Sovereign  Rights  of  Nations.  —  Visits  of  the  Sick.  —  Iiiteroonne 
with  Natives  who  had  visited  Bonrbon.  —  Photographic  Difficulties.  —  Pre- 
sents for  the  Que«n.  —  Portraits  of  the  Queen  and  Prince  Consort  pecaliaiij 
gratifying.  —  Invitation  to  the  Palace.  — Music.  —  Sakalave  Dance. — 'Natire 
and  Enropean  Dances.  —  Gorgeons  and  splendid  Costume  of  the  Court. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  5th  of  September,  a  present  of 
poultry  came  from  the  queen,  and  a  note  from  a  friend  in  the 
palace  to "  say  that  the  queen  would  see  me  during  the  day. 
I  venture  to  insert  the  note  conveying  this  intelligence  as 
evidence  of  the  absence  of  all  circumlocution  in  the  official 
and  semi-oflBcial  communications  from  the  Malagasy  seat  of 
government     The  note  was  as  follows :  — 

**  Friday  Morning. 
"My  dear  Friend,  —  I  inform  you  as  a  friend  that  the 
queen  will  give  you  an  audience  to-day  in  the  palace ;  con- 
sequently when  you  are  ordered  to  come  up,  put  on  your  best 
dress,  &c.  &c,  and  take  a  gold  sovereign  and  a  dollar.  How 
are  you  this  morning  ? 

«  Yoxirs  truly. 
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In  the  course  of  the  forenoon  my  friend  came  to  inform  me 
that  I  should  be  retjuired  to  attend  about  three  (rdock,  and 
to  inquire  how  I  meant  to  dress,  I  told  bira  I  had  not 
thouglit  of  any  other  dreaa  than  such  as  I  should  wear  at  a 
dinner  or  evcsning  pai-ty  in  England,  He  did  not  seem  satis- 
fied, and  expressed  a  winh  to  see  my  wardrobe;  and  dis- 
covering In  a  chest  which  I  opened  a  rich  satin  green  and 
purple  plaid  dressing-gown,  with  scarlet  lining,  which  I  had 
purchased  in  L^mdon  for  a  present  to  one  of  the  noblea,  he 
instantly  suggested  that  I  should  put  that  on  over  my  coat, 
imd  throw  one  side  back  that  the  Uning  might  abo  be  seen. 
I  at  first  thought  Lim  jesting;  but,  iiudiug  hitn  very  much  in 
earnest,  I  consented  to  comply  with  his  wiahes.  A  few 
minutes  aiter  tliree  o'clock  the  following  note  was  de- 
livered :  — 

**  Sir,  ~  Please  to  follow  the  bearer  of  this  as  quick  as 
poaeible,  that  you  may  have  an  audience  of  her  majesty. 

"  YoTira  truly, 

"  R ." 

I  finished  my  toilet,  including  the  dresaing-gown,  not  much 
to  my  own  satisfaction,  and  proceeded  to  my  palanquin, 
where  I  could  not  help  noticing  the  dress  of  some  of  my  own 
bearers,,  especially  Sotlru,  who,  on  his  head  or  person,,  had  got 
something  of  almoBt  eveiy  colour  in  the  rainbow,  and  arranged 
after  big  own  &»hion. 

As  we  approached  the  palace  crowds  of  people  lined  the 
road.  We  halted  on  reaching  the  poet  of  the  firet  guards 
outside  the  gates,  where  the  officer  who  was  with  us  an- 
nounced our  arrivaL  In  a  few  m^inutes  orders  c^me  for  Ud  to 
proceed,  Ae  we  passed  under  the  large  wooden  gateway, 
filling  up  the  centre  of  a  neat  atone  arch,  we  took  off  our 
hats,  advanced  towards  the  palace  across  a  square  fifty  or 
sixty  yards  wide,  three  &ides  of  which  were  lined  with  troops 

p  a  4 


371J 


vjsrrs  TO  Madagascar. 


ca*t.  XIV, 


four  deep,  with  a  band  on  the  east  side.  The  soldiers  wore 
the  white  cloth  round  the  walst^  with  white  cross-beltti  upon 
their  brown  skins,  and  were  certainly  talU  athletic-looking 
men.  Tlie  cominaiiditig  officer,  a  nma  beyond  the  middle 
age,  but  active  aud  vigorous^  wmre  a  silk  shawl  wound  like  a 
loose  turban  on  his  head,  a  finely-fi^ired  shirt-,  a  bandHome 
silk  lamba  or  scai-f  round  his  wai-it  eus  a  sash,  the  fringed  ends 
rrfacliing  to  his  aukles,  and  carried  in  his  baud  a  bright, 
biyhly-omameuted  sdmitar.  As  the  militaiy  evululious  were 
not  finished,  we  halted  for  a  short  time  about  half-way  acrosa 
the  court,  and  then  procec?deii  to  the  powitiuji  appointed  us 
within  three  or  four  yards  of  the  soldiers,  and  in  front  of  the 
long  wide  verandah  under  which  the  queen  and  her  court 
were  assembled.  We  all  bowed  to  the  queen,  pronouncing 
the  salutation  "Tsara,  teara,  tonipoko:'"  —  "It  is  well,  it  is 
wellj  sovereign."  We  then  turned  to  the  east^  and  Iwwed 
to  the  tomb  of  KnxlAMia,  a  small  sqttare  stone  builtiing 
on  the  aide  of  the  court.  We  were  then  conducted  to  our 
appointed  places.  T  waa  ]>lftced  in  tlie  centre,  immediately 
Itefure  tbe  queen,  with  an  interpreter  on  each  side.  Two 
French  gentlemen  residing  in  the  capital  had  been  invited 
to  be  present*  M,  LftlM)rde,  a  French  Ketiideut,  stood 
on  the  right  of  one  of  the  interpreters,  and  JL  Fenez,  a 
French  Koraan  Catholic  prieat,  a  stout,  good-natured-looking 
man,  on  the  left.  '  He  was  residing  with  M.  Laborde,  and  had 
been  introduced  to  nie  as  M.  Hervier.  M.  Laborde's  costume 
w(UJ  in  excellent  style ;  and  M.  Hervier,  the  priest^  wore  a 
dreas  coat  and  silk  embroidered  waistcoat,  Tlie  interpreters, 
officeics  who  hod  been  educated  in  England,  kept  me  so 
promptly  informed  an  to  what  I  was  to  do,  that  I  felt  re- 
lieved from  all  appreheusiou  of  any  gross  violation  of  cutirt 
eticiuette. 

It  was  now  intimated  that  I  must  speak,  aud  offer  the 
hdfina,   or  cuetoraary  offering,  without  which   no    stranger 
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approaches  the  eoverdgn.  The  interpreterB  charged  me  to 
speak  sufficiently  lowd  far  all  to  hear  my  speech  as  well  as 
their  interpretation.  I  first  th^uiked  the  queen  for  haviag 
invited  me  to  her  presence,  and  hoped  that  she  and  her 
retations  were  well.  V-lien  this  waa  interpreted,  her  majesty 
spuke  tu  :i  trtll,  grey-hcai(«l  chief,  tho  queen's  speaker  or 
orator,  who  stood  between  her  and  Rainjohary,  the  chief 
minister;  and  the  orator  replied  that  the  queen  was  well, 
and  all  her  relationa  were  well,  and  aaked  how  1  was  after  the 
journey,  and  whether  I  had  been  ill  with  the  fever.  I  thanked 
the  queen,  saying  I  had  been  slightly  indisposed,  but  was 
now  well;  adJing,  that  I  had  lieard  much  of  jMadagascar  and 
of  her  majesty  in  my  own  country,  where  I  had  bad  the 
honour  of  being  presented  to  my  own  gracious  sovereign 
Queen  Victoria,  of  kneeling  before  her,  and  kissing  her  ma- 
jesty's haud,  the  mode  by  which  her  ffubjecta  on  eome  occa- 
sions perauually  render  their  homi^e;  that  I  bad  wished  to 
visit  Madagascar,  and,  now  I  had  the  honohr  of  being  pre- 
Beuted  to  her  majesty,  I  begged  to  repeat  ray  thauks  for  that 
honour,  and  to  present  my  basina  in  token  of  acknowledg- 
ment Taking  a  sovereign  out  of  my  pocket,  and  throwing 
open  my  loag  loo^  robe  in  doing  so,  I  handed  the  sovereign 
to  one  of  the  officers.  The  hasina  waa  acknowledged  on  the 
part  of  the  queen  by  a  slight  inclination  of  the  head.  I  then 
said  that  the  English  had  long  cherished  sentiments  of  friend- 
ship towards  the  Malagasy ;  that  forty  years  ago  George  IV., 
King  of  England,  wished  to  be  a  friend  to  King  Radama,  and 
sent  some  of  his  officers  to  make  a  treaty  of  friendship  with 
liim,  and  to  etigage  with  him  not  to  export  slaves  from  hie 
country;  that  Radama  kept  that  treaty  faithftdly;  and  that 
her  majesty  bad  not  deviated  from  whatGadama  had  engaged 
to  do,  and  did  not  allow  slaves  to  be  exported  from  her 
country.  That  England  did  not  change  in  its  friendship 
towards  Sfada^aHcar ;   that  aftf r  the  death  of  George  IV,, 
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King  William  IV.  reigned  in  Knglanc],  and  he  was  fnendJy 
to  hei  mBJeaty's  country,  as  her  own  ambassadors  who  hod 
ridted  hie  majesty  could  testiiy ;  and  that  now  Queen  Victoria, 
the  present  ruler  of  England,  did  not  change  in  regard  to 
Madaga.scar,  hut  was  her  majeaty  a  fiiend,  and  th«  friend  of  j 
the  government  and  people  of  Madogaecar. 

WTien  this  was  interpreted,  the  queen  fipoke  to  her  orator, 
who  replies!  that  her  majesty  knew  that  the  Engli^^h  did  not 
change,  or  were  not  uncertain  in  their  frienilship,  and  thnt 
neither  did  she^  the  Queen  of  Afadagascar,  change  in  her 
friendship ;  that  she  cherished  friendship  towards  Knglaodf 
the  government  of  England,  aad  towards  Queen  Victoria^  and 
desiTe<l  ever  to  do  eo. 

I  replied,  I  was  sure  it  would  \>e  gratifying  to  the  English 
to  know  this,  for  England  desired  to  be  friendly  with  all 
nations,  and  cuumdered  peace,  and  friendship,  and  commorcial 
int^rcotirse  amongst  nations  the  best  memiB  of  promoting  the 
happiness  of  all.  I  said  that  the  Right  Hon.  the  Earl  of 
Clarendon,  Queen  Victoria's  chief  minister  for  all  arrange- 
menta  with  foreign  nations,  having  heard  that  I  was  about  to 
visit  Madagascar,  had  desired  me  to  t^^ll  her  majesty,  and  her 
majesty's  government,  that  the  English  government  never 
had  entertained  any  other  than  the  most  friendly  Intentioni) 
towards  Maiiagascar ;  that  the  government  of  Queen  Victoria 
cherished  no  other  wishea  or  intentions  now ;  aad  that  if  her 
majesty  had  heard  any  report  to  the  contrary,  such  report 
was  altogether  unfounded*  I  added,  that  it  was  stated  iu  a 
letter  which  the  Eight  Hon.  the  Earl  of  Clarendon  directed 
to  he  written  to  me  befori?  I  left  England,  "that  the  gin-fm- 
ment  of  her  majesty  the  Queen  of  England  aro  most  aiixioua 
for  the  welfare  and  prosperity  of  Madagn-scar ;  and  desire  to 
maintain  the  moat  amicable  relations  with  the  queen;  but 
they  have  no  claim,  and  no  intention,  to  interfere  with  the 
internal  alfairs  of  the  islaiid." 
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This  waa  interpreted,  and  there  was  an  expressian  of  satia- 
factioD  from  the  whole  court.  The  queen  then  turning  to 
the  prince  royal,  her  eon,  who  sat  nest  to  her^  and  to  Prince 
HiitnbGasalama,  her  nephew,  Hpoke  with  animation,  and  at 
some  length.  Her  orator  then  said  that  the  Queen  of  Mada- 
gascar was  satisfied  to  possess  the  friendship  of  the  English  j 
that  she  wished  to  be  the  friend  of  her  majesty  Queen 
Victoria  and  the  EngHsh  government ;  and  that  ahe  did  not 
wish  to  regard  (is  enemies  any  (nation)  across  the  seas,  but 
to  be  friendly  \rith  all,  whether  English,  or  Frenohj  or  any 
other  nation. 

I  then  begged  to  thank  the  queen  for  the  kindness  and 
hospitality  1  had  received  ever  sioee  my  arrival,  more  esped- 
ally  during  the  journey,  and  from  her  majesty  and  the 
officers  eince  my  aiiival  at  the  capital.  The  queen  replied 
that  it  was  right  the  officers  should  treat  me  as  a  friend. 
Soon  after  this,  a  uumhor  of  the  officers  rose,  and  Rainjohary, 
the  chief  TaiiUHter,  intimated  that  we  might  retire.  We  all 
bowed  to  the  queen,  turned  to  the  east,  and  bowed  to  the 
tomb  of  Kadama,  and  proceeded  towards  the  gate ;  but,  as 
the  band  struck  up  the  Malagasy  "  God  save  the  Queen,"  we 
baited,  and  took  off  our  hats;  and,  finally,  at  about  half-past 
four,  left  the  pal&ce  through  the  same  gate  by  which  we  had 
entered. 

Such  was  my  first  interview  with  the  Queen  of  Madagascar. 
I  believe  the  expression  of  satisfaction,  with  the  assurance  I 
wa3  able  to  give  of  the  friendship  of  England,  waa  general 
and  sincere.  It  confirmed  the  long-cherished  prepossessions 
of  the  people  in  favour  of  our  coimtry.  And  when  it  is 
recollected  that  ne.arly  twenty  years  had  elapsed  since  any 
Englishman  had  visit«d  the  capital,  and  that  for  nearly  ten 
years  previous  to  my  first  visit  in  company  with  Mr.  Cameron, 
all  amicable  intercourse  had  been  interrupted  in  cunuequence 
of  the  unanthorised  and  unjustifiable  attack  on  Tamatave  by 
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the  EDglbh  frigate  **  Conway,"  in  conjuuction  with  two 
Frencli  vessels  j  and,  mure  efipecially,  if  we  bear  in  ujiud 
tlie  reports  which,  duriug  that  interval,  had  heeu  circulated 
in  the  island,  to  the  oPfet-t  that  a  hostile  fleet  from  Eug^lautl 
was  coming  againat  Madagascar^  we  ^hall  not  be  surprised  at 
the  cordial  welcome  with  which  the  message  I  had  delivered 
was  received. 

The  account  of  my  presentation  to  the  queen  would,  bow- 
even  be  incomplete  without  some  slight  notice  of  the  palace 
and  its  occupants.  Tlie  palace  called  the  Silver  House  is  an 
astonUliiog  Viiilding.  Few  coutitries  cuuld  furnish  spars  such 
as  those  which  form  the  angles  of  this  wonderful  strncture. 
It  is  entirely  of  wood,  and  is  gpacious,  lofly^  aud  lij;ht,  a«  well 
as  strong,  and  well  put  together;  parallel ograni  in  plan,  and 
seemingly  a  hundred  feet  long ;  fifty  or  aisty  feet  wide,  and 
seventy  feet  high.  The  walls  are  two  etories  high,  and  the 
whole  building  surrounded  by  a  double  verandah*  The  roof, 
which  ia  of  shingles,  is  steep,  with  three  tiera  of  attic  windows 
in  the  ends  and  sides.  The  centre  of  the  roof  is  surmciunted 
by  e,  large  gilt  bird  with  outstretched  wings.  I  suppose  the 
Toromahery,— literally,  bird  of  powers — a  epecies  of  Vulture, 
and  the  crest  or  emblem  of  the  Hovas.  The  large  court  at 
the  northern  end  of  the  palace  is  inclosed  by  a  ^tone  wall,  and 
the  gate  ie  in  the  northern  side  of  the  square.  The  building 
is  not  painted ;  but  the  wood  appeared  to  be  close  grainetJ 
and  durable. 

The  queen  and  court  were  an^embkd  in  the  upper  verandah 
or  balcony.  Her  majesty  occupied  the  central  place,  her  ae^t 
being  raised  above  the  rest.,  and  covered  with  green  daniask. 
Her  niece,  the  Princess  Rabodo,  and  the  female  members  of 
the  court,  sat  on  her  right  hand  ;  her  son,  next  to  her,  on  the 
left;  then  her  nephew,  the  other  members  of  her  family,  and. 
the  chief  officers  of  the  government-  A  large  scarlet  silk 
umbrella,  embroidered  and  fringed  with  gold,  was  held  or 
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filed  over  the  queen,  and  a  smaUer  scarlet  umbrella,  witb- 
oiit  ornament,  wa-s  over  tht;  princess.  The  queen's  figure 
ii3  not  iidl,  but  rather  atout,  her  face  rouuil,  the  forehead 
well  formed,  the  eyes  small,  nose  abort,  but  not  broad,  lipa 
well  defined  and  small,  Ihe  chin  slightly  rounded.  The  whole 
head  and  face  small,  compact,  and  well  ]>roportiijned ;  her 
expression  of  counteuance  rather  agreeable  thjin  otherwise, 
though  at  times  indicating  great  firraness.  She  looked  in 
good  health,  and  vigoroiiB,  considering  her  n^,  which  ia  said 
to  be  sixty-eight. 

Her  majesty  wore  a  crown  made  of  plates  of  gold,  with  an 
ornament  and  charm,  something  like  a  gold  crocodile's  tooth, 
in  the  front  plate ;  she  ba(^l  also  a  necklace  and  large  ear- 
rings of  gold.  Her  dreaa  was  a  whit«  satin  lamboj  with 
sprigs  of  gold,  which,  considering  the  lamba  aa  the  national 
Hova  coBtume,  was  quite  a  queenly  dress.  The  prince,  her 
son,  wore  hia  star,  and  a  coronet  of  apparently  green  velvet, 
bordered  with  a  ring  and  hand  of  leaves  of  massive  silver. 
His  couuD,  Prince  Ramboasyilama,  wore  a  black  velvet  cap 
embroidered  with  gold.  Many  of  the  officers  wore  silk  lambaa 
over  their  clothes. 

Including  the  members  of  the  queen's  family,  officers  of 
the  government,  and  attendants,  there  might  be  perhapa 
eighty  or  a  hundred  persona  in  the  balcony,  but  a  becom- 
ing dignity  and  propriety  of  deportment  waa  manifest  in  all. 
No  one  spoke  besides  the  queen  and  her  orator,  excepting 
the  prince,  and  one  or  two  others  near  her  person,  who  replied 
to  some  remarks  which  the  queen  aildresaed  to  them;  and, 
could  the  remembrance  of  the  trag:ic  scenes  which  Madagascar 
haa  witnessed  within  the  last  twenty  or  thirty  years  have  been 
blotted  out,  I  should  have  gazed  on  the  spectacle  with- 
out any  diminution  of  interest  and  pleasure,  as  exhibiting,  in 
connection  with  the  ruling  power  of  the  country,  the  outward 
indication  of  its  progress  and  civilisation. 
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I  kad  mentioned,  when  conTersing  with  the  princeas  at 
Isoaierana,  that  I  h(ui  some  pieces  of  music  with  me,  and  in 
the  course  of  the  eirening  a  mes&enger  came  from  the  palace 
tu  reCjnest  that  I  would  send  them ;  also  any  more  copies  of 
the  London  Illustrated  News  which  I  niiglit  have  hy  me; 
and  I  was  glad  to  supply  them^  with  such  pieces  of  music  na  a 
kind  friend:,  Mra,  Bartholomew,  a  lady  not  tmknown  in  the 
musicnl  world,  had  given  me  in  London  before  my  departure. 
I  waa  afterwards  told  that  a  new  piece  of  music  was  highly 
prized^  and  that  the  additions  which  my  friends  had  enabled 
me  to  make  to  the  music  imed  at  the  palace  had  been  par- 
ticularly acceptable.  The  evening  of  this  day  I  devoted  to 
writing  my  journal,  aa  far  as  the  visits  of  friends  would  allow, 
but  they  »me  in  such  niimbera  as  to  oocoaiou  some  nnxiety 
to  tny  companiotis. 

I  had  been  invited  by  the  French  gentleman  whom  I  met 
at  the  palace  tfl  breakfast  with  him  mi  the  follo'ft'ing  morning; 
and  about  nine  o'clock  one  of  the  oflScera  of  the  palace  called 
to  accompany  me.  He  informed  me  that  the  queen  and  her 
court  were  pleased  with  the  statement  I  had  made  on  the 
previous  day,  adding,  that  all  were  delighted  with  the  pieces 
of  music  I  had  sent,  and  that  the  queen  hmi  said  she  should 
some  day  send  for  me  to  hear  the  music,  and  see  the  dancing 
at  the  palace.  On  reaching  the  house  of  M»  Laborde  we 
found  the  prince  and  one  of  his  aides-de-camp  already  there, 
I  was  also  intioducpcl  to  M.  Hervier  the  French  Roman  Ca- 
tholic priest,  whom  I  liad  met  at  the  palace  the  day  before. 
Here  1  also  met  M.  Laborde's  son,  a  young  man  about  twenty, 
recently  returned  to  Madagascar,  after  completing  his  educa- 
tion in  France.  In  a  short  time  we  sat  down  to  a  very 
sumptuous  breakfast  serveti  in  the  first  style ;  a  small  band 
of  music  playing  outside  the  house  during  the  time.  Before 
commencing  the  breakfast  the  health  of  the  queen  was  pro- 
posed, and,  when  my  glaais  waa  filled,  I  apologii^ed  ft>r  not 
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driiJdi^  statibg  that  I  ilid  ciot  drink  wine,  but  cordially 
joined  ia  the  sieDtimeDt  of  tbe  toast.  The  next  toasC  was  the 
Prince.  I  was  sitting  nest  to  him,  and  when  all  rose,  he 
said,  •*  Drink  or  not,  as  yon  like."  I  *\ld  not  drink,  but  in- 
titnated  my  eoocurrcnce  in  the  toast,  which  be  nclmowledged. 
In  oonversatioQ  respecting  the  climate,  our  hoi^t  mid  that  tbe 
oenkral  proTince*  were  remarkably  healthy,  and  that  thin  ice 
was  sometimes  seen  in  the  mountains.  We  also  talketl  about 
France,  as  M.  Laborde  said  his  father  lived  at  Pau,  where  I 
bad  passed  two  winters.  There  were  many  kinds  of  wine  on 
the  table,  as  well  as  abundance  of  viandsi,  and  plenty  of  healths 
were  drunk,  including  those  of  Queen  Victoria,  tbe  Emperor 
of  the  French,  and  the  Queen  of  Madagascar.  Towarda  tbe 
clo$e  of  the  breakfast^  our  ho^t  suggestetl  bo  the  Catholic* 
priest  to  propose  my  health  as  their  welcome  guest ;  but  aa 
the  priest  did  not  f^pear  to  have  he«ni  him,  M,  Loborde 
himself  propoeed  it>  observing  that  I  was  not  a  stnuiger,  but 
a  friend,  at  the  same  time  ordering  the  band  to  play  the 
Engli^  "  God  save  the  Queen  **  and  "  Rule  Britannia.'* 
Water-cresaefl,  salad,  fresh  butter,  preserves,  Ac,  were  serredy 
followed  by  dessert,  and  what  the  French  never  tail  to  pro- 
ride,  in  evetr  part  of  the  world,  a  cup  of  good  coflFee. 

Our  conversation  was  chiefly  about  the  politics  of  Europe 
and  the  late  war,  and  the  prince  was  unusually  animated. 
Between  one  and  two  we  took  leave  of  our  boet  and  hia 
Mends,  who  expressed  their  hope  of  our  meeting  again  soon. 
I  walked  home.  The  prince  sent  away  his  palanquin,  took 
my  arm,  and  accompanied  me  to  my  reddence.  Here  he  dis- 
missed his  attendaute,  except  (me  of  his  aides-de-camp  and 
im  officer  of  the  palace,  who  accompanied  hun  into  the  boua^ 
where  we  were  soon  engaged  in  grave  and  earaest  amvetaar- 
tioo  on  subjects  intimately  connected  with  the  prosperity  of 
his  conntry.  He  spoke  fetJingly  of  the  dlfficultiies  which  im- 
peded improvement  amoag&t  the  Malagasy,  and  Rudfi  many 
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inquiries  respecting  the  sources  of  prosperity  in  our  own  an 
other  countries.  This  conversation  increased  the  good  opinio: 
I  had  previously  formed  of  his  understanding  and  capacity 
while  it  confirmed  my  views  of  the  correctness  of  manj  o 
his  opinions,  the  marked  humanity  of  his  feelings  and  hi 
earnest  desire  after  the  true  prosperity  of  his  people.  Mud 
that  he  said  strengtlicucd  my  hopes  of  the  welfare  of  Madar 
gascar  if  hiii  valuable  life  should  be  preserved. 

While  we  were  talking,  a  present  of  a  couple  of  baskets  ol 
snudl  lobsters  arrived  from  the  princess.  I  returned  an  ac- 
knowledgment by  the  bearer,  and  assured  the  prince  of  mj 
sense  of  her  kindness.  He  sai<l  she  was  pleased  with  whaJ 
she  had  seen  of  me,  and  would  come  with  him  some  evening 
to  my  house.  I  said  I  should  be  glad  to  see  the  princeasi,  bui 
being  only  a  traveller,  and  a  sojourner  for  a  short  time  in  iAu 
capital,  I  could  offer  no  suitable  entertainment.  He  saic 
it  would  not  t>e  for  the  entertainment  that  the  princess  woulr 
come,  but  to  express  her  pleasure  at  the  arrival  of  a  friendl] 
visitor  from  England,  and  to  hear  our  conversation.  The  after 
noon  was  far  advanced  before  the  prince  and  his  companion  left 
I  had  not  many  visitors  that  evening,  most  of  my  friends  beinj 
engaged  in  another  direction. 

The  next  day  I  received  a  note  from  the  palace  conveying  ai 
invitation  to  a  dinner,  to  be  given  by  the  queen  on  the  foUowinj 
day  at  a  house  adjacent  to  the  palace,  and  lately  occupied  b^ 
one  of  her  chief  ministers,  whose  son  had  already  paid  me  luort 
than  one  visit.  As  illustrating  the  wealth  of  some  of  the  Mala 
gasy  nobles,  I  was  told  that  the  late  owner  of  the  house  to  whicl 
I  bad  been  invited,  was,  at  the  time  of  his  death,  said  to  bi 
possessed  of  30,000  dollars,  1,000  slaves,  and  3,000  head  o 
cattle,  besides  sheep.  This  property  hod  been  divided  afte; 
his  death  between  his  widow  and  children,  a  son  and  tw< 
daiighters.  Wealth  equal  in  amount  to  tlmt  here  stated,  ii 
probably  confined  to  a  limited  number  of  the  highest  noble 
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nud  chief  officers  of  the  government.  Property  appeared  to  lie 
estiiaatf;:],  not  hy  the  extent  of  land  which  a  mim  possegsedj 
but  by  the  number  of  his  dollars,  slavefi,  or  cattle ;  hence,  an 
individual,  speakiug  on  one  occasion  of  the  losses  he  had  ent- 
fered,  concludtKl  by  saying,  *' Formerly  I  liad  fifty  slaves; 
now  1  have  not  twenty." 

At  three  o'clock  on  the  day  appointed,  an  officer  came  to 
conduct  me  to  the  dinner ;  and  after  ascending  by  a  somewhat 
steep  path  to  the  crest  of  the  hill  on  which  the  house  stands, 
we  reached  the  front  court.,  where  the  queen's  band,  iu  scarlet 
uniform  (apparently  English),  was  stationed  beneath  the 
verandah.  On  enteriag,  I  wa**  received  by  a  n\imbef  of 
servants  dressed  iu  a  sort  of  livery,  consisting  of  blue  jackets 
bordered  with  red.  I  was  politely  wt^lcomed  by  the  owner  of 
the  honse,  a  number  of  officers,  and  other  company,  amongst 
wbtini  were  M.  Ijuborde,  and  the  Cathnlic  priest  with  whom 
I  had  breakfasted.  When  dinner  was  announced,  we  were 
shown  to  our  respective  placen,  which  were  designated  by 
papers  bearing  our  naines  placed  on  the  table.  Mine  was  on 
the  left  hand  of  the  chief  officer,  and  M.  Ijaborde*8  was  im- 
mediately opposite. 

The  room  was  large  and  lofty,  furnished  with  looking- 
glasses,  and  other  artirles  of  European  or  Asiatic  manufac- 
ture, having  a  large  siilehoard  at  one  end.  The  table  wjvj 
splendidly  furnished,  porcelain  vaaes  filled  with  artificial 
flowers,  and  silver  vases  the  si^e  of  wine  coolers  stood  along  the 
centre.  The  covered  dishes,  spoona  aud  forks,  wcro  all  silver ; 
the  diahes  as  well  as  the  vases  being  of  native  manufacture, 
after  English  patterns,,  and  remarkably  well  executed.  On  all 
thege  articlea,  as  well  as  on  the  handles  uf  the  knives,  a 
crowji;,  and  a  bird,  the  crest  of  the  Hovas,  was  engraved^ 

As  soon  as  all  were  seated,  my  friend  the  secretary,  who 
Bat  next  me,  intimated  in  English,  that  a&  I  was  a  stranger, 
and  the  queeaV  gUest,  I  should  now  propose  her  majesty's 
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health,  and  on  a  sign  from  one  of  the  attendants,  the  band  in 
the  verandah  played  the  Malajjofiy  "  God  save  the  Queen." 

The  dinner  comuienced  with  Koup,  after  which  an  almost 
endlcHH  variety  of  viands  were  served.  There  must  have  been 
upwards  of  thirty  different  ilislies  handed  round  in  s\iccessiou  : 
beef  iu  every  form,  poultry,  gain*?,  made  dishes  iu  great 
variety,  with  jmatry,  all  exceedingly  well  cooked,  esptxiially  tlie 
rice,  and  the  rollM  of  breiul.  There  was  not  much  wine  on  the 
table,  the  drinking  wils  very  moderate,  and  there  were  but  few 
toasta.  The  utmost  propriety  characterised  the  deportment 
of  all  present ;  although  there  were  many  of  the  younger 
members  of  the  aristocracy  at  the  table,  the  eutertainineut 
wa»  more  lively,  and  much  less  formal,  tlian  some  at  which  I 
had  l>een  prt-st^nt  in  the  country.  After  the  dessert,  tea  was 
served  in  small  coifL-e  cups,  perliaps  instead  of  coffee,  from  the 
8Up]>osed  preference  of  the  Kiiglisb  for  tea. 

After  the  dinner,  the  chief  (»fficer  rose,  and  delivered  a 
speech  expressive  of  the  good  feeling  and  hosiiitality  of  the 
Queen  of  iladayjuscar  towards  the  subjects  of  other  govern- 
ments, strangers  from  across  the  sea,  visiting  her  country. 
This  was  said  iu  allusion  to  my  pretience  amongst  them ;  and 
then,  stating  that  it  hud  been  the  wish  of  the  queen  and  the 
Malagasy  gyverument  to  preserve  friendship  with  all  foreign 
nations,  he  asked  why  it  was  that  they  were  so  frequently 
disturbed  by  rejiorts  that  the  French  were  coming  to  take 
their  country.  He  said  that  reports  to  that  effect  had  been 
recently  brought,  and  were  now  iu  circulation  amongst  the 
people;  and  then  appealing  to  me  as  recently  from.  Europe, 
he  asked  if  I  knew  whether  these  reports  were  true,  and  if  so, 
why  was  it  that  the  Malagasy  were  to  be  attacked  ? 

Appealed  to  so  directly,  1  could  not  decline  offering  a  few 
words  on  the  subject;  and  after  thanking  the  queen  for  the 
kind  attention  and  hospitality  I  had  experienced,  and  ob- 
serving that  the  cultivation  of  peaceable  and  friendly  feelings 
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among  nations,  and  the  increase  of  comraereial  and  other 
intercourse  between  the  people  of  difiFerent  countries,  was  far 
more  conducive  to  the  pra^perity  of  all,  than  any  other  course ; 
and  that  the  feelings  of  good-will  towartis  Madagascar 
cherished  in  England  had  been  so  fully  reciprocated  by  the 
consideration  and  kindness  I  hati  received  siuce  my  arrival, 
and  that  I  trusted  corresponding  sentiments  were  cherished 
by  the  French.  I  ?aid  that  the  existing  friendship  and  union 
between  England  and  France  would,  it  was  most  ardently 
hoped,  cause  these  two  great  nations  to  combine  together  to 
show  respect  and  friendship  towards  other  nations,  and  thus 
promote  the  prosperity  of  all.  That  as  to  the  intentions  of 
the  French  towanls  Madagjiscar,  I  otuild  not  possibly  know 
nnvthing;  that  in  some  of  the  newspapers  which  I  had  seen 
in  Englantl  there  had  been  statements  about  a  hostile  expedi- 
tion to  be  sent  from  France  against  Madagast-ar;  but  whether 
there  was  anv  fouudation  or  not  for  such  statements  I  could 
not  say:  but  hoped  and  believed  that  time  would  prove  them 
to  be  mere  uufomuleii  rumours.  The  only  probable  cause  that 
I  had  heanl  assigned,  was  the  destruction  of  a  settlement 
recently  formal  by  some  Frenchmen  on  the  north-west  coast 
of  Madagascar. 

The  chief  said  they  much  desired  friendly  and  commercial 
relations  with  all  nations;  and  in  reference  to  the  destruction 
of  the  settlement,  he  observed  that  some  Frenchmen  con- 
nected with  Mauritius,  or  the  Island  of  BourlKtn,  had  come 
and  establishetl  themselves  iu  their  country'  without  permission 
from  the  government ;  had  brought  a  number  of  meft  from 
Mozambique,  had  cut  down  timber,  had  built  a  fort,  and  had 
mountefl  cannon.  That  they  had  been  told  by  the  queen*s 
officer  who  commandrtl  at  the  nearest  militarj'  station,  that  it 
was  not  permitted  to  foreigners  to  come  and  settle  in  the 
countrj-  without  permission  of  the  government,  and  that  they 
must  depart.     That  when  they  had  refused  to  do  so,  the 
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officer  hiul  reported  the  f:aine  to  the  queen,  and  she  had  then 

sent  tliu  force  l»y  whiuli  tlie  Kettlement  ha*l  been  destroyed. 
Then  ai)iJoaliiig  U)  lue  a  fit-cond  time,  he  said,  **  the  queen  is 
the  sole  Kt)vert*ign  uf  Mada<j;aKcur,  and  in  it  right  that  the 
people  of  England,  or  of  France,  or  any  other  country,  should 
come  and  take  possession  of  her  country  without  her  permis- 
sion ?  What  liu  you  think  ulK>ut  that  ?  What  would  be  done 
to  persons  who  nhould  so  act  in  any  other  coimtry?" 

In  answer  tu  his  tqjpeal,  I  Baid  I  did  not  know  what  might 
be  done  in  other  countries,  but  if  any  of  the  Alalagasy  or 
other  i)ersons  were  to  land  in  Kngland,  and  were  to  attempt 
to  take  posst!ssion  of  any  of  the  laud  or  property  there,  they 
would  soon  find  themselves  in  the  hands  of  the  police.  With 
regard  to  ^la^laj^juseur,  I  observed  that  I  hati  always  under- 
stood, from  such  infitrmation  as  I  had  gathered  from  docu- 
ments publisiied  c»u  the  subject,  that  whatever  rights  the 
French  might  have  possesseti  or  exercised  in  Madagascar 
previous  to  1810,  had  been  transferred  to  the  English  by  the 
changes  of  war,  wliicb  at  that  time  gj.ve  the  Islands  of  Mau- 
ritius aud  Bourbon,  with  all  tlieir  dependencies,  to  the  Eng- 
lish, who  had  so(»n  afterwards  taken  possession  of  all  French 
establishments  in  Madagascar;  that  the  English  had  given 
back  the  Island  of  liourbon  to  the  Freueh  in  1815,  and  had 
subsequently  surrendered,  by  treaty  \vilh  liadama,  all  their 
possessions  in  iladi^ascar  to  him ;  and  that  whatever  Radama 
possessed  had  descended  to  tlie  present  sovereign. 

M.  Labordethen  rose,  and  said  that  what  I  had  stated  was 
true  with  regard  to  the  rumours  of  a  hostile  fleet*  They 
were  only  statements  in  the  newspapers,  aud  were  not  au- 
thorised ;  also  tliat  if  any  persons  were  to  laud  iu  France  or 
England  they  would  be  treated  as  I  had  described,  if  not 
worse ;  and  that  if  any  English  or  French  came  and  settled 
in  Madagascar  without  leave,  the  Malt^asy  should  cut  them 
to  pieces. 
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The  chief  officer  agoiii  roae^  and  said  the  Queen  of  Mada- 
r.desired  to  be  friendly  with  all  foreign  nations;  that 
regarded  none  pa  her  enemies;  anU  wished  to  maintain 
friendly  intercourse  with  the  people  of  all  countries. 

Sooa  afterw&rds  the  conTeraatioa  ended,  and  the  company 
aeparated.  Ah  we  went  out,  M.  Tjabarde,  accompanied  by  his 
ain  and  the  priest,  took  my  arm  in  hi?,  and  ted  the  way  to 
iny  palanquin,  whore  we  parted  with  mutual  sabitationR. 

Without  any  pretension  to  a  knowledge  of  medicine  beyond 
such  as  hati  been  acquired  from  books,  by  a  few  months' 
attendance  at  a  colonial  dispensary,  and  nearly  ten  years' 
residence  in  a  place  where  there  was  no  European  medical 
practitiuner,  eren  to  meet  the  requirements  of  my  own  family, 
1  hatl  taken  out  with  me  to  Madagascar  a  small  tjuantity  nf 
the  most  common  and  useful  medicineB,  and  had  often  found 
them  very  acceptable  to  the  foreigners  as  well  as  the  natives. 
The  examinere  at  the  native  Custom  Hause  had  opened  the 
ease  containing  Ihesej  and  aiso  my  photographic  chemicals ; 
and  TLB  everything  of  the  kind  was  supposed  to  be  medicine, 
my  supply  was  considered  tfl  be  abundant,  and  applications 
were  proportionately  frequent,  Madagascar  appears  to  be 
rich  ia  uiedicina]  plants.  The  natives  are  acquainted  with 
the  properties  of  many  ;  but  they  are  very  auxioua  to  obtain 
European  medicine^  and  even  send  occasionally  t-o  Mauritius 
for  ft  supply.  Since  my  arrival  at  the  capital^  applications  for 
medicine  had  been  numerous  ;  and  before  sunrise  one  morning 
a  note  was  brought  while  I  was  dressing,  informing  me  that 
the  bearer  was  an  officer  of  rank,  and  would  be  glad  if  [ 
could  renrttr  him  any  medical  assistance.  He  himself  wan 
outside  in  his  palanquin.  In  a  short  time  he  entered,  accom- 
panied by  two  chiefs  and  followed  by  attendants,  !  found  be 
had  been  one  of  the  youths  placeil  by  Radama  on  hoard 
Eng:Ush  ships  of  war  to  leam  seamanship,  and  that  he  had 
been  several  years  in  a  vessel  commanded   by  Commodore 
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Nourse.  He  spoke  much  of  the  life  he  had  led  on  board  the 
(thi[)K.  I  found  him  Kuffering  from  extensive  sores  in  the 
lower  limbu,  to  which  I  applietl  dressings  and  bandages,  &c. 
After  remaining  with  me  two  or  three  hours  he  returned,  but 
repeated  his  visit  in  a  few  daysi. 

I  had  not  yet  ventured  to  make  any  use  of  my  photographic 
apj>aratus,  not  feeling  (juile  sure  how  it  might  be  regarded; 
but  on  this  day  a  note  eame  from  an  officer  of  the  palace, 
saying  that  the  prince  wished  to  have  liis  likeness  taken,  and 
would  come  for  that  purpose  on  the  following  morning.  As  I 
had  my  dark  room  to  arrange,  chimera  to  vinpack,  and  chemi- 
cals to  prepare,  I  could  n<it  possibly  l)e  ready  by  the  next 
morning;  and  wrote  to  say  that  I  should  be  happy  to  take 
the  likenesN  of  the  prince  ai  soon  as  my  materials  were  ready. 

I  hatl  a  succession  of  visitors  throughout  the  day ;  and 
about  seven  o'clock  in  the  evening,  as  I  was  sitting  in  my 
inner  room,  the  young  chief  who  had  accompanied  me  from 
Tamatave  came  in  to  say  that  a  sick  person  with  some  friends 
had  come  to  see  me.  I  said,  "  Ask  them  to  come  in."  Wlien 
the  door  opened,  they  brought  in  a  palanquin,  which  they 
placed  on  the  table  in  the  outer  room,  an<l  after  removing  the 
covering,  raised  up  a  thin,  feeble,  gasping  woman,  her  hus- 
band, relatives,  and  {vttendants,  to  the  number  of  nineteen, 
all  standing  roimd.  Her  husband  stated  that  all  the  native 
medicines  deemed  likely  to  be  of  any  service  had  been  re- 
sorted tfi  in  vain,  and  the  jiatient  was  so  feeble  as  to  he  unable 
to  sit  up,  and  could  scarcely  take  any  food.  I  did  not  expect 
much  benefit  would  result  from  any  medicine  I  could  give ; 
I  but  I  spoke  kindly  to  the  sufferer  and  her  frientls,  and  pro- 

mised 8\ich  medicine  as  I  thought  most  likely  to  afford  relief. 
The  poor  invalid  expressed  her  great  pleasure  at  having  seen 
me ;  and  said  she  should  be  grateful  if  it  should  please  God 
to  restore  her  to  health.  After  conversing  some  time,  the 
feeble  sufferer  was  gently  laid  down  in  the  palanquin  by  her 
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female  frienda^  and  carefiiHy  covered  overt  when  the  bearers 
came  in,  took  up  their  burden,  acid,  followed  by  tbe  buHbivnd 
and  friends,  earned  her  Lack  to  her  home,  which  I  was  told 
waa  at  aome  diatatice. 

As  aoon  as  I  waa  up  the  next  morning  I  was  aaked  to 
go  and  nee  a  number  of  sick  persons  from  a  distance,  who 
were  in  an  adjacent  bouse,  I  found  a  whole  family — the 
niiitber  with  an  infant  in  her  anns,  and  three  other  children 
—  all  suflFering  from  what  seemed  to  be  a  severe  attatrk  of 
'influenza,  ^^len  I  bad  spoken  to  the  mother,  the  father 
asiked  me  if  I  could  afford  any  relief  to  a  young"  woman  who 
hiwl  came  with  her,  who  had  been  struck  by  lightning  and 
was  deaf.  He  then  pointed  to  another  in  tbe  company  who, 
be  eaid,  waa  -an  orphan,  and  a  martyr's  child.  WTille  en- 
gaged with  this  little  company  of  Hufferers,  I  was  sent  for  to 
rny  own  house,  where  I  fnmid  an  officer  from  the  palace,  who 
asked  for  eome  medicine  for  himself  and  bis  cbililren,  and 
who  alflo  told  me  that  the  qneen  was  waiting-  for  what  the 
diviners  ehoidd  declare  to  be  a  lucky  day,  in  order  to  receive 
the  presents  I  had  brought.  I  mentioned  my  want  of  a  table 
for  photogrnphic  purposes,  and  in  the  conrne  of  the  afternoon 
one  waa  sent  from  the  prince's  establishment ;  and  a  right 
royal  table  it  waa^—so  large  and  heavy,  a&  only  with  diffi- 
culty to  be  got  int^i  the  house. 

AmongHt  my  visitors  in  the  evening  were  a  chief  and  one 
of  his  companions,  who  had  been  during  t^,e  past  year  to 
Ibali,  He  stated  that,  in  con.sequence  of  reports  of  a  foreign 
teacher  being  at  Ibali,  a  place  on  the  western  coast  of  Ma- 
dagascar, A  letter  had  been  written  stating  that  they  had 
heard  of  his  arrival,  but  did  not  know  whether  he  waa 
English,  or  French,  or  American,  and  that  the  bearer  of  the 
letter  bad  come  to  see  bim.  My  %ij:iitor,  accompanied  by  five 
others,  had  undertaken  to  convey  this  letter.  Their  equip- 
ment consisted  of  two  guns  with  ammunition,  a  spade  to  dig 
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tip  rootfi  with,  a  knife  or  hatchet,  with  beads  and  buttons,  to 
barter  for  provisions  on  their  way.  After  journeying  through 
forestt*  and  Hwamps,  over  rivers  and  mountains,  sometiines 
almost  famislu'd  for  want  of  fowl,  they  approached  the 
western  coas-t.  There  they  were  met  by  a  party  of  Saka- 
lavas,  the  people  of  the  country  hostile  to  the  Hovas  though 
subject  to  them.  These  people  seized  the  Hovas,  plundered 
them  of  their  gims,  &c.,  stripped  them  of  their  clothes,  and 
then  sold  three  or  four  of  them  as  slaves  to  an  Arab  trader 
who  was  on  the  coa>;t  in  a  small  vessel.  From  him  they 
were  transferreii  to  the  French  authorities  at  Nosibe,  an 
I  island  on  the  north-west  coast  of  Madagascar,  whence  they 

were  to  be  sent  to  Keunion  to  l>e  engaged  as  free  labourers 
for  five  years. 

Before  leaving,  however,  the  letter  of  which  they  were  the 
bearers  had  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  French  authorities, 
who,  in  cunsecpience,  kept  these  men  at  Nosil>e,  and  sent 
other  men  taken  out  of  the  prison  to  Keimion  in  their  stead. 
At  Nosib^  they  were  treated  with  great  kindness  l»y  the 
Roman  Catholic  priests,  who  took  them  to  their  places  of 
worship  and  endeavoured  to  instruct  them  in  the  JRoman 
Catholic  religion.  Afterwards  they  sent  them  to  Reunion, 
■  where  the  priests  showed  them  much  attention,  and  en- 
deavoured to  induce  them  to  regard  their  religion  with 
favour.  They  were  aftenvards  sent  to  the  island  of  St. 
Mary's,  on  the  east  coa.«t,  also  occupied  by  the  French  ; 
whence  they  proceeded  to  the  mainland,  and  then  hastened 
up  to  the  capital. 

I  was  deeply  interested  in  the  account  which  the  chief 
gave  mc  of  many  of  the  incidents  of  their  journey,  of  the 
former  part  of  which  he  sad)sef[uently  furnished  me  with  an 
account  in  writing.  He  spoke  of  the  uniform  kindness  they 
had  received  at  Reunion,  and  of  the  endeavours  made  to 
induce  them   to   stay.     But   they  did  not  appear   to    have 
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been  at  all  inclined  to  SMiopt  the  religion  of  the  prople.  In 
a  letter  which  some  of  the  natives  wrote,  after  repeated 
conversations  with  those  of  their  countrymen  who  had  Vieen 
in  Reunion,  they  s^il,  "It  seemed  as  if  the  Pope  eitood  (in 
authority)  in  tlie  place  of  Gotl,  and  that  the  priest  forgave 
sins.  And  as  to  the  images,  &c.,  bet'ore  which  they  pro- 
strated themselves,  it  was  like  the  sampy  or  idols  of  our 
own  country."  This  appeared  to  be  the  impression  which 
the  reports  of  the  travellers  had  made  on  theii-  iHinds.  How- 
ever much  I  might  deem  the  teaching  of  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholic priests  to  be  erroneous,  and  however  the  Romish 
system  might,  in  my  apprehension,  tend  to  hinder  rather 
than  help  the  people  in  their  endeavours  after  knowledge, 
improvement,  freedom  and  espanision  of  thought,  as  well  as 
social  elevationj  I  could  not  dLsapprove  of  the  endeavours  of 
the  prie.'^ta  to  make  the  strangerj*  acijuainted  with  their  creed 
and  modes  of  worship,  hut  was  not  surprised  to  find  that  it 
had  not  commended  itself  to  their  judgment  and  approval. 

In  the  evening  I  received  a  visit  from  one  of  the  highest 
officers  in  the  government.  He  was  a  remarkably  handsiime 
man.  Hib  featureti  were  small  and  quite  European^  though 
his  complejtion  was  almost  black.  He  was  splendidly  dressed, 
and  accompanied  by  two  aides-de-camp,  also  fine,  noble- 
looking  men.  After  a  long  and  interesting  conversation, 
my  sensible  and  really  intt'lUgent  visitors  took  their  leave, 

I  then  resumed  my  preparations  for  taking  the  likeness  of 
the  prince,  who  had  fleut  to  inform  me  that  he  should  come 
in  the  morning.  I  had  finifthed  all  except  adding  the  acetic 
acid  to  the  developing  eolution,  and  the  rectifying  of  the 
hath ;  but  no  acetic  acid  could  I  find.  The  case  of  chemicals 
put  up  by  Messrs.  Hopkins  and  Williams  was  examined  again, 
and  all  the  bottles  taken  out ;  many  that  I  seemed  likely 
to  want,  and  some  that  I  never  seemed  likely  to  want, 
were  there,  hut  neither  acetic  acid  nur  any  other  fluid  acid. 
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Every  other  box  or  case  in  which  it  was  even  likely  to  be  was 
examined,  hut  with  no  better  success,  and  al»out  midnight  I 
gave  up  the  search,  and  wrote  a  note  to  be  taken  by  a  friend 
to  the  prince  at  daybreak,  to  wiy  I  could  not  possibly  take 
bis  portrait  in  the  morning.  I  then  examined  all  my  in- 
voices, and  to  my  dismay  fonn<l  no  acetic  acid  there.  My 
friend  Mr.  Feuton  had  assisted  me  in  making  out  the  list,  and 
I  had  the  most  distinct  remembrance  of  Kpeaking  about  it  at 
the  time ;  but  how  it  came  to  bo  omitted  is  still  a  mystery. 
My  peq>lexity  wa.s  great ;  and  I  am  sure  all  photographers 
who  have  been  in  similar  circumstances  of  destitution,  in  a 
I  country  where  there  were  no  chemists'  shops,  and  no  fellow 

I  photographers  of  whom  to  borrow,  will  be  able  fully  to  sym- 

pathise with  me. 

I  had  scarcely  finished  breakfast  when  the  inquiry  I  had 
anticipatet^l  came  from  the  (lueen's  secretary,  —  when  could  I 
take  the  likeness  of  the  prince  ?  I  replied,  as  soon  aa  I  had 
finished  making  the  "  strong  water,"  one  of  the  ingredients  for 
which  I  had  not  yet  found.  The  secretary  was  accompanied 
by  his  wife  and  three  children,  for  whom  he  solicited  some 
medicine.  Then  I  had  a  note  from  the  son  of  one  of  the 
princes,  informing  me  of  his  illness  and  asking  for  medicine. 
The  rest  of  the  day  was  comparatively  quiet. 

On  Monday,  August  15th,  I  was  again  among  the  che- 
micals by  daybreak,  but  with  no  better  success ;  gallic  and 
pyrogallic  acids  were  all  I  could  find.  I  sent  my  servant  to 
the  market,  to  buy  a  quantity  of  the  sourest  Malagasy  limes 
he  could  find,  and  took  some  tartaric  acid,  not  very  pure, 
out  of  my  medicine-chest.  \\Tiile  I  was  at  breakfast  four 
officers  arrived,  followed  by  a  number  of  attendants  bearing 
baskets  of  eggs,  poultry,  and  rice  as  a  present  from  the  queen, 
for  which  I  expressed  my  grateful  acknowledgments ;  when 
the  officers  returned,  and  I  proceeded  with  my  experiments. 
I  Having  received,  on  the  previous  day,  an  intimation   that 


OBAK  XIV.    ACCEPTABLE  PR1WENT3  TO  TUE  QUEEN. 


auj 


the  queen  would  send  for  the  preseate  to-day,  I  had  made 
all  readj ;  and  iiboiit  noon  the  officers  came  from  the  palace 
to  take  them  to  the  queen.  I  had  previously  arraBged  them, 
and  made  out  lists  of  all  the  articles.  I  repeated  what  I  had 
already  stAted  to  the  officers,  that  I  had  not  the  treasure  of 
tbe  merchants  who  sometimes  visited  the  eapit^U,  and  re- 
gretted that  my  presents  were  so  insignificant ;  hut  desired 
to  offer  what  I  had  brought  as  expressive  of  my  grateful  sense 
of  tht:  kind  reception  I  had  met  with  antl  a  trifling  memorial 
of  my  visit.  I  then  handed  to  them^  a  parcel  CHontaining 
jewellery  from  Hia  Excellency  the  Governor  of  Mauritius; 
&Bd  afterwarrls  delivered  to  them  the  hoses  containing  my 
presents  for  the  queen,  the  prince,  and  the  princess^  which 
were  to  be  taken  to  the  palace.  Those  for  the  chiefs  were  to 
be  taken  to  their  own  houses. 

Amongst  my  presents  to  the  queen  was  a  large  framed  en- 
graving of  our  own  Gracious  S<)vereign,  and  of  His  Royal 
Highness  the  Prince  Consort,  together  with  a  large  coloured 
print  of  Windsor  Castle,  also  in  a  gilt  frame.  I  had  heard 
that  there  were  good-sized  plates  of  the  portraits  uf  the  Hiu- 
peror  and  the  Empress  of  the  French  ui  the  palace,  and  tliL' 
officers  when  they  saw  the  portraits  of  (Jueen  Victoria  ami 
the  Prince  Consort  said  they  thought  they  would  be  acceplahlc 
to  their  queen.  The  present-s  for  the  prince  royal  and  the 
princeBS  were  arranged  separat*?ly.  When  the  officers  had 
ascertained  that  the  articles  accorded  with  the  lists,  their 
own  attendants  luid  two  of  my  men  carried  them  to  the 
palace.  Aniongstr  the  presents  were  a  number  of  articles 
which  had  been  kindly  contributed  by  my  friends  at  home, 
and  though  in  many  instajices  of  simple  and  Inejqsensive 
material,  their  value  was  enhanced  by  the  beautiful  forma 
into  which  they  had  been  wrought  by  skilful  and  indut^trioua 
hands. 

Aa  soon  as  the  ofHcera  had  left  mej  I  returned  to  my  expe- 
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riments,  having  added  to  my  other  acttls  a  hottle  of  weak 
vinegar.  Alwnt  four  o'clock  M.  Lahorde  and  two  offic«ra 
of  the  palace  amveii.  The  officers  had  been  sent  hy  the 
queen  to  invite  me  to  sec  a  huH-figbt,  in  the  courtyard  of 
the  palace,  that  afternoon.  1  acknowledged  the  kindness  of 
her  majesty  in  inviting  me,  but  begged  to  be  excused.  At 
§nnset  three  officers  came  from  the  qiieed,  to  thank  me  for  tfio 
presents  from  the  governor  of  Mauritins,  and  those  from 
myaelf.  They  said  the  fpieeu  waa  much  pleased  with  the 
portraits.  They  also  brotaght  a  similar  message  from  the 
prince  and  princess.  When  they  rettimed,  I  repeated  my 
apoVtgy  for  not  going  to  see  the  btill-fight. 

Soon  after  they  were  gone  anotlier  party  of  viators  were 
amiDuncecl.  When  they  entered,  a  respectable  matronly- 
looking  woman  said  she  hatl  been  wailing  for  an  opportunity 
of  seeing  me  ever  since  my  arrival,  to  ask  if  I  had  any  medi- 
cine I  could  give  her  for  her  aon^  now  seventeen  years  of  age, 
who  had  been  afflicte<l  with  leproay  five  years.  -She  added 
that  she  bad  tried  every  kind  of  native  medicine,  hut  in  vain, 
I  told  her  I  Hyrapathised  with  her  in  thu  affiiction,  but  feared 
I  had  no  medicine  that  would  cure  that  inveterate  disease. 
She  wept  much,  and  her  husband  was  also  greatly  affected, 
aaying,  "  Then  there  is  no  remedy."  At  length  ahe  said  she 
must  hope  in  the  goodness  of  God,  and  he  grateful  that  ber 
other  three  children  were  frea  She  left  me  soon  afterwards 
and  in  the  evening  the  queen's  secretary  sent  for  the  pres«its 
for  the  other  chiefa. 

Before  making  my  appearance  the  next  morning,  one  of 
my  patients  was  waiting  outside  in  hfa  palanquin ;  yet  all  the 
time  I  couM  fiecure  I  employed  in  trying,  by  ejfperimenta,  to 
find  a  substitute  for  the  missing  acid,  1  suoceeded  best  with 
the  vinegar;  with  tartaric  acid  I  only  obtained  a  faint  reddish 
image. 

Karly  the  following  morning  an  nide-de-camp  of  the  prince 
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came  to  know  when  I  should  be  ready  to  take  the  likeness.  I 
took  hiM  into  the  room  ta  see  the  camera  and  the  chemicalg, 
&c.,  and  toKl  hiui  that  one  buttle  was  missing,  but  that  m 
BOun  aa  I  was  ready  I  would  iofotrn  the  prince.  After  break- 
fast the  queeu'a  secretary  earne  to  let  me  know  that  there 
would  be  a  ball  or  dance,  in  the  presence  of  the  »{ueen,  on 
the  folluHr'ing  day,  and  that  I  was  invited  to  be  present.  He 
uald  the  queen  was  pleased,  with  my  visit ;  and  he  inquired 
when  I  should  begin  with  the  likenesses,  as  both  the  prince 
and  priucesa  proposed  io  come  on  Friday^,  and  he  hoped  I 
should  be  ready  then. 

While  we  were  talkinj^,  one  of  the  chief  officers  of  the 
palace  came  and  a«ked  me  to  go  and  see  his  wife,  who  was  an 
invalid,  I  accompanied  him  to  his  rewdence,  a  nice  comfort- 
able two-storied  house,  built  of  wood,  with  sleeping  rooms 
upstairs.  Soon  after  onr  arrival  hie  wife,  attended  by  a 
female  domestic,  came  down  atairt*  into  the  pleasant,  neatly- 
furnished  room  in  which  we  weie  waiting.  After  a  short  con- 
versation, I  said  I  thought  I  had  Bome  medicine  that  would 
afford  her  rt^ief ;  and  as  the  chief  returned  \fii\i  me,  t  gave 
Liin  a  supply  for  her  use.  The  friends  who  viaited  me  in  the 
evening  were  equally  astonished  and  deJig^hted  with  this 
chiers  coming  to  me.  Later  in  the  day  he  brought  me  a 
turtle  as  a  present,  and  said  he  would  come  and  live  in  a 
house  very  near,  in  order  that  I  might  see  hi&  wife  often. 

On  Thursday,  September  18th,  I  was  early  at  work  with 
iny  cameni,  but  was  obliged  to  leave  offj  ag  I  expected  a 
naesaenger  from  the  palace.  Soon  after  twelve  I  was  sent  for, 
and  followed  the  messenger*  The  road  to  the  palace  waa 
literally  thronged,  and  the  walls  of  the  enclosures  round  the 
houses  were  surmounted  by  the  heads  and  shoulders  of  people 
standing  inside,  two  or  three  deep,  chiefly  of  women  in  holi- 
day costume.  The  roofs  of  the  buildings  tiverlookiug  the 
palace-yard  were  also  thronged  with  spectatflrs. 
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All  the  chiefs  assembled  on  this  occasion  were  in  Arabic 
costume,  wearing  long  loose  robes  of  green,  yellow,  white,  or 
red ;  and  turbans  and  sashes  of  every  variety  of  colour,  with 
a  profusion  of  jewellery.  M.  Laborde  and  his  son  were 
dressed  in  scarlet  and  orange  dresses,  with  immense  turbans 
to  match,  and  slippers  turned  up,  with  pointed  toes.  They 
were  accompanied  by  the  priest  and  two  Frenchmen,  who  had 
recently  come  from  Tamatave,  to  thank  the  queen  for  the 
respect  shown  to  the  memory  of  tlie  late  M.  I)e  Lastelle. 
After  waiting  a  short  time  on  the  outside  we  entered  the  large 
court  before  the  palace,  when  the  baud  played  the  national 
air,  and  the  soldiers  presented  arms.  The  queen  and  her 
court,  sixty  or  seventy  persous,  occupied  the  large  oi>en  ve- 
randah or  balcony  in  the  centre  of  the  palace.  The  queen 
sat  beneath  the  large  scarlet  umbrella  and  wore  the  same 
lamba  as  on  my  former  visit  to  the  palace,  but  a  smaller, 
lighter  crown,  something  like  a  coronet  of  gold  on  a  scarlet 
velvet  cap.  All  the  members  of  the  court  were  in  Arab  cos- 
tume. The  prince  wore  an  orange-coloured  siik  robe,  and  a 
gi-een  silk  turban,  with  a  gold  crescent  in  the  centre. 

The  Frenchmen  and  myself  were  directed  to  cliaira  on  the 
left  in  the  shade ;  and  beyond  the  seats  we  occupied,  on  the 
same  side,  sat  a  large  number  of  native  women.  Tlie  officers 
were  seated  along  immediately  in  front  of  the  queen,  and  a 
number  of  the  members  of  the  court  sat  on  the  right  opposite 
to  us.  The  queen's  band  and  the  prince's  band  were  ranged 
on  the  right  side  of  the  square,  beyond  the  members  of  the 
court  Kehind  them  sat  a  large  company  of  singing  women, 
in  front  of  whom  stood  three  or  four  men  blowing  the  turbo, 
or  trumpet  shell,  and  making  a  kind  of  bass  to  the  women's 
soft  and  monotonous  music  in  singing.  The  farther  end  of 
the  court  was  filled  with  spectators,  and  the  outside  beyond 
was  crowded  with  lines  of  lookers-on  standing  one  above  the 
other. 
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Tiie  danciug  was  conitiienced  by  the  Sakalavas,  inhabitants 
of  tte  western  partd  of  the  island.  The  Sakalava  band  of 
native  infitruinettta  included  a  large  drum  hdlowed  out  of  a 
solid  piece  of  wood,  with  several  smaller  ones,  and  t^^mtoma 
<ir  tain Ik) urines,  apparently  of  Asiatic  origin,  the  drum  exactly 
rejienibling  thiwe  I  had  seen  in  Ceyluu.  Four  men  arrayed 
as  warriors,  wearing  singularly-shaped  scarlet  caps,  having  a 
broad  scarlet  lappet  hanging  down  behind,  with  muskets  in 
their  baiid.^3  and  powder  hnn^s  i^Iuug  at  their  sidesj  and  the 
Malagasy  amameut  or  cltarni  of  silver  crocodile 'a  teeth  fawt- 
enedin  front  of  their  gii-dlea  or  sashes,  followed  tliis  hand,  led 
"by  a  sort  of  chief  whose  buj^inesM  Heemed  to  be  to  indicate  the 
movennsnts  of  the  dance.  The  dancers  were  tall,  light-madt' 
men.  Commeuciiig  their  i>erfori nance  as  .won  a.s  they  en- 
tered the  court,  they  continued  pausing  from  side  to  side  of 
the  open  space  in  the  centre,  makiag  a  sort  of  zigzag  course 
until  they  came  ininiediately  in  front  of  the  queen.  The 
mu.sici&a  tLen  gave  three  or  four  loud  strokea  on  the  large 
dJTum,  while  the  dancers  bowed  before  her  majesty,  and  then 
retired  to  the  side. 

These  were  followed  by  four  or  five  other  >!eta  of  8akalavii 
dancers  of  four  each,  whci,  entering  by  the  gate,  danced  alon^' 
each  party  with  a  different  figure  or  step  until  they  came 
before  the  queen,  when  they  bowed  and  retired.  In  addition 
to  the  nrnsket  in  the  right  haudj  one  ot  two  of  the  seta  held 
&  silk  handkerchief  or  sniall  scarf  in  the  left  Their  rnove- 
meuta  were  light  and  eaay ;  but  for  the  most  part  meastireJ 
and  slow,  except  in  those  passages  which  appeared  designed, 
to  represent  the  more  exciting  movements  of  battle,  the 
a.ssault,  the  strife,  the  pursuit^  and  the  triumph.  There  waa 
no  shouting,  and  even  these  moTemeuta,  though  the  miisketa 
were  sometimes  thrown  up  in  the  air  and  ca.ught  as  they  fell, 
were  restrained  and  moderate?,  accoi-ding  hut  little  with  the 
ideas  we  are  accustomed  to  a<fiiociate  with  the  war-dance  of 
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the  aavsige;  and  bad  any  caterer  for  public  ainiiseraCDt  m 
Kurope  beeu  present,  the  Sakalava  waltz  might  perhaps  have 
beea  transferred  to  more  civiliBe*!  aswemljlioy. 

After  the  Satalava  dance,  about  a  liiindred  females,  con- 
nected, as  I  inferred,  from  Iht-ir  air,  their  apparel,  and  the 
careful  and  elalKirate  dressing  of  their  hair,  with  the  officers 
and  other  respectable  faniilien!  of  the  capital,  euterwl  the  open 
8]>ace.  They  ranged  themselves  three  abreast  mid  facing  the 
queen,  in  a  Kort  of  open  column.  The  line  or  column  con- 
sisted of  thirty-fuiir  successive  threes.  Aa  soon  as  they  were 
in  position  they  slipped  the  lambas  or  scarfs  from  their 
shoiilder-s  down  to  their  waists,  and  thus  exhibited  their  rich 
velvttj  satin,  eiJk,  and  miislin  dresses,  mauy  of  thorn  trimmed 
about  the  body  and  sleeves  with  gold.  The  queen^s  baud. 
commenced  a  slow  soft  native  tune.  A  dancing-naaster  at  the 
head  uf  the  column,  and  fjiting  the  queen,  signalled  the 
movements,  and  the  dancing  commenced  —  if  dancing  it  could 
be  called  in  which  the  feet  covered  by  the  flowing  lanilia 
appeared  scarcely  to  move,  for  each  dancer  remained  on  the 
juarne  apot,  and  the  arms  chiefly  answered  iu  easy  and  grace- 
ful motion  to  the  measure  of  the  music.  There  was  not  a 
really  fair  frice  among  them,  though  none  were  vety  dark.  The 
figure  and  the  countenance  of  many  were  more  finely  formed 
than  those  of  lower  gratie^  and  numbers  of  them  might  tiave 
been  termed  hand.sDme.  The  muttic  consiated  entirely  of 
original  njitive  tunes  remarkably  soft  and  simple.  After  two 
or  three  dances  they  bowed  to  the  sovereign  and  retired. 
Such  were  the  native  dances  of  the  day. 

Five  very  juvenile  couples,  dressed  iu  silk  and  mu»liu,  now 
came  forward.  They  were  the  children  of  the  high  officers  of 
the  govermnent,  and  danced  exceedingly  well  iu  the  Europe.au 
style,  to  European  tunes.  They  also  made  their  how  to  the 
queen,  and  then  retired. 

Kitjht  couples  of  young  men  and  women  then  rase  from  tbo 
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lUrt  circle  and  came  to  the  centre.  The  ladies  were  gorgeously 
attired  in  silk  and  satin,  with  a  profusion  of  Bead  oruaments, 
pearlfi  and  other  necklaces,  and  bracelets.  The  men  all  wore 
slk  Spanish  dresses,  ehort  jackets  with  slashed  sleeves,  silk 
rOwsers,  slashed,  and  shoes  to  match,  also  embroidered  caps 
^'ftdomed  with  ostrich  feathers.  The  son  of  Eadaraa's  &iater,  a 
fine  young  man  about  twenty-five,  and  the  daughter  of  Prince 
Hamonja,  were  the  first  couple,  and  led  the  dance.  Dancing 
Beemed  to  be  grave  work  with  them  all.  I  rarely  eaw  more 
than  a  social  smile,  and  shuuld  think  ecartx'ly  a  dozen  words 
were  exchanged  by  the  dancers,  who,  while  dancing,  seemed 
to  be  wholly  absorbed  with  the  figure  and  the  step.  The 
zutisic  was  European,  and  so  were  the  dances. 

Soon  after  these  had  bowed  to  the  queen  and  res.nmed 
their  acat&,  seven  couples  of  the  younger  members  of  the  royal 
and  uable  familiea  came  forward.  Their  ages  might  range 
between  fifteen  and  eighteen.  The  aon  of  Prince  Hamboaaa- 
lama,  the  handsomest  youth  I  had  seen,  waa  splendidly 
dressed  in  a  suit  of  scarlet  and  gold,  with  a  cap  of  the  same, 
and  Ostrich  plume.  The  son  of  the  proprietor  of  the  house 
in  which  the  ipieen  had  given  her  dinner  and  an  intereating- 
looking  young  girl  led  off  the  dance.  The  youth  waa  dressenl 
in  jacket  and  pantaloons  of  green  velvet  studded  with  gold, 
over  which  hung  a  mantle  of  purple  velvet  embroidered  with 
a  deep  gold  >*order.  His  partner  also  wore  a  dress  of  purple 
velvet  with  gold  embroidery.  The  dress  of  the  remaining 
couples  waa  equally  rich  and  splendid* 

The  Frenchmen  seemed  to  be  highly  gratified  with  the 
gorgeous  spectacle,  which  continued  until  nearly  four  o'clock  ; 
when  the  dancing  ceased  and  the  court  retired,  WTien  the 
nobles  had  nearly  all  left  the  balcony,  the  prince  rose,  and  led 
his  mother,  who  seemed  glad  of  the  support  of  his  arm,  into 
the  palace;  while  we,  mingling  with  the  crowd  of  officers 
and  guests  moving  towards  the  gate,  bowed  and  departed. 
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It  was  a  aceite  wbicli  it  waa  perhaps  well  to  witness  once  id 
a  lifetime.  It  appeared  Bomething  like  the  reality  of  what 
the  gargeous  and  iinpuaing  pageants  of  our  theatres  are  re- 
ported to  represent ;  destitute,  indeed,  of  the  flood  of  ligfati 
ond  all  those  rich  and  gay  ac^oinpanimenta  with  which  artistic 
Bkill  and  taiite  surround  euch  exhibition^  but  encircled  by 
the  grander  scenery  of  nature,  beneath  a  clondlesa  sky,  and 
illuminated  by  a  tropic  kuu.  The  whole  seemed  to  belong  to 
regionu  resembling  those 

"  WTicra  tlic  gorBcnna  East  vtilh  richest  hand 
Sbowen  on  her  kLUgfr  batbuic  peorU  and  gold." 

The  men  and  women  w^ere  not  actors;  their  decorations 
were  not  tinHeb  It  seemed  their  highest  style  of  dress  and 
moat  eitalted  entertaiament;  yet  I  felt  a  sort  of  rt^et  as  I 
g^ed  on  the  manly  forms,  the  bold  and  open  foreheads,  the 
quick,  keen,  glancing  eyes  of  the  noble  youths  before  me,  and 
thought  of  what,  with  edncatlon,  they  might  have  achieved; 
and  if  the  time  and  the  place  bad  been  suitable  for  the  ex- 
pre^on  of  opinion  on  the  spectacle  I  had  witneseed,  I 
might  perhaps  have  said  that  proficiency  in  dancing  was 
not  the  highest  excellence  of  princes,  and  that,  without 
discarding  amusement,  their  constant  aim  should  be  to  leam 
how  nationfl  ai'e  made  great.  More  tlian  once  I  longed  for 
the  eamern,  that  I  might  have  transferred  to  my  portfolio 
some  of  the  splendid  aud  beautiful  groupti  I  had  seen. 
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Pricndft  to  sp^nd  tlii^  Inat  Ev^ijiajr  of  my  StBj  in  the  CuptaJ  at  my  House — 

The  Prince's  Band ItiterfStitig  CnhVcrsution.  —  Wliy  tlic  FcopV  of  Enp- 

land  loTc  ihcir  Queen. —  Security  of  Cod's  Protection.  —  Dcfiirc  of  tho 
Youth  of  the  Country  nfU-r  Knowledge  —  PoBeibJIily  of  a  rmurc  CoUijec  in 
the  Cupilal.  — Dcpertufe  of  tl(«  GucgI^ — Intercmiree  with  beloved  FticIiiIb. 
—  Bcflrcr?  provided  by  llic  Queen.  —  Convcnuitifin  and  reflncd  Attention  of 
the  Prince. — Di-parturc  fnjin  iho  Capital  accompanied  by  tha  Prince  and 
Notilei  —  AAbciirig  upectacle  of  a  Prifioner.  —  Pfirting  with  the  Print*  imd 
his  FriiiTidfi,  —  Ki'flt'Ptiona  on  ihu  Vmu  —  Recent  Events.  —  Suif^rtnga  and 

ConstHRiy  of  the  ChriEiictnB.  —  Martyrdom  in  1,8+9 Kecolkctions  of  tho 

IMiice.  —  EstimaLe  of  his  Churactcr. 

After  witnessmg  thifl  novel  and  eaciting  Fpectack,  I  no 
sooner  reached  roy  own  residence  tbarij  slipping  on  ray 
blowae,  I  begaa  experimentalising  again,  this  time  with  a 
bottle  of  vinegar  which  the  prince  bad  sent  me  in  the  morn- 
ing, as  he  understood  I  wanted  acid :  but  the  light  was  too 
far  gone  before  I  cmdd  make  a  fair  trial.  Applications  for 
jnedicini?  and  visits  from  friends  occupied  the  evening. 

Earlj  in  the  morning  I  resumed  my  occupations,  but  failed 
in  compounding  a  good  develnping  mixture.  ■S\liile  I  was 
f-mplayed  in  this  manner,  the  j)riuce  paid  me  a  vis.it,  he  was 
followed  soon  afterwards  by  the  queen's  secretary.  They 
esamined  thii  camera,  aud  the  different  parts  of  the  apparatus 
with  much  attention  and  interest       After  vh'ii^i  they   not 
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down  witia  me  lo  my  frugal  lireakfaat,  at  wliicli  iiutliiiig 
poJireti  more  palatable  Ui  my  guesta  than  some  slices 
Englisli  ham.  Oiir  rneal  lieiug  concludtKl,  we  had  a  long  aud 
grave  converwitlon,  in  tho  course  of  which  the  approaching 
terminotioD  of  the  period  to  which  my  visit  was  to  extend 
■was  Bd\'orted  to,  and,  as  it  seemod  defiirablc  tliat  my  stay  M 
ehnuld  he  prolonged  through  the  bad  season,  I  wrote  a  letter  V 
to  the  queen,  stating  my  appr^heo-sion  of  the  ferer  in  the 
lower  country,  the  healthy  seai^on  being  now  pa^t,  and  asking, 
on  that  account,  permiseion  to  prolong  my  visit  to  mno 
mouths,  viz,,  until  the  goixl  season  of  tht;  follo^-iug  year. 

Daring  the  foreDO<hi  my  guests  lefl  me,  and^  according  to 
their  su^estionu^  I  afterwards  sebt  iny  letter  to  the  prltice,  as 
they  said  this  was  a  lucky  day.  About  an  hoiur  afterwards 
some  officers  came  from  the  palace  t^i  nay  that  the  queen  had 
received  my  letter,  and  that  she  thought  the  time  she  had. 
mentioned  was  sufficient  for  a  visit ;  and  appeared  to  wish  to 
know  whether  1  had  any  other  objects  or  reasons  for  desiring 
to  prolong  my  stay.  I  aligned  no  other  reason  than  tlie  im- 
healthin^s  of  the  season  and  the  danger  of  fever,  and  thofl 
officers  departed.  In  little  more  than  an  hour  tltey  returned, 
and  stated  that  the  queeti  desii-ed  them  to  say  she  was  much 
pleased  with  my  viwitj  and  with  the  message  I  had  brought,.' 
and  that  as  the  time  fixed  for  the  duration  of  my  visit  bad 
nearly  expired  it  was  best  that  I  should  return  as  near  that  time 
as  I  could  arrange  iny  packages.  The  officerti  asked  if  eight 
daya  would  be  suflScient  They  then  presented  me  with  a 
number  of  Iteantiful  silk  and  other  lambas  from  the  queeu» 
and  also  from  the  prince  and  princess  ;  and  said  the  qiieen 
would  provide  bearers  for  my  palanquin,  and  nl-so  for  my  pack- 
ages, when  I  was  ready ;  and  that  ordera  would  be  Bent  to  the 
governor  of  Tamatave  to  give  me  ten  oxen  as  a  present  from 
the  queen  to  myself,  and  twenty  oxen  as  a  present  to  the 
governor   of  Mauritius.     I  then  begged  to  thank  her    m&- 
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jesfy  for  her  kind  atteiitioii&  abd  hospitality  and  the  presentH 
she  had  given  rae,  and  said  I  liopt-d  t-o  he  ready  in  eiyht 
days. 

It  was  intimated  that  had  I  asked  fur  a  shorter  time  it 
might  Lave  been  approved,  as  the  queen  had  directed  that 
Mr.  Cameron  should  be  told,  in  anawer  txj  hia  letter  fram  the 
Cape,  that  he  might  stay  six  montha ;  but  1  had  aaked  to  ex- 
tend my  vi-*it  to  ten  niuuthe,  I  fiaid  I  should  be  imwilliiig  to 
return  in  the  midst  of  the  fever  season,  and  therefore  thought 
it  more  frank  to  ask  at  once  for  the  period  during  which  I 
wished  to  stay,  as  I  would  rather  leave  now  than  at  any  inter- 
mediate time.  The  officers  then  left.  I  knew  that  the  wife 
of  the  chief  officer  had  experienced  relief  from  her  sufferings 
afler  the  medicine  I  had  given  her,  ao  that  I  wa.q  not  sur- 
prised at  the  regret  he  seemed  to  feel  on  account  of  the  raea- 
Sfl^  he  had  to  deliver. 

I  had  a  long  and  deeply  affecting  conversation  with  the 
friendfi  who  visited  me  in  the  evening.  The  prospect  of  my 
approaching  departure  was  to  thera  exceedingly  painful ;  bnt 
they  expressed  themselvea  grateful  for  the  intereourde  we  had 
held,  and  promised  to  give  increaged  diligence  to  complete, 
before  iny  departure,  eome  accounts  of  the  principal  events 
which  have  occurred  amonggt  them  dtiring  the  last  twenty 
yeara.  Many  of  them  ui-ged  important  inquiries  respecting 
their  ftiture  progress ;  and  the  grief  of  all  at  the  prospect  of 
my  departure  was  truly  di>4tres8ing.  I  endeavoured  to  en- 
courage thcin,  and  offered  such  advice  an  seemed  beat  suited 
to  their  pecidiar  circumstances. 

The  nest  day  I  employed  myself,  when  not  occupied  with 
visitors  and  applicants  for  medicine,  in  experiment.'^ ;  and  in 
the  afternoon,  after  adding  full  one  third  part  of  the  vinegar 
to  the  ordinary  pyrogallic  miiture,  I  succeeded  in  getting  a 
tolerably  good  negative  of  the  young  chief  who  had  accom- 
panied me  from  Tamatave.    I  alao  received  a  note  saying  that 

tit  3 


4M 


VISITS  TO  MADAGASCAR. 


citAP.  xr. 


I 
i 


the  prince  and  princess  would  visit  me  on  Monday.  Tbo 
everting  vns  occupied  wftti  a  succession  of  Tieitonf,  who  gen»*  I 
nHy  caine  in  compaaiefi  of  ftx>ni  nine  to  twelve  persona,  fre- 
quently itccoinpanied  by  Iheir  children.  Many  of  the  women 
wept  when  they  toiik  leave  of  me ;  and  very  late  it  was  before 
I  found  myself  alone. 

At  midnight  I  had  been  called  out  of  bed  to  give  medicine 
to  an  aide-de-camp  of  the  prince ;  and  early  in  the  morning 
an  officer  of  the  palace  came  to  re<|ue^  me  to  visit  an 
aide-de-camp  of  the  commander-in-chief.  I  went  with  the 
officer,  who  wtm  aalutwl  with  great  respect  as  we  paaaed 
along,  and  on  reaching  the  hiiuse,  a  respectahle  building,  we 
pa^ed  H  female  slave  ispinning  cotton  as  she  watched  at  the 
foot  of  the  stairHf  and  ascended  to  the  sick  tuan'a  chanilter. 
The  young  man  was  lying  on  a  m<^  clean  l>ed  near  an  open 
window,  a  friend  supporting  his  raised-up  head,  and  bi«  youug 
wife  wiping  the  perspiration  from  hiB  temples ;  wMlo  his 
mother  and  a  number  of  friends  sat  around.  Tht:  young  man 
waa  suffering  great  pain  from  rheumatic  fever  and  from  tlie 
effects  of  some  very  powerful  native  medicine  which  he  bad 
taken.  After  talking  with  him  some  tame,  throi^h  a  Idud  uixd 
sympathijiing  iiiterprett?r,  a  truly  good  man,  we  received  a 
viait  from  the  chief  whose  maladies  I  had  been  for  some  time 
dressing  and  bandaging  at  Intervals.  I  told  the  young  man  £ 
would  send  him  some  medicine,  and  then  went  with  one  of 
the  chief  officers  of  the  palace  to  visit  his  wife,  who  had 
been  much  ^letter  after  taking  the  medicine  1  had  given.  I 
then  went  to  another  part  of  the  capital  to  Bee  the  mother 
of  two  yoimg  officers  of  the  palace,  and  to  show  the  attend- 
ants how  to  dreas  &  i>lister  which  1  had  applied  on  the 
previou.^  day.  The  family  seemed  rejoiced  as  they  told  me 
their  mother  felt  greatly  relieved.  I  returned  to  breakfast, 
which  I  hatl  scarcely  fini8he<i  when  the  son  of  one  of  the 
chief  jiidgffl  came  to  a^k  me  to  go  and  see  his  mother.      I 
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Walked   with    Iiiin    to    another  part  of   tlie  city,  aiid  he  re- 
turned with  me  for  some  mediciDe  for  the  patient 

My  visits  to  the  sick  have  given  me  peculiar  opportunities 
of  hecommg  acc^uainted  with  the  social  condition  of  the 
people,  and  I  tave  been  much  impressed  with  the  comfort 
and  convenience  of  their  dwellings,  the  swsparation  and  se- 
cluaion  of  their  slpeping-roomB,  and  the  appropriate  and 
Eometimes  even  elegant  maimer  in  which  they  are  furnished* 
I  believe  most  of  the  natives  still  sit  on  the  ground  at  their 
meale,  but  there  is  generally  a  tfihle  and  chairi*  in  the  open 
room  of  the  house.  Then  in  the  sleeping-rooms,  though 
fiome  of  the  sleeping-placea  conaist.  of  a  number  of  finely 
woven  raata  laid  on  the  floor,  there  was  generally  a  neat  four- 
post  bedstead,  with  u  bed  at  the  end  of  the  room  opposite 
the  window,  the  bed  and  the  window  being  both  aereened 
by  white  muslin  curtaiuB.  A  table,  with  sometimes  white 
jngSj  cupa  and  saucers,  aud  glasses  upon  it,  and  a  looking* 
glflsa  over  it,  generally  occupies  one  side  of  the  room,  and 
chairs  and  perhaps  trunks  tbe  other,  besides  many  other 
little  conveniences  which  I  did  not  expect  to  see.  But  more 
pleasing  still  was  the  kuKl,  social,  and  affectionate  feel- 
ing which  the  several  members  of  the  family  manifeaterJ 
towards  each  other,  in  those  infitances  which  came  under  my 
notice.  The  sons,  even  when  yoimg  men,  seemed  to  cherish 
great  affection  for  their  mothers,  aud  to  treat  them  with 
marked  attention  and  reepecU  This  is  a  very  general  feeling, 
to  which  expression  is  often  given  in  a  simple  and  gratifying 
manner.  It  ia  a  custom  for  children  occasionally  to  present 
to  their  mothers  a  piece  of  money,  called  "  Fofon  damosina," 
literally  fragrance  of  the  back,  as  a  sort  of  grateful  acknow- 
ledgment for  the  mother^s  kindness  when  the  infant  was  carried 
on  the  back.  Several  families  of  reapectability  resided  near 
my  house,  and  I  noticed  that  the  miiitresa  of  the  house  and 
her  daughters,  arrayed  in  clean  white  dresseSj  usually  walked 
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out  about  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  followed  by  s.  number 
of  slaves,  iand  returned  about  sunset.  I  was  toIJ  that,  ou 
these  occasions,  tbey  genemlly  paid  visits  to  their  friendB 
or  acquaintances.  I  had  been  more  than  usually  alone  during 
the  day,  but  in  the  eveniug  many  frieude  cauie,  uttering  their 
deep  sorrow  at  the  prospect  of  my  leaving  bo  soon,  yet  also 
eapreatiing  their  confidence  in  God,  that  all  would  eventually 
prove  for  the  best. 

Monday,  22nd.™  I  woa  up  by  daybreak,  got  my  camera 
out,  and  some  &ne  matting  nailed  up  aa  a  sort  of  backgrcvund. 
By  seven  o'clock,  the  priucL-  arrived.  Hu  said  the  piiuctas 
regretted  her  inability  to  come,  as  she  was  suffering  from 
a  Bwelled  face.  He  then  assured  me  of  the  deepest  regret 
felt  by  them  both  that  my  stay  was  to  be  eo  short,  a^  my  visit 
had  afforded  Iheni  much  pJeasurt.  On  this  subject  he  spoke 
for  Home  time,  and  with  much  feeling.  He  said  tlit?  princess 
would  come  as  soon  as  she  was  well,  aud  asked  if  I  would  try 
to  take  his  likeness  then.  It  was  a  fine  clear  morning.  'He 
took  his  seat.  I  gave  more  than  a  miniite'a  erpoeure  to  the 
plate,  and  then  developed  with  my  pyrogallic  aud  vinegar 
mixture  j  when,  to  my  equal  surprise  and  delight^  a  tolerably 
good  negative  was  the  result.  The  prince  examined  it  by 
transmitted  light,  aud  was  exceedingly  pleased.  He  took 
his  seat  again,  aud  I  oirfained  a  second  negative,  equally  good, 
and  much  to  hie  satisfaction.  The  prince  and  one  of  his  aides- 
de-camp  and  the  queen's  secretary  then  sat  down  with  me  to 
breakfast.  The  forenoon  was  afterwards  spent  in  earnest 
conversation.  Much  was  said  about  my  not  remaining  longer 
amongst  them.  They  3ai<t  the  queen  continued  to  express 
herself  pleased  with  my  visit,  and  all  that  she  had  heard 
retfpecting  me ;  aud  also  that,  iu  reference  to  rettu-ning  wlien 
the  time  specified  should  arrive,  I  had  not  disputed  the  matter 
with  the  officers.  I  fjaid  I  should  much  rather  travel  through 
the  country  now,  than  at  any  other  time  during  the  ensuing 
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three  or  even  six  montlia;  and  tht-refare,  as  tlie  qaeea 
thi*ught  it  better  that  I  should  uot  remaia  till  the  auraraer 
of  next  year,  I  had  not  Bought  to  prolong  my  stay  for  any 
shorter  period,  Imt  should  cheerfally  return  to  the  Lome  I 
had  only  left  for  a  season,  and  where  my  arrival  would  be 
cordially  welcomed. 

The  prinoe  then  adverted  to  graver  matters ;  and,  alluding 
to  a  report  whieh  it  was  said  had  been  recently  brought  to 
the  capital^  that  the  EDjjlish  and  French  were  both  coming 
t*)  attack  Madagascar  during  tbe  ensuing  year,  he  said,  '*  Why 
is  thia?  Who  makes  these  rcparta?  Why  should  wo  be 
attacked,  and  our  countiy  taken  from  us?  What  can  we  do 
to  prevent  our  country  being  seized,  and  ourselv^  miido 
slaves?"  I  replied  that  I  did  not  know  who  broug-ht  the 
reports  alluded  to,  but  believed  there  was  no  actual  danger  of 
such  a  cahunity ;  fur  I  was  tiure  that  if  Enj^darul  bin]  imy  cause 
of  cuniplauit  against  them  stie  would  Ittt  tbfui  know,  and 
seek  its  removal  by  peaceable  means,  before  sending  tti  attack 
them. 

The  prince  afterwards  aaid,  "  W^at  twin  we  do  to  promote 
the  prosperity  and  stability  of  the  nation,  that  Madagascar  may 
become  like  other  countries?"  I  replied,  "The  prosperity 
and  stability  of  Madagascar  depend  upon  yourselves.  The 
nation  will  be  what  you  youraelvea  make  it  Others  may  aid 
your  upward  or  downward  courije,  but  you  must  determine 
the  direction  of  that  coiu-sa  I  da  not  know,  but  my  opinion 
is,  that  if  you  lose  your  country  it  will  be  because  you  are 
not  true  to  yoim^elvefi;  It  will  be  because  you  will  have  been 
betrayed  by  your  own  selves,  or  have  forfeited  yoiu'  ju.st  and 
proper  advantages.  Prosperity  cannot  be  provided  for  you 
by  others;  it  must  be  your  own  achievement,  if  you  ever 
possess  it" 

*'  How  can  we  attain  it?"  the  prince  inquired.  I  answered, 
"  With  the  blessing  of  God  you  may  attain  it  by  intelligence. 
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mt<^grity,  and  justice,  energy  and  self-reliance,  fnt^gri^ 
or  truthfulness  will  inspire  confidence,  encouragD  industry, 
and  insure  unity  and  cu-operation.''  He  said  he  most  earnestly 
desired  knowledge,  and  regretted  that  he  could  not  read 
English  books  so  as  to  understand  them  readily,  I  told  him. 
1  regretted  it  also,  but  congratulated  hini  upon  the  attain- 
meata  whieh^  under  great  disadvantages,  he  had  dready  niiule  ; 
and  I  urged  and  encoujuged  him  to  persevere,  adding  that 
from  the  teachings  of  liistory,  and  the  maxim-s  of  wisdom 
embtiditd  in  that  language,  he  might  leam  the  true  sources 
of  the  prosperity  of  natione.  I  stated  that  England  ■w'as  onoe 
lesfl  enlightened  and  Ivss  civilised  than  Madagascar  at  the 
present  time ;  but  that  by  gradual  yet  steady  progress  through 
a  long  series  of  yeara^  and  many  severe  ordeals,  whe  had 
attained  the  position  which  she  now  occupied  oiuongst  the 
nations;  and  why  should  not  a  similar  course  iBSue  in 
corresponding  rcBidts  elsewhere?  The  officer  who  was  with 
uSf  and  who  bad  hetia  seven  yeare  at  school  iu  England  when 
a  youth,  observed  that  guch  indeed  had  been  tlie  pafit  of 
England's  progress. 

In  reply  to  further  inquiries  from  the  prince  as  to  the 
best  means  of  promoting  the  progress  of  the  people,  I  said, 
'*Seek  to  enlighten  them  j  promote  education  to  tlie  utmost. 
Don't  be  afraid  of  the  people  knowing  too  much.  Those  who 
are  the  bet^t  informed  will  be  the  mo&t  efficient  members  of 
the  community ;  they  will  turn  their  own  resources  to  the 
best  account;  and  they  will  render  the  best  service  to  the 
state.  An  ignorant  people  can  only  be  governed  by  force ; 
an  euliglitene<i  people  by  reason.  The  people  that  under- 
stand the  laws  beat>  if  they  fu-e  just  laws,  will  be  the  most 
rttdy  to  obey  them.  Prosperity ,"  I  added,  "  is  promoted  by 
encouraging  industry,  and  protecting  each  mim  in  the  enjoy- 
ment of  the  fruits  of  his  own  labour.  Thia  will  make  the 
people  contented;  and  a  contented  people  axe  alwaya  a  loyal 
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people.  Increase  the  productioufi  of  your  own  country,  and 
tbey  will  put  you  in  posseet^ion  of  the  products  of  other 
countriffl.  Let  yoiu"  laws  be  just,  and  then  the  good  in  the 
community  will  respect  and  obey  them,  and  help  you  to 
deter  the  bad  from  infringing  them." 

"  But,"  said  the  prince,  "  suppose  we  try  to  do  this,  and 
the  nation  does  not  prosper,  will  they  not  say  tliat  the  go- 
vernment ie  to  blame?"  I  said,  "There  are  in  every  country 
people  who  are  always  ready  to  blame  their  government  when 
they  do  not  prosper.  But  if  your  laws  are  just  and  wise, 
and  those  who  administer  them  honest,  the  enlightened  and 
the  upright  in  the  community  will  be  sa  ready  to  support 
you  in  adversity  as  in  prosperity ;  and  their  confidence  will 
lie  your  strength.  The  loyalty  of  the  people,"  I  also  added, 
"  depends  much  upon  the  oflSeers  who  administer,  as  well  as 
the  sovereign  who  makes  laws,  and  one  of  the  wisest  of 
kings  has  said  ^a  wicked  person  shall  not  stand  before  me.'** 
The  prince  replied,  •*  I  know  that  I  am  fi^uite  Convinced  of 
that" 

It  wnfl  past  noon  when  the  prince  and  tis  companions  left 
me ;  and  I  have  repeated  the  foregoing  only  as  a  specimen  of 
the  kind  of  conversation  which  he  appeared  anxious  to  intro- 
duce as  often  as  opportunity  offered.  Other  topics  equally 
important  to  the  people,  and  more  intimately  txinnecteJ  with 
himself  personally,  as  well  as  relating  to  the  present  and  the 
future  welfare  of  hia  countiy,  were  often  introduced  by  the 
prince  in  the  course  of  conversation.  Besides  mj  lively  in- 
terest in  this  young  prince,  and  which  evei^  interview  deep- 
euedf  I  canuot  but  hope  that  the  intercourse  I  had  with  him, 
more  frequent  and  unreaerveil  than  with  any  other  indi* 
vidua),  may  have  been  of  some  advantage  to  him,  while  it  ia 
a  aouToe  of  grateful  remembrance  to  myself. 

In  the  evening,  a  number  of  the  chief  men  among  my 
friends  came  and  proposed  many  inquiries  respecting  mmit-B 
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of  proceditre  most  suitable  fur  them  to  mlupt  in  tlieir  sotnal 
c&pacity,  aud  in  the  relations  they  sustuiued  t<*wur(Js  each 
other;  aud  it  was  past  midnight  when  thoy  depBj-ted. 

By  daybreak  the  uext  morning  I  had  commenced  my  pre- 
parations, and  brought  out  my  camera;  and  about  Herea 
o'clock  the  prince  and  princess  came.  I  had  not  eiped-ed 
them  80  early.  Ou  this  occasion,  thy  covering  of  the  princess's 
palanquin,  fixed  something  like  the  hood  of  a  chaise,  was 
thrown  l>ack.  Tlie  prince  assisted  her  to  sfep  out,  and  then 
led  her  into  the  house  tii  show  her  the  apparatus  and  niate- 
riaJs.  I  then  invited  the  princess  and  her  three  female 
oompaoions  or  attendants  into  my  dwelling-house,  while  I 
prepared  the  chemicals.  V^Tien  I  was  ready,  the  princess, 
having  changed  her  head-dress,  came  out  into  the  courtyard. 
She  wore  an  olive  green  silk  dress,  and  had  on  her  head  a 
Bort  of  cap  composed  of  blue  ribbons,  with  a  gilt  Maltese  CToas 
in  front;  finiall  portions  of  her  hair,  very  neatly  braided  in  the 
Malogaijy  fashion,  appearing  about  her  temples  on  each  side. 
&he  wore  also  a  rich  necklace  of  jeweln,  with  earrings  to  match. 
I  asked  her  to  ait  as  much  at  ease  as  possible.  Having  ex- 
posed the  plate  nearly  a  minute,  I  then  covered  the  lens,  and 
told  her  it  waa  finitihed.  Ab  I  was  taking  it  back  to  the 
house,  the  prince  and  piiucesa  asked  If  they  might  come  in, 
and,  accompanied  by  the  officer  from  the  palace,  they  ent-ered 
with  rae  into  the  dark  rchom.  They  were  quite  astonished^ 
and  the  princess  cuuld  not  restrain  the  expression  of  her 
surprise  and  wonder,  aa  the  colourless  plate  became  darkened, 
and  the  picture  cnine  out  of  itself  more  and  more  distinctly, 
after  I  had  poured  the  transparent  mixture  out  of  the  glass 
on  its  surface.  Then,  when  I  held  it  up,  and  they  saw  it  by 
transmitted  Light,  her  astonishment  and  pleasure  were  slill 
more  manifest.  Officers  were  stationed  at  the  avenues  lead- 
ing to  the  yard  in  frunt  of  my  house  to  prevent  persons 
entering ;  but  when  the  princess  came  out,  aud  the  priuoe 
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Baiil  it  was  eo  like, — it  was  the  princeas  herself,—  the  attend- 
antfi  asked  me  if  they  might  see  it.  I  was  obliged,  however, 
to  refuse  their  request  for  fear  of  accident. 

I  told  the  priacess  I  wauld  take  a  full-length  portrait  if  she 
wished  it;  and,  as  they  both  expressed  the  pleasTire  it  would 
give  them,  I  prepared  one  of  my  Inrge  plates, — fifteen  incLea 
by  twelve, — and,  having  fixed  a  sort  of  temporary  head-reat» 
succeeded  in  obtaining  a  very  pasaaMe  negative,  with  which^ 
wheu  they  saw  it  developed,  they  were  Ktill  more  delighted 
than  with  the  smaller  picture.  When  it  was  thoroughly 
washed,  I  was  obliged  to  take  it  to  the  door  to  let  the  attend- 
ants look  at  it ;  the  qiilcknesg  and  quietness  with  which  it 
hail  been  done  seemed  &3  inexplicable  to  them,  that  their 
curiosity  was  irrepressible, 

I  then  told  my  visitors  that  if  they  wished  it,  1  coidd  take 
Ivnth  their  portniita  together  in  one  picture.  Tbej  expressed 
their  pleasure  at  the  pr{.>posal,  and  I  prepared  accordingly. 
On  this  occasion  the  prince  wore  a  unifonu*  blue  faced  wit.h 
red,  land  ornamented  with,  gold*  He  wore  also  a  etar^  and 
the  national  belt  of  scarlet,  yellow,  and  green.  Wheu  the 
prince  came  out  of  the  houae  where  he  had  retired  with  the 
princess,  I  noticed  that,  instead  of  holding  his  hat  in  hiia 
hand,  he  had  taken  up  a  book  which  was  lying  on  my  table, 
and  I  waj5  pleased  with  the  intimation  which  this  conveyed, 
and  which  waa  well  understood.  Wlien  I  told  them  to  stand 
in  the  pijsition  they  would  most  prefer,  the  prince  took  the 
arm  of  the  princess  within  hia  own,  saying  that  was  the 
manner  in  which  they  walked  tt>gether.  When  I  had  ad- 
justed the  camera,  exposed  the  plate,  and  we  proceeded  to 
the  dark  room,  their  previc^ua  wonder  seemed  far  aUJ^^aased, 
as  they  looked  and  saw  themselves  gradually  developing 
side  by  side,  with  all  the  acces.sorie.s  and  details.  The  dis- 
tinctness of  the  tones  in  the  princesRs  necklace,  and  the 
bouquet  in  her  hand,  with  the  istrong  relief  uf  the  star  in  the 
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prince's  breast,  and  tlie  book  he  LeM,  caused  them  to  marvel 
qiiite  as  much  aa  the  features  of  their  counteaances.  TLey 
had  moved  very  slightly,  and  the  photograph  was  not  so 
good  as  that  of  the  single  figures  5  but  it  was  passable,  and 
afibrded  them  ^eat  satisfaction.  I  then  took  a  full-length 
figure  of  the  prince  himself,  in  Wis  uniform  and  cocked 
hat.  It  canie  i(Ut  tolerably  well ;  the  figure  w&s  more  easy 
and  natural  than  tbowe  previously  taken,  but  the  face  not  eo 
good. 

I  had  no  screen  or  fihadej  and  bad  not  been  atle  to  provide 
any  better  place  fur  my  sitters  than  the  open  air,  op  the 
western  or  shaded  side  of  my  house.  Towards  ten  o'clock 
the  sun  lind  becoTiae  so  high  and  powerful,  that  I  could  not 
proceed  ^Yithout  more  arrangementa  than  I  bad  then  time 
to  make.  T  therefore  asked  my  visitors  to  remaiiij  and 
paitake  of  some  rcfifeshroenti  and,  breakfast  being  ready, 
we  were  just  sitting  down,  when  a  raessenger  came  from  the 
palace  to  say  that  the  queen  had  inquired  for  the  j>rince. 
He  therefore  left,  but  returned  in  less  than  half  an  hour. 
ys^e  all  felt  much  at  our  ease.  The  princess  said,  perhaps 
the  queen  would  send  for  her ;.  but  if  so,  the  likenesses  were 
taken.  Our  breakfast,  though  very  plain,  wa-s  not  declined. 
My  vi'sitora  were  communicative  and  agreeable.  The  princess 
took  some  tea  and  biscnitss  and  some  other  European  cakes, 
scoping  her  biscuit  in  her  tea,  and  apologising  for  not  taking 
anything  else  on  account  of  the  pain  in  her  face.  They  both 
repeated  their  espressiona  of  regret  that  I  was  to  leave  them 
so  snttn,  and  said  the  same  feeling  was  shared  by  many  of  the 
officers ;  that  It  was  not  owing  to  anything  that  had  occurred 
since  my  arrival,  but  bad  been  fixed  before  I  sent  my  ap- 
plication to  prolong  my  wtay.  They  also  expressed  their 
hopes  that  I  might  visit  them  again.  I  repeated  my  thanks, 
and  assured  them  that,  from  the  expre.<«ions  of  goodwill  they 
had  so  uniformly  given,  I  was  persuaded  that  my  prolonged 
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stay  would  have  been  agreeable  to  them,  if  on  other  accouuta 
it  had  been  desired. 

Adverting,  in  the  course  of  conTersation,  to  the  rumour 
of  an  expected  attack  from  a  hostile  fleet  having  been  re- 
cently brought  from  the  coast,  the  princess  remarked,  "We 
are  not  insurgents,  we  are  not  usurpers ;  we  are  the  de- 
scendants of  the  ancient  inhabitants  of  the  country.  Why 
should  we  not  be  left  in  peace?"  I  &^in  said  I  hoped 
and  believed  that  time  would  show  all  these  repoitB  to  have 
been  mifoimdedj  and  that  foreign  shipa  would  only  come  sn 
friendjy  viaitorB,  or  for  purpoBes  of  commerce,  which  would 
promote  the  prosperity  of  the  country. 

We  converatKl  long  and  freely  on  subjects  coiTespouding 
with  those  on  which  I  had  talked  with  the  prince  the  day 
before ;  and  we  should  probably  have  continued  some  time 
longer,  had  not  one  of  the  officers,  who  had  come  in  a  richly 
embroidered  uniform,  expressed  a  wiph  that  I  should  take 
his  likcDe.ss.  The  prince  and  princ&ss,  with  their  attendants, 
left  about  noou  ;  and  I  afterwards  tried  to  gratify  the  officer, 
but  only  obtained  a  bad  and  burnt  impression.  As  it  was  use- 
lesa  to  try  again,  he  left  about  one  o'clock.  I  then  ppent  an 
hotir  or  two  with  my  friends,  and,  later  in  the  afternoon, 
obtained  a  likeness  of  one  of  them.  The  prince  afterwards 
came,  with  two  ladies  of  the  court,  to  have  their  UkenesacB 
taken ;  but  the  day  was  too  far  gone.  A  note  soon  after- 
wards came  from  the  palace»  to  say  that  two  of  the  special 
friends  of  the  princess  wished  to  have  their  likenesaea,  and 
Would  come  in  the  morning. 

A  number  of  my  friends  carae  in  the  evening,  and  we  con- 
versed long  and  earnestly  on  the  prospects  of  Madfigascar*  1 
was  able  to  give  them  correct  information  on  matters  with 
which  it  was  of  the  utmost  importance  for  them  to  be  ac- 
quainted, and  to  offer  suggestions  and  advice  which  I  could 
not  but  hope  would  prove  l>eneficial  to  them  all.     It  wa^  after 
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(eleven  wbeu  the}?  left  me^  with  many  expressionfi  of  gratitudal 
for  the  information  and  the  adrice  1  had  giv^en  them-     I  then 
went  into  the  adjoining  bouse  to  prepare  mj  chemicals  for  the 
next  day,  before  retiring  to  reet. 

By  daylight  the  following  morniiiig  I  fixed  my  camera,  and, 
with  the  earliest  morning  lif^lit,  took  a  full-length  portrait  uf ! 
a  valued  friend,  a,  fine  noble-looking  naan  in  the  prime  uf  life 
He  wore  the  beautiful  rich  brown  I&mLo,  and  I  obtained  a 
gooti  negative.*  Before  I  had  (inished,  the  queen's  secretary 
and  the  friends  of  the  princesa  came.  I  obtained  fidl-length 
portraits  of  them,  but  not  very  good,  and  I  had  no  time  for 
second  trials,  I  also  took  &  Adl-leogth  portrait  of  the  hus- 
band of  one  of  thejse  ladies.  He  was  the  sou  of  Ka<}ATna'a 
aist^r,  and  a  fine  young  man.  Of  the  wife  of  the  prince's 
favourite  aide-de-camp  I  also  obtained  a  good  portrrtit,  butj 
did  not  succeed  well  with  the  other  itwlies. 

As  the  day  odpanced  I  wm  obliged  to  leave  my  pbotosfmiibyi 
and  pack  up  my  clothes,  and  other  articlee;.     I  then  paid  a 
viiiit  to  Prince  Uamonja,  and  others;   and  after  four  oVlock 
tried  my  photography  agaic^  and  secured  a  few  more  portraits.  ■ 
Juet  oa  I  was  removing  the  apparatus,  a  note  came  from  the 
palace  with  a  request  horn  the  priuces-i  that  if  possible  I  would 
take  the  likeness  of  Prince  Ramonja's  daughter,  her  adopteil' 
child,  in  the  moniing;   to  which  I  could  only  reply  that  I 
would  try.     My  house  was  now  crowded  with  friends.     ]Mawy 
brought  preeentB  as  memorials  of  affection  and  kind  feeling. 
Tbey  remained  until  midnight  was  past,  when  I  was  g!ad  of  a 
few  hours*  rest. 

The  young  princess,  Ramonja's  daughter,  came  eiu-ly.  Thei 
light  wtw  good,  and  I  obtained  a  nice  half-length  portrait,  I 
afterwards  tried  a  full-lengtb,  but  did  not  succeed  ao  well., 
Numbers  were  waiting  anxious  to  secure  their  likenesses ;  autl^ 
I  took  several  of  the  officers  of  the  palace,  and  some  of  mi 

*  Hk  portrdt  is  tbe  foremost  in  the  gfoap  of  fuU-lcngtlt  iTgiiirw  st  [>.  I S9. 
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particular  friends ;  Imt  when  the  sun  liecame  too  high,  and  the 
light  too  stTongj  I  woa  obliged  to  cease.  I  iDsert  a  number  of 
engravings  of  these  portxaitj?,  with  a  view  of  ahowiiig  the 
remarkable  beads  and  features  of  the  Hova  race. 

Soon  afterwards  I  received  a  note  lo  say  that  as  the  comiDg 
night  would  be  the  last  I  should  apend  at  the  capital,  the 
prin(%  and  priocese  would  come  at  half-past  six.  o^clock  to 
spend  the  evening  with  me.  lu  the  afternoon  n  note  catne 
from  Prince  Ratuboasalnmi^  the  nephew  of  the  queen,  and  the 
cousin  of  the  prince,  stating  that  he  would  he  very  glad  if  I 
would  take  the  likeness  of  hia  daughter;  but  I  was  obliged  to 
reply  that,  much  to  my  regret,  ray  tnaterials  were  all  packed, 
and  it  waa  then  too  late  for  me  to  comply  with  his  wisibeB. 

Soon  after  six  o'clock  my  Engliri.h  friend,  the  queen's  secre- 
tary, came^  and  at  the  time  they  had  specified,  the  prince  and 
priDcesfi,  with  the  adopted  daughter  of  the  latter,  came,  at- 
tended by  two  or  three  female  domestics.  They  wore  plain 
dresseB  of  rich  satin,  and  cost-ly  necklaces.  That  of  the  young 
princess  was  of  small  pearls.  Over  their  dresses  they  wore 
beautiful  white  lambaK,  bordered  with  five  broad  stripes  of 
scarlet  and  green  satin.  Mlien  they  took  their  seats  at  my 
plainly  furnished  table,  I  apologised  on  account  of  most  of  my 
things  being  packed  up;  but  they  both  assured  me  it  was  not 
for  the  sake  of  what  1  could  set  before  them,  but  from  the 
friendship  of  their  hearts,  that  they  desired  to  come  and  spend 
the  last  evening  with  m&  In  partaking  of  my  evening 
refreehment,  the  ladies  appeared  to  prefer  some  light  crisp 
biscuits  with  their  tea,  and  dechned  the  ham,  the  diviners 
having  prohibited  the  use  of  the  flesh  of  hoga  within  the 
capital;  but  the  prince  and  his  companions  manifested  no 
scruples  on  that  head.  The  prince  having  ordered  hia  band 
to  attend,  it  was  stationed  in  the  yard  outside,  and  played  at 
intervals  during  the  evening. 

My  visitors  frequently  repeated  their  expressions  of  regret 
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at  my  dBparture.  The  prince  Raid,  God  would  preserve  me 
from  the  fever^  and  take  me  in  safety  to  my  home ;  and  the 
princess  added,  that  mj  family  would  be  glad  I  bad  not 
remained  longer  away*  They  ai^ked  to  loot  at  some  portraits 
of  members  of  ray  own  family  which  I  had  wnth  me,  and  at  the 
cuj^viBg  of  my  residence,  which  the  prince  told  them  he  hwl 
seen,  and  said  it  looked  like  a  pleasant  home;  the  princess 
adding,  that  if  I  hod  had  duplicates  uf  Bome,  she  woidd  have 
liked  to  retain  a  copy,  but  did  not  deaire  it,  as  I  had  only  one. 
She  asked  much  about  English  society,  about  Qnecn  Victoria, 
—  whether  she  traTelled  much  from  one  part  of  the  kingdom 
to  another,  or  had  many  vifiitors  in  her  palace;  and  what 
made  the  people  of  England  m  fond  of  her,  u£  ^he  had  heard 
they  were. 

I  said  the   people   of   England   looked    upon    their    own 
gracious  sovereign  as  the  most  illustrious  cjtample  of  all  that 
was  excellent  and  gixjd  in  the  relationships  of  life,  as  well  as 
in  the  high  position  which  she  occupied  as  queen,  and  it  was 
thus  that  she  secured  tlieir  loyalty  and  love.   But  the  conver- 
sation soon  turned  again  upon  the  present  and  the  future  of 
their  own  country.     They  said  that  whatever  reports  might 
reach  England,  they  hoped  the  English  would  never  beliove 
they  were  unfriendly,  fur  they  should  never  change — never 
forget  that  the  king  of  England  and  the  ]>eople  of  England 
had  been  their  firat  and  constant  friends.     Tliey  spoke  of 
many  things  which  they  regretted  in  the  existing  state  of 
their  country;  and  expressed  then-  earnest  desires  that  the 
burdens  of  the  people  shonld  l>e  lightened,  their  condition 
improved,  and  the  nation  united  and  prosperous.     I  said  it 
would  be  of  great  importimce  to  all  parties  if  the  Sakalava^j 
and  others  could,  Y>y  just  and  equitable  means,  lie  brouglit  to 
view  the  Hovas  ns  their  friends ;  and  to  c<.maidiT  union  and 
identify  with  them,  and  participation  in  their  advantages,  as 
best  for  all ;  and  thus  cement  llieir  iinion  as  one  greiit  people 
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having  mteiT^ts  in  common,  rather  than  become  fii?par{tt(;d 
and  disunited,  if  not  hustile  communities.  The  prince  Boid 
it  was  his  earnest  desire  to  do  all  he  could  to  mitigate  the 
fiufforingB  of  the  people,  and  to  render  them  contented  and 
prosperous ;  and  that,  if  his  life  was  spared,  he  should  still 
do  so,  trusting  in  God  to  direct  and  preserve  him.  He  said 
some  of  Ilia  friends  remonstrated  with  him  for  going  about 
with  80  few  attendants ;  "  But,"  he  added,  "  I  put  my  tnist 
in  God.  If  it  be  His  will  that  I  should  live.  He  will  protect 
me."  I  said,  "  Yes ;  God  vnW  preserve  us  in  doing  what  in 
right;  but  it  is  our  duty  to  use  the  me^ns  He  places  within 
our  reach  to  prevent  wicked  men  from  doing  mischief."  He 
said,  **  I  do  not  think  I  ahould,  in  reality,  be  more  safe  with 
a  larger  number  of  attendants.  My  chief  ti'ust  is  in  God. 
He  is  the  sovereign  of  life." 

The  sentiment  thus  ejcprewsed  was  often  repenteil  by  the 
prince,  and  had  been  more  than  ouce  ejceraplified  in  his 
conduct.  I  ht^ard  frifzn.  more  parties  than  one  that^  but  a 
short  time  before  my  arrival  at  the  capital,  an  attempt  had 
been  made  upon  hia  life.  One  uf  the  idul-keepers  was  said 
to  have  concealed  himself  with  some  of  his  adherents  in  a 
part  of  the  way  along  which  the  prince  was  expected  to  pamt, 
in  going  to  visit  the  commander-in-chief,  who  was  sick.  The 
assassin  had  raised  his  spear  as  the  prince  approached ;  and, 
if  nnt  actually  making  the  thrust,  it  was  so  near  hia  person, 
that  the  prince  either  seized  or  dashed  aside  the  weapon  with 
his  own  htmd*  The  attendants  of  the  prince  secnred  and 
would  have  despatched  the  man  at  once,  and  the  chief  officer, 
it  ia  said,  gave  orders  for  him  to  be  put  to  death  that  night ; 
but  the  prince  interposed,  and  said,  "  God  is  the  sovereign  of 
life.  He  has  preserved  my  life,  and  it  is  not  necessary  for 
its  continued  preservation  that  I  should  destroy  the  life  of 
this  man.  Let  hira  live,  but  he  sent  to  a  distant  part  of  the 
country,  and  there  so  secured  as  to  prevent  farther  mischief 
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to  me  or  to  othexe.**    In  consequence  of  these  words  the  man 
was  not  put  to  death. 

Our  conversation  siibtiei'iueEitly  turned  upon  the  enlighten- 
ment of  the  people,  and  I  spoke  of  the  high  estimation  in 
wliich  education  was  held  by  all  civilised  nations;  that  even 
in  England,  notwithstanding  all  its  attaimueiits»  there  was 
no  question  on  which  men's  minds  were  at  the  present  time 
more  anxiovisly  exercised  than  on  the  education  of  the  people, 
to  which  all  claJS9e&  gave  the  greatest  encouragement  The 
QTieen's  secretary  fully  confirmed  toj  statementfl,  and  referred 
with  evident  satlefaction  to  the  silver  medal  which  he  had 
before  exbibitedj  and  which  his  brother  had  received  at  one 
of  the  public  examinations  at  the  Bchool  in  which  he  had 
been  educated  in  England.  We  afterwards  adverted  to  the 
poB^bility  that  the  time  might  yet  come  wheu  there  should 
be  not  only  schoole  tw  teach  reading,  writing,  and  arithmetic, 
but  a  cfillege  at  Antananarivo,  where  the  yonth  of  the  higher 
claBses  and  the  most  intelligent  in  the  nation,  shoidd  be  more 
fully  taught,  and  that  the  priuce  might  perhaps  pre^side  at  an 
annual  examination,  and  distribute  the  prizes;  while  the 
prince^R;  and  the  ladies  her  companions,  might  be  i^pectatois. 
The  princc&iia  smiled  with  evident  pleasure  at  this  allusion. 

I  added  that,  from  many  things  I  had  witnessed,  the  Intel- 
ligent youth  of  the  nation  appeared  to  me  to  be  eager  after 
knowledge  ;  and  amongst  other  illuBfrationiS,  I  meDtioned  that 
on  my  first  arrival  I  had  suspended  a  thermometer  in  my 
sitting-room^  but  that  so  many  young  chiefs  had  noticed  it 
when  they  came,  and  not  satisfied  with  being  told  that  it 
exhibited  the  temperature  of  the  atmosphere,  ajsked  so  many 
questiona  about  the  properties  of  the  mercury,  the  causeii  of 
the  variations  in  the  temperature  of  the  atmosphere,  and  the 
manner  in  which  one  affected  the  other,  that  I  began  to  feflx 
I  should  be  obliged  to  remove  it  for  want  of  time  to  answer 
all  the  questions  it  suggested  to  their  minda.     Tbia  desire 
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after  knowledge  in  reference  to  bo  simple  a  thing  as  a  thermo- 
meter»  I  said  I  felt  persuaded,  existed  in  reference  to  far  more 
important  things. 

I  have  adverted  to  these  conversatioDS  bs  indicating  the 
TiewB  and  feelings  of  those  with  whom  I  hail  most  frequent 
iutercourae.  I  felt  that  all  I  coultl  do  was  to  endeavour  to 
lodge  some  germs  of  useful  thought  in  their  open  and  inquir- 
ing minds. 

At  length  the  prince,  observing  that  it  was  nearly  ten 
o'clock,  apologised  for  having  stayed  eo  late.  He  said  the 
OODQOQ  would  Boon  fire,  when  all  doors  would  be  closed  ;  and 
Adding  that  they  ouglit  not  to  set  an  example  of  violating  the 
regulations  of  the  capital,  lie  gave  orders  for  preparing  to 
depart.  He  then  proposed  my  health,  directing  the  band  at 
the  same  time  to  play  the  English  "God  save  the  Queen," 
The  prince  and  princess,  with  their  niece,  then  took  their  leave, 
and  entering  their  palanquins,  departed  amidst  a  profusiou  of 
Jantems  and  a.  crowd  of  attendant-s. 

After  they  had  left,  many  of  my  friends  came,  successive 
parties  arriving  until  nearly  miduigbt.  We  commended  each 
other  to  God  as  we  separated ;  and  I  gave  them  atl  my  stock  of 
medicine.  Two  of  their  number,  one  of  whom  nnderstanda 
English,  had  acquired  some  knowledge  of  the  use  of  Engliiih 
medicine  from  Dr.  Powell  of  Mauritius,  who,  when  formerly 
resident  in  Madagascar,  had  given  medical  instruction  to 
several  of  the  Malagasy  youth.  I  also  gave  to  them  a  number 
of  tiseful  articles,  and  left  others  to  be  sold,  and  the  pr<>ceeds 
to  be  ditJtributed  amongst  the  afflicted  and  the  destitute. 

By  daylight  on  Friday,  the  26th  of  September,  I  was  stirring, 
and  finished  my  packing.  .Several  of  ray  patients  came,  aoino 
bringing  presents,  memorials,  aa  they  said,  of  their  sense  of 
my  kindness,  and  many  of  ray  friends  carae  to  say  farewell. 
Before  breakfast  the  prince,  with  two  of  his  attendants,  came 
to  say  that  he  and  several  of  his  friends  intended  to  accompany 
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me  to  my  first  Iialtiug-place,  and  wished  to  know  at  what  time^ 
I  sbould  set  out.  I  repti&l  that,  as  the  officers  did  not  propose 
to  travel  far  the  first  day,  I  tthoiild  leave  between  two  acwi 
three  o'clock.  I  afterwards  went  to  take  leave  of  some  of 
my  patients  who  were  doing  well.  I  alno  went  to  look  ag^n 
at  places  of  great  interest  to  me, — the  rock  of  execution,  anil 
the  site  of  the  burmng  of  the  martyrfi,  both  coof^icuouu 
epotfi,  and  visible  from  great  part  of  the  capital. 

During  the  forenoon  the  queen  sent  on  officer  with  ftome 
Mozambique  men  to  carry  my  palanquin,  and  I  hired  others. 
Tlie  offiaT  alsto  informed  me  that  eight  officers  were  appoiat«fl 
tu  proceed  with  me  to  the  coast,  that  there  ini^ht  he  no  delay  H 
in  the  fever  districts;  and  a  hundred  men,  more  than  double 
the  number  required,  came  to  arrange  and  apportion  my 
packages.  Officers  came  and  furnished  the  requisite  cordage 
and  poles,  and  all  were  ready  fay  noon.  I  requested  the 
officers  to  thank  the  queen  for  the  kiii(.lnefls  ami  attention  ahe 
had  shown  me,  even  to  the  last.  About  one  o'clock  the  prince 
arrivedf  and,  accompanied  hy  one  of  the  nobles  and  their 
attendants,  entered  the  house.  Many  people  were  collected  in  ■ 
the  courtyard.  The  prince  was  more  than  iisually  grave;  and 
we  were  long  engaged,  in  earnest  converaition.  He  spoke 
much  of  his  anxiety  for  the  people  and  his  distress  at  events 
that  occurred.     He  ^d  it  was  like  tearing  his  heart  out.  M 

About  three  o'clock  we  rose  to  deport^  when  the  prince, 
with  a  degree  of  feeling  that  alraoat  overcame  me,  came  fuid, 
taking  my  hand,  led  me  out  of  the  house  through  the  crowtlfl 
of  officers  and  people  to  my  palancjuin.  Ah  soon  as  I  was 
seated  he  entered  his  own,  as  did  also  the  young  noble  his 
companion.  Thua  accompanied  I  commenced  my  homeward, 
journey.  ^^^H 

As  we  passed  throngh  the  narrow  streets  there  were  b^^^ 
loany  ptijple,  but  1   recognised  uniungat  them  the  &oeA  of 
friends.     On  reaching  the  tnore  open  road,  we  were  joined  by 
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two  other  noblea  and  the  wife  of  one  of  the  prince'fl  frieoda. 
The  prince^u  baud  also  was  there  In  voting ;  it  commeaced 
playing  as  we  approacbed,  and  preceded  us  duriag  the  rest 
of  the  w&j.  Th.e  prince  onlered  his  beiurers  to  keep  his 
palanquin  close  to  the  side  of  mine,  th&t  we  might  talk  to- 
gether aa  we  ptiseed  along. 

We  bod  not  proceeded  far  before  we  approached  the  walk  of 
a  prisoui,  On  a  low  bank,  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  rood,  a 
poor  wretched -looking  man  was  slttiugj  plajring  on  a  amtdl 
lokauga,  or  native  sort  of  guitar,  and  begging  a  handful  of 
rice  or  other  alius  from  the  passers  by.  He  appeart'd  of 
middle  iige,  and  had  a  heavy  iron  ring  riveted  round  bis  neck 
and  another  heai.'y  iron  ring  round  one  of  his  legs.  The  other 
leg  was  lacerated  and  torn,  ad  if  the  flesh  had  been  cnt  or 
worn  away  by  a  similar  ring.  Some  of  the  by-etanders  se«med 
moved  with  pity  towards  the  poor  sufferer.  As  we  ap- 
proached the  prince  said,  ^  Don't  look  that  way.  I  am 
a&hamed.  It  is  barbarous !  ^  I  asked  what  was  the  man  s 
crime.  He  said  be  did  not  know  exactly,  but  he  believed  it 
was  slight,  and  that  it  grieved  him  to  see  such  cruel  punish- 
ments;. I  remarked  that  all  such  torturer  characterised  a 
barbarous  people,  and  were  only  inflicted  by  governments 
ignorant  of  the  best  means  of  deterring  from  crime  and  of 
elevating  the  people,  for  all  such  inflictiona  and  esblbitioD3 
of  torture  only  tended  to  harden  and  brutalise  the  minds  of 
the  people. 

It  waa  a  bright  beautiful  afternoon;  indeed,  there  was  not 
a  shower  all  the  time  that  I  was  at  the  capital^  anil  we  conti- 
nued our  way,  conversing  as  we  paase^l  along,  until  we 
reached  Amboipo,  &ve  miles  from  the  uapitid,  where  it  had 
been  at  first  proposed  that  I  should  halt  for  the  night:  we 
all  alight^  ■rm  the  plain  in  front  of  the  village.  The  lady 
who  had  accouipauied  us  presented  me  with  a  silk  lamba,  (o 
take  home  as  a  memorial  of  my  visit     The  offioeia  who  had 
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the  ordering  of  the  journey  then  said  U  would  lie  better  to 
go  on  to  Betafo,  perhaps  five  miles  further,  and  theD  halt  for 
the  tiight.  The  prince  then  ordered  the  band  to  play  the 
English  **  God  aave  the  Queen,"  during  which  all  took  off 
their  hata.  He  Tiuvr  took  leave  of  me  with  dignitj  and 
feeling,  m  did  also  the  nobles  and,  their  companions,  com- 
mending  me  to  the  protection  of  God.  Tljen,  having  aooom- 
pauied  me  to  my  palanquin  and  told  the  chief  of  hia  liond 
to  go  with  me  to  the  place  where  I  should  halt  for  the  night-, 
the  prince  and  his  companions  entered  their  palanquinH^ 
The  aides-de-camp,  five  or  aix  in  number,  moimted  tbeir 
horsee  and  returned  to  the  capital,  while  I  pnrsxied  my  way 
to  BetafO)  where  I  foimd  all  my  packages  had  already  arrivexl. 
Here  the  band  took  tijetr  leave.  I  niiule  the  lender  a  bin&U 
present,  and  they  returned ;  while  I  prepared  for  the  firet 
aight's  lodging  on  my  homeward  road. 

Thu«  ended  my  visit  to  the  caiiital  of  MadagascAr  and  my 
iatercour&e  with  its  people,  I  have  described  the  iucideuts 
of  tny  visit  wmewhat  minutclyj  as  the  best  means  of  con- 
veying a  distinct  impression  t»f  the  circumstances  of  the  people, 
especially  the  Hovas,  and  their  state  of  civiUsatiun.  Great  is 
the  interest  felt  in  Madagascaj  by  all  classes,  though  we  have 
had  little  or  no  direct  intercourse  with  the  people  for  the 
last  twenty  years.  The  events  which  during  that  period  have 
transpired  there,  liave  given  to  our  interest  in  that  country 
and  people  an  intense  and  imdying  character,  as  connecteil 
with  the  holy  fortitude  and  calm  endurance  of  those  who 
have,  during  that  period,  suffered  there  afSietion,  spoHationj 
fllavery,  imprisaument,  cUaim!.,  and  death  for  the  name  of 
Chri«t, 

In  reference  to  the  religion  of  the  present,  reasons  which 
are  obvious  require  silence.  No  one  wuiUd  wish  to  implicate 
the  living  in  the  calamities  that  were  endured  hy  the  dead. 
The  laws  against  the  Christian  religion  are  not  repealed ;  and 
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tnay,  for  purposes  to  iis  inscrutable,  be  allowed  by  the  all- 
wise  and  all-merciful  God  to  be  again  enforced. 

It  may  be  sufficient  therefore  to  eay  that,  so  far  as  my 
opportunities  of  observing  it  have  extended,  the  religion  of 
the  present  is  the  same  as  that  of  the  post,  and  appears  to  \ye 
sincere  and  satisfactory,  a  religion  derived  simply  and  solely 
from  the  teachings  of  God's  holy  word,  unfolded,  applied,  and 
sustained  by  the  operations  of  the  Holy  tSpirit  Under  thk 
Divine  influence  it  appears  to  have  attained  a  meaaiire  of 
development  that  is  truly  marvellous.  That  it  is  to  be 
ascribed  to  this  source  alone  would  appear  from  the  fa/ct, 
that  a  large  number  of  those  who  have  suffered  became 
Cliriatlans  after  the  last  mlBsiomuies  had  left  the  country.  I 
repeatedly  passed  the  places  where  the  martjTis  suffered, 
spots  that  will  he  consecrated  by  the  most  hallowed  and 
affectionate  associations  in  the  minds  of  the  Malagasy  through- 
ont  all  fiature  ages.  I  had  met  and  converssed  repeatedly 
with  their  widowed  survivors  and  their  orphan  children,  as 
weU  as  with  those  who  witnessed  the  steadfastness  of  their 
faith  and  the  quiet  triumph  of  their  death ;  and  from  their 
testimony  had  derived  more  than  coQfirmation  of  all  that  we 
had  previously  heard. 

Tlie  authorities  in  Madagascar,  who  sought  by  tortiwe  and 
death  to  extinguish  the  Christiiui  faith,  by  whatever  motives 
they  may  have  been  actuated,  only  imitated  the  Diocletians 
of  the  early  ages,  and  the  Alvas,  the  Medicis,  and  the  MaijB 
of  more  recent  times,  and  with  corr&sponding  resultg  In  the 
invincible  constancy  of  those  who  fell  and  the  sutusequont 
fruitfi  of  the  imperishable  seed  which  waa  scattered  in  the 
martyrs'  blood.  Deeply  affecting  were  the  details  which  I 
received  of  the  sorrows  and  tiie  consolations  of  the  sufferers ; 
of  their  conduct  in  the  hoiir  of  peril,  as  well  as  on  the  day  of 
impeachment  and  of  trial ;  with  the  noble  testimony  which 
they  bore^  when  brought  before  judges  and  rulerSj  for  Hia 


IM 


VISITS  TO  MADAGASCAR. 


CItAF.  XT' 


name's  sake.  The  fullowing'  exact  atid  Tcrbatim  statements) 
refer  to  the  severe  persecution  in  the  year  IH4E>,  and  will 
make  their  own  appeal  to  every  heart-  They  are  offered 
without  apprehension,  ae  those  to  whom  they  refer  have 
passed  into  a  world  where  "the  fury  of  the  oppresaor"  and 
the  cruelty  of  the  persecutor  can  never  euter. 

"On,  the  I-tth  of  March,  1849,  the  officer  before  whom  tiie 
Chrigtians  were  exatoined  6aid>  *Do  you  pray  to  the  bud,  or 
the  moouj  or  the  earth  ?' 

*'  R answered,  '  1  do  uot  pray  to  these,  for  the  haad  of 

God  mode  them.' 

"*Do  you  pray  bo  the  twelve  mountiins  that  are  eacred?' 

"  R .    '  I  do  not  pray  to  them,  for  they  are  mouutainjB.' 

"  *  Do  yon  pray  to  the  idols  that  render  sacred  the  kings  ?* 

"  R .    *  I  do  not  pray  to  theiii>  for  the  hand  of  man 

made  them.' 

"■•Do  you  pray  to  the  ttncestors  of  the  sovereigns?' 

"R .    'Kinga  and  rulers  are  given  by  God  that  we 

'  ahoiild  serve  and  obey  them,  and  render  them  lioinage. 
Nevertheless  they  are  only  men  like  ourBelvea;  when  we  pnvy, 
we  pray  to  God  alone,' 

*'*You  make  diatinct,  and  observe  the  Sahbrvth  day.' 
'*  R—     ■.  *  That  is  the  day  of  the  great  God ;  for  in  six  days 
the  Lord  made  all  His  workH+    Bnt  God  r'ftsted  on  the  seventh, 
aud  Ho  caused  it  to  be  holy ;  and  I  rest,  or  keep  aacred  that 
day.' 

"And  in  similar  manner  answered  all  the  Chrifltiana.  And 
when  a  man,  who  had  kept  aloof,  saw  that  one— a  woman  — 
did  not  deny  God,  and  remembered  that  to  deny  God  was 
followed  with  compunction,  he  went  and  spoke  as  the  others 
had  done.  And  when  these  brethren  and  sisters  were  bound, 
the  husband  of  one  of  tbem,  who  had  heard  their  confession, 
ciune  aad  siud  to  them,  <  Be  not  a&aid,  for  it  is  well  if  for 
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that  you  die."  He  was  a  8i;il'dler  from  £i  distaucej  and  QOt  of 
the  miniber  of  the  accused.  Then  he  wa.s  exaraiaeil,  and  as 
he  made  the  same  avowal,  they  bound  him  alao.  And  they 
removed  these  ten  brethren  and  sisters,  and  made  their  bands 
hiird  or  tight,  and  coafined  them  each  in  a  separate  hou.se." 

The  writers  of  the  jouroal  add,  "  And,  at  one  o'clock  at 
night,  we  met  t^jgether  and  prayed."  On  the  22Qd  of  March, 
when  one  had  aaid  Jehovah  is  God  alone,  and  above  every 
name  that  is  named,  and  Jesua  Christ  is  also  God,  the  people 
cried  out,  mocking.  And  to  another  the  officer  aaid,  '  Raho- 
dampoimerina  (the  sacred  name  of  our  queen)  ia  our  god,  but 
not  yonr  god,*  He  answered,  'The  God  who  made  rae  is 
my  God ;  but  Rabodo  is  my  queen  or  Bovereign."  And  when 
he  refused  other  answer,  they  said,  '  Perhaps  he  is  jin  idiot, 
or  a  lunatic'  He  answered,  ^'I  am  not  on  idiot,  and  have 
not  lost  my  underatanding/  Then  there  was  a  commotion 
and  buzz  among  the  people^  saying,  *  Take  him  away.*  And 
they  took  him  to  prison. 

"  And    before   it  was   light,    on   the   following    day,   the 

peaple  assembled  at  A y.     Then  they  took  the  eighteen 

brethren  that  chose  God,  and  to  inherit  life,  and  to  become 
Hia  sons  and  His  daughters,  and  they  bound  their  hands  and 
feet,  and  tied  each  of  them  to  a  pole  wrapped  in  mats, 
and  placed  them  with  the  other  prisoners.  And  of  these 
united  brethren  and  siatera,  ten  were  from  Vonizongo.  And 
when  the  officers,  and  troops,  and  judges  arrived,  they  read 
over  the  namee  of  each  cla^  of  priaonera,  and  then  placed  them 
by  themselvea,  and  stationed  around  them  BoldierB  with 
muskets  and  spears ;  and  the  sentences  were  then  delivered, 
—  consigning  some  to  fine  and  confisMition,  others  to  alavery, 
others  to  prison  and  chains,  some  to  flogging,  and  eighteen 
to  death — four  to  be  burned,  and  fourteen  to  be  hurled  from 
the  rocky  precipice  and  afterwardH  biuucd  to  ashes. 
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"^  And  Uie  eigliteen  appointed  to  ilie,  a»  they  sat  on   the 
ground  surrounded  by  the  soldiem,  sang  the  137lh  hymn*: 

'When  I  ilmJI  dlie,  ».ni  tcnre  tn^  (ricn(9>i 

When  (hey  thkll  weop  for  tuv, 
When  dcpurtvtl  has  my  liTc, 
Then  I  shall  be  happy/ 

"  Wlien  that  hymn  waa  fioiBbed,  tbey  sang  the  1 54th  :  — 

'  When  t  Blmll  twWld  Him  rejoicing  in  the  huven^'  &e, 

**  And  when  the  Bentencea  were  all  pronounced,  and  the 
officer  was  about  to  return  to  the  cliief  authorities,  the  four^ 
sentenced  to  be  burned  request^  him  to  ask  that  they  might 
be  killed  first,  and  then   burned*     But  tbey  were  burned 
allTe. 

"Wlicd  the  oflScer  waa  gone,  they  took  those  eighteen 
away  to  put  them  to  death.  The  fourteen  they  tied  by  the 
hande  and  the  feet  to  long  poles,  and  ouried  on  men^s 
shoulders.  And  these  brethren  prayed,  and  spoke  to  the 
people,  aa  they  were  being  carried  along.  And  some  who 
beheld  them,  said  that  their  faces  were  like  the  facea  of 
aiigeia  And  when  they  came  to  the  top  of  Nampaminarinn 
they  cast  them  down,  and  their  bodies  were  afterH-ards  dragged 
to  the  other  end  of  the  capital,  to  be  hnraed  with  the  bodiea 
of  those  who  were  burned  alive. 

"  And  SA  they  took  the  four  that  were  to  be  burned  alive 
to  the  place  of  execution,  these  Chriatiaug  eang  the  90th  hymn, 
beginniTig,  *  When,  our  hearts  are  troubled,'  each  verse  ending 
with,  'Tlien  remember  us.'  Thus  tbey  sang  on  the  road. 
And  when  they  came  to  Faravohitra,  there  they  burned  them, 
fix^  betwixt  aplit  spars.     And  there  was  a  rainbow  in  tbe 

•  Tbo  number*  refer  to  tha  collection  of  printed  hymm  in  the  nttirs  Imi- 
giia^c  Tliu  truijblutiua  Ls  vvrW  ottd  literal,  nul  &  m«Uical  reodcrln^  uf  tlm 
meaning. 
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tteavens  at  the  tiiao,  cloBe  to   the  place  uf  burning.     Then 
they  sang  in  the  hynm  15S;  — 


'  There  is  a  bk'Bsetl  trnid 
MiiLkiDg  most  happy. 
Kever  filial]  ihe  rest  deport, 
Hot  cuiue  of  trouble  cgmc.' 


"Tliftt  was  the  hymn  they  sang  after  they  were  in  the  fire. 
Then  they  prayed,  saying,  '0  Lord,  receive  our  spirita;  for 
Thy  love  to  uh  has  caused  this  to  come  to  us.  And  lay  not 
this  sin  to  their  charge.^ 

"Thus  they  pray&l,  as  long  as  they  had  any  life.  Then 
they  died;  but  softly — gently.  Indeed,  gently  was  the  going 
forth  of  their  life.  And  ustonisbed  were  nJl  the  people  around 
that  beheld  the  burning  of  them  there." 

For  the  same  rctason,  vLz.  to  enable  my  reader  to  form 
their  own  estimate  of  his  character,  I  have  recited,  also  in 
detail,  fragments  of  ramversation  with  the  young  prince  of 
Madagascar,  who  is,  if  not  at  the  present  time,  yet  certainly 
in  relation  to  the  future,  the  most  important  individual, 
amongst  his  own  people,  I  have  already  deacnbed  his  person, 
and  in  reference  to  bia  character  and  habits,  the  late  M.  de 
La8telle,  -speaking  to  me  of  him  in  1853,  observed,  "He  is 
not  like  a  Slalagnsy  at  all,  but  much  more  like  an  English 
gentleman*** 

Without  pretending  to  determine  how  far  this  comparison 
was  just,  I  soon  became  convinced,  from  much  that  I  saw  and 
more  that  I  heard,  that  the  prince  waa  a  remarkable  young 
man,  in  whose  future  career  it  was  impossible  not  to  feel 
deeply  intereated.  His  youthful  appearance,  unembarrassed 
oddrese,  and  gentle  and  easy  manners,  iuiprejwed  me  favour- 
ably during  our  earliest  intercourse.  His  prepossesfiions  in 
favoiu*  of  the  Engli.ah  I  did  not  expect^  as  he  could  have  been 
but  a  child  when,  twenty  years  before,  the  last  English  resi- 
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dent  Lad  left  the  cajutii] ;  aud  perlia^  1  ascribed  some  pr>iiioa 
of  tbe  tncoiniurnB  he  pa*»e<l  iiyfon  Kuglaod  to  bis  owii  po- 
litc-tices,  and  the  circumstance  of  my  being  an  Englishman, 
probably  the  firet  EngUahmftn  witlti  whom  he  had  become 
personally  acquainted*  I  nsked  wlmt  bad  caused  him  to 
form  so  favourable  an  opiuiH.)!!  of  the  English,  and  be  Mod 
it  was  becauae,  according  to  what  he  had  hoard,  they  were 
guch  »U5,  in  his  own  heart,  he  should  like  to  be — true,  just, 
hwna7ie,  and  watchful  over  human  ti/e.  When  I  thus  found 
ibftt  it  was  not  the  greatnese  of  the  nation,  Init  the  reported 
goodness  of  the  people  which  had  pi-epossesaed  him  in  their 
&vour»  it  greatly  erdianced  my  estimation  of  his  own  cho^ 
pacter.  And  though  to  me  he  thua  expressed  hia  opinion  of 
the  English*  he  said  be  desired  to  be  friendly  with  all 
foreigners  who  came  to  his  country  for  honest  and  honour- 
able purposes. 

I  regretted  exceedingly  the  princess  want  of  a  good  educa- 
tion, as  I  could  not  help  &urniwing  that,  if  the  page  of  history 
had  presented  its  noble  and  distinguished  characters  to  his 
eon  tempi  ation,  the  morally  great  would  have  been  his  heroes. 
Ilia  iove  of  justice  and  fair  open  dealing  appeared  constant 
and  strong.  He  seemed  to  have  an  intuitive  repugnance  to 
deception,  treachery,  and  cruelty,  and  to  regard  human  life 
as  a  Bacred  thing.  Thus  he  frequently  Hpoke  of  hia  adn:iira- 
tion  of  the  English  on  account  of  the  humanity  of  their  laws, 
and  their  respect  for  human  life  in  all  circumstances,  even  in 
war;  offering  remarks  suggeetive  of  the  idea  tliat  in  war  sub- 
mission was  the  end,  never  the  beginning  of  slaughter,  — one  of 
the  moat  striking  contrasts  l>etween  the  revolting  whjb  of  his 
own  country  and  those  of  civilised  nations.  These  were  wiUi 
the  prince  not  mere  theories.  He  Iind  often  interposed  not 
only,  by  his  advice  or  authority,  to  tiettle  disputes,  to  insure 
jufltice,  and  to  reconcile  differences,  but  to  save  life,  and  pre- 
vent suffering;  and  I  heard  from  more  than  one  source  that. 
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wheu  there  was  a  conspiracy  among-  hm  own  adlierenta  to 
destroy  Ills  most  formidable  and  determined  enemies,  he 
pereraptorily  forbade  anything  of  the  kind  on  fais  behalf; 
and  at  length;^  not  being  certain  that  this  prohibition  would 
restram  his  followers,  he  actunJly  went  himself  imd  persrmally 
informed  hia  rivals  of  the  threatened  danger,  and  thun  saved 
their  liveB. 

But  while  thuB  humane  and  jnfitj  the  prince  is  neither  weak 
nor  cowardly.  His  affection  for  his  mother  appeared  to  be 
strong  and  faithfid,  and  hie  loyalty  equally  so.  And  though 
not  inacnEible  to  the  miseries  of  the  people,  but,  on  the  con- 
trary, fet'ling  deeply  the  calamities  produced  by  the  measinr^ 
of  the  government  administered  in  her  name,  he  more  than 
once  said  that,  in  the  event  of  any  danger,  he  would  be  the 
iirfit  to  die  in  defence  of  his  mother.  And  yet  it  is  said  he 
alluwa  no  euitable  occasion  to  pixss  without  counselling  a 
raild  und  equitable  rule.  Hie  keen  sense  of  the  injustice 
of  the  severitiea  and  cruelties  in£icted  upon  the  Christians 
contributed  in  all  probability  to  induce  the  prince  to  be- 
OBiss  their  friend;  and  when  ultimately  repudiatiug  the 
ji^a^m^  of  the  idols  of  his  country,  he  identified  himBelf  with 
the  Christians,  tliough  thereby  imperilling  his  prospects  of 
the  crown,  and  subsequently,  when  he  is  eaid  to  have  re- 
monstrated against  all  open  persecution,  whatever  the  Donse- 
quences  to  himself  might  be,  he  evinced  a  degree  of  moral 
courage  not  always  associated  with  the  gentle  demeBaour  and 
humane  dif^-position  which  he  has  so  uniformly  manifested. 

It  is  the  attribute  of  Qod  alone  to  see  the  end  from  the 
beginning ;  but  whatever  may  be  the  future  of  Eakotond 
Radaine,  he  hm  been  one  of  the  greatest  blessings  to  his  own 
country  in  the  important  crisis  through  which  it  is  now 
paasing,  occupying  a  position  somewhat  anfilogous  to  that 
of  our  own  Edward  Vl.,  at  the  dawn  of  the  Eefonnation,  but 
with  even  sounder  principles  and  greater  charity ;  for  while 
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the  former  but  reJuctantly  spai-ed  hie  popish  Bistt^r  Mary,  the 
latter  preserved  the  life  of  a  heathen  prieat  who  had  devised 
and  attempted  the  destruction  of  bis  own. 

The  temperament  of  the  pi-iuce  is  ardent  and  impulsive. 
Hence  his  conduct  may  at  timcB  be  haaty ;  and  this  tendency 
hojs  not  been  restrained  by  the  discipline  of  sound  education. 
Hia  dtspodtiou  prtmipte  him  to  rely  much  on  others ;  hence 
his  greatest  danger  is  from  false  and  pretended  friends,  and 
his  greatest  want  is  wise  and  faithful  coum^ellors.  Still  there 
ia  much  to  excite  admiration,  if  not  surprise,  in  the  onaoimt  of 
hifl  intelligence,  and  the  soundnesa  of  his  judgment.  But 
when  hifi  parentage,  and  the  tone  of  feeling  amongst  thoae 
around  him  on  the  Rubject  of  torture  and  bloodshed  are  con- 
mdered,  together  with  the  spectacles  of  miaer)*  and  tlie  exam- 
ples of  Cruelty  t«  which  his  childhood  and  youth  must  have 
been  exposed,  hia  kindly  sympatliien,  his  horror  at  the  shed- 
ding of  innocent  blood,  and  his  sacred  regard  for  human  life, 
appear  truly  marvellc>us.  Considering  his  character,  and  his 
influGuce  for  good,  together  with  the  perili*  of  his  position,  for 
his  &iends  are  painfully  apprehensive  for  his  life,  as  well  as 
the  hallowed  hoj>e^  that  seem  to  hang  upon  that  valuable 
life,  every  friend  of  religion  and  humanity  must,  feel  impelled 
to  pray  that  the  prince  royal  of  Madagascar  may  be  preserved, 
and  his  career  be  prosperous. 


Broakrast  M  AmboLli^fo-  —  Inlercoarse  with  FrJenilB  rrom  the  Cipitat,  —  II09- 
piulity  Rt  Pfince  Uamonj&'a  Village. — ^Ncw  rianU  collLtteil,  —  LodgiDg 
in  (be  Forest  of  Akmn*aolnu  —  Noise  of  the  Monkcj-g  oc  Lemurs.  —  Lyco- 
podiiiDis  nnd  other  Plnnta.  — ^  Heary  Ruins.  ■ —  Extrciae  Difficultir  of  TraTai- 
liog  to  Itie  Furefit. —  MectLCg  witli  French  PrieeU  and  Merchanu. — Accept' 
iiblo  CoUectioa  of  riuniB.  —  New  SfKcics  of  FJfttycerara  or  StHgVhcm 
Fern.  —  Arrival  at  Tninntuve.  —  Visit  to  (lie  Locality  of  the  OuviraiidrK 
Fecestralls.  —  Crocadilcs.  —  Ktiidntss  feijietieaccd  at  Tamatave.  — Arriral  of 
tho  "Casiro,"  —  Pr(.'EenU  from  llic  Qumii. — iJcparturt  from  MailngMcar, 
—  Hospitality  nt  MimTitins.  —  Storm  on  the  Q^^Dun.  —  IHe&cuc  of  two  ehip- 
wrccked  Mnrintrs.  —  KcEnnrkablit  MecLiiig  with  a  Motive  of  the  Sundwich 
Ifl>itid&  —  Safe  Arrival  in  J%iiglaiid- 


Btii  to  return  to  the  narrative  of  my  joiiraey.  Several 
friends  who  had  been  my  constant  companions  or  daily 
visitors  at  AntaniuifLrivo,  and  who  were  anxious  to  defer  our 
final  separatiun  as  long  as  possible,  had  travelled  by  my 
side  during  the  first  day^a  joiimey,  and  passed  the  night  with 
me  linder  the  same  roof.  While  the  officere  were  adjusting  and 
Bending  off  the  packages  the  nejct  morning,  we  had  much 
eerious  and  affectionate  conversation  j  and  after  i  had  given 
pome  of  them  a  small  memento  of  my  visit,  we  bade  each 
other  fatewelL  They  retraced  their  etepe  to  the  capital,  and 
I  resumed  my  journey  to  the  coast. 

Amongst  the  presents  I  had  received  at  the  capital  were  a 
number  of  live  animals  from  the  Sakalave  coimtry,  and  other 
parts.  Some  of  these  had  been  pets  with  their  former  owners  : 
among  them  a  little  leiirecliad  }ieen  given  me  by  the  princess. 
It  had  generally  slept  all  day  in  a  Iwx,  but  frequently  got  out 
during  the  night,  seeming  greatly  to  enjoy  its  nocturnal  ram- 
bles.   It  fed  on  insects  and  rice,  and  was  quite  tame.    Of  these 
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aiiimals  there  were  specimens  which  1  intended  to  preserve,  iu 
order  that  they  might  find  a  fiDal  resdng-place  in  the  splen- 
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did  luuaeLUii  under  the  care  of  Professur  Owen  in  London  ;  at 
whose  eameat  entreaty  I  had  used  my  l^estendeavours,  though 
without  success,  to  obtain  relics  of  the  dudo  in  MauritiuKr 
and  tiie  rare  and  wonderful  Cheirornya  JSlaxhyasvarrusta.  I 
Imd  given  the  presents  in  question  to  the  specml  charge  of  one 
of  my  attendants ;  hut  they  had  been  foT^otten  when  the  other 
things  were  removed,  and  on  my  sending  bnck  afterwards  to 
inquire  alwut  them,  they  could  not  be  found. 

About  ten  o'clock  on  the  day  wlien  my  friends  left  me  we 
reached  Amboilefo,  where  we  halt*.^!  tit  the  r**?idence  of  the 
mother  of  the  wife  of  a  French  trader  at  Tamatave,  for  which 
place  the  mother  had  that  morning  set  out.  But  tlie  two 
daughters,  oile  of  whom  had  recently  iKcorae  a  widow,  received 
me  very  kindly,  and  soon  provided  a  hoepitahle  lireakfiwt. 
The  young  widow  wore  her  hair  unplaited  iiud  dishevelled ; 
and  this,  with  her  wan  face,  tlje  reKult  of  long  ilhiees,  and  the 
low  plaintive  voice  in  which  she  spoke,  t^jgether  with  the  aa- 
j>ect  of  a  W(.'fl.k  sickly  child  wliicli  lay  iu  her  arijis,  stnmg^ly  ex- 
citi'd  ray  couipassiuu.     They  were  evidently  a  family  of  some 
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Consideration,  fur  the  spacioiu?  enclased  court  in  front  af  the 
houae  waa  half  filled  with  carefully -cnnstnictcd  tombs  of  stone* 
Bcnne  of  them  of  large  dimensions ;  and  I  waa  told  these  were 
the  tombs  of  the  family. 

Soon  after  noon  we  reHUiiied  our  journey,  reiiched  Ambato- 
luanga,  and,  passing  over  the  deep  fosses,  and  along  the  edge 
of  a  sunken  cattle-fold,  which  is  always  within  the  defencea, 
and  the  fahiti^a,  or  pens  for  fattenbg  cattle,  I  aligbt«d  at  the 
door  of  the  house  I  had  formerly  occupied,  and  received  a 
cordial  welcome  from  its  inmates. 

In  the  evening  friendfl  from  the  capital  arrived,  some  bring- 
ing with  them  letters  and  other  documents^  others  coming  only 
that  we  might  spend  another  evening  together,  With  these 
friends  I  had  deeply  interesting  and  important  conversatioa, 
and  I  endeavoured  to  give  aome  useful  information  onmattera 
which  they  had  previously  mentioned,  and  on  which  they 
were  anxious  to  have  my  most  matured  opinions.  The  next 
morning  I  parted  with  them,  under  deep  eolicitude,  but  with 
much  affertion ;  and  sending  messages  t**  those  I  had  left 
behind,  I  left  the  romantic  feudal-looking  village  of  Ambator 
manga  and  continued  my  journey. 

In  the  evening  of  the  following  day  we  reached  the  first 
village  in  Ankay.  Descending  by  the  mountain  road  on 
the  western  side  of  the  extensive  and  fertile  valley  east  of 
Angavo,  we  reached  the  village  of  Prince  Ramonja  in  the  fore^ 
noon  of  the  nest  day,  I  waa  received  with  the  same  tokens 
of  hospitality  and  kindnesR  as  liad  been  shown  when  I  bad 
halted  there  on  inj  way  to  Imcrina.  The  servants  of  the 
prince  brought  presents,  «fec.  A  huUock  waa  killed  by  his 
onlers,  and  distxibnted  amongst  the  people  who  were  with  me. 
Hia  aged  and  venerable  nurae  was  as  lavish  in  her  expressions 
of  joy  that  I  had  seen  til's  prince  as  she  had  been  in  her  anti- 
cipation of  the  pleosiu^  he  would  experience  on  my  arrival. 
After  remaining  with  these  friendly  retainers  of  the  prince  until 
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noon,  we  travelled  onward  to  Ambodioifo,  and  on  the  following 
day  to  Morftmanga,  a  military  station,  where  I  foiiiid  all  my 
packagCR  hnil  previously  arrived. 

Although  a  hundred  aud  Jifty  milea  or  more  from  Tama^ 
tave»  I  bad  already  Lcgun  to  collect  a  few  plants,  which  I 
engaged  a  Bpecial  bearer  to  carry ;  for  I  could  not  leave  a  new, 
or  cnrionsj,  or  bcautifnl  plant  or  flower  behind,  when  I  had 
an  opportunity  of  taking  it  with  me,  with  even  a  chance  of 
getting  it  alive  to  the  coast.  On  my  way  towards  the  wi>od- 
cutter's  station  at  Alamazaotra,  I  obtained  two  new  kinds  of 
angrsRcuma,  several  plauts  of  the  curiously-Bhaped  capsule 
and  yellow-flowered  jrlrtf/f'arMTrt,  craes^unifiuid  the  A uffrtvcum 
citratum;  also  a  little  purple-flowered  tuherous  plant,  much 
like  Ainjfkorch  is  caharaia.  The  latter  I  found  as  I  was  parsing 
niong  the  edgee  of  the  water-courees  on  the  moimtain  side& 
But  my  greatest  treasure  wa«  a  large  hulbed  plant,  of  quite 
a  new  gpeciea;  and  as  it  is  now  growing  weU»  and  Bhowing 
flowers,  I  hope  it  may  be  aiildeil  to  the  already  rich  collections 
of  orchids  cultiviited  in  onr  country.  It  had  a  large  flower- 
Stalk,  a  seed-pod  the  size  of  an  orange,  and  the  natives  said 
the  flower  was  scarlet  and  purple.  I  al&o  obtained  a  new  epU 
phite,  with  bulbe  aiid  leaves  refiemhling  OiicidvixTa  ampliatum 
major,  but  of  a  different  habit  of  growth. 

The  weather  waa  fine,  and  the  descent  from  the  high  cen- 
tral provinces  so  much  easier  than  the  ascent  bad  been,  that 
in  the  afternoon  of  the  1st  of  October  we  haltetl  at  Alamazao-- 
tra.  I  flet  off  immediately  into  the  forest,  searching  for  plants, 
and  returned  at  duj*k  with  a  few  small  bull>oua  orchida,  and  two 
small  species  of  lycopodiunis.  Izaro  and  one  of  the  bearera 
were  suffering  from  fever.  Our  wantB  for  the?  night— fuel  and 
provisions — were  liberally  supplied  by  the  oflicergat  the  station* 
By  seven  the  following  morning  we  resumed  our  journey,  aud 
soon  entered  the  forest.  The  morning  was  bright,  the  atmo- 
sphere clear  and  bracing.     My  attention  was  soon  atiraet^ed 
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'A  peculiar  ftliouting  or  hallooing  in  the  forest,  apymreutly 
t'no  great  distance  from  the  road.  It  waa  not  like  any  sound 
I  had  heard  before,  but  resembled  that  of  men  or  boys  call' 
ing  to  each  other  more  than  anytljiiig  else.  At  first  I  thought 
it  was  a  number  of  people  drivinw;  cattle  out  of  the  forest  into 
the  road.  Still  I  Itearil  no  crEishiiig  amongst  the  underwood, 
and  saw  no  signa  of  buUocka.  Then  I  imagined  it  must  be  a 
number  of  bird-catcliers  or  eiiulrrel-catchers.  But  on  in- 
quiring of  my  companions,  they  said  the  noise  proceeded  from 
the  black  and  white  lemurs,  Lemar  Hta-caco,  of  which  there 
were  great  numbers  in  the  forests, 

I  Latl  repeatedly  seen  lemurs  of  more  than  one  species  in 
the  market  at  Tamatave,  and  numbers  among  the  people  of 
the  place.  There  were  two  or  three  of  the  large  ruffeJ  lemur 
in  a  house  near  my  own  dwelling,  and  they  seemed  to  be  quite 
domesticated.  Though  covered  with  thick,  almost  woolly 
hair^f  they  appeared  to  be  ill  at  ease  in  wet  or  cold  weather, 
but  to  luxuriate  ia  the  warm  snushiue.  I  often  noticed  two 
or  three  of  them  together,  on  a  fine  morning  after  rain,  reused 
up  on  their  hind  legs,  on  the  outside  of  the  houee,  leaning 
buck  again;'jt  the  wall  of  the  house,  with  their  fore  legs  spread 
out,  evidently  enjoying  the  warmth  of  the  suu  which  was 
shining  upon  them*.  They  are  often  kept  fame  by  the  natives 
for  a  long  time,  and  numbers  are  aold  to  the  masters  of  veHsels 
and  others  visiting  the  port.  We  had  one  on  board  the  ship  in 
which  I  made  my  first  voyage  from  Madagascar.  It  waaa  fine 
animal,  and  during  the  twenty-eight  dajs  of  our  passage  I  had 
frequent  opportunities  of  obaer^'Jng  its  disposition  and  habits. 
It  was  tied  to  a  boat  on  the  deck;  and  in  a  basket  under 
the  fore  part  of  the  boat  it  found  a  partial  shelter  from  the  rain 
and  the  wind.  It  conveyed  its  food,  boiled  rice  and  fruit,  to 
its  mouth  by  the  hand.  It  was  gentle  and  sociable,  seemingly 
grateful  for  any  trifling  notice  or  kiudneas.  I  frequently  gave 
it  water,  which  it  lapped  Uke  a  dog,  and  occasionally  a  ba* 
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nana;  and  in  a  short  time  it  seemed  to  watch  my  movements 
whenev^er  I  came  ou  deck,  jumping  on  my  arin  or&Lotilder,  if 
I  approai^ilied  the  boat ;  but  was  mobt  delighted  when,  attaching 
a  long  line  to  the  short  cord  tied  round  its  liody,  I  loosened  it 
from  the  boat  aud  allowed  it  to  run  np  the  corda  or  rigging, 
which  it  ascended  with  astoniwhing  ease  and  speed,  sitting 
sometimes  with  apparent  pleasure  on  the  extremity  of  tha 
^iurd.     It   wn£  scrupulously  cleaxi^    and    seemed   unable  to 
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endure  any  tar  or  other  dirt  on  its  shaggy  coftt.  One 
morning,  during  a  heavy  gale  of  wind,  when  there  was 
much  motioD  In  the  ship,  and  great  confusion  and  noise 
among  the  sailors,  the  lemur  seemed  unusually  excited,  and 
repeatedly  raised  itself  up  on  its  hind  legs,  and  clapped  its 
hands  together,  aud  chattered  loud  in  a  most  extraordinary 
manner,  occasioning  great  uneasiness  among  our  crew  of 
Malagasy  sailors,  who  declared  it  wias  an  omen  of  evil  to  the 
ehip,  and  that  s<jme  fearful  calamity  might  be  expected.     I 
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liad  felt  BO  much  interest  in  the  aaciahle  and  apparently  gentle 
iiuiraal  on  hoaril  our  ship,  that  I  bhould  have  heen  yljid.  to 
have  seen  some  of  its  species  in  their  own  forest  homes  ;  biit 
though  numh&rs  were  evidently  near,  none  of  them  came 
within  sight. 

Soon  after  crossing  the  first  river  in  the  forest,  I  saw  Bome 
Ueantiful  lycopodiums  growing  near  the  margin  of  the  stream ; 
and  I  always  found  them  growing  more  luxuriantly  near  the 
water  than  in  any  other  place.  I  immediately  left  my  palan- 
quin in  order  to  examine  them.  They  had  the  habit  of  L, 
«7n6iywumj  hut  more  open.  I  dug  up  a  Tiiimber  of  the  plants, 
kueading  the  clayey  soil  in  which  they  were  growing  into  a 
sort  of  hotl,  and  giving  the  man  who  was  carrying  my  plants 
special  charges  respecting  them.  I  then  walked  on  for  about 
an  hour,  when  I  found  large  clusters  of  delicate  ferns,  very 
much  like  Adiantum-  tenui/olium,  but  more  compact^i  differ- 
ing also  in  other  respects,  and  new  to  me.  I  gathered  as  mauy 
of  the  ripe  fronds  as  I  could ;  and  soon  afterwordB  found  some 
plants  with  delicately-pencilled  and  variegated  leaves,  and 
dwarf  succulent  stems.  The  leaves  greatly  resembled  those 
of  the  echitesj  though  the  habit  of  the  plant  was  herbaceous, 
and  not  shrubby. 

This  part  of  my  jomney  waa  perfect  enjoyment  The 
slipperiness  of  the  clayey  path,  or  of  the  smooth,  round,  inter- 
laced routs  of  the  gigantic  trees,  and  the  wet  and  tangled 
bniahwood,  with  occasional  piles  or  fragments  of  rock,  were 
BOftrcely  felt  to  be  impedimenta,  under  the  influence  of  the 
pleasure  produced  by  the  frequent  appearance  of  a  new  plant 
or  flower  of  beauty  or  rarity.  But  by  nine  o'clock  it  began 
to  rain ;  and  considering  that  two  of  my  fellow-travellers 
were  suffering  from  fever^  Mid  that  we  had  still  the  most 
dangerous  districts  to  pass,  I  was  obliged,  not  perhaps  without 
a  shght  feeling  of  disappointment,  to  relinquish  my  pleasant 
pursuit,  and  seek  the  shelter  of  the  palanquin. 
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The  raiu  iucrettaeil,  and  tbe  patli  bt-came  so  HlipjiL-ry  that  I 
more  than  once  requested  the  men  to  let  me  get  dowu  and 
walk,  even  in  the  rain.  But  they  8aid  my  weight  was  small, 
and  I  could  never  proceed  on  foot.  Light  an  the  weight  was, 
it  required  the  whole  eight  bearers  great  part  of  the  way,  not 
BO  much  to  sustain  the  load  as  to  keep  the  palanquin  upright, 
and  to  pilot  it  up  and  down  the  ateep  and  sometimes  intricate 
paths.  A  young  chief  kept  before  the  palanquin  great  part 
of  the  way,  striking  a  spear  into  the  high,  st^eep  loam  or  clayey 
sides  of  the  path,  and  causing  the  loose  soil  to  fall  and  spread 
like  Band  or  fine  gravel  over  the  smooth,  slippery  path,  and 
thus  to  prevent  the  feet  of  the  bearers  from  sliding  from  under 
them.  The  rain  continued,  and  the  low  or  level  parta  of  the 
way  were  overflowed ;  but  we  were  etill  able  to  keep  on,  I 
admired  the  skill,  address,  and  care  of  the  bearers,  while  I 
could  not  help  feeling  some  anxiety  for  their  safety  as  well  as 
my  own* 

When  a  short  space  of  comparatively  level  or  easy  path 
allowed  me  to  look  round,  I  was  somewhat  tantalised  tn  see 
fine  patches  of  novel-looking  ferns,  or  other  new  kinds  of  plants^ 
Bome  of  which  I  had  noticed  on  my  way  up,  requeating  my 
attendants  to  mark  the  spots  where  they  grew,  And  there 
they  were  looking  a*!  fresh  and  attractive  a6  ever;  but  I  was 
obliged  to  leave  them,  with  the  hope  that  some  future 
traveller  might  pass  through  the  foreat  in  more  favourable 
weather)  aud  secure  what  I  was  compelled  to  relinquish ;  for 
I  had  not  the  heart  to  ask  the  men  to  stop  in  the  heavy  rain, 
for  the  sake  of  allowing  me  to  obtain  what  to  them  would 
seem  but  a  common  weed,  or  perhaps  a  useless  bunch  of 
berries. 

After  seven  hours'  toilsome  travelling,  we  reacheil  a  few 
woodcutters'  huts,  where  we  stopped  to  prepare  breakfast. 
The  rain  still  fell  heavily;  but  after  resting  a  little  more  than 
an  hour,  we  travelled  on  to  a  few  huts  at  a  place  calleil 
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Irihitro,  where  we  halted  fi>r  the  night  in  one  of  the  houses 
which  the  friendly  villagers  vacated  for  our  accommodation. 

The  nest  momiog  was  fine,  and  we  started  early.  About 
ten  o'clock,  when  descending  towards  Beforana*  we  met  a 
number  of  travellers  on.  their  way  up  to  Imerina;  and  on 
inquiry  I  was  informed  that  the  principal  personage  MTis  a 
French  doctor,  from  Reunion  or  Bourbon,  proceeding  to  the 
capital.  He  wa*t  accompanied  by  two  other  foreigners,  oue  of 
whom,  I  was  afterwards  told,  was  a  Boman  Catholic  priest, 
L'Abb6  Jouan,  superior  of  the  Jesuit  coUege  at  Reimionj  who 
was  accompanying  the  doctor  in  the  capacity  of  aseiatant. 
Another  priest,  L^Abbe  Webber,  I  was  told,  waa  accompanying 
the  doctor  aa  pharmacien.  The  bearers  travelled  on  tolerably 
well  with  two  of  the  traTOllera;  but  the  men  bearing  the 
worthy  superior,  a  somewhat  portly  figiu-e,  seemed  to  be 
perspiring  profusely  under  their  burden ;  and  I  could  scarcely 
imagine  how.  In  such  weather  as  we  had  had,  they  would 
ever  make  their  way  along  the  forest  roada. 

Shortly  afterwards  I  met  M.  Soumagne,  a  French  trader, 
from  whom  I  had  received  much  kindnesE  at  Tamatave.  He 
waa  travelling  to  Antauatiarivo,  for  commercial  purposes,  in 
company  with  the  son  of  the  late  chief  judge  of  the  province 
of  Tamatave.  The  judge's  aon  was  followed  by  a  large  retinue, 
including  muaiciana,  and  dancers,  and  atnging-womem  A 
large  drum,  carried  on  a  pole  l>etwcen  two  men,  was  one  of 
the  first  portions  of  hia  baggage  that  we  had  passed.  On 
meeting,  we  each  alighted  ;  and  after  conversing  a  short  time, 
AL  Soumagne  gave  me  the  welcome  intelligence  of  having 
letters  for  me  from  England.  After  pursuing  my  journey  for 
some  time,  we  breakfasted  at  Beforona,  where  the  chiefs  who 
accompanied  me  found  those  in  charge  of  part  of  the  lu^age 
belonging  to  the  travellers  we  h(u\  passed;  and  amongst  them 
the  news  from  the  coast  and  the  capital  waa  soon  discussed. 

Before  we  set  out  again,  a  young  chief,  whom  I  had  missed 
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from  the  company  while  we  were  passing  throngh  the  furest, 
came  up,  followed  by  &,  man  bearing  ei  large  basket  of  orchida^ 
ceoua  planU,  sucla  as  he  had.  seen  rae  endeavouring  to  collect. 
I  waa  delighted  with  the  plants,  some  of  them^  being  new,  and 
engaged  the  inau  to  carry  them  on  to  the  coast.  Two  days 
after,  we  halted  for  a  day's  rest.  It  waa  the  Sahhalh,  and  as 
another  of  my  bearers  was  now  suSWring  from  fever,  and  all 
seemed  fatigued,  the  day^a  reat  waa  as  w^elcome  to  them  as 
grateful  to  my  own  mind. 

At  the  close  of  thts  following  day's  journey  we  reached 
Eauomafana,  near  the  hot  springs  j  and  half  a  mile  before 
entering  the  village,  I  saw  &  beautiful  shnib  in  bloom.  The 
fluwers  were  coinpotdte,  and  rtisembling  the  poivrea,  hut  of  a 
bright  scarlet  coluur.  I  dug  up  with  a  Bjjade  a  few  young 
plants,  and,  keeping  the  rootfl  in  a  ball  of  earth,  brought 
theiu  away,  and  have  succeeded  in  bringing;  two  of  them 
alive  to  England.  Our  way  now  lay  through  a  most  d&* 
lightful  and  verdant  coimtry.  The  hanil[)Oo,  traveller's  tree, 
and  rofia  palm  were  abundant,  and  growing  naoist  luxuriantly. 
After  picking  up  Rome  new  plauta  almost  every  day,  and 
obtaining,  amongst  others,  some  masses  of  a  new  species  of 
platyceriiitn,  or  stagVhom  fern,  I  reached  Tamatave  in  safety 
on  the  12th  of  October,  grateful  for  the  protection  from  all 
accident  or  fever  which  I  had  experienced,  and  tliankful 
b>  find  myself  »o  far  on  my  homeward  way.  The  house 
I  had  formeriy  occupied  was  again,  fummhed  for  my  use, 
and  every  assistance  rendered  by  the  authorities  of  the  place* 
I  paid  the  bearers  whom  the  queen  had  provided  the  same 
amount  as  those  hired  on  nay  former  journey. 

%Tiil6  waiting  here  for  a  shijv  I  examined  my  plants,  and 
foimd  many  killed  by  the  eun  and  drought  during  the  latter 
part  of  the  journey.,  I  placed  those  that  were  atiU  alive  in 
the  shade,  hoping  to  preserve  them,  and  invigorate  them  for 
the  Toyage.     Among  these  were  a  f^w  planta  of  Epiphora 
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piihescens ;  two  of  these  I  brought  home,  and  one  flowered 
lost  summer.  In  dt-scriljiiig  a  flower  wbich  I  sent.  Dr. 
Lindley  remarks^  "  This  little-known  orchid  is  one  whidi 
all  lovers  of  what  is  beautiful  and  fragrant  will  engerly 
welcome.  Its  Bmell  et|uals  tlie  aweeteat  lilies  of  the  valley, 
and  it^  flowerR  ore  of  the  deepest  golden  jellow,  moat  richly 
Ptriped  with  crimson,"  • 

I  aJao  visited  a  river  about  eighteen  niilea  distant,  to 
see  the  atuations  in  which  the  Ouvlrandra  fenestrcdis  grew, 
and  fouad  it  in  a  sluggish  river  nbout  twenty  yards  wide, 
and  three  or  four  feet  deep  in  the  centre,  witJi  a  sandy, 
alluvial  bottoni^  and  a  considerable  deposit  of  sand  and  mud 
aj-ound  the  crowns  of  the  plants,  indieatiug  that  the  deposit 
of  soil  brought  down  by  the  frequent  rain  from  higher  ]>arts 
of  the  country  formed  a  sort  of  top-dressing  for  the  plauta. 
A  large  plant  which  I  procured  and  preserved,  at  Sir  \S'^illiam 
Hooker's  suggestion,  in  a  jar  of  spiritsj  is  now  in  the  museum 
of  the  Royal  Gardens  at  Kew- 

Ah  we  passed  along,  we  saw  a  woman  seated  on  a  piece"  of 
wood  which  jutted  out  into  the  water,  eating  a  banana,  and 
drinking  of  the  stream ;  the  chief  who  was  with  me  in 
the  boat  warned  her  away^  lest  she  should  be  seized  by 
a  crocodile,  of  which,  he  said,  there  were  numbers  in  the 
liver,  A  few  yards  further  on,  a  monster,  shining  and  brown 
like  the  bank  of  mud  on  which  he  was  lying,  appeared  not 
mauy  yardw  from  our  canoe.  It  was  about  seven  feet  long, 
and  HO  still,  that  I  thought  it  was  dead,  and,  pointing  to  it, 
the  cliief,  expecting  that  I  wished  to  approach,  called  out 
with  a  moat  startling  eaniestnesa,  "  Away  I  away  I  It  is  not 
deatl,  nor  asleep."  Looking  more  intently,  I  saw  that  ita 
tail  did  not  lie  straight  out,  but  was  rather  curved ;  clearly 
showing  it  to  be  alive.     We  were  at  the  time  rowing  along 


*  Gardener'a  ChrminU,  Aloy  28,  1^53. 
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the  edge  of  a  large  plantation  of  eugar-cane  ;  and  one  of  the 
labourers  beloii|pjig  to  the  plantation,  who  was  in  the  canue, 
stated  that  crocndilen  thare  w^re  numerous  and  savage;  that 
two  or  three  of  the  slaves  belonging  to  the  plautatiou  were 
almost  every  year  carried  off  by  these  reptiles. 

While  waiting-  at  Tamatave,  I  had  a  good  opportunity 
for  uj^ing  my  cameras;  and  many  of  tlie  chiefs  and  others 
were  gratified  by  having  their  likenesses  takem  At  the  same 
time  1  also  secured  a  view  of  my  own  reaidence,  togetlier  with 
the  street  in  Tamatave  of  which  It  formed  a  p^t,  as  well  as 
of  a  number  of  the  chiefs  and  others  in  their  ordinary  di'esJs, 
Bitting  or  standing  under  the  verandahs,  an  they  ofteu  ap- 
peared during  the  after  part  of  the  day.*  I  also  printed 
off  proofs  from  the  negatives  I  had  taken  at  the  capital, 
which  I  put  in  glass  frames,  and  sent  to  tlit-lr  rewpectivu 
owners,  wlio  have  since  acknowledgeil  the  jJeasure  their 
arrival  afforded  them. 

Most  of  the  leading  persona  at  Tamatave  came  to  see  the 
likenesses  of  the  memhera  of  the  Hova  court  at  the  cajiital. 
llany  of  the  friends  of  the  prince,  when  they  looked  at  the 
fiiU-Iengtb  likeness  of  him  which  I  had  printed,  took  oflf  their 
hata  and  respectfully  saluted  the  picture,  pronouncing  bia 
name  Tvith  emphasis,  and  adding  **  Veloma  Tompoko  "  "  May 
you  live,  sovereign  or  lord."  Few  of  the  viaitora  mterested  me 
more  than  the  widow  of  the  late  M.  Delastelle.  She  was  the 
daugliter  of  one  of  the  late  hereditary  chiefa  of  the  Betslma- 
saraka,  or  race  iubabitiug  this  part  of  the  country,  and  whose 


*  It  Ji  perfaapa  but  jtut  In  conn«tion  wicb  thia  etitiject  to  stau  Umt  my 
caintrn — V(h!c?i  was-  lufgo,  cnjinl^lc  uf  taking  n  jiiclutc  frixlcen  incii'cs  aqunre — 
tmil  tfav  uChor  nppuratiis  worlcL-d  wi^ll  the  whole-  tJnii;,  und  niccmcij  KATCelj'  aflcctcd 
either  by  il]o  iutcniH:  and  dry  hirat  of  Uio  cii)»iLal  or  the  saturating  moisture 
■iter  []lehl^avy  rcinti  on  thccoafC.  Tbo  canicnt  was  of  mahogany,  and  ]ig:fat.jiJi4l 
hckhI  [DDch  better  than  cameraa  of  walnut)  wKiih  I  hail  taken  out  uu  mj  former 
visitsi.  The  BjiiiarnLiis  was  all  made  by  Meiars.  Murniy  and  IIoath^orPiccailiLIr. 
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ancestors  until  within  the  last  half  ceutor)'  had  been  ac- 
customed to  regard  the  ancestors  of  Radama  and  the  reigning 
Eamilies  of  the  Hovas  as  greatly  their  inferiors,  and  the  Uovas 
aa  by  no  means  their  equaK  She  gazed  earnestly  at  the  full- 
length  likeness  of  the  princess,  for  a  long  time  repeatedly 
uttering.  '*  And  that  is  Kabodo !  ^  Several  persons  came  more 
than  once  and  begged  to  look  at  the  pictures. 

I  often  had  occasion  to  notice  the  manner  in  which  the 
natives  measure  short  periods  of  time.  When  asked  how 
long  it  would  require  to  walk  to  a  certain  place,  they  would 
answer  by  the  time  it  took  to  cook  a  pan  or  pans  of  rice, 
saying,  it  will  require  as  long  as  one  cooking  of  rice,  or  two 
cookings  of  rice,  each  cooking  of  rice  being  from  twenty 
minutes  to  half  an  hour;  and  I  was  much  struck  with  the 
similarity  of  customs  prenuling  among  people  in  the  early 
periods  of  their  social  organisation,  though  placed  in  cir- 
cumstances otherwise  different  and  exceedingly  remote,  by 
reading  in  that  most  interesting  account  of  the  arctic  regions 
by  Dr.  Kane,  that  the  Ostiaks,  in  Liben,  measure  time  by  the 
time  of  cooking  a  kettle  of  food  or  a  meaL  Few,  if  any  other, 
coincidences  probably  exist  between  the  customs  of  the  arctic 
regions  and  those  of  Madagascar. 

Nothing  could  exceed  the  kindness  manlfe^ed  towards  me 
during  my  stay  at  the  coast.  A  bullock  was  presented  by  the 
prince's  friends,  and  was  killed  for  the  pei>ple  living  with  me, 
and  poultry  and  other  articles  were  brought  every  day.  One 
man  would  bring  &<  much  fuel  as  was  needetl  for  the  day, 
and  would  receive  no  pa\inent  in  return.  I  took  his  likeness 
with  a  c»iuple  of  bimdles  of  firewood  on  a  pole  over  his 
shoulder,  and  left  it  with  him  as  a  memorial  of  his  generous 
consideration.  MTiile  remaining  here,  I  had  one  very  sharp 
attack  of  illness,  which,  however,  did  not  last  long,  and, 
imder  no  circumstances,  could  I  have  been  more  carefViUy 
watched  and  attended  to,  than  by  my  friends  at  Tamatave. 
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At  length  the  "  Castro"  arrived,  brmging  me  a  note  from  one 
of  the  owners,  W.  L'Estrange,  Esq.,  generously  offering  me  a 
paagage  to  Mauritius^  which  I  gratefully  accepted. 

I  hjwi  spent  many  hours  iu  very  pleasant  conversation  with 
friends  from  the  capital  and  the  neighbourhood;  and  as  tfaoKc 
Be&Bous  now  drew  to  a  close,  they  seemed  to  be  more  interest- 
ing and  vahiftble.  \Mien  the  ship  was  ready  to  take  in  her 
cargo,  the  governor  sent  me  the  ten  oxen  which  the  queen 
had  ordered  him  to  give  me  as  her  present.  They  were  tine 
animals,  and  were  taken  on  hoard  with  those  for  the  governor 
of  Mauritius.  The  agent  of  the  prince  also  sent  an  ox,  as 
a  present  to  the  captain  of  the  ship,  with  expressions  of  thiuiiks 
for  the  attentions  he  had  shown  me  on  the  voyi^e. 

The  evening  of  the  17th  of  November,  1856,  was  the  time 
fixed  for  our  departure ;  and  after  taking  leave  of  the  foreign 
residents,  I  walked  down  to  the  beach,  accomprinied  by 
the  aide-de-cirap  of  the  prince,  and  chiefs  and  friends  to  the 
number  of  twenty.  On  ray  way  I  met  the  oiptain  mid  se- 
veral friends  coming  to  see  if  I  was  ready.  M'o  soon  reached 
the  shore ;  and  then,  after  repeated  and  most  afifectionate 
farewells  from  my  friends,  1  joined  the  captain  who  was 
already  in  the  lnjat,  tmd  before  t^?n  o'clock  was  in  tlie  ciibin 
of  the  "  Castro."  Sodra,  my  faithful  attendant,  had  arranged 
my  berth,  and  waited  to  bid  rae  farewell,  after  which  he 
returned  to  the  shore,  Iiaving  during  the  day,  without  my 
knowledge,  applied  in  vain  t*  the  authorities  of  the  port  for 
permission  t«  accompany  nie  to  Mauritius. 

By  six  o'clock  on  the  I8th  we  were  under  way.  The  Mdnd 
was  fair,  and  during  the  first  three  days  we  passed  over  two- 
thirds  of  the  distance  to  Mauritius.  But  calma  and  con- 
liTtry  winds  detained  us  at  sea  sixteen  days,  juid  it  was  not 
until  the  2nd  of  December  that  we  reached  Port  Louis, 
The  medical  oftieer  who  came  on  Iward  t^  examine  our  shiji 
delivered  a  letter  from  Commodore  (now  Admiral)  Trott«r, 


our.  wn. 


STOHM  OS  TOE  OCEAS. 


Uf' 


then  in  the  harbour ;  a^d  on  m;  way  to  the  shore  t  called 
on  board  the  frigate,  and  £:peDt  some  time  with  the  cotnmo- 
dore»  whom  I  had  previously  met  al  the  Cape  of  GxmwI  Hope.. 
On  reaching  the  shore  I  found  that  death  had  again  re- 
duced the  circle  of  my  fnends ;  but  I  was  oonlially  welcomed 
by  the  survivora,  and  Uwk  up  ray  abode  beneath  the  friendly 
and  hospitable  roof  of  AL  Lebrun.  In  company  with  Coiu- 
modore  Trotter  I  viiiited  lleduit,  where  1  met  a  number  &f 
other  friends,  and  afberwarda  spent  my  Cluistmafi  with  the 
governor  and  hLs  family.  I  also  accompanied  the  Bishop  of 
MAuritiiiSj  whose  arrival  since  my  former  visit  had  A^ordeft 
mach  sutis&ction  to  m^iy  residents  in  the  island,  with  some 
of  the  officei^  of  Gorermnent  on  board  the  commodore*^ 
ship,  where  I  met  a  ^ntleman  recently  from  IJemuon, 
from  whom  I  obtiuned  much  valxiable  information.  I  like- 
wise met  repeatedly  with  Mr.  LaAan)  from  the  Cape,  who, 
for  purposes  of  acienoe,  was  Toraging  with  the  commodore. 
During  my  stay  I  also  shared  tlie  hospitality  of  Major- 
General  Hay,  ccmmander  of  the  forces  at  Mauritius^  and 
fbmtd  myaetf  again  a  guest  at  Ceme,  with  the  HonoiuvhlA 
Judg*  Surteen,  and  Sir.  William  L'Estrange,  llr.  Dowland, 
ftcting  Doloniftl  secretary,  aiso  offered  me  the  hoepituht^  of 
his  country  resid«fQice,  until  at  length  the  ^'Eogland*  stfiamer 
arrive  at  Port  Louis ;  and  ob  board  this  fine  Teasel,  com- 
manded by  Captain  Dimdas,  I  embarked  for  England  on  the 
^^^  13th  of  January-,  18a7. 
^^H  It  was  the  season  of  cyelonea,  or  hurricanes,  and  the^e 

W  atmospheric  disturbances  are  as  frequent  and  as  violent  in 

I  the  neighbom'hood  of  Tlilauritius  as  in  any  other  part  of  the 

I  world.     A  few-  days  after  we  had  left   the  i^Jand,  we  ex* 

I  perieooed  as  Mvefv  a  gale  and  as  high  a  aea  as  I  remember 

■  ever  to  have  witnesw^,  either  off  Cape  Horn  or  the  Cape  of 

■  Good  Hop&     We  could  only  show  canvas  Plough   Xit  keep 
^^^      the  ship  steady,  aad  jet  were  driven  along  at  a  fearful  rate. 
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while  the  sea  broke  la  cascades,  firet  over  one  side  of  the 
hiiiwArkft  and  then  the  other;  and  rolling  like  a  torrent  fore 
and  aft,  as  the  ship  rose  or  sunk  with  the  waves,  swept  away 
everything  that  was  not  secured  by  fastenings.  Our  captftin 
regarded  it  as  the  tall  of  a  hurricane,  more  especially  as  the 
wind  changed  rapidly  to  opposite  quarters.  After  the  second 
day,  however,  the  weather  became  moderate,  and  we  pursued 
our  voyage  without  inconvenience* 

Two  days  afterwards,  via.  on  the  Slat  of  January,  while 
sitting  in  the  captain's  sUite-rooni,  waiting  for  him  to  mark 
our  position  on  the  charts  I  took  from  his  shelves  a  book  iu 
which  I  soon  became  interested.  When  we  had  looked  at  the 
chart,  I  remarked  that  I  had  met  with  an  old  friend  whom  I 
did  not  expect  to  find  on  hoard  the  "  Englaoid,'*  and  held  up 
"  The  Loss  of  the  '  Winterton,'  EftHt  Lndiaman/  by  the  late 
Mr,  Buchati^  of  Kelloe,  observing  that  I  knew  the  author, 
from  whom  I  had  many  years  ago  received  a  copy  of  hia 
book. 

Captain  Dundas  replied  that  Mr.  Buchan  was  related  to  bis 
toother,  and  that  the  captain  of  the  "Winterton"  was  hie 
grandfather,  I  then  recollected  that  Dimdaa  was  the  name  of 
the  captain  who  had  perished  in  the  wreck.  After  remarking 
that  we  were  not  far  from  the  place  where  the  wreck  occurred. 
Captain  Dimdas  went  on  deck.  In  a  few  momenta  I  heard 
the  cry  "  A  wreck!  a  wreck !"  and  hastening  to  the  poop,  saw 
on  the  larboard  bow  a  small  flag  or  signal  of  blue  cloth,  dia- 
tinct  among  the  tops  of  the  waves,  and  about  two  miles  off. 
In  a  few  minutes  more  I  discerned  a  aort  of  raft,  with  two 
figures,  a  white  man  and  a  man  of  coloiu",  sitting  upon  it»  up 
to  the  waist  m  the  sea. 

The  flag  of  the  "  England"  liad  been  hoisted — symbol  of 
help  and  deliverance — to  signal  to  the  castaways  that  they 
were  seen,  and  the  ship's  course  was  altered.  Meanwliile 
one  of  the  boats  was  lowered,  and,  manned  by  five  stout,  willing 
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htknt\Sy  was  pushed  uff  towards  the  raft.  While  the  oars 
rattled  with  each  stmke,  and  the  light  boat  seemed  to 
spring  oTt^r  the  waves,  with  our  tall,  stout  aeeoad  oflScer,  Mr. 
Peters,  standing  with  the  eteer-oar  in  the  sletn,  every  eve  on 
ho4i\i  was  stf  etohed  towards  the  AitQe  point ;  ibe  eailora  leaning 
over  from  the  forecastle  and  foreriggingt  *he  officers  and 
paasengera  stmining  over  the  bidwarks  of  the  poop;  ladies 
with  their  children  all  gazing  with  the  most  intense  interest^ 
as  ocr  hoat  appronehed  the  raft.  No  one  moved ;  not  a  word 
was  uttered ;  even  breathing  seemed  difficult ;  but  when  the 
tirst  man,  and  then  the  second — stiff,  betii>imbed,  and  swollen 
with  the  water — had  been  eafelj  lifted  into  the  boot,  the 
pent-up  feeling  found  utterance  in  the  almoist  simultaneous 
exclamatiuu,  '*TA<ry  are  saved f^*  which  was  heard  from  stem 
to  stern  along  the  aiJe  of  oiu  ship.  Some  persons  near  me 
wept,  others  seemed  ready  to  funt  under  emotions  of  eympathj 
aud  joy. 

Our  boat  was  soon  aloug::>ide,  and,  swollen,  bruised^  aud 
bleeding^,  the  men  were  helped  over  the  ship's  side  into  the 
cabin.  Xot  wishing  to  add  to  the  pressing  crowd,  I  remained 
on  deck.  A  few  momenta  afterwards  I  beard  the  captain  call, 
"Mr.  Ellis!  here  m  a  Sandwich  islander.  Come  and  speak 
to  him."  I  went  into  the  cabin,  where  the  two  men  were 
sitting  on  the  deck.  The  white  man  was  the  c^tain  of  a 
ahip  which  had  been  upset  in  the  violent  gale  two  dajR 
before,  when  everyone  on  boanl,  twenty-twi>  in  num^M>rr,  ex- 
cept the  two  just  rescued,  had  perished.  The  n;lander»  a 
youn«^  man,  vtts  one  of  the  crew:  aud,  havinj^  made  no 
answer  to  the  qu^ions  addressed  to  him  hy  our  hunuuie  cap- 
tfuii,  1  had  been  called  down. 

Tlie  man  waa  sitting  on  the  deck,  his  bead  bent  down,  and 
his  lon^  black,  and  dripping  hair  hanging  over  bia  eyes  and 
down  his  face.  Looking  at  him,  I  saiil,  "  Aroba  ehofuno, 
aroha;  Salutation,  dear  friend — afifectiun.**    The  mau  lifted 
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effort  wilt  be  altogether  in  vain,  though  itu  results  should 
never  be  known. 

The  ship  from  which  these  two  men  were  saved  was  the 
*'  Henry  Crappo  "  from  Dartmouth,  MassachusettB,  a  whaler, 
full,  and  homeward  bound.  Many  p^uiiculars  of  their  peril 
were  afterwards  related  to  us  by  the  capt^n.  While  drifting 
on  their  raft  they  had  been  pursued  by  two  sharks.  One 
attempted  to  seize  them,  but  by  drawing  up  their  legs  from^ 
the  water  as  well  as  they  were  able,  and  chopping  at  their 
assailant  with  a  small  hatehet  found  in  the  fragment  of  the 
boat  of  which  their  raft  was  constructed,  they  succeeded  in 
driving  him  away.  They  had  been  two  days  and  two  nights^ 
in  the  sea,  and  the  only  refreshment  they  had  had  was  a  small 
lime  or  lemon  which  the  captain  found  in  his  pocket,  and 
cutting  it  in  half  divided  with  his  companion,  and  a  piece  of  a 
pumpkin  from  their  own  ship,  which  floated  past  on  the 
following  day, 

8oon  after  this  incident  we  reached  the  Cape  of  Gt>od  Hope, 

[I  I  where  omt  rescued  mariners  left  us  to  proceed  to  America. 

"  ■  Sailing  from   this   port  we  touched  at  St.  Helena  and  the 

Island   of  Ascension,   and   by  the  care  of  a  watchfiil   and 

U  [  gracious  Providence  reached  England  in  safety  on  the  20th  of 

March,  1857. 
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I.     BRIEF   NOTICE    OF  THE    LATE    KINO    BADIMA. 

This  prince  was  the  son  of  Impoin-imcrina,  and  Rainbola-maso- 
andro  the  sister  of  a  chieftain  whom  he  had  conquered.  These, 
like  most  other  Malagasj-  names,  are  significant,  the  former 
meaning  **  expectation  or  desire  of  Imerina,"  Imerina  being  the 
name  of  the  province  of  which  he  waa  sovereign,  and  Rambola- 
maso-andro  signifjing  "It  is  jet  sun,  or  dajlight"  Of  Radama's 
father  it  is  said  that  he  was  affable,  eloquent,  and  ambitious,  bent 
on  improving  the  resources  of  his  own  countrj  and  conquering 
others ;  that  he  loved  warriors  and  admired  courage,  respected 
age  and  rewarded  the  impartial  administration  of  justice,  enacting 
many  useful  laws.  Having  himself  gained  possession  of  the 
capital  during  a  season  of  general  revelry  and  intoxication,  he 
prohibited  the  use  of  all  intoxicating  drink,  lest  a  similar  result 
should  occur  from  the  same  cause  among  his  own  people.  He 
died  at  the  capiUl  in  1810. 

Radama  was  bom  at  the  ancient  and  fortified  village  of  Am- 
batomanga  in  1792.  His  early  life  afforded  indications  of 
shrewdness  and  good  feeling.  When  quite  a  child,  having  ob- 
served that  his  father  and  mother  had  some  dispute,  and  that  the 
latter  had  been  sent  away  divorced,  he  contrived  one  day  during 
his  fatlier's  absence  to  tie  a  chicken  to  the  leg  of  a  chair  in  the 
hoaae.  His  father  on  his  return,  called  the  child,  and  asked  why 
he  had  80  treated  the  little  animaL  He  replied  it  was  a  **  little 
child  crying  for  its  mother."  Impoina,  it  is  added,  took  the 
hint,  and  sent  for  his  wife  home. 
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Riidama  was  in  earl/  life  remarkable  for  gelf-command, 
temperance,  and  moral  purity,  differing  in  tbis  respect  ia  a 
most  remarkable  manner  from  the  jouth  of  his  country.  So 
strongly  marked  were  these  features  in  his  character,  that  his 
father  questioned  whether  he  could  entrust  to  him  the  reins  of 
government,  regarding  the  absence  of  the  passions,  so  preralenl 
amongst  all  around  liim,  as  indicative  of  a  feeble  mind;  and  re- 
wards were  actually  offered  by  Radama's  father  to  those  who  could 
allure  him  into  immoral  practices.  Unhappily  these  efforts  were 
but  too  successful,  and  laid  the  foundation  of  irreparable  injury  to 
his  character  and  constitution. 

His  manners,  when  he  was  first  visited  by  the  agents  of  the 
British  government  in  1816,  accorded  with  the  usages  and 
customs  of  his  country.  The  few  Europeans,  who  had  previously 
resorted  to  the  capital,  had  gone  thither  to  accumulate  wealth 
by  the  purchase  of  slaves  ;  and  to  have  introduced  the  improve- 
ments of  civilised  society  would  have  been  to  counteract  their 
own  deBigni:>. 

Badama  was  not  then,  what  he  was  afterwards  called,  **  the 
enlightened  African ;  **  He  sat  on  his  native  mat  upon  the  floor 
of  his  house,  and  wns  clothed  in  his  native  lamba.  Neither  chair 
nor  table  was  then  to  be  found  in  his  residence.  He  ate  only 
from  silver  dishes,  and  from  these  none  besides  himself  dared  to 
eat.  Unmindful  of  the  salutary  restrictions  of  his  father,  lie  was 
much  addicted  to  the  use  of  spirituous  liquors;  for,  though  the 
law  still  prohibited  them  to  the  people,  the  monarch  was  superior 
to  law. 

Notwithstanding  the  unfavourable  effect  of  these  habits, 
Radama  appeared  to  possess  a  mind  highly  susceptible  of  im- 
provement, and  to  be  fired  with  the  ambition  of  becoming  a  more 
renowned  sovereign  than  any  of  his  ancestors.  Le  Sage,  the 
first  friendly  visitor  to  his  capital,  observes  tliat  his  address  was 
extremely  agreeable  and  prepossessing ;  and  he  was,  even  then, 
what  might  justly  be  termed  a  polite  man. 

On  every  occasion,  the  British  agent  was  treated  by  Badama 
with  that  peculiar  regard  which  conveys  the  strongest  assurance 
of  friendly  feeling.    A  house  was  built  for  his  special  accommoda- 
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tfoD ;  anil  he  wfts  amascd  with  such  pastimes  us  Uie  coart  Afford^ 
consisting  chiefly  of  bull-fights. 

Amidst  the  raFftges  of  f&vcr  wbicb  destroyed  so  WAnj  of  tliose 
who  accompanied  Le  Ssgc  to  the  capital,  his  own  health  failed; 
and  then  it  was  that  RaJama  ebovved  the  most  as^dnous  atten- 
tion$.  Fearing  he  mi^ht  fall  a  victim  to  the  ferer  which  bid 
prored  fatal  to  so  many  of  his  associates,  Le  S«g«  made  all 
possible  arrssgemeQl^  with  Hadama,  in  aDtidpation  of  his  awn 
death.  The  pre^otiis  be  bad  taken  with  bim  were  delivered 
in  prirate;  and  though  they  would,  under  other  cLrcumstimcca, 
have  been  highly  gratifying  to  ibo  Mala^nsy  prince,  yot  such  was 
hifl  anxiety  for  the  life  of  his  guest,  tltat  be  suppressed  the 
manifestations  of  bia  joy,  and  remained  almost  coDstautly  by 
the  bed-side  of  the  su'fierer,  with  the  same  earnest  watchfulness 
that  he  had  evinced  before  the  costly  gifts  were  pfesculed. 

Ib  early  life  Radama  appeared  to  be  a  firm  believer  in  the 
native  superstitions  and  lo  place  unbounded  confidence  in  the 
idols  of  bis  country,  being  in  the  babit  of  speaking  of  Andrift- 
miuiitra,  or  God,  as  baring  given  biio  the  kingdom. 

He  sacrificL>d  neither  the  liberty  nor  ibt-^  lives  of  his  snl^ects 
to  mere  wanton  (^priee ;  yet  when  he  entertained  a  ettapidoa 
of  any  design  against  his  person  or  government,  the  nearest  ties 
of  blood  or  friendship  eouM  not  avail  to  protect  the  guilty  from 
bi.i  vengeance.  In  other  cases  wliere  be  deemed  it  necessary  to 
inflict  cnpttul  punishment,  it  was  frojQ  bU  infle^cible  deteruiiDa- 
tioa  (imbibed,  pcrbapj^  in  part  from  the  advice  luid  exMupIe 
of  bis  father)  to  maintain  the  laws  of  bis  country  by  exciting 
*  Salutary  fear  in  the  mind:^  of  bis  subject?. 

It  refieels  lasting  honour  upon  the  English  nation,  that  no 
woner  did  Hidagasti^ti'  come  within  the  immediftt«  influence  of 
Great  Britain,  bj  her  taring  taken,  posaession  of  the  Isles  of 
Franee  and  Bourbon,  or  Beunion,  with  all  their  dependencies^  than 
pfiorts  were  commenced,  with  a  vIl^w  to  the  ultimate  annibUnlion 
of  the  traffic  in  slaves  tbrougbout  ibat  extensive  island:  and  no 
exertions  were  wanting  on  the  part  of  Sir  Robert  Farqufaar  to 
carry  tliis  noble  porpose  into  effect,  whether  such  exertions  d^ 
muided  talent,  labour.  Influence,  or  money.     Few  princes  hare 
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ever  evinced  more  good  failh  ftnd  lionoui-ablc  feeling  in  their 
tranftnctiuiia  with  strangtrp  tlmn  the  lalt  king  of  MaUagft*tar,  who 
cv^d  put  Aomo  or  his  own  relftUvee  to  death  because  ihej  had  in- 
fringed  tiis  law  forbidOing  the  exportution  of  alavcs. 

The  following  duscriptiuD  of  tlic  person,  and  akclch  of  tii6 
character  of  liadamii,  was  wriit^^  bj  one  of  the  native  chiefs^ 
Prince  Corrolk'T,  and  is  considered  aa  in  general  correct; 

"  In  pt't^on.  Ri^tdaiiiA  \ras  ftboat  five  foci,  French,  in  height, 
slender  and  anmll  in  hie  lioiba  and  body,  hia  figure  in  genenul 
being  well- proportioned,  Ilis  colour  was  olive,  his  head  ronnd^ 
hi»  face  oval,  the  feature!  oot  atrooglj  mftrkcd,  and  the  expreotoD 
generally  agreeable  or  smiling.  Radama's  hair  was  of  jet  black, 
strong  and  curling,  his  forehead  not  very  prominent,  nor  remark- 
able except  for  a  whiddU  ecar  across  it  caused  by  a  fall  from  his 
horse  ;  hia  eyes  were  small  and  sparkling,  with  rcmarkablj  fine 
eye-hrowa  and  eye-luhes;  h\&  nose,  though  flatter  than  that  of 
Europeans,  was  much  leas  ao  than  is  common  in  his  coimlrr.  lli» 
forehead  and  mouth  were  not  remarkable,  except  that  hia  under- 
lip  was  large,  thick,  and  drooping.  Ho  was  in  the  habit  of  laugh- 
ing very  loudly  when  excited  by  mirth,  and  his  cheeks  were 
tlien  deeply  indented,  giving  him  an  nppearancc  of  great  meiri- 
ment.  His  ears  \vei'e  ^malU  Ho  was  broad  and  squaro  acroas  the 
shoulders,  but  very  emnll  in  tlio  waist.  He  hnd  a  pretly  Imrnl, 
smull  fi-ot,  and  fair  ^kin. 

"Radama  was  extremely  atTable,  his  conversation  sweet  and 
agreeable, —  indeed,  so  attrnetive  aa  to  deceive  a  stranger  on  bis 
firat  inleiYiew.  His  mind  was  subtle  and  cunning.  He  was 
a  man  of  extensive  nnturnl  genius,  and  very  inquisitive.  Ho 
was  exceedingly  proud,  vain-glorious,  ostentatious  on  public  oc- 
casioris,  arbitrary,,  and  so  accessible  to  flattery,  that  his  people  a( 
lengtli  salatcd  him  as  God,  which  he  allowed  without  displemura. 
He  was  of  a  lively  but  ungvy  temper,  and  easily  offended,  4 
famous  htiutcr,  a  good  marksman,  and  a  noble  horseman,  espL^einlly 
on  any  grand  occasion.  Bra ve^  intrepid,  and  impetuous  —  these 
very  qualities  made  him  somelimcs  commit  acts  of  cruelty  and  in- 
justice, because  lie  could  not  bear  the  least  opposition  to  his  will 
and  opinion  by  any  person  whntever,  either  in  word  or  deed.     He 
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"was  so  jealous  nf  hzs  a1>i>o1ate  aiitltontj*,  ns  to  rondipr  Uim  sus- 
picious of  his  first  i^nd  fAvoarito  g^ttoraU,  towards  trhom  he  wiiva 
InTisb  of  his  kindness  Kn<l  his  condescension^  except  when  the 
Btriclnoss  of  his  militarj  law3  required  hiin  to  inllict  punishmcnL 
He  would  never  allow  of  any  advice,  or  remarks  msdc  upon  what 
he  had  said  or  doiiii<,  unless  lie  asked  fur  it;  and  if  any  one  had 
dared  to  counsel  him,  or  tuude  any  observation  unrequested,  he 
would  have  driven  him  away  with  violence.  He  would  never 
submit  to  II  superior,  nnr  argue  with  a  rival :  ratbi'r  than  this,  ho 
would  have  prt^ferred  6ghting  to  death,  sword  in  hand.  Ho  en- 
couraged gptes  end  inrotmer'^,  of  wliom  Ito  employed  tn;iny,  and 
often  went  in  disguise  himself  about  the  town,  to  lidtcn  to  what 
his  people  were  talking  of  in  their  own  houises  in  th^  evening ; 
and,  althoDgh  a  strict  observer  of  his  own  word  and  ^ig^natnre, 
ho  would  not  unfrequenlly  sjicrifiee  justice  to  political  lutcrest. 
Towards  the  latter  year^  of  his  life,  be  was  addicted  to  feasting 
and  drinking  to  exce^;  and  he  indulged  himself  in  nocturnal 
amusement?,  by  having  &  great  numhtr  of  men  and  ^vnmtn 
dancing  and  singing  before  him.  Indeed,  Eoregardle^  was  he  of 
fill  propriety  and  order  in  these  respects,  (hat  the  riotous  plossurcs 
in  whicli  he  indulged  tended  greatly  l«  injuro  his  health  and 
fihorteu  hh  Hfe.  He  was  extremely  fund  of  weariiig  gaudy  and 
showy  dress,  but  was  always  clean  in  his  ptr&on.  He  was  not 
piir:3imontoui  in  i3ie  expenditure  of  money  upon  hig  own  vanity 
And  pomp,  though  naturally  covetous,  and  aumetimes  mean.  In 
journeying  through  the  country,  or  In  t.':inipaign«  with  lii»  armv, 
he  was  genoroua  in  the  di:9tribution  of  rice,  oxen,  and  other 
provisions^  and  whenever  any  tribes  arrived  to  pay  him  their 
homage^  he  acted  kindly  and  generously  towards  them,  i-eeeiving 
tliciu  in  the  most  flattering  manner,  with  all  pomp  and  magni- 
ficence, ilia  ruling  de^re  being  to  be  praised  abroad  in  the 
World,  many  strangers  who  only  paid  a  ahort  visit  to  Radama 
received  an  impression  somewhat  too  fnvourable  of  his  general 
character.  If,  in  the  prepuce  of  a  rc&pectable  European,  he  gave 
w;iy  to  violent  passion,  and  this  individual  i^riously  asked,  '  Sire^ 
wliai  are  you  going  to  do?  What  will  the  public  gazettes  and 
historians  relate  concerning  you,  if  you  commit  such  act?  of  in- 
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jn^licc  *a  wiU  tarnisli  your  glory  for  ever?' — he  woulil  not  only 
beooiQGi  calm  and  reasonable,  but,  thanking  tho  Europiraa  for  tlio 
reproof,  would  often  couimuto  ticath  for  imprlsonmeni,  and  i>crhaps 
even  pardun  tlio  ofiendcr.     He  had  brilliant  talents  to  figlit  And 
to  catiquLT^  but  not  so  much  to  govern,  by  promoting  the  wel- 
fare of  a  cunqucred  people ;    ami  aniongsl   Lis  tniUtary   Dflicerav 
be  Dot  only  introduced  a  great  dcni  of  use^e^s  pomp,  but    also 
great  immornUty.      Iiii^toad  of  studying    to  obtain   Lis    rcvcnuu 
from   agriculture,  commerce,  and   industry,   or  by  encouraging 
tho  introduction  of  useful  trades,  lie  dcpcmlcd  upon  the  5[ioiU 
of    war   and    plunder    for    the   support   of  hi.-*    kingdom.       lie 
never  studied  bo  much  how  to  civiliso  MadHgoscuTi  m  how  to 
conquer  i%  believing  that  coiiqnerin^  \\a.s  tho  highosl  }j;K«ry  ;  for 
French  BlnFC'deiikTS  had  spoken  so  rautdv  of  the  glory  of  Napoleon 
as  a  warrior  and  a  conqueror^  that  it  became  his  highest  ambition 
to  imitate  his  example.    Bein^  exceed  in  j^lyjeiilous  and  suspieious, 
he  Was  afraid  to  wake  roads  from  the  iaterior  of  hia  country  to 
tho  sea-coast,  to  fucilitttte  commerce;  and  even  dreaded  to  bava 
too  many  foreign  artists  and  tfudo^oien  in  Imeriua,  leat  they  elioald 
act  A3  gpies^  to  prepare  the  way  for  mvaa  foreign  |iower  to  entor, 
and  rob  him  of  his  kingdom  at  some  future  time." 

Whether  Wadftgflscar  ever  possesst-d  a  prince  of  equal  talent 
before  him,  may  bo  questioned ;  but  rone  of  his  predcccsBors 
posseted  so  lorge  an  extent  of  territory,  nor  atfordi-tl  so  much 
encourngemi^nt  to  tlie  civilisntion  of  his  country;  iuid  though  it 
is  much  to  be  Ifttnented,  that  he  neither  underelood  Christianity, 
nor  valued  it  for  its  own  sake,  he  favoiin-d  the  labours  of  iho 
teachers  of  that  religion  for  the  sake  of  the  civil  benefits  which 
ho  anticipated  in  connection  with  it5  introduction  to  his  t-ouniry. 

The  reign  of  Rtidnnin  conBtitutes  an  epoch  in  the  hiatoiy  of 
Madagascar,  too  important  ever  to  be  lost  eight  of.  Important  as 
regards  its  alliance  with  Great  Britain,  the  guppreasion  of  the 
slave-trade,  the  adoption  of  a  getienili  isygteto  of  eductiiion,  and  the 
introduction  of  Christianity  into  the  very  heart  of  the  country  j 
while  the  eubjugution  of  the  whole  island,  the  furmiition  of  a  lar^ 
native  army  on  the  European  modeh  the  reduction  of  the  language 
to  form  and  order,  the  establishment  of  a  printing-pre^s  at  the 
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capital^  and  the  dlflusioD  of  duidctdus  branclics  of  nri  from  en- 
lightened countries,  are  erents  which  give  a  marlipd  charACif  r  to 
ihAi  period,  and  to  the  history  of  the  sovcrcig^n  under  wlio^c 
Auspices  they  occurred,  while  they  seem  also  inseparably  to  con- 
nect Englnnd  with  Madagascar.  Had  the  king  been  bctt4.>r 
iu&troctcil  in  the  principles  of  good  government ;  had  he  sougbt 
Uio  stability  of  his  throne  in  tlie  prosperity  of  his  subjectA; 
had  he  perseveringW  endeavoured  to  developc  the  rich  re- 
sources of  itic  iinc  country  of  which  he  was  the  ruler;  had  ho 
sought  to  increase  and  protect  the  property  of  tbe  people  by 
Bccuring  to  them  the  rewards  of  tbcir  own  iuduslry,  abolishing 
the  system  o(  oppressive  exaction  which  rendLTS  every  kind  of 
ECfvice  to  the  government  a  species  of  unrequited  Uboac^  in^teail 
of  imporerishing  the  people  to  support  hla  multiplied  arxuics; 
the  fiiundation  of  his  greatness  would  have  rested  on  a  ba^ift  for 
more  solid  than  the  tinsel  glitter  of  military  fame,  ftod  the  civi- 
lisation and  power  of  the  nation  would  bare  been  proportiorally 
advancod. 


II.    BRIEr    ttZUAKK^    ON    THE    UAT^^RAST    LANCrAGE- 


It  will  be  apparent,  from  several  statements  in  the  preceding 
pagea,  that  mj  knowledge  of  the  native  language  was  but  limited. 
I  bod,  however^  with  the  as^istancw  of  the  Missionaries,  previously 
made  myself  acquaiuted  with  its  structure  and  general  principlei^ 
for  the  purpo&e  of  tracing  its  affinities  with  the  languages  of  Poly- 
nesia;  and  I  had  given  some  Attention  to  the  Grammars  of 
Messrs.  Bitker  and  Griffiths^  as  well  ae>  to  the  Dictionaries  of 
Messrs.  Freeman  and  Johns,  ftnd  to  the  Scriptures  and  other 
books  tran^Utcd  into  Malagasy,  t  was  aUo,  during  my  sojourn 
in  the  country,  consitRntly  amongst  the  people,  Dccosionatly  with 
one  or  mor«  of  ihe  tiaiives  who  understood  English,  but  generally 
with  those  who  knew  no  langujige  besides  their  own.  Under 
these  circumstances  my  residence  in  Madagasc&r  was  s  continued 
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Irsiion  in  tlto  Ungntgo ;.  aikI  notwiLlislantllng  the  opini^ti  ex> 
jirOBiiod  by  a  Ut<3  Amiable  and  dielinguialicd  wriler  in  conncclion 
with  langusge,  lUat  "  the  concerns  of  barbarians  unconntcted 
and  remote  from  all  contact  with  Literature  i>r  civilUalion,  aad 
defltitute  of  all  historic  recunb,  wiU  scarcely  by  thought  to 
re<iuiro  any  great  portion  of  atlotiiiou  frum  the  philosophical 
inquirer,"  I  am  induced  to  hope  that  a  brief  notice  of  some  of 
lliu  di&tinctivQ  features  of  the  MAla^my  language,  and  tlic*  family 
of  langiiageji  to  which  it  bvlungs,  may  not  be  io8ppropriaU>ly 
a^hied  to  the  narrative  of  my  visits*. 

In  the  course  of  my  fir^t  interview  with  llio  peoj>Ie  on  iliore, 
I  WAS  impressed  with  the  resemblance  in  colour,  ajid  often  lu 
ftirm  aud  feature,  between  the  Malagasy  and  the  Polynesian* ;  and 
ftrikiiig  th<>  names  of  some  of  tlio  common  objcctS;^  I  found  that 
ttntg  wa'i  the  nord  for  earth  or  land,  which  in  some  of  tlio  Poly- 
nesian dialects  is  oina  and  tanaj  that  Ifinitra,  pronounced  lamitt 
wa-i  the  name  of  heaven  or  sky,  which  i  n  ifcie  S^indwich  and  other 
iiiflmids  is  called  lani  or  lartgi ;  that  mata  signified,  as  it  does  til 
Polyneaia,  the  humnn  face ;  thai  nio,  pronounced  niuy  the  iuudm 
for  the  cocoa-nut  tret?,  was  exnctiy  the  same  as  in  the  South  Soa 
Islands ;  and  that  the  names  of  the  pandanus  and  other  trees 
growing  around  were,  with  slight  variations,  the  same  aa  those 
used  by  the  Tahitiana  and  Sandwich  Islanders.  These  and  other 
coincidences  greatly  strengthened  my  previously  formed  opinions 
aj  to  the  ctose  resemblance,  if  not  idfollly,  of  these  languages. 
Suhiitequcnt  inveitigttlioni  furnished  additional  evidence  of  thiis 
rt-S'L'inblaiice,  not  only  iti  the  Eignificatioii  of  words  of  the  same 
sound,  but  in  the  arrangement  and  grammatical  structure  of  the 
language  ;  whiSo  protracted  intercourse  with  the  [>eople  also  mtido 
mo  acquainted  with  many  important  points  in  which,  j'n  both 
these  rt^spects,  the  languages  differ  from  each  other. 

One  of  the  most  remarkable  facts  tn  connection  with  the  Ma- 
lagasy language  is  the  vai^t  distanee  to  which  (he  same  language- 
lias  been  extended.     That  there  Is  an  intimate  connection,  if  not* 
radical  identity,  between  the  Malayan  and  other  languagea  epoketi 
throughout  the  Ajsiatic  Archipelago  and  tho^e  uaed  by  the  races 
iiihahliing  the  islands  spread  over  the  eastern  part  of  the  Pacific 
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Ocean  on  llio  one  Iiand,  and  tSiat  spoken  by  tLe  iiaLivfs  of  Miiflii- 
gii&t-'ar  on  the  other,  does  not  now  adroit  of  doubts  Verbal  and 
gmiumatical  differences  cliaroctfriac  the  several  familtes  of  liin- 
gutiges  or  dialects,  in  their  respective  regions,  and  rUo  prevail 
to  some  extent  amongst  collections  of  langungps  or  dialccta  be- 
longing to  the  same  region  j  but,  undiirlying  itipsc,  appene  indu- 
bitable tracea  of  ono  primitive  laogunge,  of  which  the  verbal  or 
structural  featurtd  maj,  in  a  greaitr  or  los3  degree,  still  be  dis- 
covered in  them  all. 

llogariling  Scimatra  or  the  Malayan  pcnin&ula  as  a  centre,  iljis 
Inngunge  liaa  extended  to  the  castwftril  across  tie  Pncific  Ocean 
to  Eiiiler  Islfind,  n  distance  of  150  degiiees  ;  and,  on  the  oilier 
liHtid,  it  Las  stretched  over  the  Indian  Ocean  to  Modagnscar, 
50  degreea  to  tho  westward, — thug  reaching^  chiefly  within  the 
tropics,  over  200  degrees  of  longitude,  or  20  degrees  more  than 
lialf  the  circumference  of  the  globe.  This  same  language  also 
prevails  from  the  Sandwich  Is^lands,  in  lat.  23°'  30'  N.,  to  New 
Zealand,  in  lat.  46^  8.,  thus  spreading  in  a  direcCion  north  and 
south  over  70  degreeg.  The  latter  two  cluatera  ofislaEids,  although 
nearly  5000  milea  apart,  appear  more  closely  allied  to  each  other 
by  language  tlian,  with  one  or  two  eiceplioiis,  either  of  them 
ii  united  in  the  saom  manner  to  any  of  the  interroning  groups. 
Tho  researches  of  Sir  George  Grey  "^  late  Governor-in-Chief  of 
New  Zealand,  ua  well  as  those  of  Mr.  Hale  of  the  United  States* 
exploring  expedition,  and  of  CsiptainErskiiieof  ILM.S.  "Havjin* 
nah,"  and  others,  furnish  conclusive  evidence  that  the  inhabitants 


•  TolyncBiaa  M.rtholt^y,  find  TraditLonal  History  of  itx  New  Zealand  Racca. 
TUl  work  hy  Sir  G  Grey  is  not  only  extremely  lulei^stiTig,  lint  volunblc  on 
■ccoiint  of  lltc  infurinntiui]  iL  contftins  ;  aTid  it  ia  cami^sllj^  to  W  dcsireil  ihiA 
ttiii  mUsionani's  in  those  regions,  or  other  persons  equally  well  qualified,  iliuukl 
b;  alili?,  nitltout  negtqclini;  more  iinportant  duties,  to  eolluL-i,  whUe  it  i»  (ilili 
[■DsiirLlG  to  tio  80,  unit  prcj-ervi",  ns  has  lieeti  tlaiic  to  eortic  eKi^cul  in  the  *•  SnniDan 
]li{4)porter,"  tho  l-eg'rnctKry  luBtary,  and  even  the  fublilous  tn^tholog^,  of  utlier 
purtioTiB  of  tlie  earae  wiJolj-aeaticred  family.  Sucb  record",  besidea  proving 
ftcrviccfLblc  in  rommuiiiL'al.i'Onis  witli  ciisiiiig  racc-fl,  would  be  ileoply  interesting 
Ui  future  generaiiona  of  tlli!  )i«np]G.  whrnac  dc-r;Liny,  ll  is  ta  be  bojied,  Is  not 
txtini-tiun,  bill  iimBl;j;aniation  with  the  civllist.'d  and  Christian  nca,  whutie 
llomijkii^n  is  so  rHpUlly  iKhsmtiiiy  iti  ihusc  d'stmit  rf^giuiis. 


49* 


APPENDIX 


of  tlie  islftticls  ofEiu'itern  Poljtiesia  have  a  common  origin  ;  while 
EOiue  of  the  k'gemls  publishod  by  Sir  George  Grey  would  seem 
to  intimate,  tUnt  tlio  relations  between  tlie  Sandwich  Islanders 
and  tlie  inhabitants  of  New  Zealand  must  havs  been  more  than 
ordinBrily  dose*  The  Ilawaiki,  *o  conspicuous  in  tliR  anrient 
traditions  of  New  Zealand,  as  tlie  country  whence  its  population 
was  derived,  would  seem  lo  indicale  ft  near  relationship  with  Ifft- 
toaiii  the  present  natne  of  the  largoat  of  ilio  Saadwicii  Jslauda. 
and  may  probably  connect  botli  with  Savmii,  the  largeet  of  the 
Navigator's  group,  and  situated  midway  between  thom.  Thi>  pro- 
bability that  the  A  of  the  Knstcrn  Fulynesiana  has  been  supplanted 
by  the  s  in  the  dialect  of  the  Navigator'ji  Islanders  favours  thi$ 
conclusion,  and  asisiats  in  solving  the  difficulty  resulting  from 
the  distance.  Il  ia  not  improbublu  that,  at  some  remote  period 
anterior  to  the  introduction  of  the  sibilant  of  the  Western  Poly- 
nesians into  the  languogc  of  the  Navigator's  lalnnils,  and  when 
the  priucipnl  inland  of  the  latter  group  would  be  designa.ted 
Hatcaii,  voyagers  proceeding  thonco  in  n  south-easterly  direction 
reached  New  Zealand;  while  others  proceeding  westward,  by 
way  of  Raijiteit  and  Tahiti,  nnd  then  northward,  ultimately  arriTed 
nfc  tin?  Sandwich  Ishinds,  and  gave  the  name  of  die  land  they  had 
left  to  the  liome  they  had  found. 

Not  Ies9  remarkable  is  the  extension  of  this  language  westward 
to  Madiigaecar.  The  western  point  of  this  island  is  not  three 
hundred  miles  from  the  ahorea  of  Africa,  yet  but  coraparatirely 
few  words  of  African  origin  hftvo  been  fuund  in  the  language  of 
its  inhabitants.  On  the  other  hand,  tin?  nearest  island  of  the 
Asiatic  Archipelago  is  3000  miles  to  the  eastward  of  Madagascar, 
iind  yet  the  resemblance  between  the  language  fpolcen  by  their 
respective  inhabitantj?  is  aa  close  as  between  that  of  the  former 
and  the  Eastern  Polyncsianii.  All  the  Malagasy  words  already 
adduced  aa  Polynesian  arc  also  Malayan  words,  and  the  liat  of 
worils  apparently  identical  in  all  three  might  be  greatly  increased. 
Considerable  differences,  neverthelesUj  exist  among  tlie  dialects 
eprcnd  over  so  va^tt  a  surface;  but  all  of  them  contain  words 
which  Becm  to  have  belonged  lo  some  of  tho  earliest  langwageai, 
8uchfld  the  word  for  father,  in  Matagasy,&a£a,  and  AaAa,jTa/ta,orpa, 
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tliroughout  Eastern  Pulynesia  atitl  the  Asiatic  Archipelago.  Some 
of  the  word*  arc  said  to  be  idftiticftl  wiih  tlio  S^n^ritt  others 
Willi  tfae  Hebrew  and  ArKbic,  wliicb,  without  afibrding  grounds 
for  concluding  lliat  the  language  was  derived  from  either  of  thigse, 
would  secia  to  warrant  the  inference  thai  it  is  not  of  modem 
origin. 

Manjr  words  are  found  in  two  of  these  langa&gcs,  and  not  in 
the  third.  Thus  some  words  in  Malagasy  are  identical  with 
those  in  Foljrnesia,  but  are  not  found  in  the  Asiatic  Archipelago; 
and  the  same  occurs  in  the  agr^ment  between  the  two  latter,  u 
in  the  word  rat  or  imi,  a^cr,  signifying  wster,  which  are  eom^ 
mon  to  the  M&layan  and  Pulynt'sian,  but  are  unknown  in  Mada- 
gR^cBr^whcre  kh^  name  for  water  is  rano  i  but  in  one  or  more  of  the 
islandi  of  the  Archipelago,  dano  and  rano  signifies  water.  In  other 
instances,  the  identity  ie  more  erident  in  words  common  to  the 
Archipelnga  and  MtLdagascar^  but  unknown  in  the  other  languages, 
as  in  orattg&uA  olona,  the  word  for  man :  masitL,  also,  is  the  word 
for  salt  in  both  these  langunges.  But  ihe  most  conclusive  evi* 
denco  of  identity  ij  found  tn  tho  numerals,  which,  wItU  byt  few 
exceptions  and  exceedingly  slight  variations,  prevail  throughout 
the  whole  range  of  the  language.  This  will  appear  by  glancing 
over  the  subjoined  lista,  two  of  which  are  from  the  Asiatic 
ArcbtpciHgo^  one  from  MadagascAr,  and  the  other  from  Eaalero 
Polynesia. 


Miitay. 

PTuu. 

Xfalapanf~ 

rdAi/jdN. 

sBta 

sira 

va, 

tahL 

dua 

dun 

toa* 

nu. 

tiga 

mil 

telo 

loni. 

■TO  pat 

ufa 

«fatni, 

lima 

linM 

dimy 

rima. 

an  am 

QDB  and 

ano      enina 

vno. 

lujuli 

6ta 

liia 

hilQ- 

dilnpA 

mJu 

v«to 

TBTB, 

aimbelui 

nra 

^7 

in. 

palu 

fulo 

foio 

born. 

Traees  of  the  numerals  and  other  parts  of  this  langu^e  aim 


*  The  a  ia  idl  MdJagaay  ironhi  is  prpaaanced  as 
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cxiat  in  the  Unguag^  of  the  races  inhabiting  Western  pQlynesiA, 
whose  lauguEigo  is  said  Id  resemble  thoao  ot  some  of  the  African 
tribes. 

Tew  things  appear  more  rDmarkabte  in  connection  with  tbb 
lang^uago  than  the  length  of  time  during  which  so  large  a  por- 
tion of  it  has  been  prcscrred  among  small  detached  communities, 
in  regions  widtly  ecpat-ated,  and  ileaiituCe  of  any  means  of  inter- 
course with  each  other.  Sir  George  Grejr  expresses  it  aa  his 
opinion  that  lliO  tradiliona  and  mythology  of  New  Zealand  have 
exifttod  among  the  inhabilants  of  the  i.'^laiul:)  ol'  the  Piicilic  Ocean 
for  ft  period  considerably  above  two  thousancl  ycArs  ;  av.d  the  lan- 
guage in  which  ihoso  traditions  are  preserved  must  hnve  bad 
an  earliicr  origin.  The  antiquity  of  this  language  is  the  more 
wonderful  when  we  rcmBiaber  that  it  ia,  with  the  exception  oV 
that  poriion  which  prevaila  in  ihe  Archipelago,  an  oral  language. 

The  languages  of  Polynesia  were  only  apokcn  languages,  ami 
the  language  of  Madagascar  was,  until  within  the  la&t  forty  years, 
an  unwritten  language.  The  Portuguese,  by  whom  the  island  was 
discovered,  and  it$  other  eaj-ly  visitors,  found  uo  hicroglyphica^ 
picture-wriling,  or  other  kind  of  record  among  ita  inhabitanta; 
and  subsequent  intercourse  has  furnished  no  evideoco  of  the 
knowledge  of  letters  erer  having  existed  amongst  the  natives 
pQpuliition.  It  ia  true  that  long  before  EuropGacis  had  passed 
round  llic  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  Moois  and  Arabs  had  visited 
Madagascar  for  purposes  of  commerce,  and  had  settled  in  small 
numbers  on  several  part^  of  the  coiist.  These  Arubs,  and  other 
traders,  brought  with  them  ihcir  own  writt^-n  language,  which 
they  U9L'd  in  thcitr  mercnntilc  transactions  with  the  people.  They 
l»robably  aiiempti'd  al$a  to  teach  it  to  some  of  the  niitircs;  hut 
it  was  only  the  language  of  the  strangers  that  was  wriiten,  and 
its  use  Bpp<?itrs  to  have  been  confioed  to  the  localities  in  which 
they  temporarily  resided.  No  veatigcs  remain  of  the  oral  lunguagu 
of  these  tradtrs,  beyond  a  few  terms  connected  chiefly  with  divi- 
nation, nstrology,  and  other  usages  of  Arabic  origin*  The  intro- 
duction of  tetters  early  in  the  present  ceiitary,  tlieir  rapidly  ex- 
tended use  among  the  people,  the  formation  of  grammars  exhibit- 
iiig  the  peculiarity  of  the  severd  part4  of  epceeli,  do  not  seem  to 
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have  produced  any  change  in  the  language  as  used  bj  the  people 
themselves;  and  the  language  of  Madagascar  appears  to  retain 
at  the  present  time  all  the  distinctive  qualities  by  which  it  was 
characterised  when  brought  by  the  first  settlers  to  the  country, 
excepting  so  far  as  it  may  have  been  modified  by  thcmseWes. 
The  few  new  words  which  foreign  objects  have  rendered  neces- 
sary have  been  so  altered,  in  order  to  adapt  them  to  native  use, 
as  to  leave  but  little  resemblance  to  their  original  forms. 

This  language  exhibits  a  singular  instance,  paradoxical  as  it 
may  appear,  of  a  people  in  a  comparatively  low  grade  of  civilisa- 
tion, possessing  and  using  a  language  copious,  precise,  and  in 
some  respects  higlily  philosophical.  And  this  circumstance  natu- 
rally suggests  deeply  interesting  inquiries,  not  only  in  reference 
to  the  origin  of  the  races  now  inhabiting  that  country,  but  also  in 
relation  to  those  of  other  countries  existing  in  similar  circum- 
stancea,  and  with  the  peculiarities  and  aflSnities  of  whose  lan- 
guages the  pioneers  of  religion  and  civilisation  arc  daily  in- 
creasing our  acquaintance,  and  thus  adding  new  evidences  of  the 
unity  of  the  human  race. 

In  contemplating  the  peculiarities  of  the  Malagasy  language,  it 
seems  scarcely  possible  to  avoid  associating  ethnological  with 
philological  inquiries,  and  we  feel  impelled  to  ask  whether  the 
races  by  which  this  language  is  now  spoken  have  been  derived 
from  a  parent  race,  possessing  at  the  period  of  their  separation, 
whenever  such  separation  may  have  taken  place,  a  high  degree  of 
civilisation ;  and  whether  they  have  passed  along  a  gradually 
descending  scale  until  they  have  reached  the  depressed  level  at 
which  indubitable  traces  of  that  parent  language  arc  still  found? 
And  further,  we  arc  inclined  to  ask,  is  the  language  of  a  people, 
when  highly  cultivated,  retained,  by  scattered  portions  of  that 
people,  long  after  other  elements  of  the  civilisation  of  the  parent 
race  have  censed  amongst  its  widely  separated  descendants  ?  It 
seems  scarcely  possible  that  the  natives  of  iSIndagascar,  certainly 
not  the  lowest  of  the  races  among  whose  language  a  large  infusion 
of  their  own  is  to  bo  found,  should  have  been  derived  from  a 
people  in  a  lower  grade  of  civilisation  than  themselves.  A  lower 
civilisation  would  not  have  required,  and  could  scarcely  have  ad- 

n  If 
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mittcd,  the  use  of  a  language  of  such  precieion  of  structure  and 
harmony  of  combination  as  that  of  Madagascar  exhibits.  Internal 
evidence  would  Ihua  seem  to  favour  the  opinion  that  the  Mala- 
gasy was  derived  from  a  language  rich,  flexible,  and  exacts  which 
must  have  belonged  to  a  civilised  people,  whose  intellectual  cul- 
ture it  reflected.  Such  opinion  seems  to  have  been  entertained 
by  Rnflle?,  Humboldt,  Leyden,  Crawford,  and  others,  who  have 
I  directed  their  inquiries  to  the  migrations  of  the  races  by  whom 

*  this  language  is  used.     Baron  Humboldt,  brother  of  the  celebrated 

traveller,  thus  expresses  his  opinion  on  this  subject :  —  "  There  is 
I  no  doubt  that  the  Malagasy  belongs  to  the  family  of  the  Malayan 

'  languages,  and  bears  tlic  greatest  affinity  to  the  languages  spoken 

I  in  Java,  Sumatra,  and  the  whole  Indian  Archipelago.     But  it 

-,  remains  entirely  enigmatical  in  what  manner  and  at  what  period 

this  Malayan  population  has  made  its  way  to  Madagascar.  Of 
Sanscrit  words  there  is  a  certain  number  in  the  Malagasy  lan- 
guage.*** The  period  at  which  this  migration  took  place  still 
remains  unknown;  but  the  evidence  which  tradition  aflbrda  that 
the  vessels  of  the  Polynesian  races  were  formerly  much  larger 
than  they  are  at  present,  and  the  number  of  well  authenticated 
instances  of  long  voyages  and  vast  distances  being  traversed  by 
the  natives  of  Polynesia  in  recent  years,  leave  little  room  for 
doubt  as  to  the  means  by  which  they  have  spread  themselves  over 
the  widely  extended  regions  which  they  now  occupy. 

But  few  verbal  coincidences  have  yet  been  discovered  between 
the  Malagasy  and  the  languages  of  tlic  adjacent  coast  of  Africa. 
We  are  not,  however,  to  conclude  that  no  resemblances  exist,  for 
we  know  but  little  of  the  languages  of  the  eastern  coast  of 
Africa.  The  few  coincidences  which  have  been  traced  are  inte- 
resting, and  throw  light  upon  important  events  in  the  past  hia- 
tory  of  the  Malagasy.  There  does  not  seem  to  be  any  resem- 
blance in  verbal  form  or  grammatical  structure  between  the 
Malagasy  and  the  languages  spoken  on  the  eastern  coast  of  Africa 
•  ^  to  the  southward  of  Delagoa  Bay,  excepting  in  the  great  regard 

paid  to  euphony  in  the  Caffro  languages  as  well  aa  in  Malagasy; 

•  Aiipendix  to  IliBt.  of  Madagascar,  vol.  i.  p.  492. 
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but  there  appears  to  be  a  resemblance,  amoanting  to  identitr, 
between  a  number  of  words  used  br  the  MalagasT  and  the  natives 
of  the  Mozambique  coast  and  of  the  adjacent  interior;  wliile, 
with  one  or  two  exceptions,  no  resemblance  can  be  traced  to 
words  of  corresponding  import  in  ^lalavan  or  Polrnesian.  In 
KoelIe*s  "Polyglotta  Africana  "  the  following  words  appear,  which 
are  almost  identical  with  the  same  words  in  Malasasv:  — 


Emglisk. 


Ajricdn, 


J/a.'.: 


,:jAf^. 


M.ilivati. 


•yea 

maso  —  Morawi  dialLCt 
niazo  —  Nrambanco  tlittloct 

lUOfiJ 

mata 

cow  or  ox 

uombc  —  ihineen     ditferent 
dialects  with  slight  raria- 
tions 
#  lubnsi  -| 

ombo.  or 
oiubr 

Itfmba  and 

goat 
fowl 

i  mbozi    I 
Initx)!    J 
koka  Aud  kuku 

OJV 

akohu 

kamMog 

Imron;; 

cat 

f-aka 

£akd  and 

kuchiug 

dog  lulioa  in  twelve  dirTeront  dia- 

lects, with    few  and   very 

fji};ht  Tarimions 


kar\' 

atiilioa  and 
alikia 


aiijing 


Homed  cattle,  and  dogs,  wild  and  tame,  appear  to  have  existed 
from  a  remote  period  in  Madagascar  -,  and  ombe  or  omhy  is  the 
name  for  cattle  both  wild  and  tame,  though  thev  ditfor  t'tvm  each 
other, — the  tame  cattle  belonging  to  the  zibu  species  being  dis- 
tinguished bv  tbe  lump  between  the  shoulders,  and  the  inmionse 
herds  of  wild  cattle  which  exist  in  the  unfret^uented  parts  of  the 
island  having  straight  backs  like  the  cattle  of  Europe.  Amboa  is 
the  name  for  the  domesticated  dog,  and  also  for  the  wild  dog  of 
the  forest.  These,  and  the  other  Malagasy  names  of  iinimals  above 
specified}  are  evidcDily  of  African  origin,  and  favour  the  opinion 
that  the  animals  which  they  designate  were  derived  from  the  same 
country.  Increaseil  acquaintance  with  the  languages  of  Africa, 
especially  such  as  we  may  expect  to  result  from  the  extent  to 
which  that  country  has  been  opened  to  us  by  the  marvellous  ex- 
ertions of  Dr.  Livingstone,  wilt  probably  furnish  additional  evi- 
dence of  tbe  relationship  between  the  inhabitants  of  Madagascar 

u  q  i 
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Hnd  those  of  tliC  adjaceat  coniinent,  and  may  perhaps  assist  iii 
tracing  the  origm  of  the  Negrito  racea  of  western  Polyneaia. 

In  Madagascar  itself  differcjit  diakcte  exist.  The  spotrn 
language  of  the  H0V&9,  and  others  inhabiting  the  interior  pro- 
vtDceB,  differa  from  that  on  tho  coaeta  where  the  nff  is  frequently 
used.  Still,  in  its  verbal  foroi  and  grnmmalical  ttruclure^  otio 
language  may  Le  said  to  pervade  the  entire  eotmtry  j  and  tliou};li 
the  introduction  of  lettcra  has  been  coi]6ned  to  tho  language  of 
the  IIovBS,  and  dictionaries  and  grammars  osiat  in  that  language 
alone,  these  may  be  regarded  as.  exhibiting  the  peculiar  features 
of  the  language  of  the  whole  island. 

The  great  ptculiarily  of  the  striiclure  of  tliis  liinguago  consisla 
in  the  faciiity,  uniformity,  and  precision  with  wliieh,  by  means  of 
prefixes  and  afiixcs,  the  roots  or  priroitirs  words  of  the  language 
mavj  according  to  fixed  rulo^,  bo  rendered  capnhls  of  expressing 
different  mcnningB  to  an  extent  that  is  truly  natoniahing.  Tho 
Her.  D.  Griffiths,  in  his  Malagasy  and  English  Grammar,  the 
latest  and  most  extensive  grammar  yet  pubiislicd,  slates  tlint 
soiro  single  roots  will  produce  two  hundred  worJd  of  difllTont 
orthography  and  signification.  Titero  is  nothing  approaching  tu 
this  eJitent  of  componnd  words  in  any  of  the  Polynesian  dialccls  i 
and  minute  distinctions  seem  redundant  in  thu  ISlalagary,  when  wu 
are  told  that  there  are  twenty  diffi-'rent  word^  for  expreesiog  tlic 
niiuincr  of  growth  of  tho  horna  of  an  ox,  and  thirty  wonia  to 
signify  the  several  modes  in  which  tho  nnlivcs  plait  their  hair. 
This  niulliplieation  of  words  for  varj-ing  shades  of  meaning,  nnd 
the  facility  of  forming  many  compound  words  from  a  single  i-oot^ 
adds  ti>  the  copluusnt-ss  of  the  language,  which  often  combines 
conciseness  with  great  precision  of  moaning.  Tims,  mod^  is  "  to 
go  home,"  iampitdy,  "  to  go  out  and  return  home  the  eame  day." 

Much  precision  of  meaning  is  often  mnnifest  in  tho  usp  of  nouns 
formed  from  adjectives  of  quality,  a?,  n/tst/^  bad;  hnrafjeiann^ 
badneea,  wicltedness  in  the  abstract;  /aharatstantr,  wiekednc^ 
in  action;  tsnra,  good;  halstirajut,  goodncsa  in  tlic-  abstract; 
fahatxarana,  f^oodnt'S*  in  ojioraiiun.  TliUS,  Jtatftirann  is  an  allri- 
btitc  of  God — his  essential  goodness ;  fakatsarana  is  hi.«  goodness 
in  action  —  the  hcuevoloncc  he  exercises. 
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Most  of  the  words  are  compound  words,  but  some  arc  roots,  and 
exist  in  no  simpler  form.  The  roots  generally  consist  of  words 
of  two  or  three  syllables,  but  in  some  cases  of  only  one,  and  for 
the  most  part  they  are  nouns,  or  passive  participles.  Most  of  the 
roots  and  compound  words  arc  occasionally  doubled,  which  in- 
creases or  diminishes  the  force  of  the  original  word. 

To  the  language  of  Madagascar,  as  well  as  to  those  of  Poly- 
nesia, the  missionaries  have  judiciously  adapted  the  Roman  cha- 
racter ;  and  though  there  are  a  few  sounds  which  seem  to  be  inter- 
mediate between  those  expressed  by  two  consonants  in  European 
languages,  or  to  blend  two  consonants  in  one  sound,  tliis  apparent 
inconvenience  is  of  Httlc  consequence  when  compared  with  the 
obvious  advantages  of  the  Soman  letters. 

The  Malagasy  alphabet  consists  of  twenty-one  letters,  sixteen 
consonantal,  and  five  vowels.  The  t  and  y  have  the  same  soand, 
but  the  latter  is  uniformly  the  terminal  vowel.  The  letters 
omitted  from  the  English  alphabet  are,  C,  Q,  U,  W^  and  Z.  G  is 
always  pronounced  hard,  as  in  go.  C  is  expressed  by  S  or  Al 
{7  is  expressed  by  to.  The  Continental  pronunciation  is  given  to 
the  vowels.  The  sound  usually  attached  to  the  letter  « in  French, 
and  in  the  English  word  rulti  is  of  very  frequent  occurrence ;  but 
the  letter  u  is  omitted  in  the  Malagasy  alphabet,  and  the  sound 
usually  expressed  by  «  is  signified  by  o.  This  causes  different 
sounds  to  be  represented  by  the  same  letter,  and  presents  also  to 
the  eye  of  the  European  reader  the  sign  of  a  sound  which  is  not 
pronounced,  and  would  also  seem  likely  to  increase  the  difficulty 
of  teaching  Euroix?an  languages  to  the  natives ;  but  the  letter  k 
may  easily  be  added  to  the  Malagasy  alphabet  whenever  the 
requirements  of  the  people  render  it  desirable,  and  the  letter  o  bo 
then  employed  only  to  express  its  usual  sound  in  other  languages. 

The  sounds  of  the  Klalagasy  language  are  more  masculine  and 
forcible  than  those  of  Polynesia,  but  scarcely  less  harmoniona. 
Consonants  occur  much  more  frequently  in  the  former;  and  though, 
as  a  general  rule,  each  syllable  consists  of  a  consonant  and  vowel, 
a  number  of  double  consonants,  which  readily  coalesce  in  one 
sound,  and  allow  of  easy  articulation,  are  admitted ;  such  as,  dr, 
try  mby  mpf  ndy  ndr,  ngynj^nk^nt,  and  ntt.    Hence^  also,  for  the 
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hatehana  three  Jaya 

hadimiana  five  dnys 

hafitoana  seTcn  days 

Or  tbey  simply  prefix  the  number  to  the  word  for  day ;  as,  roa 
andro,  two  days. 

The  pronouns  are  some  of  thorn  numerous,  especially  the  demon- 
strative, which  are  often  apparently  adverbs  of  place.  The 
personal  pronouns  arc :  — 

Nominative  Case. 

Singular.  Plural, 

1st  FersoD       iiaho,  or  oho  I       |   1st  Fer.  isihia  wc,  including  the 


2n<l       n  hianao  tlioa 

3rd        „  izy  he,  she,  or  it 


speaker and  par- 
ties spoken  to. 
„    izahat/         wo,  excluding  the 
l>arty  spoken  to, 
but      including 
the  speaker  and 
party  spoken  of, 
I  2nd  „    hianareo         ye,  or  yon. 
3rd  „    izi/fOrizareo  they. 

Possessive  inseparable  affixes. 

Ist  Per.  Sing,      ko,  o  my,  of  me,  by  mc. 

2nd     „  Roo,  ao  thy,  of  thee,  by  thee. 

3rd      M  ny  his,  hers,  its,  by  him,  &c. 

iBt  Per.  Floral  ntsikia  our,  by  us,  including  speaker  and  spoken  to. 

„  naff,  at/  our,  by  us,  excluding  the  party  spoken  to. 

2nd       „  nareo,  area  your,  by  you. 

Srd       M  fijt  their,  by  them. 

Objective  governed  by  Active  Verbs. 

1st  Fer.  Sing.       ahy  mc. 

2nd       „  anao  thee. 

Srd       „  azy  liim,  her,  it. 

1st  Fer.  Plural  anisiki  we,  including  speaker,  and  party  spoken  to. 

„  anay  wc,  excluding  the  parly  spoken  to. 

2nd      „  anareo  ye. 

Srd       „  azy  them. 

The  demonstrative  pronouns,  which  are  abundant^  add  greatly 
to  the  precision  of  meaning  by  pointing  out  definitively  the  posi- 
tion, nearness,  or  distance  of  the  persons  or  things  spoken  of. 


Tlio  following  arc  eTaraplea  :  —  ao,  there,  at  a  sliort  clistnncc ;  eo, 
there,  nearer  at  Land ;  w>  dose  bj,  this  one ;  i/xy^  this,  or  there ; 
iV^,  this;  inr/,  that;  itihitra^  this,  in  this  jiliicc;  iretsy,  those; 
irery,  those  within  eight,  but  more  distrtut  than  irftstfi  irony, 
the^;  ixalo,  i\\\&  ouQ  \  iVcroa,  those  yonder.  Besidea  these,  there 
are  rclatis'O  pronouns  — 120^  and  izauy,  both  meaning;  that,  or 
which;  also  interrogative  pronouna  —  ixn,  ztfijy,  who,  which; 
irtona,  what;  ««Ao«»n,  why;  ohorr/,  how,  &c. 

Amongst  the  verbs,  there  ia  one  substantive  verb  misy^  signify- 
ing thei-c  is,  on*  there  arej  and  there  we  three  others  which  aro 
used  as  auxilifti'ies, — viz.,  i/if/^,  ma/tay,  anJ  mahazo.  Mefy  signi- 
fies right,  fil,  lawful.  Mahay  signliiPB  knowledge,  skill,  ability. 
Mahazo  signifies  to  get,  to  obtniii  —  physical  ability. 

The  moods  of  the  verbs  are  the  indicative  and  the  imperatiTB  j 
the  tuhjunctivc  and  potential  beii>g  farmed  of  the  indicative, 
with  pnrta  of  the  atixilinry  verb.  The  tensea  are  past,  present, 
iL]id  future.  AdJilKinal  (ensefl  expressive  of  more  definite  tirao 
than  past  and  future  are  formed  by  certain  particles  and  parts  of 
the  enhstttntivo  verb.  The  tensea  arc  formed  by  the  change  of 
the  initial  tettevs  and  auxiliary  partleles. 

The  roots  of  tlic  verba  are  usually  of  a  participial  nature  ;  some 
of  these  are  also  nouns.  The  nouna  ai-o  used  with  the  article  ny 
prefijtod.  These  rootg  are  used  as  verb^  by  the  tiddiiion  of  ftirma- 
tives,  among  which  are  the  following;  prtifixing  the  word  Boa  {ua 
in  ridynesian),  which  KigniEes  done,  completed  by  Bome  external 
agL'nt,  not  by  any  intcrniil  procL'ss,  By  adding  nta,  itin,  our:, 
or  aina,  and  EonR-timcs  rma,  to  the  root,  the  signifieatioti  is  parti- 
cipial. By  prefixing  mi  to  the  root,  also  by  prclixing  mninpi  to 
the  raot,  tliid  expi-cssea  the  cause;  and  farther,  by  prefixing 
mifittnfji,  u'ldeli  sigiitfii's  reciprocity  of  cause,  as, — 

mis-Olrir  I  i^rink 

iiititnpi*ii{ro  I  cnnHO  another  lo  iTriiik 

mi/awpitioiro  [lai:y  cause  one  aiiulherto  Oriuk. 


^bero  ai-e  a  number  of  other  forms  of  verbs.     Tlio  subjoined 

paradigm  of  a  regular  verb  ivill  convey  some  idea  of  the  preei&ion 
nnd  extent  to  which  .1  sin;;lc  root  can  be  used. 


474 


APPENDIX 


« 
< 


O 

»— t 

o 

Ah 


t>: 


fc^ 


Ki      V      'J 

■ill 

=  S  E 

E  n  a 
c:  s  .c 


•  o  a 
o  gj 

E  a.a 


I 

E 


!^  -= 


Ei 


ill 


E  S 


i    ill 


SS      o  g  o 


E  i 


"o  a  "3 


«  o  o 


■    -    * 

g 

s 

^  o  o 

«, 

o'3'o 

J2. 

III 

§-■£.■& 

■E 

:s  ii3  iS 

>.  • 

Ec2 

r^         IvT        W 

III 


,  .      :=  (S  1= 


.  -  . 

E 

^  o  o 

:^ 

.111 

£ 

E-ff 

e 

S^J 

U! 

Sc:5 

■  •  - 

^ 

^  o  o 

2-3 -3 

K 

5  a  a 

u: 

E    R^ 

APPENDIX. 


475 


ct  m 


S  .5      .<  S  5* 

n    .-1        1?  r:--s 


o  &  5 


.E  '5  -3 

OSS 

e  «  tf 


tf  s 


yi 


E  a 


,£  3  2 
c  a  § 

III 

Bat 


III 

ill 


■I  =  = 

S    s    ^ 

I         III 


E   a  ;t 


^1   = 

IM 


._2    . 

•oS  2 
CCS 


111 

s-f  I 

« 


ill 

III     ^trc: 


III 


■ill 

■5-5-S. 


;=      ^s  c:a     <s 


Sis 


lis 

III 


g§   I 


tf  c  c 

C   S    el 

s  =  o 

-I  "2  2 

ill 


-Is 

o  -  = 


in 


■  S  3 

Ij.i 


-    3    3 

";  "5.'3 


Jjl 


=  3         Ji 


E  i   I 


g_=  _2 


11  2 


~    3 

iJi 


WP 


I     d.sts 


1^ 


111 


I 


'      2  ^ 

.     il 

I  a  =  3 


^  --  V.  =   =    S   I 


111 

E  ~  3 

o  S  i  "  - 


B 


■a        a.    4 


G>     S     (t 


I  E  " 


i  1 
1  II 

■S  ^  oJS 

mil 

o  q  §-^  i 
H  °  J  2  S 

J  c  *  B  •- 

I'b^bI 

s  a  ti  kH 


i    J    i^ 


470  APPENDIX. 

Without  extending  these  remarks,  which  are  only  intended 
to  convey  a  general  notice  of  some  of  the  peculiarities  of  the 
language,  it  may  be  observed  that  the  natives  generally  speak 
their  own  language  correctly ;  that  pnblic  speaking  is  frequentiy 
practised,  and  good  speaking  highly  appreciated.  The  proceed- 
ings of  the  government  are  announced  in  public  meetings,  or 
national  assemblies.  Courts  of  justice  are  always  open,  and 
suitors  plead  their  own  causes.  No  native  literature  yet  exists  ; 
but  songs  and  proverbs  are  numerous,  the  latter  often  sententious, 
pointed,  and  forcible.  The  missionaries  appear  to  have  found  no 
difficulty  in  expressing  any  ideas  they  wished  to  convey  to  tho 
minds  of  the  people.  The  subjoined  translation  of  the  Lord's 
Prayer  into  Malagasy  will  give  some  idea  of  tlie  structure  of  the 
language. 

Itainuy  Izajr  any  nn-danitra,  Htisino  ny  annrarmo.  Ampandroeoy  ny 
fanjakanao.  Atavy  ny  sitrapo-nao  aty  aii-tony,  tuhaky  ny  any  an-danitra. 
Oineo  anay  anto  tzay  hnnina  Bohaza  ho  anny.  Ary  marocU  ny  trosanay, 
tahaky  n^  famelnnny  ny  mitrosa  aniinny.  Ary  aza  mitarikia  anny  ho  aniy  ny, 
fitkani'panahy,  fa  manufalia  anay  nioy  ny  ratsy  :  F'  Anao  ny  faiijiikano,  sy  iiy 
liery,  ary  ny  voiiinuhitrn,  mandrakizay.     Anicna.  —  Malt.  \i.  9 — 1.''. 
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CorresBondeoce  of  the  Hon.  Alkxasmb  STAimoPit,  BriUih  Minister  mt 
Madrid  thm  1690  to  1700.    atamd  Edttkm.    PostSTO.    6t.6d. 

Life  of  Lonia  Prince  of  Condfi,  aunuuued  the  Great, 

PoatSro.    6«. 

Life  of  BelisariuB.    Second  Edition.    Poet  6to.  10a.  M, 

Historical  and  Critical  Eeeays.     Poat  8to.    e*. 

Story  of  Joan  of  Arc    Fcap.  8to.     1*. 

Addresa   Delivered  at  Uanchester,   Leedi,    and    Bir- 

mlDgham.    Fcap.  8*o.    1«. 
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H'CULLOCH'S  (J.  R.)  Collected  Edition  of  Rkauw's  PoUtieml 
Works.    Wltb  NuteaMid  Memoir.    SaiomdSiitM.    Sro.  18*. 

KALCOLU'S  <SiB  Jobs)  Skelehos  of  Penia.  Tltird  Bditimt. 
pwtaro.  8*. 

HANSEL'S    (Bbt.    H.    L.)    The    Umito  of   Beligioiu  nought 

Exaulnrd.     Bcinc  the  Batupon  Lectnn*  lor  ISU.    Sro. 

ICAKTRLL'S  (Oiceoi  A.)  Thoaghte  on  Aninuleulot ;  or,  tlw 
iBvUble  WotM,  u  ravMled  br  tba  HicrMtt^.  AmpWAMm.  FUm. 
lOmo.    ««. 

KAKUAL  OF  SCIENTIFIC  EKQUIRT,  Prepued  for  the  TTae  of 
Ottcer*    >Ad    TnTBtlers.       Bj    Tulaaa    Writcn.      Tkird    lUitim 

KAKKHAU'S  (Uu.)  History  of  Engbnd.  From  the  Rnt  Inn. 
■kw  bj  tba  BoBMBx,  dow  to  tbo  fourweath  jov  of  <)iimb  VktMrto'e 
BatcB.    Seu&Uiaa.     Woodeata.    IteM^    8«. 

Historr  of  Fnuice.    From  the  Conqneiilv  the  Gaal^ 

to  Uw  Daath  of  Louis  Philippe.   CBU  E^itim.    Woodcata.    Uma.    9b. 

History  of  Oermftnj'-    From  the  InruioD  hj  Muioi, 


ta  tba  preaeut  time.     6U  £ditu».    Woodenta.  ISmo.  f. 

A   School  Hi»tor7  of  Greece.    From   the  Euliert 


TtmM  of  tbe  Roman  CoMucaL     With  the  ntatotr  of  Litarstnn  i 
Art.   By  Dr.  Wm  Smith.  hjeumA  7%mum»4.  WoodcaU.   Uuo.  T*^  M. 
((tmraHamt.    ttmP.    b.) 

A   School    Historr   of  Rome,  firom   the  Eulieit 


Timaa  to  the  EalaUiihment  of  the  Em^ro.  With  th«  HUtory  of 
Uterainra  ai  d  Art.  By  Dsas  Ljdokli.  £v*d  Tktm»t»4.  Woodenta. 
Ubm.   T*.  6rf. 

MABKLAND'S  (J.  H.)  Remu-ks  on  EngU<h  Chnrchea.  nnd  Sepnl- 
ehral  Mamorlale.    F^mrili  SMtiem.    WoodenM.    Fcap.8ro.    9s.  td, 

Rererence   due   to  Holy  PUcea.    Third  Sditiotu 

Fo^Sn,    St. 

HARRTAT^  (Josxth)  History  of  Uodem  and  Uedinnl  Pottery 
asd  Porcctaln.  With  a  Deatriptioa  of  tbe  HwaEKtiire^  a  akMaair, 
and   a    Un   of  Hanoyrams.    AcMrf   Jdih'— .   PtatM  aad   WoodenU. 

Sro.  ao>. 

ILATTHIjB^  (ADflDsrus)  Greek  Gntmmar  for  Sehoola.  Ahtidged 
flnmitlMLarg«rGivnmar.   By  Bkcnflftld.    AwU  UMm.    BeTisad  br 

EowAKDa.    limo.    3«. 

MAUBEL'S  (JiruB)  Essay  on  the  CbantctCT,  AcUons,  and  Writiagt 
oftbe  Dokeof  W«Uiiigtoa.    Sttvttd  BdMam.    Fcap.8Te^    la.  SdL 

MAWTS  (H.  L.)  Jonrual  of  a  Piwage  from  the  Pacific  to  the 
Atlantic,  omniDf  tbe  Andes  in  tbe  Northern  ProTinca  of  Pern,  and 
rtrarr  i>illn|.  tbe  (reat  KiTvr  Haraaoa.    8*0.   1£>. 

MAXIMS  AND  HINTS  for  an  An^er,  and  the  Mueries  of 
Plahing.    By  Ricbud  Pkxx.    New  Siitipm.    Woodenta.    ISato.    U. 

ICATO'S  <Di.)  Pathology  of  the  Human  Mind.  Fcap.  Sro.  Ss.  «(<. 

MELVILLE^  (Hsrmuk)  Typee  and  Omoo;  or,  AdTantozea 
aaoacat  the  Maiqtwaaa  and  Sooth  Sea  lalanda.  t  Vela.   P«at  Sro. 


UBMPBLSSOHN'S  (Ftux  Ba&tholdt)  LtTe.    B;  Jdlks  Beiix>[>iot. 

Bvo.    it.  Sd. 

MEREDITH'S  (Mrs.  Chablks)  Notes  and  Sketches  of  New  South 
Wales,  during  A  noHldeoMi  [hiiais::»[ul&ll.    t'MtSTD.    it.td. 

ToBinaBU,  during  a  BeaLdeoCQ  of  Kine  Tears.  With 

lUtutntUoDK.    2  Vols.    Psmttlvo.    18#. 

USBRlFIGLiD  (HLkb.)  on  the  AtU  of  Piuttluig  m  Oil,  MmiAture, 
Mna>lc,  and  Gl&si ;  lillilin;;,  Pyelii^.  aiut  iliv  Pcepuratl'na  of  Coloun 
u\d  ArtifldiJiJBma.deieribod  {n  GDTtnanId  MuLUBeripta.    a  VoI&  8td, 

SOi, 

UILLS  (Arthdr)  On  CuloalftI  Coni^titiitlons,.  Aa  Outline  of  tLci 
HLsh>TT(if  DrltlHli  DcpcTiili^LicteB.     Map.    Svo.    lit. 

-^  India  iu  18fi8:  A    Suminarj'  of   tbo  Exi^tiag 

Adniinlatrkt|dTi—p(tl>i;»1.  Fl.nl,  KDiEJiidldkh  >IUiLiLwaAnd   Pabltc 
]^h>ci]iDn]l4,  'rdiB  tb«i '')rll4'>'t  It!  >b«  proiQTLt  iltat.   Si conJ  Edition ,  With 

MITCHELL'S  (Tdohas)  Plaji  of  Amtophanea.  Willi  EnyUsIi 
Hows.   9to.— 1.  CLOirrs,  icw.— a.  WAapg,  lO*,— a.  frogs,  iu. 

MILHAN'3  (Dun)  Hietory  of  OhmUanit^,  from  tfa«  Birth  of 
Clirial  (o  tliB  EiUneilea  or  Pat^DiBm  in  lUe  S'l/mux  Empire.  3  V«1b. 
8va.    3Si. 

HiBtorjr  of  Lflitjp  CbriBtJanitjr;   iocluding  tkat  of  the 

FopMLo  Ibet'r>ntlfleabi  nfNl&IiciluV.   SuccaJ iHrfAion.  B  Vole   Bvo.  T2>, 

Cb&ntctei  And  Condiict  of  the  Apostlu  eoneldered  u 


ia£Tid4iiMorei3rij9[iuiity.  ero.  lo*.  m. 
Life  AEid  Work*   of  Horace. 


With  300  WoodcnU. 


Fc«p.  8to.     IBf. 


poeticil  Workft.    rinte*.    3  Vols. 

FjJI  of  Jeruflalcm.     Fcap.  Bvo.  U. 

—  (Capt.  E.  a.)  Wajude  Crosa:  or,  tbo  Enid  of  Gomu. 

A  Tkle  of  Che  CitUflt  Wu.     F4«t  Btd.    X«.  fld. 

MODERN    DOJIESTrC  COOKEKT.     Founded  on  Princii.leB  of 

E[»aDEnr  and  Praclical  Katrtrled^p  and  ada^[«4l   foe  PtiTM*  FvnlUMi 
iftw  Julititm.     Woodcuts.     F«ap,  Hvo.     5f. 

MOLTKG'3  (Baiipn)  RiiEsiiui  Cniupaigiis  an  the  DoDube  and   tb« 

faaaage  i>filLB  Balkal^  LB3S— 0.    PJant.    &vo.     !««. 

MONASTERY  AND  THE  MOUNTAIN  CHURCH.   By  Author 

«f "  Sonllgbt  tbrouBli  llici  MIbC."     Wi.tDdciitB.    ISiud.    4j, 

MOORE'S  (Thomas)   Life  t^na  ULtcrs  of  Lord  Bjroo.     Caiiine; 

editiai:    S  Vola.     Fcap.  Std.    18«, 

Life  and  Letters  of  Lord    Byron,      Popular  Edition. 

Wltlk  PurLTalt  and  Vl^nlle,    Une  Volumn.    Koja]  ti'vo.    ISi. 

MOZLEY'9  (Rev,  J.  B.)  Trcaliso  on  ihe  Angusttnisn  Doctrine  4f 
Fredea II nation.    Bro.     14j. 

Primitive  Dewtrin*  of  Emptlemikl  Hcgeaeration.  Sto.  8*.  6d, 


ii  VCTL  MAN  UAL  (The)for  tbs  Use  of  Fanners.  A  Practicil  TreatiM 

an  rbo  CbcmLcftl  Propertivi,  MnnigtrmpnC,  *iid  AppliciUon  of  bla^iinu. 
B;  Fbeoekecx  FALxiraB.     Seeand  £dilitut,    Fcup.fiTu.  fij. 

MUNDYS  (0)in,}  Fen  and    Peoeil  SkolchcB  in  luiJia.     Cheap 

EJilitm,     Willi  IS  fL««B.    Piial  6«[>.    7*.etf. 

lli:i4KUS  (Oekkiui.  Sia  Tuokab)  Life  uid  Letters.     B7  the  Atr. 

G.  R.GLKia.    TuitBTo.    Uj. 

MFRCHISON'S  (Sir  Uai^uhick)  KuMia  in  Europe  &iid   the  Ural 

MuiinUiiu;   Giiolc^rlcallv   UlUiKtratea.      Wttb  Culuiired   UBpjf   ^tu, 
SeoCluna,  Ac.    :!  Win.     ItoyktltD.    Bt.S<, 

Siluria  ;  or,  a  HUtory  of  the  Oldest  Rocta  con- 

tabiLiig  OrgiUile  RbidbIbk.    l}e-Mid   EiUfinn.     M^patkil   PlHtvii.    Svo-. 

lfrREU.T'3  (Cae-t.  a.)  "^^vsX   Life  aad  Services  of  AdmimI  Sir 

PlilUii  UuTliam.    ero.    b.  &il. 

MDKEAT'S  KAILWAY   EEADJNG.     Forall  cla*ac9  of  Keaaers, 


[Thi  foUomnj  a 


Willi ItTOl.     Bj  tAIR'El.Killll.BI.     M. 

3  Vgll,    &<. 


Willi  ItTOl.  Bj  IaibEi 
N  in  >«  b  as  ta  ■.  URalK.lf. 
B»«T"     HBO" 

Kviie  4IIB    l>> 

L^Ttiis'i  AccDuniTOr  NmiTia.  i*. 

Hiiuin'*  tn-k.  uii  JatmriLiH.    Ir. 

Lira  or  Thiuodbi  Uugi.  ii. 
U>a**  o>  Nir.i.  U'liiiiie.    3  V«1k.    >i. 

Ji«a<' A-aK*  tr,.i...,  3..(h£ 
KiHJua  un  id:i  Tirm.  Ix.U. 
OiirainV*  Ciifti'i..    b.U. 

«»  cf  Uotia.     li.M. 


H^iuh'i  Jdjk  or  Aite.     I>. 
Hail.  •  Kmaainr.    3i.  M. 
NikKod  dji  tub  Kujib.  I>- 
WiLBH^iiuii:'*  AKCirpi  KviriiiiFi,    IJf. 
C.ioiift  urt  Tat  QuEkbOTJiai.    U. 
HdLivii'i    ^aB■•T.    ^. 

(.'iiuFfiLi'i  Liri  ur  BiCDa.    It. 
Tai  tkQim  G.bSBi».    \t. 

Luf  ■Hilll'l   EflbllH  BlLllUI.     Si.UL 

Lucii  ij>  Uiii»ki.  U. 
■  tivrit*' 4r  Birvr.  94. 
Tikibom'r  Narii  rao-ii  Liri.    St. 

FA»a'tBiat*M  loaujia.  l>. 


MU31C  AU0  DHUaS.  Two  EasajB,  by  a  Lad/.  Reprinted  frgiin 
tho"  tlusrwrtj  BeiTlnw."     fcap.  8vo-    Ij. 

If  AriEU'S  (&TR  Wa  ]  Englkl]  Battles  and  Sie^  of  the  reninBulaT 

W^r.     TKii;i  Ediiion      I'drlTiilr.    Poit  Btd.    IP*.  AI. 

Life  and  Opiniona  of   General  Sir  Ch&rlea  Napier  j 

cbleBj  derivfid  from  bis  -Tauruali,  liDttcn,  bdiI   Familiar   CotTeApoD* 
-deiiw,    &eond  EditifM.     FuncAiU.    1  VeU.    Vt>%*.  tiro,    4S«. 

NAUTICAL  ALMANACK  (Tlie).  Hojal  See.  2j.  M.  {PuhlS^Ktd 
bf  Atihoriis.) 

BAYT     LIST      (The    Qtiartcrty).      {PtMUlitd    bj/    JutfKfrUy.) 

Fml  Sto.    ii.  tU. 

KEWBOLU'S  (LiKtfT.)  Stmita  of  Malacca,  Fenang,  and  Singapore, 
MEWDEQATE'S  (C.  N.)  Cuatoma"  Tariffs  of  all  Nationaj  «ollKt«d 

and  ajnugsd  up  to  tlie  fEair  ISbS.     ik>.    SOr. 

mCEOLLS"(SiB  GsoBfli)  Hiatory  of  the  BrUiih  Poor:  Beine 
an  llirtorlrikl  Account  ot  tlis  English,  9<?otcl%  mil  Irltli  Poor  Law:  Ld 
mUKUon  with  tbeCondlrtoH'ofuie  fcoplo,   i  Tola,   &vu. 

7%f  WfTiL'  maf  Ac  \ait  lepfrnUttj/  ;^- 
msti>f7oflbe  EnBlinliFdiiT.    »Vuls.    bva.    2^. 

Uio  Irlih  Poor,    8vo.    lO. 

tbo  Sratdi  Fcwr.   9to.    12*, 


tn/OOLAff   (Sn  Hahru)    Historic  Teetn^   of  Eng^Und.      KyJit- 

bhiniii  und>-r  Alpliatr  tU-i>l  ri  ri^iig^nicDl;  t.h«  Origiip,  Ik-Hcpni,  at\A 
Freauiit  !^U.le  of  cvcrp  Tiile  oP  Fi-i^ra^  which  h.ii  ejeiiifiI  in  Ihlft 
Country  BiEieti  the  CunqiiiM  nehnt;«  Se*  F-dlUnuaf  ibe  " .•■jni>|i-li  of 
Uv  l^B-r-sB^"  heviabd.ConW'rd,  uxiCfnitfmQtd  »  tl«  I'KiMDt  Tlcae. 

NIMUOD  On  the  Chace— The  Turf— and  The  Road.     Heprintcd 

Iruca  Uie  "<lii«]-tcrlj  KeTle*-.'"     U'oodcuti,     Fup-dvo.    b.  SU. 

O'CONNOR'S  {R.)  Field  Spoiu  of  France  ;  or,  Hwaling,  Shootin^j 

OLIPHANT'S  (LAuaEKOi)  Journey  to  K&Lnia.nilu,  villi  Visit  to 
the  Cdinp  al  ilie  Mepaulene  AmhaJUAdor,     Fcap.  Svo.    2r.  &rJ!, 

OWES'S  (Ppomspn}  Klnnua,!  of  tusHi]  Jlnmmsl^,  Includinp  the 
■uImums  dT  (Kb  eoiirri&  of  L«ciLir«'  nn  ih-r-i-iil'i^f  Mid  riiliPdLKot-ii^y  nf 
the  cIiab  HAtTiBiHlla.  drlirc  t«l   ■.(   titi.*  MurivjiiiilliAq  gf  b.iM>(  of  bcLCDDf, 

OXENH^H'S  (Rrt.  W.)  EoglUtt  Notes  for  UlioElagUtcs  ;  deugited 

for  out;  PrafltieaU  In  Ui«  Art  l>E  L&Ua  VonUicatloB,  irlUi  Pniutfy 
KdIm  ol  Conapoillliw  LuELeslBC  UeU«.     Tliird  iUUtOK,    Utno.    4t. 

PAGET'3  (JoBir)  Himguy  unl  Tniuylriuua.     Witb  Uentu-ks  OD 

WoMliJUCa.     3  VkIh.     evD.      tIM. 

PABIS' (Jdb»  a.,  M.D.)  PliiltH-ophy  in  Sport  snaile  Scicucfi  in 
£t.r[WBT;  or.UH  FtralPrtDcipLEM  U'tlji.liiral  FliiJusopLj' luculnted  bf  aid 
of  IbB    TayH  uul    SporU    uf     VouUi.     JSpAfA    JUUioii.     WoodanU. 

PARISH'9  {Sir  Woodbihe)  Buenos  Aynn  and  (he  Froviacei  ofthA 

Kin  do  la  Tint*,  Thulr  Flint  DLkr^-iV^I?  taa  CimqUctt,  FreMttt  StAU, 
Tnd«,  Debt.  A:c    itfonni  i^tlmn,     Maif  aad  V''iM'dcuta-    Sva.     IEm. 

PARKYNS'  (Mjas»i«LD)  Personal  Narrative  of  Three  Tears'  Reai- 
dDDCH«.iiil  Adveiituix'e  Id  Abf  shiiilk.     WuoOculJi.    3  Vulfl.    Bvo.    SOf. 

PEEL'S  (8ia  Ruw.)   MEMOIRS.      Left   in    MSS.      Editod  by 

fijKi.  liTJwcitirK  and  Uia  KigbL  Hon.  lUiWAUD  C^aDITKLL,  X  Toll. 
Foat  8td.    Tji.  (U.  oaelk. 

FILE'S  (RiT.  Db.)  Agunemnon  ind  Cboepbora  of  .£flchylai. 
A  Hew  RdiiiDD  of  tbe  Tut,  irltli,  McCM.  fiiwiid  JUttJori.  a  ToIl 
Sro.     9i.  each. 

PENN'S  (RtcHAJit)]  MiuEims  and  Ilinf!  for  an  Angler,  and  thfl 
Utanriea  of  Flfth^ag.  Tn  wbkh  In  julded,  Uiuiijia  and  Ulata  tor  a 
{Ttlcu^plBycr.    A'cu  lidilioii.     Woodeuta.     Fu-p,  Briii     li: 

PENROSE'S  (Ebv.  JoBM)  Faith  and  Praclica  f  an.  ExpoMtioE  oftha 
FriDciplMaud  Uutica  or  Natural  and  KuTirali^dKtJIelou.  roni  B*o,  Bf.U. 

(F.  C.)  Prirciple»of  Alhenian  ArcMlccturc,  and  the 

DpUoal  iIeflii«di«Tita  ejiliibiud  tn  Uic  C>i>iiALiiiciian  at  the  Ancleul 
Building  St  Atlwnot  frniu  a  Surre;.     WtCli  -1(1  I'laCca.     Fulto.    Qi.te. 

PBEHTS  (SiB  Emuwi;)  Bird  "a  Eye  Vi^w  of  India.  Wiih  Eitnicta 
fram  a  Journal  kept  in  Uie  rruvlDcea,  Kepaul,  Ac.    FCa.p.8«&.    &t. 


II 


i 


PHILLIPS'  (Jatitr)  MetDoir«  of  WUIiuD  Smith,  LL.D.  (Lhii  Qu- 

Geolog;  of  YorliHlure,  The  Yorkelure  Coast,  and  tb>o 

JImiiiMln-MiiieiMn*  Ulairlci.    fliUM  «tA.    fan  ;„!KM.— Pun  II-,90«. 

Rivera,     MountHM,   snd    Sea   Coast     of     Y3rl£i>hire. 

With  KoaitrN  «ii  ilib  CliinatF,  ^rewuurj,  uid  AQclent  Inbiblunuof  tbe 

FHILPOTrS  (Bishop)  Ult«n  lo  the  Ute  ClmrleB  Butler,  od  (be 

ThunluKical  pitrtnqf  hb  "  Bmk  vf  llib  ll4t»t.TI  CUNn^k  L^Iimrcb;"  villi 
lEonmrkii  nil  -ciirealii  Wi^rkii  uf  Ur.  Ullnercnil  Dr.  Llouard,  bdiI  On  Mma 
pB.ru  ^r  the  ETlduuDB  tit  Uv.  lhi;te.    Seeoaii  EdiUin.    Hvo.    \^. 

PHIPPS'  (Hob,  EimcMb)  Slemoir,  Correepomlcace,  Lliemrj  KoA 
UnpkiblliitieJ  Dluinnor Robert PluiuerWurd.  I'uru'alt,  9VoLi.  §ti>.  2S«. 

POPE'S  {ALMiBUBn)  WOltKS.  An  entirely  New  Edition.  EiliUid 
hy  tliH  Ki^liL  Hnn.  Jiibk  Welsch  i;EuKHa,  awiUttKl  by  Perax  CuvKim]' 
niM,  F.SA.    gvo.     Inlitl^ai, 

P0BTEU3  (Ket.  J.  L.}  Five  Ycura  in  Dawuicua.    \filh  TraTeUto 

tvola.     PiMtai'o.     31i. 

— - —    (Wm-G.  B.)  Rational  Arithmelic  for  SchooU  Miil  for 

Private  [n^cniEllon.     ISmry.    &*,Cd. 

P2U.YER-BUUK  (Tbe  lllti£Criktcc)),  with  lODO  IlluitraUoni  of  Bor- 
der*. idiuaCi,  Vtjtnetug, -tc,    Modiujn  Svo.    Cli>il»,3J».;  C«J/,ali,  ai.; 

H'iiYi«-'',  4¥*. 

PRECEPTS  Futt  THE  CONDUCT  OP  LIFE.  EshortAlions  lo 
a  TirtiioiiJt  Cniiru-  Kud.  D  N->linatiini  fr  m  ■  Vlduus  CaiT«T,  EilTacted 
Itnta  ihn  ^crlpiiirwi,     t'l^^p   tlvu.    1*, 

PEINSEP'S  (Jab.)  Eesaja  art  ladi&n  AfltiquiliMj  Hifltoric. 
?j iinirlinnBtic  and  Puliu  j<raphk,  ici  k  Tftble-,  llIuslialJTe  of  Indian 
IJIS'iiry,  O  roil' li>k:f .  Mixlori  CFii'>a|;s-,  Wel^jlhlii,  lU^caaurvi,  iec. 
Kdic^d  by  Eu-WABu  Tu-'iVAfi.     Illu^4'•IIit«■l»l.     2  Vab.     Svo. 

PBOGRESS  OP  RirSSlA  IN  THE  EAST.     An  Hisiorical  Sum- 

b-nrt,  coiiCiniiEd   Ut  tlie  Preaeiit  Time,    With   Uap  br  AUauitBHita. 

PUaS  IN  B0OT9.  Wiilh  12  UhiBlralions ;  for  Old  imd  Yoangr, 
By  Ottu  SpcriKTBL    A  Scv  HdUi-m,    Iflmo.    la.&I. 

QTJARTEKLY  REVIEW  (Tm).    8vo.    S*. 

HANEE'S  (LjujpQU))  Politico.!  nnd  EeclcattaUi^  Hialorj  9f  tbfl 
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